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H. C. R. No. 26.] 327 
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CONBUBBENT RESOLUTION. 

H. C. R. No. 22.] 327 

CONCUBBENT RESOLUTION. 
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MILEAGE AND PER DIEM OP MEMBERS— TWENTY- 
SEVENTH LEGISLATURE. 

H. B. No. L] Chapter I. 

An Act appropriating one hundred and ten thousand dollars ($110,000) to pay 
mileage and per diem of members, and per diem of officers and employes of the 
Twenty-seventh Legislature. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
That the sum of one hundred and ten thousand dollars ($110,000) be 
and the same is hereby appropriated out of any money in the State treas- 
ury, not otherwise appropriated, to pay the mileage and per diem of 
members, and per diem of officers and employes of the Twenty-seventh 
Legislature. 

Sec. 2. There now being no funds to pay the members and officers of 
the Twenty-seventh Legislature, creates an emergency and an imperative 
public necessity requiring the suspension of the constitutional rule requir- 
ing bills to be read on three several days, and said rule is so suspended, 
and this act shall take eifect and be in force from and after its passage. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
House of Representatives by a two-thirds vote, yeas 108, nays 0; and 
passed the Senate by a two-thirds vote, yeas 23, nays 0.] 

Approved January 11, 1901. 

Became a law January 11, 1901. 



CONTINGENT EXPEN SES — TWENTY-SEVENTH 
LEGISLATURE. 

H. B. No. 2.] Chapter II. 

An Act appropriating twenty thousand dollars ($20,000) to pay the contingent 
expenses of the Twenty-seventh Legislature. 

Section 1. Be it enacted hy the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
That the sum of twenty thousand dollars ($20,000) be and the same is 
hereby appropriated out of any money in the State treasury, not other- 
wise appropriated, to pay the contingent expenses of the Twenty-seventh 
Legislature. 
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Sec. 2. There now being no funds to pay the expenses'of the Twenty- 
seventh Legislature, creates an emergency and an imperative public 
necessity requiring the suspension of the constitutional rule ^'equiring all 
bills to be read on three several days, and said rule is so suspended, and 
this act shall take effect and be in force from and after its passage. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
House of Eepresentatives by two-thirds vote, yeas 113, nays 0; and passed 
the Senate by two-thirds vote, yeas 2tS, nays 0.] 

Approved January 11, 1901. 

Became a law January 11, 1901. 



TWENTY-EIGHTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT. 
S. ,B. No. 20.] Chapter III. 

An Act to reorganize the 28th Judicial District, transferring the county of Duval 
from the 49th to the 28th Judicial District, and fixing the times of holding the 
terms of the district court therein. 

Section 1. Be it enacted hy the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
That the 28th Judicial District shall hereafter be composed of the coun- 
ties of Cameron, Hidalgo, Starr, Duval and Nueces. 

Sec. 2. That the terms of the district court shall hereafter be held in 
said district as follows : 

In Cameron county on the first Monday in February and September, 
and continue in session four weeks. 

In Hidalgo county on the fourth Monday after the first Monday in 
Febru'ary and September, and continue in session two weeks. 

In Starr county on the sixth Monday after the first Monday in Feb- 
ruary and September, and continue in session two weeks. 

In Duval county on the eighth Monday after the first Monday in Feb- 
ruary and September of each year, and continue in session two weeks. 

In the county of Nueces on the tenth Monday after the first Monday in 
February and continue in session eight weeks, and on the tenth Monday 
after the first Monday in September and continue in session four weeks. 

Sec. 3. That all laws and parts of laws in conflict herewith be and the 
same are hereby repealed. 

Sec. 4. The fact that the term of the district court of Nueces county 
now in session commencing on the first Monday in January and contin- 
uing for five weeks will conflict with the time of holding court in Cam- 
eron county as herein fixed, creates an imperative public necessity and 
an emergency that the constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on 
three several days be suspended, and said rule is hereby suspended, and 
that this act come in force and effect from and after its passage. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
Senate by two-thirds vote, yeas 25, nays ; and passed the House of Rep- 
resentatives by two-thirds vote, yeas 89, nays 0.] 

Approved January 21, 1901. 

Became a law January 21, 1901. 
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TWENTY-THIKD JUDICIAL DISTRICT. 
S. B. No. 36.] Chapter IV. 

An Act to regulate the terms and to fix the times for holding the district court in 
the 23rd Judicial District of Texas, and to regulate and validate the returns 
of all writs and processes heretofore and hereafter issued from the district 
courts of said judicial district, and to repeal all laws and parts of laws in 
conflict with this act, and declaring an emergency. 

Be it enacted hy the Legislature of the State of Texas: 

Section 1. That the 23rd Judicial District of Texas shall be com- 
posed of the counties of Brazoria, Fort Bend, Jackson, Matagorda, Wal- 
ler and Wharton, and the terms of the district court to be held therein 
shall be held as follows : 

1st. In the county of Brazoria, on the second Monday in February and 
the first Monday of September of each year, and may continue in session 
four (4) weeks. 

2nd. In the county of Waller on the fourth Monday after the second 
Monday in February and on the fourth Monday after the first Monday in 
September of each year, and may continue in session four weeks. 

3rd. In the county of Fort Bend on the eighth Monday after the sec- 
ond Monday in February and on the eighth Monday after the first Mon- 
day in September of each year, and may continue in session four weeks. 

4th. In the county of Wharton on the twelfth Monday after the sec- 
ond Monday in February and on the twelfth Monday after the first Mon- 
day in September of each year, and may continue in session four weeks. 

5th. In the county of Jackson on the sixteenth Monday after the 
second Monday in February and on the seventeenth Monday after the 
first Monday in September of each year, and may continue in session two 
weeks. 

6th. In Matagorda county on the eighteenth Monday after the second 
Monday in February and on the nineteenth Monday after the first Mon- 
day in September of each year, and may continue in session two weeks. 

Sec. 2. All writs and processes heretofore issued or hereafter issued 
from the district courts of any of the counties of the Twenty-third Judi- 
cial District are hereby validated and they shall be returnable to their 
respective terms of said courts as by this act specified. 

Sec. 3. All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are hereby 
repealed. 

Sec 4. The present condition of the terms of the courts in the 
23xd Judicial District creates an emergency and an imperative public 
necessity that the constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on 
three several days be suspended, and the said rule is hereby suspended 
and this act shall take effect and be in force from and after its passage 
and it is so enacted. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
Senate by two-thirds vote, yeas 22, nays ; and passed the House of Rep- 
resentatives by two-thirds vote, yeas 91, nays O.J 

Approved January 22, 1901. 

Became a law January 22, 1901. 



4 GENERAL LAWS OF TEXAS. \21th Leg, 

TAXES— EXTENDING TIME OF PAYMENT IN CERTAIN 

COUNTIES. 

H. B. No. 153.] Chapter V. . 

An Act to extend the time of the payment of the State and county taxes for the 
year 1900 in the counties of Brazoria, Colorado, Galveston, Grimes, Matagorda, 
Fort Bend, Harris, Waller, Austin, Wharton, Jackson, Chambers, Brazos, Bur- 
leson, Robertson, Montgomery and Washington for ninety days, from and after 
the first day of February, 1901. 

Whereas, the counties of Brazoria, Colorado, Galveston, Grimes, Mat- 
agorda, Fort Bend, Harris, Waller, Austin, Wharton, Jackson, Chambers, 
Brazos, Burleson, Eobertson, Montgomery and Washington, were, on the 
8th day of September, 1900, visited by storm of unprecedented calamity 
whereby many lives were lost and property of great value destroyed and 
damaged and" whereby a great number of people were left homeless and 
without resources either of property or money; and. 

Whereas, it is contemplated ttiat at the present session of the Legis- 
lature there will be enacted proper legislation for the permanent relief 
of the suffering people of the counties above named, but before such leg- 
islation can be had the tax collectors of said counties will under the law 
proceed to the enforced collection of the State and county taxes for the 
said counties, Brazoria, Colorado, Galveston, Grimes, Matagorda, Fort 
Bend, Harris, Waller, Austin, Wharton, Jackson, Chambers, Brazos, 
Burleson, Eobertson, Montgomery, and Washington; therefore 
Be it enacted hy the Legislature of the State of Texas: 

Section 1. That the time for the collection and payment of all county 
and State taxes in the counties of Brazoria, Colorado, Galveston, Grimes, 
Matagorda, Fort Bend, Harris, Waller, Austin, Wharton, Jackson, Cham- 
bers, Brazos, Burleson, Eobertson, Montgomery and Washington for the 
year 1900, be extended for ninety days from and after the first day of 
February, 1901. 

Sec. 2. The fact that there is now no law of the State of Texas con- 
ferring upon State and county tax collectors any power and discretion 
extending the time for the enforced collection of taxes, and the fact that 
the said collectors of taxes for the counties of Brazoria, Galveston, 
Grimes, Matagorda, Fort Bend, Harris, Waller, Austin, Wharton, Jacfc- 
son, Chambers, Brazos, Burleson, Eobertson, Montgomery, Washington 
and Colorado, respectively, will, on the first day of February, 1901, pro- 
ceed to the enforced collection of the taxes of said counties for the year 
1900, thereby inflicting upon the tax payers of said counties respectively 
great hardships and irreparable loss and damage, creates an imperative 
public necessity and an emergency requiring the suspension of the con- 
stitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three several days, therefore 
the said constitutional rule is hereby suspended and that this act take 
effect and be in force from and after its passage, and it is so enacted. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
House of Eepresentatives by two-thirds vote, yeas 100, nays 2 ; and passed 
the Senate by two-thirds vote, yeas 26, nays 0.] 

Approved January 30, 1901. 

Became a law January 30, 1901. 
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LAND OFFICE— APPROPRTATlOlSr TO BUY STAMPS FOR. 
S. B. No. 34.] Chj^pteu VI. 

An Act to appropriate the sum of $225.00 for the use of the General Land Office 
to purchase stamps td enable said office to conduct business for the remainder 
of the year ending February 28, 1901. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
That the sum of $225.00 be and the same is hereb)^ appropriated out of 
any monies in the State treasury, not otherwise appropriated, for the 
use of the General Land Office to buy stamps to enable said office to con- 
duct business for the remainder of the year ending February 28th, 1901. 

Sec. 2. The fact that the appropriation for the postal, telegraph and 
contingent expenses of the General Land Office will be exhausted on the 
15th inst., and that the business of said office will be brought to a stand- 
still unless this bill is passed immediately, creates an emergency and an 
imperative public necessity warranting the suspension of the constitu- 
tional rule requiring bills to be read on three several days, and said rule 
is hereby suspended, and this act take effect and be in force from and 
after its passage, and it is so enacted. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
Senate by two-thirds vote, yeas 22, nays ; and passed the House of Kep- 
resentatives by two-thirds vote, yeas 114, nays 0.] 

Approved February 1, 1901. 

Became a law February 1, 1901. 



STONEWALL COUNTY— JURISDICTION OF COUNTY COURT. 
S. B. No. 76.] Chapter VII. 

An Act to restore and confer upon the county court of Stonewall county the 
dvil and criminal jurisdiction heretofore belonging to said court under the 
CJonstitution and general statutes of Texas; to define the jurisdiction of said 
court; to conform the jurisdiction of the district court of said county to such 
change; to fix the time of holding court, and to repeal all laws in conflict with 
this act. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
That the county court of Stonewall county shall hereafter have exclusive 
original jurisdiction in civil cases wherein the matter in controversy" 
sliall exceed in value two hundred dollars and shall not exceed five hun- 
dred dollars, exclusive of interest, and shall have concurrent jurisdiction 
with the district court of said county when the amount in controversy 
shall exceed five hundred dollars and shall not exceed one thousand 
dollars. 

Sec. 2. Said court shall have appellate jurisdiction in civil cases over 
which the justice court have original jurisdiction when the judgment of 
the court appealed from or the amount in controversy shall exceed 
twenty dollars, exclusive of interest, and said county court shall have the 
power to hear and determine the cases brought up from the justice court 
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on certiorari, under the provisions of the Kevised Statutes of 1895 relat- 
ing thereto. 

Sec. 3. The county judge of said county shall have authority either in 
term time or vacation to grant writs of injunction, sequestration, 
mandamus, garnishment, attachment, certiorari, supersedeas, and all 
other writs necessary to the enforcement of the jurisdiction of said court, 
and shall also have power to issue writs of habeas corpus in all cases in 
which the Constitution has not exclusively conferred the power upon the 
district court or the judge thereof. 

Sec. 4. That said county court shall have and exercise the general 
jurisdiction of a probate court, shall probate wills, appoint guardians of 
minors, idiots, lunatics, persons non compos mentis and common drunk- 
ards, grant letters testamentary and of administration, settle accounts of 
executors, administrators and guardians, transact all business pertaining 
to the estate of deceased persons, minors, idiots, lunatics, persons non 
compos mentis and common drunkards, including the partition, settle- 
ment and distribution of the estate of deceased persons, and to apprentice 
minors as provided by the general laws, and to issue all writs necessary 
for the enforcement of the jurisdictions, orders and decrees. 

Sec. o. That said county court shall have jurisdiction in the for- 
feiture of all bonds and recognizances taken in criminal cases of which 
said court has original or appellate jurisdiction. 

Sec. 6. Said county court shall have exclusive original jurisdiction of 
all misdemeanors except misdemeanors involving official misconduct and 
excepting those misdemeanors in which the highest penalty that may be 
imposed by law is a fine without imprisonment that does not exceed two 
hundred dollars, and said court shall have concurrent jurisdiction with 
that of the justice of the peace in criminal cases and appellate jurisdic- 
tion with trial de novo in criminal cases in which the justice of the peace 
and other inferior tribunal of said county have original or appellate 
jurisdiction. 

Sec. 7. The district court of said county shall no longer have juris- 
diction of misdemeanors except misdemeanors involving official mis- 
conduct, and shall no longer have jurisdiction of cases which the county 
court of said county by the provisions of this act has original or appel- 
late jurisdiction. 

Sec. 8. It shall be the duty of the district clerk of said county, within 
thirty days after this act shall take effect to make full and complete 
transcripts of all orders on the criminal and civil docket then pending 
before the district court of said county of said cases by the provisions of 
this act original and appellate jurisdiction is given to the said county 
tjourt and to deliver said transcript, together with the original papers in 
each case, to the county clerk of said county, and the said county clerk 
shall file the same and enter said cases on their respective docket for 
trial by said court. 

Sec. 9. The said county court shall have power to hear and determine 
all motions against sheriffs and other officers of the court for failure to 
pay over money collected under the process of said court or other defal- 
cations of duty in connection with said process, and shall have power to 
punish by fine not exceeding one hundred dollars and by imprisonment 
in the county jail not exceeding two days, any person guilty of contempt 
of said county court, and all other powers and jurisdictions conferred on 
the county court by the Constitution and the general laws of the State. 
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Sec. 10. The terms of said court shall commence on the first Monday 
in February, and on the first Monday in May, and on the first Monday 
in August and on the first Monday in November of each year, and shall 
continue in session for each term until the business may be disposed of; 
provided, that the county commissioners court of said county may here- 
after change the terms of said county court when it may be deemed 
necessary. 

Sec. 11. All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act, in so far 
as they relate to. Stonewall county, Texas, be and the same are hereby 
expressly repealed. The crowded condition of the docket of the district 
court of Stonewall county creates an emergency and an imperative pub- 
lic necessity that the constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three 
several days be suspended and that this act take effect from and after its 
passage, and said rule is so suspended and it is so enacted. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
Senate by two-thirds vote, yeas 26, nays ; and passed the House of Kep- 
resentatives by two-thirds vote, yeas 112, nays 0.] 

[Note. — The foregoing act was presented to the Governor of Texas 
for his approval on the first day of February, A. D. 1901, but was not 
signed by him nor returned to the house in which it originated with his 
objections thereto within the time prescribed by the Constitution, and 
thereupon became a law without his signature. — John G. Tod, Secretary 
of State.] 

Became a law February 13, 1901. 



STOCK LAW— AMENDMENT. 
S. B. No. 2.] Chapter VIII. 

An Act to amend Section 1, of Chapter CLII, of the Acts of the Twenty-sixth 
Legislature, sent to the Governor for approval on the 27th day of May, 1899, 
amending Article 6001, Title 102, of the Revised Civil Statutes of the State of 
Texas, of 1895, relating to the stock law. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
That the act of the Twenty-sixth Legislature of the State of Texas, 
amending Article 5001, Title 102, of the Revised Civil Statutes of the 
State of Texas, of 1895, the same being House Bill 847, on page 261, 
of the acts of the regular session of the Twenty-sixth Legislature, be, and 
the same is hereby amended so as to hereafter read as follows : Article 
50O1. The counties of Refugio, Aransas and Bee are exempted from the 
provisions of this chapter. 

Sec. 2. The fact that the county of Cooke, where a stock law is abso- 
lutely necessary, was by mistake embraced in the act of the Twenty-sixth 
Legislature, exempting certain counties from the operation of Article 
oOOl, and the fact that there is now no law in said Cooke county to 
determine whether sheep, hogs or goats shall be permitted to run at large 
in said county, or in a subdivision thereof, creates an emergency and an 
imperative public necessity that the constitutional rule requiring bills 
to be read on three several days be suspended, and the same is therefore 
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hereby suspended, and this act shall take effect and be in force from and 
after its passage, and it is so enacted. 

[XoTE. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
Senate by two-thirds vote, yeas 22, nays ; and passed the House of Rep- 
resentatives by two-thirds vote, yeas 100, nays 6.] 

[Note. — The foregoing act was presented to the Governor of Texas for 
his approval on the twenty-first day of January, A. D. 1901, but was not 
signed by him nor returned to the house in which it originated with his 
objection thereto within the time prescribed by the Constitution, and 
thereupon became a law without his signature. — Geo. T. Keeble, Chief 
Clerk, Acting Secretary of State.] 

Became a law February 1, 1901. 



STATE GOVEENMENT— REGULATING FISCAL YEAR. 
H. B. No. 27.] Chapter IX. 

An Act to amend Articles 2504, 2505, 2506 and 2607, of the Revised Civil Statutes 
of the State of Texas, regulating the termination of the fiscal year, requiring 
all appropriations made for the support of the State government to conform 
thereto, the time when the accounts of the public officers shall be closed and 
reports compiled, to whom the reports shall be transmitted and the date when, 
providing for the printing of the same by the Secretary of State and transmis- 
sion of the printed copies to the Legislature, makings reports of all officers 
uniform as to the termination of the fiscal year and the date when they shall 
close their accounts and compile and make their reports, and to repeal all 
laws or parts of laws in confiict with the same, by adding Article 2507a. 

Whereas, under the act approved December 11, 1857, acts of the_ 
Seventh Legislature styled therein as Chapter 21, and entitled ^^An Act 
to change and provide a uniform time for the termination of the fiscal 
year of the several oflBcers of the State,'^ the termination of the fiscal 
year was fixed on the thirty-first day of August of each year, said act 
requiring all officers, who are required by law to report annually or bien- 
nially to the Legislature or Governor, to close their accounts on said 
date, and as soon thereafter as practicable to prepare and compile their 
respective reports; said act also requiring all such reports, intended for 
the use of the Legislature, to be transmitted by the respective officers 
to the Secretary of State on or before the first day of November before 
the assembling of the Legislature : and also requiring that the Secretary 
of State shall cause the same to be printed in accordance with the laws 
regulating public printing before the assembling of the Legislature ; and 
also requiring that upon the organization of the Legislature the Secre- 
tary of State shall transmit to the presiding officers of both houses ten 
copies of each printecl report for the use of the members of the Legisla- 
ture; and 

Whereas, subsequent to the enactment of said above named law other 
offices, departments and institutions have been created and other laws 
enacted requiring such particular officers to make their reports and to 
close their accounts and make their said reports at other and different 
dates than the one required by the said above named act, thereby repeal- 
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ing by implication so much of said act of 1857 as would affect the said 
officers, departments and institutions, and thereby causing confusion and 
want of uniformity in reference to the termination of the said fiscal year 
and the time within which said reports shall be compiled ; and 

Whereas, uniformity as to the termination of the fiscal year and the 
date of compiling their reports is desired, applying to all officers, depart- 
ments and institutions alike, required by law to report annually and 
biennially to the Legislature and Governor aforesaid; and 

Whereas, the appropriations made for the support of the State govern- 
ment should be for the same period as the fiscal year conforming thereto ; 
therefore 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
That the said Title XLVII, of the Revised Civil Statutes of the State of 
Texas, shall be amended to read as follows : 

Article 2504 (2436). The fiscal year of the State shall terminate on 
the thirty-first day of August of each year, and the appropriations made 
for the support of the State government shall conform thereto. 

Article 2505 (2437). All officers who are required by law to report 
annually or biennially to the Legislature or Governor, shall close their 
accounts op. said date, and as soon threafter as practicable shall prepare 
and compile their respective reports. 

Article 2506 (2438). All annual or biennial reports intended for the 
use of the Legislature or Governor shall be transmitted by the respective 
officers to the Secretary of State on or before the first day of November, 
and the Secretary of State shall cause the same to be printed in accord- 
ance with the laws regulating public printing, as soon as praticable; all 
biennial reports to be printed before the assembling of the Legislature. 

Article 2507 (2439). Upon the organization of the Legislature the 
Secretary of State shall transmit to the presiding officers of both houses 
ten copies of each printed report for the use of the members of the Leg- 
islature. 

Article 2507a. The purpose of this act is to require all appropriations 
for the support of the State government to conform to the fiscal year 
as provided in Article 2504 ; and all officers that are required by law to 
report annually or biennially to either the Legislature or Governor to 
close their accounts, transmit their reports at a uniform date; and all 
laws or parts of laws in conflict with this act are hereby repealed. 

Sec. 2. Wliereas, there is now no uniform law regulating or requir- 
ing reports of all the departments of the State, creates an emergency 
and an imperative public necessity that the constitutional rule, requiring 
bills to be read on three several days, be and the same is hereby sus- 
pended, and that this act shall take effect and be in force from and after 
its passage, and it is so enacted. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
House of Representatives by two-thirds vote, yeas 112, nays 0; and 
passed the Senate by two-thirds vote, yeas 26, nays 0.] 

Approved February 12, 1901. 

Became a law February 12, 1901. 
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NORTH TEXAS NORMAL COLLEGE— ESTABLISHING. 
S. B. No. 48.] Chapter X. 

An Act to amend Section 4 of an act entitled "An Act to provide for the estab- 
lishment, maintenance and government of a State normal school, to be located 
at Denton, Texas, and be known as the North Texas Normal College," being 
Chapter LIII, of the General Laws of the State of Texas, passed at the Regu- 
lar Session of the Twenty-sixth Legislature, approved Jiiarch 31, 1899, and to 
regulate admission of students to said college, and provide for the maintenanee 
of the same, and to declare an emergency. 

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 

Section 1. That Section 4 of an act entitled "An Act to provide for 
the establishment, maintenance and government of a State Normal 
School, to be located at Denton, Texas, and be known as The North 
Texas Normal CoUege,^^ being Chapter LIII of the General Laws of the 
State of Texas, passed at the regular session of the Twenty-sixth Legis- 
lature, approved March 31, 1899, be amended so as hereafter to read as 
follows : 

Tuition in said normal shall be free to all .students who are at least 
sixteen years of age, of good moral character, and who wish to prepare 
themselves for the profession of teaching, and it shall be the duty of the 
Comptroller of Public Accounts to set apart annually, beginning Septem- 
ber 1st, 1901, out of the general revenue, the sum of twenty thousand 
dollars for the maintenance of said normal school, together with such 
other sums as may be appropriated by the Legislature for defraying a 
part of the expenses of the students appointed from year to year by Sen- 
ators and Representatives, such sum or sums to be placed to the credit 
of such State normal school, and which shall be paid out upon warrants 
approved by the Governor and attested by the State Board of Education. 
The Board of Education is hereby authorized to receive from the agent 
of the Peabody Education Fund such sums as he may tender for the aid 
of the said State normal school, to be disbursed in such manner as may 
be prescribed by the donor. All State students attending such college 
shall sign a written obligation, in a book to be kept for that purpose, 
binding said student to teach in the public schools of this State for as 
long a period of time as they attend said college, for which teaching they 
shall receive the same compensation as other teachers, and said Board of 
Education shall make rules by wliich students may receive diplomas and 
certificates as qualifications as teachers, authorizing them to teach with- 
out further examination. 

Sec. 2. The fact that there is now no law regulating and providing 
for the maintenance and operation of the North Texas Normal College, 
an institution created by the Twenty-sixth Legislature, and the further 
fact that in its present condition it is without value as a State institution, 
creates an emergency and an imperative public necessity that the consti- 
tutional rule requiring bills to be read on three several days be suspended 
and that this act take effect and be in force from and after its passage, 
and it is so enacted. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
Senate by two-thirds vote, yeas 24, nays ; and reported to the House of 
Eepresentatives, where it was amended and passed by two-thirds vote. 
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yeas 87, nays 10; Senate concurred in House amendments, yeas 18, nays 
3.] 

Approved February 18, 1901. 

Takes effect ninety days after adjournment. 



EPILEPTIC ASYLUM. 
H. B. No. 365.] Chapter XT. 

An Act to amend Sections 7, 8 and 10 of "An Act to provide for the location and 
building of a branch asylum for the care and treatment of the epileptic insane 
of the State, and to make an appropriation therefor," passed by the Twenty- 
sixth Legislature of the State of Texas, and approved February 0, 1899; and 
to repeal an act of the First Called Session of the Twenty-sixth Legislature on 
the same subject, approved February 20, 1900, and all other laws in conflict 
herewith. 

Sectiojst 1. Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
That Sections 7, 8 and 10 of "An Act to provide for the location and 
building of a branch asylum for the care and treatment of the epileptic 
insane of the State, and to make an appropriation therefor/^ passed by 
the Twenty-sixth liCgislature of the State of Texas, and approved Feb- 
ruary 9th, 1899, be amended so as to read as hereinafter set out; and that 
the act of the first called session of said Twenty-sixth Legislature on 
the same subject, approved February 20th, 1900, and all other laws in 
conflict herewith ])e, and the same are hereby repealed: 

"Section 7. That there shall be constructed upon said grounds, so 
selected, suitable and permanent buildings, consisting of an administra- 
tion building, hospital, and cottages for epileptics, together with the 
necessary equipments for furnishing water, heat, light, sewerage, ventila- 
tion, and other necessary appurtenances and contingencies, together with 
one laundry of sufficient capacity for the needs of said asylum. That 
said buildings be built of rock or Texas made brick, and sufficiently plain 
and economical in construction as not to cost exceeding $200,000. The 
Grovemor shall, as soon as possible after the passage of this act, together 
with the Comptroller and State Treasurer, receive bids for the construc- 
tion of eaid buildings and other improvements mentioned herein, and 
shall accept the lowest reasonable bids made for said construction, within 
the limits hereinbefore mentioned, who shall give a good and sufficient 
bond for the completion of said improvements, according to the contract 
entered into by them; provided, that said board shall have the right to 
reject any and all bids as they may see proper.^' 

"Section 8. That there shall be, and is hereby appropriated out of the 
general revenue of the State not otherwise appropriated, the sum of 
$75,000 for Jhe fiscal year 1901, and the further sum of $125,000 accru- 
ing for the fiscal year 1902, for the erection of said buildings and other 
improvements and fixtures mentioned in Section 7 of this act, as may be 
necessary towards building, equipping, establishing and operating said 
asylum, and for contingent expenses." 

'^Section 10. The commissioners appointed by the Governor shall 
select the site for said asylum at or near the city of Abilene; provided. 
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that the city of Abilene shall donate to said asylum 640 acres of good 
arable land within three miles of said city, and at a convenient distance 
to the lake, to be determined by said commissioners, and shall agree and 
bind itself to furnish said asylum, for a period of seventeen years, all 
the water said asylum may need, for any purpose whatsoever, at a rate 
not to exceed 2^ cents for each 1000 gallons — ^said water to be pure and 
healthy — and to be furnished in the lake, and pumped and taken out of 
the lake by said asylum; and provided further, that said city shall also 
bind itself, by proper and legal agreement, that water shall after the 
expiration of said seventeen years, be furnished in said lake to said 
asylum free of any charge whatsoever, but should said city fail or refuse 
to make said donation of land and water, as hereinbefore provided, then 
the board of construction appointed by the terms of this bill, shall be free 
to select said site anywhere in Texas, subject to said terms and condi- 
tions as the Governor may require/' 

Sec. 2. Whereas, there are about two hundred epileptic insane in the 
several asylnms of the State who are in great need of separation from the 
other insane at the asylums ; and whereas, there are also about two hun- 
dred epileptic insane throughout the State who are in great need of care 
and treatment, and cannot be admitted into the several asylums of the 
State on account of the crowded condition of said asylums, therefore, an 
emergency and an imperative public necessity exists which makes it 
necessary that the constitutional rnle requiring bills to be read on three 
several days be suspended, and that this act take effect and be in force 
from and after its passage, and it is so enacted. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
House of Representatives by two-thirds vote, yeas 96, nays ; and passed 
the Senate by two-thirds vote, yeas 22, nays 0.] 

Approved February 21, 1901. 

Became a law February 21, 1901. 



MEDICINE— EEGULATING THE PRACTICE OF. 
H. B. No. 173.] Chapter XII. 

An Act to repeal Title LXXXII, of the Revised Statutes of the State of Texas, 
and to pass in lieu thereof this act: To license physicians and surgeons and 
endeavor to regulate the practice of medicine, and to punish persons violating 
the provisions thereof in the State of Texas. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
That Title LXXXII, Articles 3777, 3778, 3779, 3780, 3781, 3782, 3783, 
3784, 3785, 3786, 3787, 3788, 3789, of the Eevised Statutes of Texas, be 
and are hereby repealed, and the following be enacted : 

Sec. 2. There shall be established three boards of medical examiners 
for the State of Texas, to be named and stjded "the Board of Medical 
Examiners for the State of Texas,'^ "the Board of Eclectic Medical 
Examiners for the State of Texas,^^ and "the Board of Homeopathic 
Medical Examiners of the State of Texas," said boards to consist of 
nine members each, whose terms of oifice shall be for two years or nntil 
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their successors have been appointed and qualified; provided, that no 
member shall be a professor or teacher in any medical school. 

Sec. 3. The said boards shall each consist of men learned in medicine 
and surgery now in active practice, who shall have resided in the State 
of Texas, and shall have practiced medicine for not less than five years 
prior to their appointment, having complied with the laws relating to the 
practice of medicine already in force in the State of Texas, and shall be 
appointed by the Governor on the tenth day of May following his inaugu- 
ration, from a list of names twice the number to be appointed, to be fur- 
nished him and recommended by the Texas State Medical Association, 
the Eclectic Medical Society of the State of Texas, the Homeopathic 
Medical Society of the State of Texas; provided, however, in case the 
Governor shall consider any of the persons so recommended unsuitable he 
may decline to appoint any such person or persons, and communicate the 
fact to the presiding ofiicer of the society presenting the nomination,, and 
such society shall, within sixty days thereafter, make other recommenda- 
tions ; and provided, that no one shall be eligible to appointment or serv- 
ice on such medical board who is addicted to intoxication or the habitual 
use of morphine, cocaine, or other such drugs. Vacancies occurring in 
such board shall be filled from the list already in the hands of the Gov- 
ernor for unexpired terms. 

Sec. 4. The members of such boards shall qualify by taking the usual 
oath of office before the county judge of the county in which they shall 
respectively reside. The officers of said board shall be a president, vice- 
president, and secretary, who shall also act as treasurer. Six members 
shall constitute a quorum. Regular meetings of the boards shall be held 
at least twice a year at such times and places as the boards may from 
time to time determine. Due notice of said meetings shall be given by 
publication in such papers as may be selected by the boards. Special 
meetings may be held upon the call of the president and two members. 
The board may prescribe rules, regulations and by-laws for their own 
proceedings and government, and for the examination by its members of 
applicants for the practice of medicine, surgery and midwifery. 

Sec. 5. It shall be the duty of said boards at any of their meetings to 
examine all persons making application to them who shall desire to com- 
mence the practice of medicine, surgery, midwifery in this State, and 
who shall not by the provisions of this act be exempt from such examina- 
tion, and when an applicant shall have passed a satisfactory examination 
a certificate signed by all members of the board shall be issued to said 
applicant entitling him or her to practice medicine, surgery, obstetrics 
in the State of Texas and shall have affixed to it the seal of the State of 
Texas. 

Sec. 6. In case any applicant shall fail to pass a satisfactory examina- 
tion he or she shall not be permitted to stand any further examination 
within one year thereafter, and in no event shall an applicant who stands 
rejected by one of said boards be examined or licensed by either of the 
other boards. If an applicant desires to practice a system not repre- 
sented by any of the boards hereby established, he or she may elect for 
himself or herself the board before which he or she will appear for exam- 
ination ; provided, that no applicant shall be rejected because of his or her 
adherence to any particular school of medicine or system of practice, nor 
on account of his or her views as to the method of treatment, and cure of 
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disease; and provided further, when in the opinion of the presidents of 
the boards any applicant has iDeen unavoidably prevented from appear- 
ing before the board at their regular meeting, said president shall, upon 
notification appoint a committee of three members to examine such appli- 
cant and if the examination be satisfactory notify he secretary, who shall 
issue him or her a temporary certificate, which shall have the same force 
and effect as though granted by the full board until the applicant shall 
have the opportunity to appear before the board at its next regular meet- 
ing when said temporary certificate shall become void. No applicant 
shall be admitted to examination who cannot submit satisfactory evidence 
that he or she is more than twenty-one years of age, and is of good moral 
character. Applications for license must be made in writing and pre- 
sented to the president or secretary of the board before which the appli- 
cant desires to appear and must be accompanied by a fee of fifteen 
dollars ; provided, when an applicant desires to practice midwifery alone 
the fee shall be five dollars. 

Sec. 7. The boards of examiners shall keep a record of their proceed- 
ings in a book kept for that purpose, showing name, age, place and dura- 
tion of residence of each applicant, the time spent in medical study in or 
out of medical schools which have granted said applicant any degree or 
certificate of attendance upon lectures in medicine; said register shall 
show also whether said applicant was rejected or licensed and shall be 
prima facie evidence of all matters contained therein. 

Sec. 8. From and after the passage of this amendriient it shall be 
unlawful for any person to practice medicine, surgery or obstetrics in 
this State except : First, all those who were practicing medicine in Texas 
prior to January Ist, 1885. Second, all those who began the practice of 
medicine in this State after the above date who have complied with the 
laws of this State regulating the practice of medicine in force prior to the 
passage of this act ; provided, that those who had diplomas recorded since 
January 1, 1891, shall present to the State Boards of Medical Examiners 
herein provided for satisfactory evidence that their diplomas .were issued 
by bona fide medical colleges of respectable standing, receive a certificate 
from said boards, which shall be recorded- as herein provided for, and 
provided that no fees shall be required for the issuing of such certificates. 
Third, all persons who shall hereafter receive certificates from the Board 
of Medical Examiners of this State as above provided for, and who shall 
also in all other respects have complied with the provisions of this act. 
Fourth, and provided, that all persons who may change their residence to 
the State of Texas, on filing a true copy of a license granted by the board 
of medical examiners of another State or territory, certified by the affi- 
davits of the president and secretary of said board, with satisfactory 
proof of the genuineness of the same, and showing that the standard of 
requirements of the medical laws of said State or territory and that 
adopted by said board of medical examiners are equal to that provided for 
in this act, and who, on payment of the usual fee of fifteen dollars, may 
be registered and receive a license from the board of medical examiners of 
Texas to practice in this State. Fifth, and provided further, that all 
persons who desire to hereafter begin the practice of midwifery in this 
State, and charge for their services, shall make application to the medical 
examining boards, said application to be accompanied with the fee of five 
dollars as herein provided, and when the said medical examining boards 
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• may admit to examination such applicant, and after passing a satisfac- 
tory examination in this special branch, will be granted a license to prac- 
tice midwifery in the State of Texas; provided, this shall not apply to 
those who do not follow midwifery as a profession, and who do not adver- 

. tise themselves as midwives, or hold themselves out to the public as prac- 
ticing the profession of midwifery. 
Sec. 9. Any person shall be regarded as practicing medicine or sur- 

: gery within the meaning of this act who shall profess publicly to be a 
physician or surgeon and shall offer for practice as such for those needing 
medical or surgical aid, and shall charge therefor money or other compen- 
sation. This act shall be so construed as to include persons not pretending 
to be physicians who offer for sale publicly on the streets or other public 
places remedies not manufactured and compounded within this State 
which they recommend for the cure of disease, but this act shall not apply 
to any commissioned officer or contract surgeon of the United States 
army, navy or marine hospital service in the performance of their duties 
as such, nor to any legally qualified and registered dentist under the laws 
of this State, nor to any lawfully qualified physician or surgeon residing 
in other States or territories, meeting registered physicians and surgeons 
of this State in consultation. 
Sec. 10. The applicant shall be examined in the following branches: 

I Anatomy, physiology, chemistry, materia medica, therapeutics, histology, 
pathology, practice of medicine, surgery, including diseases of the eye, 
ear, nose and throat; obstetrics, gynecology, hygiene, and medical juris- 
prudence. 

I Sec. 11. The fund realized from the fees aforesaid shall be applied 

i first to the payment of the necessary expenses of the boards of examin- 
ers, each board receiving only such fees as are collected from applicants 
which appear before said board. In addition to expenses the secretary 
shall receive ten dollars per day while in actual attendance upon regular 
meetings. If any balance be left in the treasury of the boards it shall be 
divided among the members in attendance as compensation for loss of 
time. 

Sec. 12. Before any persoji obtaining a license under the provisions 
of this act can lawfully practice medicine, surgery or midwifery in this 
State he or she shall cause the said license to be recorded in the district 
C'lerk^s office in the county in which he or she offers to practice. The 

\ license shall be recorded by the clerk of the district court in a book to be 
kept for that purpose, which shall be properly indexed. The clerk shall 
receive from the applicant a fee of fifty cents for recording this instru- 
ment. 

Sec. 13. Any person who shall practice medicine, surgery or mid- 
wifery in this State in violation of the provisions of this act shall be fined 
not less than fifty dollars nor more than iive hundred dollars for each 
offense or by both fine and imprisonment not exceeding six months and it 
shall not be lawful for him or her to recover by action, suit, motion, or 
warrant, any compensation for services which may be claimed to have 
been rendered by him or her as such physician, surgeon or midwife ; pro- 
vided, that the provisions of this act do not apply to persons treating 
disease who do not prescribe or give drugs or medicine. 

Sec. 14. That Title LXXXII, of the Kevised Statutes of Texas, and 
Articles 3777, 3778, 3779, 3780, 3781, 3782, 3783, 3784, 3785, 3786, 
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3787,- 3788, 3789, of said title be and the same are hereby repealed, and • 
all laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act be and are hereby 
repealed. 

Sec. 15. The fact that there is no law in force adequately providing 
for the license of physicians, surgeons and midwives creates an emer- 
gency and an imperative public necessity that the constitutional rule 
requiring bills to be read on three several days be suspended and this 
act be placed on its final passage and it is so enacted. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
House of Eepresentatives by two-thirds vote, yeas 92, nays 2 ; and passed 
the Senate.by two-thirds vote, yeas 23, nays O.J 

Approved February 22, 1901. 

Takes effect ninety days after adjournment. 



BONDS— REGULATING THE ISSUANCE OF. 
II. B. No. 164.1 Chapter XIII. 

An Act amending Articles 883 and 918e, of Chapter 2, Title 25, Revised Statutes 
of Texas, 1895, relating to the issuance of bonds by counties, and the registra- 
tion by the Comptroller of bonds issued by counties, cities and towns; 
providing for the cancellation of old bonds when new ones are issued in lieu 
thereof; providing that Articles 903, 904, 905, 900, 907 and 908 shall remain in 
full force so far as they relate to bonds heretofore issued under Article 902 
and all laws of which said article is amendatory; repealing all laws in conflict 
herewith and particularly Article 902, and declaring an emergency. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
That Articles 883 and 918e, of Chapter 2, Title 25, Eevised Statutes of 
Texas, 1895, be so amended as to hereafter read as follows: 

Article 883. Where bonds have been legally issued, or may be here- 
after issued, by any county for any of the purposes above named, new- 
bonds bearing the same, or a lower rate of interest, may be issued, in 
conformity with existing law, in lieu thereof. 

Article 918e. When said bonds have been examined by the Attorney 
General, and his certificate attached thereto, they shall be registered by 
the Comptroller, in a book to be kept for that purpose, and the certificate 
of the Attorney General to the validity of such bonds shall be preserved 
of record, for use in the event of litigation ; provided, that in the case of 
funding or refunding bonds, the Comptroller shall not register the same 
until the old bonds, in lieu of which such funding or refunding bonds are 
issued, are presented to him for cancellation, whereupon, after registra- 
tion of the new bonds he shall cancel the old, and deliver such new bonds 
to the proper party or parties; provided further, that the old bonds may 
be so presented for cancellation in installments, and a like amount of the 
new bonds registered and delivered as herein provided. 

Sec. 2. That all laws and part of laws in conflict herewith, and par- 
ticularly Article 902, are hereby repealed; provided, that Articles 903, 
904, 905, 906, 907 and 908, Revised Statutes of Texas, 1895, shall 
remain in full force and effect in so far as they relate or pertain to any 
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and all bonds heretofore issued under said Article 902 and all laws of 
which said article is amendatory. 

Sec. 3. There being now no law authorizing counties to fund bonded 
indebtedness issued since January 1, 1895, and many counties having now 
outstanding bonds issued since said date, which may be funded by issu- 
ing new bonds bearing a much lower rate of interest, creates an emer- 
gency and an imperative public necessity that the constitutional rule 
requiring bills to be read on three several days be suspended, and that 
this act take effect and be in force from and after its passage, and said 
rule is so suspended, and it is so enacted. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
House of Kepresentatives by two-thirds vote, yeas 88, nays 10 ; and passed 
the Senate by two-thirds vote, yeas 23, nays 0.] 

Approved February 28, 1901. 

Became a law February 28, 1901. 



ELEEMOSYNARY INSTITUTIONS— DEFICIENCY APPRO- 
PRIATIONS FOR SUPPORT OF. 

H. B. No. 414.] Chapter XIV. 

An Act making appropriations for the support of the State eleemosynary institu- 
tions and Confederate Home for the six months beginning March 1, 1901 ; and 
for other purposes. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
That the following sums of money, or so much thereof as may be neces- 
sary, are hereby Appropriated out of any money in the treasury not 
otherwise appropriated, for the support of the State eleemosynary insti- 
tutions and the Confederate Home, for the six months beginning March 
1, 1901, and ending August 31, 1901; and for other purposes: 

FOR THE NORTH TEXAS INSANE ASYLUM. 

Groceries, fuel, light and water $16,787 34 

Dry goods and clothing 1,662 00 

FOR THE SOUTHWESTERN INSANE ASYLUM. 

Groceries, fuel, light and water 9,207 77 

Dry goods and clothing 4,047 00 

FOR THE STATE LUNATIC ASYLUM. 

Groceries, fuel, light and water 9,960 65 

Dry goods and clothing 3,583 00 

FOR THE DEAF AND DUMB ASYLUM. 

Supplies, provisions, etc 4,708 47 

2-G. L. 



18 GENERAL LAWS OF TEXAS. \21th Leg. 

FOR THE CONFEDERATE HOME. 

Maintenance of inmates 6,288 00 

FOR THE STATE ORPHAN HOME. 

Maintenance : . . 6,260 05 

FOR THE BLIND ASYLUM. 

Groceries, provisions, etc 2,672 70 

Dry goods and clothing 526 00 

FOR THE DEAF, DUMB AND BLIND ASYLUM FOR COLORED. 

Groceries, provisions and miscellaneous 2,510 09 

Sec. 2. Whereas, there are no appropriations for the support of the 
institutions named, an emergency and an imperative public necessity 
exists for the suspension of the constitutional rule requiring bills to be 
read on three several days, and that this act shall take eflfect from and 
after its passage^ and it is so enacted. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
House of Eepresentatives by two-thirds vote, yeas 101, nays 1, and was 
reported to tne Senate where it was amended and passed by two-thirds 
vote, yeas 21, nays 0; House concurred in Senate amendment by two- 
thirds vote, yeas 103, nays 0.] 

Approved March \\ 1901. 

Became a law March 1, 1901. 



CORPORATIONS— AMENDMENT TO LAW AUTHORIZING 
CREATION OF. 

S. B. No. 9.] Chapter XV. 

An Act to amend Subdivision 56, of Article 642, of Chapter One Hundred and 
Thirty, of the acts of the Regular Session of the Twenty-fifth Legislature, 
entitled "An Act to amend Articles 641 and 642, Chapter 2, Title 21, of the 
Revised Civil Statutes of Texas, relating to corporations." 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Taxas: 
That Subdivision 56, of Article 642, of the above recited act sought 
hereby to be amended, be and the same is hereby amended so as to here- 
after read as follows : . 

(56) The stockholder's of all private corporations created for profit 
and with an authorized capital stock, under the provisions of this chap- 
ter, shall be required to pay in at least $100,000, in cash, of their author- 
ized capital stock, or to subscribe at least fifty per cent, and pay in at 
least ten per cent, of their authorized capital, before they shall be 
authorized to do business in this State, and whenever the stockholders 
of any such company shall furnish satisfactory evidence to the Secretary 
of State that at least $100,000 of its authorized capital stock has been 
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paid in, in cash, or that at least fifty per cent, of its authorized capital 
has been subscribed and ten per cent, paid in, it shall be the duty of 
said officer to receive, file and record the charter of such company in the 
office of the Secretary of State upon application, and the payment of all 
fees therefor, and to give his certificate showing the record of said char- 
ter, and authority to do business thereunder; provided, that foreign 
corporations obtaining permits to do business in this State shall show to 
the satisfaction of the Secretary of State that at least $100,000, in cash, 
of their authorized capital stock has been paid in, or that fifty per cent, 
of their authorized capital stock has been subscribed and at least ten per 
cent, of the authorized capital has been paid in, before such permit is 
issued. 

Sec. 2. Whereas, the permits of various corporations which have 
made investments in Texas in accordance with law have expired, and are 
about to expire, and there is now no law authorizing the renewal of same, 
without which they will be compelled to realize on all investments, and 
withdraw from the State, thereby causing great hardships to them and 
their debtors, therefbre, an emergency exists and an imperative public 
necessity demands that the constitutional rule which requires bills to be 
read on three several days in each house be suspended, and that this act 
take effect and be in force from and after its passage, and it is so enacted. 

[Note. — The enrolled biU shows that the foregoing act passed the 
Senate by two-thirds vote, yeas 21, nays 3; and passed the House of Kep- 
resentatives by two-thirds vote, vote not given.] 

Approved March 4, 1901. 

Became a law March 4, 1901. 



STATE TEE ASUREK— AUTHORITY TO REPCTND MONEY TO 

COUNTIES, ETC. 

S. B. No. 68.] Chapter XVI. 

An Act authorizing the State Treasurer when money is remaining in the State 
treasury to the credit of any county, city or town after the obligations for 
which such money was placed in the treasury have been fully paid off, to 
return such money to the county, dty or town to which it belongs. 

Section 1. Be it enacted hy the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
Whenever there is any money in the State treasury placed there to pay 
off any of the obligations due by any county, city or town, and it is made 
to appear to the Comptroller, by certified copy of the records of county 
commissioners court, or by other satisfactory evidence, that said obliga- 
tions are no longer outstanding against such county, city or town, then 
it shall be the duty of the Comptroller to draw a warrant on the State 
treasury in favor of such county, city or town for the amount of money 
so remaining in the treasury, and the State Treasurer shall pay such 
money on said warrant of the Comptroller to the treasurer of such 
county, city or town. 

Sec. 2. The fact that there is now no general law authorizing the 
Treasurer to return money remaining in the treasury after paying of! 
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the obligations for which such money has been paid, and the fact that 
there is now in the treasury money due to counties, cities and towns, 
creates an emergency and imperative public necessity that the constitu- 
tional rule requiring bills to be read on three several days be suspended, 
and that this act take effect and be in force from and after its passage, 
and it is so enacted. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
Senate by two-thirds vote, yeas 24, nays ; and passed the House of Rep- 
resentatives by two-thirds vote, yeas 97, nays 0.] 

Approved March 5, 1901. 

Became a law March 5, 1901. 



COUNTY JUDGES— APPOINTMENT OF SPECIAL JUDGES IN 
CONDEMNATION PROCEEDINGS. 

S. B. No. 15.] Chapter XVIL 

An Act to provide for the selection or appointment of special county judges in 
condemnation proceedings as provided for in Chapter 8, Title XCIV, of the 
Revised Civil Statutes of the State of Texas, when the county judge is dis- 
qualified. 

Section 1. Bq it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
That where any petition or statement for condemnation be presented to 
a county judge as provided in Article 4447 of the Eevised Civil Statutes 
of the State of Texas, and such judge shall be disqualified to act by 
reason of any of the matters mentioned in Article 1129 of the Revised 
Civil Statutes of the State of Texas, he shall endorse his certificate of 
such disqualification upon such petition or statement for condemna- 
tion and file the same with the county clerk, who shall make a certified 
copy of such petition or statement for condemnation and of such endorse- 
ment thereon, and forward the same forthwith to the Governor; where- 
upon the Governor shall proceed to appoint some person learned in the 
law to act as special judge who shall have and exercise all of the powers 
conferred upon the county judge by Chapter 8, Title XCIV, of the 
Eevised Civil Statutes of the State of Texas, and shall proceed to make 
the appointment of commissioners as provided by Article 4448 of the said 
statutes upon the said petition or statement for condemnation already 
filed, and in the event objections shall be filed by either party to t^^e 
award of commissioners, the person so appointed by the Governor shall 
preside at all trials of the cause in the county court until such time as 
the disqualification of the county judge may have ceased; provided, that 
any time before such disqualification is so certified to the Governor, the 
parties by agreement may select such special judge. 

Sec. 2. Whereas, there is now no law of the State of Texas providing 
for the appointment of a judge to act in condemnation proceedings where 
the county judge is disqualified, and the fact that in one or more coun- 
ties in the State where the right of condemnation is sought to be exer- 
cised, the county judge is disqualified, creates an imperative public 
necessity and emergency for the suspension of the constitutional rule 
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requiring bills to be read on three several days and that this act take 
efiect from and after its passage, and it is so enacted. 

[XoTE. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
Senate by two-thirds vote, yeas 23, nays ; and passed the House of Eep- 
resentatives by two-thirds vote, yeas 95, nays 2.] 

Approved March 7, 1901. 

Became a law March 7, 1901. 



FISH LAW— AMENDMENT. 

H. B. No. 4.] Chapteh XVIIL 

An Act to amend Chapter 153, of the General Laws of the State of Texas, passed 
at the Kegular Session of the Twenty-fifth Legislature and amended at the 
Kegular Session of the Twenty-sixth Legislature, entitled "An Act to prohibit 
the taking of fish from the fresh waters and streams of this State otherwise 
than by means of the ordinary hook and line and trot line, and to prohibit 
the sale or shipping of game fish in this State, and to provide penalties for the 
violation thereof," by exempting the county of Cherokee and other counties 
from the provisions of this act. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
That Chapter 153 of the General Laws of the State of Texas, passed at 
the Regular Session of the Twenty-fifth Legislature and amended at the 
Eegiilar Session of the Twenty-sixth Legislature, be amended so as to 
hereafter read as follows: 

Chapter 153. That if any person shall at any time during the 
year take, catch, ensnare or entrap any fish, except minnows for bait, 
by means of nets, traps, poison or dynamite or in any other manner than 
the ordinary hook and line or trot line, in any of the fresh waters, lakes 
or streams of this State, such person shall be deemed guilty of a mis- 
demeanor and upon conviction thereof shall be fined not less than $25.00 
and not more than $100.00 ; provided, that minnows for bait shall not 
be taken by poison or dynamite ; provided further, that the following 
counties are hereby exempt from the provisions of this act, except as refer 
to the taking, catching or ensnaring of fish by poison or dynamite or by 
means of nets or seines, or by ditching, draining or muddying in any 
lake, pond or pool without the consent of the owner of said lakes, ponds 
or pools: Stephens, Eastland, Palo Pinto, Panola, Comanche, Knox, 
Shackelford, Young, Archer, Throckmorton, Baylor, Delta, Franklin, 
Camp, Red Eiver, Burnet, San Jacinto, Polk, Cooke, Collin, Ellis, Hill, 
Kaufman, Mason, Llano, Nacogdoches, Coryell, Fannin, Rockwall, John- 
son, Trinity, Walker, Lavaca, Bosque, Hamilton, Brazos, Gregg, Shelby, 
Sabine, Zapata, Starr, Hidalgo, Cameron, Titus, Morris, Hardin, Jeffer- 
son, Tyler, Liberty, Grimes, Jasper, Montgomery, Caldwell, Goliad, 
DeWitt, Montague, Newton, San Augustine, Cherokee, Wood, Cass, 
Upshur, Hopkins, Harrison, Walker, Galveston, Brazoria, Wharton, 
Chambers, Matagorda, Freestone, Lamar, Hunt, Hood, Austin, Rains, 
Brown, Denton and Angelina; provided, that Webb county is hereby 
exempted from all the provisions of this act. 

Sec. 2. All laws and parts of laws in conflict herewith are hereby 
repealed. 
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Sec. 3. The fact that the people of Cherokee county demand the pas- 
sage of this law, and the further fact that the people of adjoining 
counties are now enjoying the advantages that the passage of this act 
will afford Cherokee county, creates an emergency and an imperative 
public necessity, requires the suspension of the constitutional rule 
requiring bills to be read on three several days, and the rule is hereby 
suspended and this act shall take effect and be in force from and after 
its passage. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
House of Eepresentatives by two-thirds vote, yeas 110, nays 1 ; and passed 
the Senate by two-thirds vote, yeas 22, nays ; Free Conference Commit- 
tee report adopted by the House by two-thirds vote, yeas 91, nays 1 ; and 
adopted by the Senate by two-thirds vote, yeas 22, nays 0.] 

Approved March 7, 1901. 

Became a law March 7, 1901. 



FOUKTH JUDICIAL DISTKICT— KEORGANIZATION OF. 
H. B. No. 413.] Chapter XIX. 

An Act to reorganize the Fourth Judicial District of Texas, and to designate the 
counties which compose the same, and to transfer the county of Gregg from 
the Seventh Judicial District of Texas to the Fourth Judicial District; to 
prescribe the time for holding the district courts therein; to validate all pro- 
cess, writs and bonds issued or executed prior to the taking effect of this 
act and returnable to the terms of said court, as heretofore fixed by law, and 
to make same returnable to the terms of said court as fixed by this act, and to 
repeal all laws and parts of laws in conflict herewith, and declaring an emer- 
gency. 

Section 1. Bo it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
The Fourth Judicial District shall hereafter be composed of the counties 
of Busk, Harrison, Panola and Gregg. 

Sec. 2. The terms of the district court shall hereafter be held in 
said district as follows: 

In the county of Busk, on the first Monday in January and July, and 
may continue in session five weeks. 

In the county of Harrison, on the fifth Monday after the first Monday 
in January and July, and may continue in session seven weeks. 

In the county of Panola, on the twelfth Monday after the first Monday 
in January and July, and may continue in session four weeks. 

In the county of Gregg, on the sixteenth Monday after the first Mon- 
day in January and July, and may continue in session until the business 
is disposed of. 

Sec. 3. That all process, writs and bonds issued or executed prior to 
the taking effect of this act and returnable to the terms of said court, as 
heretofore fixed by law in the several counties composing the said dis- 
trict, are hereby made returnable to the terms of said court in the several 
counties as fixed in this act ; and all process heretofore returned, as well 
as all bonds and recognizances heretofore entered into in any of said 
courts, shall be as valid as if no changes had been made in the time of 
holding said courts. 
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Sec. 4. All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are hereby 
repealed. 

Sec. 5. The crowded condition of the calendar and the near approach 
of the close of the session of the Legislature, and the fact that the pres- 
ent terms of the Fourth District Court, as now arranged, interfere with 
the dispatch of business, creates an emergency and an imperative public 
necessity that the constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three 
several days be suspended, and that this act tisike effect from and after 
its passage, and it is so enacted. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
House of Representatives by two-thirds vote, yeas 100, nays 0; and passed 
the Senate by two-thirds vote, yeas 27, nays 0.] 

Approved March 7, 1901. 

Became a law March 7, 1901. 



FOURTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT— ADDITIONAL TERMS OF 
COURT FOR SMITH COUNTY. 

H. B. No. 447.] Chapter XX. 

An Act to provide for the holding of two additional terms of the district court 
in Smith county, and to prescribe the time for holding the same. 

Whereas, the county of Gregg, which has heretofore constituted a part 
of the Seventh Judicial District, has been transferred to the Fourth 
Judicial District, leaving the time heretofore prescribed for the holding 
of the district court in Gregg county undisposed of; and 

Whereas, the accumulation and volume of litigation in Smith county 
renders it necessary to provide for the holding of additional terms of the 
district court in said couBty ; therefore. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
That two additional terms of the district court, in addition to the terms 
of said court now by law provided to be held in Smith coumty, be held 
in said county of Smith each year ; said additional terms to begin on the 
fourteenth Monday after the first Monday in September and February, 
respectively, and each of said terms may continue in session four weeks. 

Sec. 2. The near approach of the close of this session of the Legis- 
lature and the crowded condition of the docket of the district court of 
Smith county necessitating additional terms of said court in said county, 
create an emergency and an imperative public necessity that the con- 
stitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three several days in each 
house be suspended, and this bill put upon its third reading and final 
passage, and that this act take effect and be in force from and after its 
passage, and it is so enacted. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the- 
House of Representatives by two-thirds vote, yeas 101, nays 0; and passed 
the Senate by two-thirds vote, yeas 27, nays 0.] 

Approved March 11, 1901. 
Became a law March 11, 1901. 
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DISTKICT CLEEKS— FEES OF. 

S. H. B. No. 7.] Chapter XXI. 

An Act to regulate and define the fees of the clerks Qf the district courts of the 
State of Texas in civil cases. 

Section 1. Be it evucted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
That the clerks of the district courts shall receive for the following 
services in civil cases the following fees, towit: 
For copy of petition, including certificate and seal, each one hun- 
dred words •. $ .20 

Each writ of citation 75 

Each copy of citation 50 

Docketing each cause, to be charged but once 20 

Every other order, judgment or decree, not otherwise provided for. .75 

Docketiog each rule or motion, including rule for cost 15 

Filing each paper 15 

Entering appearance of each party to a suit, to be charged but once. .15 

Each continuauce 20 

Swearing each witness 10 

Administering an oath, affirmation, or taking affidavit, certificate 
and seal ; provided, that he shall only be allowed pay for one cer- 
tificate to each witness claim for attendance in behalf of plaintiff, 
and one each in behalf of defendant, at any one term of the court. .50 

Each subpoena issued 25 

Each additional name inserted in subpcena 15 

Approving bond (except for cost) 1.50 

Swearing and empaneling a jury 35 

Receiving and recording a verdict of a jury f». . . .35 

Assessing damages in each case not tried by a jury 50 

Each commission to take depositions 75 

Taking depositions, each one hundred words 15 

Issuing copies of interrogatories with certificate and seal, per one 

hundred words 15 

Each final judgment 1.00 

Where judgment exceeds three hundred words, the additional fee 
for each one hundred words in excess of three hundred words 

shall be 15 

For each order of sale 1.00 

For each execution 75 

For each injunction writ 75 

Each copy of injunction writ 75 

For every other writ not otherwise provided for 75 

For each copy of writ not othennse provided for 50 

Recording returns of any writ, where such return is required by law 
to be recorded, including the return on all writs except subpoenas. .50 

Each certificate to any facts contained in his office .75 

Making out and transmitting the records and proceedings in a cause 

to any inferior court, for each one hundred words 10 

Making out and transmitting mandate or judgment of the district 
court upon appeal from the county court 1.00 
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Piling a record in a cause appealed to the district court 50 

Transcribing, comparing and verifying record books of his office 
payable out of the county treasury, upon warrants issued upon the 
order of commissioners court, each one hundred words 15 

Making transcript of records and papers in any cause upon appeal, 
or writ of error, with certificate and seal, each one hundred words. .15 

Making copy of all records of judgments or papers on file in his 
office, for any party applying for same, with certificate and seal, 
each one hundred words 15 

Taxing the bill of costs in any case with copy of same 25 

For each license issued to an attorney and recording the proceed- 
ings thereon 5.00 

For each attorney's license issued by order of the district court, the 
clerk shall be entitled to demand and receive from the person to 
whom such license was issued 2.50 

FiHng and recording the declaration of intention to be a citizen of 
the United States 2.00 

Issuing certificate of naturalization 2.50 

Sec. 2. Whenever in any suit a certified copy of any petition or any 
other instrument is necessary in the district court, it shall be lawful for 
the plaintiff or defendant to prepare such true and correct copy thereof, 
and submit the same to the clerk of the district court, whose duty it shall 
be to compare the same with the original instrument, and if found to be 
correct he shall attach his certificate of true copy. For such services he 
shall receive 50 cents for each certificate and seal, and in addition thereto 
the sum of 10 cents per page, three hundred words to the page, for each 
page of each copy. 

Sec. 3. But nothing in this act shall be construed as repealing the 
maximum fixed by existing law upon the total compensation allowed to 
district clerks. 

Sec. 4. All laws and parts of laws in conflict herewith are hereby 
repealed. 

Sec. 5. The fact that the fees allowed clerks of the district courts are 
uncertain and not sufficient in many instances to secure efficient service 
constitutes an emergency that this act take effect and be in force from 
and after its passage, and it is so enacted. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
House of Representatives, vote not given, and was reported to the Senate 
where it was amended and passed by two-thirds vote, yeas 22, nays 0; 
House concurred in Senate amendments, 1, 2, 3, and 4, by two-tiiirds 
vote, yeas 88, nays 2, and in Senate amendment Xo. 5, by two-thirds 
vote, yeas 92, nays 5.] 

Approved March 12, 1901. 
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GAMING— AMENDMENT TO PENAL CODE. 
H.S. for H. B. No. IL] Chapter XXII. 

An Act to amend Articles 379 and 381, Chapter 3, Title XI, of the Penal Code 

of the State of Texas. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
That Articles 379 and 381, Chapter 3, Title XI, of the Penal Code of the 
State of Texas, be so amended as to read as follows : 

Article 379. If any person shall play at any game of cards at any 
house for retailing spirituous liquors, store house, tavern, inn, or other 
public house, or in any street, highway or other public place, or in any 
outhouse where people resort, or at any place except a private residence 
occupied by a family ; or if any person shall bet or wager any money or 
other thing of value, or representative of either, at any game of cards, 
except in a private residence occupied by a family, and the provisions of 
this act that permits gaming in a private residence shall not apply in case 
such residence is one commonly resorted to for the purpose of gaming, 
he shall be fined not less than ten nor more than twenty-five dollars. 

Article 381. In prosecutions under the two preceding articles it shall 
not be necessary for the State to prove that any money or article of 
value, or the representative of either, was bet at such game when the 
prosecution is for playing cards at a house for retailing spirituous 
liquors, store house, tavern, inn, or any other public place, or in any 
street, highway or other public place, or in any outhouse where people 
resort, or at any place except a private residence occupied by a family ; 
provided, that nothing in this title shall be so construed as to prevent 
the playing of any game for amusement at a private residence occupied 
by a family. 

Sec. 2. The fact that the present law is insuflBcient, and that there 
is great complaint made by the people with regard to gaming, creates an 
emergency and an imperative public necessity that the constitutional rule 
requiring bills to be read on three several days be suspended, and that 
this act be put on its third reading and final passage, and it is so enacted. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
House of Eepresentatives, vote not given, and reported to the Senate 
where it was amended and passed, vote not given; House concurred in 
Senate amendments, vote not given.] 

Approved March 12, 1901. 

Takes effect ninety days after adjournment. 
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RAILWAYS— RELIEF OF THOSE FAILING TO CONSTRUCT 
THEIR LINES WITHIN THE TIME REQUIRED BY LAW. 

S. B. No. 30.] Chapter XXIII. 

An Act for the relief of railway corporations and belt and suburban railway 
companies having charters granted or amended since the first day of January, 
1887, and which have failed, or about to fail, to construct their roads and 
branches, or any part thereof, within the time required by law. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
That the time within which any railway corporation, chartered under 
the laws of the State of Texas, since the first day of January, 1887, or 
the charter of which has been amended since that date, is required to 
begin the construction of its road, and construct, equip and put in good 
running order, as provided in Article 4558, of the Revised Statutes of 
the State of Texas, and the same hereby is, as to any unfinished portion 
of such road, extended two years from the taking effect of this act; and 
any railway company having been chartered since January 1, 1887, or 
the charter to which has been amended since said date, which shall have 
forfeited its corporate existence or any of its rights and powers, or is 
about to do so, by reason of the failure to comply with said Article 4558, 
or any part of said article, shall have restored and preserved to its 
corporate existence and it shall have and enjoy all of the corporate fran- 
chises, property, rights and powers held or acquired by it previous to 
any cause of forfeiture on account otf such failure as aforesaid; pro- 
vided, that no railway company which shall be revived or the time 
extended by virtue of this act shall claim or exercise any right or fran- 
chise not allowed, granted or permitted to other railway corporations 
under the laws as now in force in this State, and such railroad company 
as may be revived or time extended by this act shall comply with the 
laws of this State now in force pertaining to railway corporations, and 
the provisions of tliis act shall extend to and embrace suburban and belt 
railroads heretofore chartered under the laws of this State. 

Sec. 2. Any railway corporation chartered since the first day of Jan- 
uary, A. D. 1887, and which by its original charter, or by amendment 
thereto, filed since said first day of January, A. D. 1887, has provided 
for the locating, constructing, maintaining, owning and operating, or 
any extension or branch line or lines of railway, and which have failed 
or is about to fail to complete the same or any part thereof within the 
time required by law, shall, upon the payment of all its franchise tax, be 
and is hereby restored to and granted all and singular the rights, priv- 
ileges and franchises acquired by such original charter, or by such 
amendment to its articles of incorporation as if the same were filed and 
recorded in the office of the Secretary of State on the day of the taking 
effect of this act, and such corporation shall, upon the payment of its 
franchise tax, be and is hereby authorized to project, complete, construct, 
own and operate any such extensions and branch line pr lines of railway 
under and as provided for in its charter, or in any such amendment to 
its articles of incorporation ; provided, that such extensions and branch 
lines of railway shall be by such corporation completed and put in run- 
ning order at the rate of at least ten miles within one year from the tak- 
ing effect of this act, and twenty additional miles for each and every 
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year thereafter until all of said extensions or branch line or lines so pro- 
vided for are completed. 

Sec. 3. The fact that no good can result to the State from the for- 
feitures provided against in this act, and that the public interest and 
convenience will be promoted, and citizens in many parts of the State 
having invested in railway enterprises subject to great loss, unless the 
relief herein provided for be granted, therefore, an emergency and an 
imperative public necessity authorizing the suspension of the constitu- 
tional rule requiring bills to be read on three several days is created, and 
it is so suspended, and demanding that this act take effect and be in force 
from and after its passage, and it is so enacted. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
Senate by two-thirds vote, yeas 24, nays ; and passed the House of 
Eepresentatives b}' two-thirds vote, yeas 100, nays 1.] 

Approved March 12, 1901. 

Became a law March 12, 1901. 



STOCK LAW— AMENDMENT OF. 
S. B. No. 42.] Chapter XXIV. 

An Act to amend Section 1, Chapter 128, of an act passed by the Twenty-sixth 
Legislature of the State of Texas, and sent to the Governor for his approval on 
the 20th day of May, A. D. 1899, and entitled "An Act providing a mode by 
which horses, mules, jacks, jennets and cattle may be prevented from running 
at large in the following counties, or in anv subdivision of said counties, viz.: 
Cooke, Bell, Ellis, Montague, Fayette, Johnson, Collin, Rockwall, Lamar, 
Milam, Denton, Falls, Navarro, Fannin, Hunt, Tarrant, Grayson, Guadalupe, 
Dallas, Austin, Brazos, Lavaca," so as to place Lavaca, Colorado, Washington, 
Williamson, Smith and Delta counties under the provisions of said chapter, 
and to declare an emergency. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
That Section 1, Chapter 128, of the Eevised Civil Statutes of the State 
of Texas, be and the same is hereby amended so as to hereafter read as 
follows : 

Upon the written petition of one hundred freeholders of any of the 
following named counties, Cooke, Bell, Ellis, Montague, Fayette, John- 
son, Collin, Rockwall, Lamar, Milam, Denton, Falls, Navarro, Fannin, 
Hunt, Tarrant, Grayson, Guadalupe, Dallas, Austin, Brazos, Lavaca, 
Colorado, Washington, Williamson, Smith and Delta counties, Texas, or 
upon the petition of fifty freeholders of any subdivision of any of the 
above named counties, the commissioners court of said county, shall order 
an election to be held in said county or subdivision on same day named 
in the order, for the purpose of enabling the freeholders of such county 
or subdivision to determine whether horses, mules, jacks, jennets and 
cattle, shall be permitted to run at large in such county or subdivision; 
provided, that where there is an application for an election to include an 
entire county, there shall not be less than twelve freeholders from each 
justice precinct of said county as signers to the petition for such elec- 
tion. 
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[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
Senate, no vote given; and reported to the House of Representatives 
wheie it was amended and passed, no vote given; Senate concurred in 
House amendments, no vote given.] 

[STote. — The foregoing act was presented to the Governor of Texas 
for his approval on the thirteenth day of March, A. I). 1901, but was not 
signed by him nor returned to the House in which it originated with his 
objections thereto within the time prescribed by the Constitution, and 
thereupon became a law without his signature. — John G. Tod, Secretary 
of State.] 

Takes effect 90 days after adjournment. 



PRESIDENTIAL ELECTORS— APPROPRIATION TO PAY 
MILEAGE AND PER DIEM. 

S. B. No. 27.] Chapter XXV. 

An Act making an appropriation to pay mileage and per diem of the presidential 
electors of Texas. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
That the sum of sixteen hundred and fifty dollars, or so much thereof as 
may be necessary, is hereby appropriated out of any money in the treas- 
ury not otherwise appropriated, to pay the mileage and per diem of the 
presidential electors. That the certificate of the secretary of the college 
stating the number of days that the college was in session, shall be suffi- 
cient authority to the Comptroller to draw his warrant upon the Treas- 
urer for the amount due each elector; provided, that Hon. John J. Cox, 
*the duly elected elector from the Eighth Congressional District, who, 
from sickness in his family and delayed trains, did not arrive at the 
capital until after the electoral college had met and organized, shall be 
entitled to receive' his mileage from Goldthwaite, Texas, and two days 
per diem, and the Comptroller is hereby authorized to draw his warrant 
on the Treasurer accordingly. 

Sec. 2. Whereas, the electoral college is about to meet, public policy 
demands that they should be paid, an emergency exists and necessity 
demands that the constitutional rule requiring the bill to be re&d on three 
i^everal days be suspended and that this act shall take effect from its 
passage. It is so enacted. 

[^OTE. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
Senate by two-thirds vote, yeas 21, nays ; and was reported to the House 
of Representatives where it was amended and passed by two-thirds vote, 
yeas 102, nays 0; Senate concurred in House amendmeats by two-thirds 
vote, yeas 24, nays 0. | 

Approved March 22, 1901. 

Became a law March 22, 1901. 
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LIBEL LAW. 
S. B. No. 25.] Chapter XXVL 

An Act to define civil libel, to declare certain newspaper reports to be privileged 
coninmnications ; to allow certain matters to be pleaded and proved in mitiga- 
tion of exemplary damages in civil libel cases, and to declare an emergency. 

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 

Section 1. A libel is a defamation expressed in printing or. writing, 
or by signs and pictures, or drawings, tending to blacken the memory of 
the dead, or tending to injure the reputation of one who is alive, and 
thereby expose him to public hatred, contempt or ridicule, or financial 
injury, or to impeach the honesty, integrity or virtue or reputation of 
any one, or to publish the natural defects of any one, and thereby expose 
such person to public hatred, ridicule or financial injury. 

Src. 2. In any action for libel the defendant may give in evidence, 
if specially pleaded, in mitigation of exemplary or punitive damages, the 
circumstances and intentions under which the libelous publication was 
made, and any public apology, correction or retraction made and pub- 
lished by him of the libel complained of. The truth of the statement or 
statements in such publication shall be a defense to such action. 

Sec. 3. The publication of the following matters by any newspaper 
or periodical, as defined in Section 1, shall be deemed privileged, and 
shall not be made the basis of any action for libel without proof of actual 
malice. 

1. A fair, true and impartial account of the proceedings in a court of 
justice, unless the court prohibits the publication of the same, when in 
the judgment of the court the ends of justice demand that the same 
should not be published, and the court so orders; or any other official 
proceedings authorized by law in the administration of the law. • 

2. A fair, true and impartial account of all executive and legislative 
proceedings that are made a matter of record, including reports of legis- 
lative committees, and of any debate in the Legislature' and in its com- 
mittees. 

3. A fair, true and impartial account of public meetings, organized 
and conducted for public purposes only. 

4. A reasonable and fair comment or criticism of the official acts of 
public ofiicials and of other 'matters of public concern published for gen- 
eral information. 

Sec. 4. Toothing in this act shall be construed to amend or repeal * 
any penal law on the subject of libel, nor to take away any existing 
defense to a civil action for libel, nor shall this act affect any suits now 
pending, or that may hereafter be brought upon a cause of action arising 
prior to the taking effect of this act. 

Sec. 5. The fact that there is now no law in this State defining libel 
and privileged publications creates an emergency and an imperative pub- 
lic necessity that the constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on 
three several days be suspended, and this act shall take effect and be in 
force from and after its passage, and it is so enacted. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
Senate by two-thirds vote, yeas 25, nays 1, and was reported to the House 
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of Eepresentatives where it was amended and passed by two-thirds vote, 
yeas 86, nays 13; Senate concurred in House amendments, no vote 
given.] 

Approved March 26, 1901. 

Takes effect 90 days after adjournment. 



KAILKOADS— FIXING VENUE OF SUITS AGAINST. 
S. S. B. No. 35.] Chapter XXVII. 

An Act to fix the venue of suits against railroad corporations or against any 
assignee, trustee or receiver operating railways for damages arising from per- 
sonal injuries, resulting in death or otherwise, and to repeal all laws and parts 
of laws in conflict with the provisions of this act. 

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 

Section 1. That all suits against railroad corporations, or against 
any assignee, trustee or receiver operating any railway in the State of 
Texas, for damages arising from personal injuries, resulting in death or 
otherwise, shall be brought either in the county in which the injury 
occurred, or in the coun^ in which the plaintiff resided at the time of 
the injury ; provided, that if the defendant railroad corporation does not 
run or operate its railway in or through the county in which the plaintiff 
resided at the time of the injury, and has no agent in said county, then 
said suit shall be brought either in the county in which the injury occur- 
red, or in the county nearest that in which the plaintiff resided at the 
time of the injury, in which the defendant corporation runs or operates 
its road, or has an agent; and provided further, that in case that the 
plaintiff is a non-resident of the State of Texas, then such suit may be 
brought in any county in which the defendant corporation may run or 
operate its railroad or may have an agent; provided, that when an injury 
occurs within one-half mile from- the boundary line dividing two coun- 
ties suit may be brought in either of said counties. 

Sec. .2. That all laws and parts of laws in conflict with any of the 
provisions of this act be and the same are hereby repealed. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
Senate, no vote given, and was reported to the House of Representatives 
where it was amended and passed, no vote given; Senate concurred in 
House amendments, no vote given.] 

[Xote. — The foregoing act was presented to the Governor of Texas 
for his approval on the twenty-seventh day of March, A. D. 1901, but was 
not signed by him nor returned to the House in which it originated with 
his objections thereto within the time prescribed by the Constitution, and 
thereupon became a law without his signature. — John G. Tod, Secre- 
tary of State.] 

Takes effect 90 days after adjournment. 
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MINERAL SURVEY OF PUBLIC LANDS. 
H. B. No. 135.] Chapter XXVIII. 

An Act to provide for a mineral survey of the lands belonging to the public 
schools. University and asylums or of the State, and to make appropriation 
therefor; and to provide a penalty for unlawfully disclosing information 
obtained by such survey; and to loan and authorize the removal to the Uni- 
versity of the geological and scientific equipments, collections, specimens and 
publications now in charge of the Commissioner of Agriculture, Insurance, 
Statistics and History; and also declaring an emergency. 

Section L Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
The Board of Regents of the University of Texas are authorized and 
directed as soon as practicable to have made a mineral survey of all the 
lands belonging to the public schools, University, asylums, or of the 
State. 

Sec. 2. Said board shall employ for that purpose persons skilled and 
who have had at least five years experience in the science of mineralogy, 
geology and chemistry, who shall conduct said surve}' under the direction 
of said board. 

Sec. 3. Said board shall publish annually for free distribution among 
the people of the State all practical information collected in the prosecu- 
tion of said survey as the same progresses; but the information obtained 
by a survey of the public school, university, asylum or State lands shall 
not be communicated by said board or by the person or persons making 
said survey to any person whomsoever until said information is published 
for the benefit of the general public; and anyone violating this provision 
shall, upon conviction, be fined in any sum not exceeding one thousand 
dollars, or by imprisonment not to exceed two years in jail. 

Sec. 4. In connection with the work of said survey provision shall be 
made for assays', analyses and other scientific exa'minations of specimens 
of mineral substances found in the State, and for the collection and dis- 
tribution of statistics relating to the mineral production of the State, 
and such assays, analyses and examinations shall be made at the request 
of any citizen of the State, and a certificate thereof given, and a uniform 
and reasonable charge shall be fixed by said board for such assays and 
analyses. It is especially provided, however, that assays and analyses of 
mineral specimens found upon any of the public lands of the State shall 
be made free of charge when requested by the Governor or by the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office. 

Sec. 5. In connection with said survey, said board shall make pro- 
vision for instruction in the University of Texas, in practical economic 
and field geology and mineralogy, and shall have prepared and trans- 
mitted to the A. and M. College, for educational purposes, duplicate 
specimens of all mineral and other substances obtained from the survey. 

Sec. 6. The geological and scientific equipments, collections, speci- 
mens and publications now in charge of the Commissioner of Agricult- 
ure, Insurance, Statistics and History are hereby loaned to said board 
until such time as the State may desire to otherwise use them, and their 
removal to the University of Texas is hereby authorized. 

Sec. 7. For the purpose of carrying out the provisions of this act the 
sum of ten thousand dollars per annum for two years or so much thereof 
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as may be necessary is hereby appropriated out of the general revenue of 
the State; provided, that said mineral survey of the State shall be com- 
pleted within two years. 

Sec. 8. All laws and parts of laws in conflict with the provisions of 
this act are hereby repealed. 

Sec. 9. Whereas, there is now no provision for a mineral survey of the 
public lands of the State, and as a result the mineral value of such lands 
is not known, and said lands are being sold without regard to their min- 
eral value, whereby great loss is resulting to the public free school, asy- 
lum and University funds of the State ; and whereas, there is now no pro- 
vision for the collection and preservation of authentic data concerning 
the mineral resources of the State ; and whereas, no provision now exists 
whereby reliable official assays, analyses and examinations may be 
obtained by citizens of Texas, whereby great loss is suffered by people of 
the State; therefore it is declared that an emergency is created and an 
imperative public necessity exists for the immediate passage of this act, 
and the constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three several 
days be and is hereby suspended, and that this act take effect and be in 
force from and after its passage. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
House of Kepresentatives by two-thirds vote, yeas 86, nays 16, and was 
reported to the Senate, where it was amended and passed by two-thirds 
vote, yeas 21, nays 1; House concurred in Senate amendments by two- 
thirds vote, yeas 99, nays 3.] 

Approved March 2S, 1901. 

Became a law March 28, 1901. 



SOUTHWEST TEXAS NOKMAL SCHOOL. 
S, B. No. 142.] Chapter XXIX. 

An Act to provide for the organization, control, management and active opera- 
tion of the Southwest Texas Normal School, located at San Marcos, Hays 
county, Texas; the control and improvement of the grounds belonging to the 
same; the erection of the necessary buildings for said school; furniture for 
same, Avater, lighting and heating of said buildings; and appropriating money 
for those purposes. 

Whereas, by act of the Twenty-sixth Legislature, a school to be known 
as the Southwest Texas Normal School was located at San Marcos, 
Hays county, Texas, eleven acres of land known as Chautauqua Hill 
was donated to the State of Texas by the city of San Marcos for the 
purposes of said school and which donation has been accepted by tho 
State by the approval of the title to said land by the Governor and 
Attorney Gfeneral; and 

Whereas, for the educational convenience and needs of Southwest 
Texas, said school is a pressing necessity, therefore. 
Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 

Section 1. That said Southwest Texas Normal School be and the 
grounds belonging to same are placed under the management, control 

3-0. L. 
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and direction of the State Board of Public Education for the State, and 
that said board at the earliest practical moment proceed to have erected 
on the aforesaid eleven acres of land, suitable and necessary buildings for 
the accommodation of the pupils in said school, said buildings to be sub- 
stantial and first-class in every particular, supplied with the necessary 
furniture, lights, water and heating apparatus, such as may be deemed 
proper by said board, and the grounds improved and beautified to the 
extent that the said board may deem necessary. 

Sec. 2. The Board of Education shall have the same power and con- 
trol as to admission af the pupils to the Southwest Texas Normal 
School as it has to the admission of the pupils tor the Sam Houston Nor- 
mal Institute, and the rules and regulations provided by law for the 
government of the Sam Houston Normal Institute shall apply in all 
respects so far as applicable to the government and control of the South- 
west Texas Normal School. 

Sec. 3. The State Board of Education shall appoint a local board of 
three trustees for the said Southwest Texas Normal School, who shall be 
residents of the city of San. Marcos and who shall perform such duties 
as may be required by the State Board of Education and such other 
duties as are required by law of the local board of the Sam Houston Nor- 
mal Institute and shall receive the same compensation; and the State 
Board of Education shall exercise all of the powers and control over the 
Southwest Texas Normal School that said board is authorized by law to 
exercise over the Sam Houston Normal Institute and the salaries of 
teachers shall never exceed what is allowed by law for teachers in the 
Sam Houston Normal. 

Sec. 4. The sum of thirty-five thousand dollars is hereby appropri- 
ated out of the general revenue, twenty-five thousand dollars of which 
shall be for the purpose of erecting and equipping the buildings for the 
Southwest Texas Normal School and ten thousand for the running 
expenses of such institution after the completion of said buildings. 

Sec. 5. The money appropriated by this act may be drawn upon for 
the purposes aforesaid by the State Board of Education on vouchers 
audited by said board and approved by the Governor and on filing such 
vouchers with the Comptroller he shall draw his warrant on the State 
Treasurer for the amount in favor of said board; provided, that this 
money shall not be drawn unless the Governor in his discretion thinks the 
condition of the treasury will permit the use of the money for the pur- 
poses of this act. 

Sec. 6. So soon as the necessary buildings for said Southwest Texas 
Normal School are completed or in condition for the reception and 
accommodation of pupils, the Board of Public Education shall make 
this fact known in such way as said board may deem effective and shall 
at once proceed to at once open and organize said school by the employ- 
ment of the necessary number of teachers, and the number of teachers 
may be increased by the board from time to time as the increased attend- 
ance of pupils may demand ; provided, at no time any debt shall be cre- 
ated by the board in excess of the money appropriated for the purposes 
of said act and for the support and maintenance, of this school. 

Sec. 7. The fact that there is no normal school in Southwest Texas 
and the education and training of teachers is badly needed in that sec- 
tion, creates an imperative public necessity that the constitutional rule 
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requiring bills to be read on three several days be suspended, and that 
said rule is hereby suspended. 

[Note. — ^The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
Senate by yeas 20, nays 4; and was reported to the House of Repre- 
sentatives where it was amended and passed, no vote given; Senate con- 
curred in House amendments, no vote given.] 

Approved March 28, 1901. 

Takes effect 90 days after adjournment. 



PRAIRIE VIEW NORMAL COLLEGE — ESTABLISHING 

COURSE, AND MAKING APPROPRIATION 

THEREFOR. 

S. B. No. 17.] Chapter XXX. 

An Act to establish and maintain a four year college course of classical and 
scientific studies at the Prairie View Normal and Industrial College at Prairie 
View, Waller county, Texas. 

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 

That the sum of twenty-five hundred dollars for the first year and 
eighteen hundred dollars for the second year be set apart and is hereby 
appropriated out of the general revenue for the inauguration and main- 
tenance of a four year college course of classical and scientific studies at 
the Prairie View State Normal and Industrial College, to which gradu- 
ates of the normal course shall be admitted without examination and to 
which others may be admitted after having passed a satisfactory exam- 
ination in the branches comprised in the normal course ; provided, that 
no State student shall be admitted to the privileges of the said course, 
and provided further, that the diploma conferred on the completion of 
the said course shall entitle the holder without other or further examina- 
tion to teach in any of the colored public free schools of the State. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
Senate, no vote given, and was reported to the House, where it was 
amended and passed, no vote given; Senate concurred in House amend- 
ments, no vote given.] 

Approved March 28, 1901. 

Takes effect 90 days after adjournment. 
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COKE COUNTY— ROAP LAW. 

S. B. No. 24.] Chapter XXXL 

An Act to amend an act passed bv the Twentj-sixth L^slature in the year 
A. D. 1899, entitled An Act to amend Chapter 134, Sections Xos. 1, 7 and 
15, of the General Laws of the TwentT-foarth L^fialatiire, of an act to create 
a more efficient road system for Hill. Coke, Hunt, Jackson, Bee and Victoria 
counties, Texas ; and making the county commissioners of said counties ex-ofli- 
cio road commissioners, and prescriMng their duties as such; providing for 
their compensation as road commissioners: proTiding for the appointment of 
deputy road commissioners, and defining the powers and duties of said com- 
missioners: and providing for the appointment of road oTerseers and defining 
their duties; and for the working of county oonvicts upon the public roads 
of said counties; and providing for officms' fees and rewards for the capture 
of escaped convicts ; and proviiUng for the manner of trimming of hedges along 
any public road; and providing for the summoning of teams for road work, 
and for an allowance of time of road service for same: and fixing a penalty 
for the violation of this act : and repealing aU laws in conflict with this act,*' 
so as to exempt Coke county from the provisions of said act, and place it under 
the general provisions of the Constitution and statutes of the State pertain- 
ing to public roads; and repeal all laws in conflict with this act in so far as 
relate to Coke county. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
That the county of Coke be and is hereby exempt from the provisions of 
Sections 1, 7 and 15, Chapter 134, passed by the regular session of the 
Twent}'-sixth Legislature, A. D. 1899, creating a public road system for 
said county. 

Sec. 2. That the said Coke county be and is hereby placed under the 
general road laws, as provided by the Constitution and the general stat- 
utes of the State for the provisions and government of its public road 
system. 

Sec. 3. That all laws and parts of laws in conflict herewith be, and 
they are hereby, repealed in so far as they relate to said Coke county. 

Sec 4. Whereas, the present road system for Coke county is inappli- 
cable, and is not suited to said count}', and was passed by and through a 
mistake, and that said Coke count}' is now without a suitable and efficient 
road law, creates an emergency and public necessity that require the 
suspension of the constitutional rule, requiring bills to be read on three 
several days, and said rule is therefore suspended, and it is enacted, that 
this act take effect and be in force from and after its passage. 

[Xote. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
Senate, no vote given, and passed the House of Representatives, no vote 
given.] 

[Note. — The foregoing act was presented to the Governor of Texas for 
his approval on the 28th day of March, A. D. 1901, but was not signed by 
him nor returned to the house in which it originated with his objections 
thereto within the time prescribed by the Constitution, and thereupon 
became a law without his signature. — John G. Tod, Secretary of State.] 

Takes effect 90 days after adjournment. 
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CLAY COUNTY— ROAD LAW. 
H. B. No. 53.] Chapter XXXII. 

An Act to create a more efficient road system for Clay county, Texas, and making 
the county commissioners of said county ex-officlo road commissioners; pre- 
scribing their duties as such; providing for their compensation as road com- 
missioners; providing for the appointment of deputy road commissioners, and 
defining their duties; for the working of county convicts partly on farm 
and partly on public roads, or other public works of said county; for com- 
pensation of said convicts; offering suitable rewards for recapture of convicts, 
charging costs of same against said convicts; in discretion of said court, pro- 
viding mode of punishment for insubordination of convicts; providing for the 
condemnation of any land needed for road purposes; providing for taking 
timber, gravel, earth, stone or other material for the improvement of the roads ; 
providing for annual reports of road commissioners and their deputies; for con- 
tracting out work when deemed necessary ; providing for penalty for violation 
of this act; repealing all laws in conflict with this act. 

Section 1. Be it enacted hy the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
The members of the commissioners court of Clay county, Texas, shall 
hereafter be ex-officio road commissioners of their respective districts, 
and under the direction of the commissioners court shall have charge of 
all the teams, tools and machinery belonging to the county and placed in 
their hands by the court, and it shall be their duty under such rules and 
regulations as the court may prescribe, to superintend the laying out of 
new roads, the making or changing of roads, and the building of bridges. 
Each of said commissioners shall, before entering upon the discharge of 
the duties of his office, execute a bond of one thousand dollars in addition 
to his bond as commissioner, with two or more good and sufficient sure- 
ties, payable to the county judge of said county, for the use and benefit of 
the road and bridge fund, conditioned that he will perform all the duties 
required of him by law or by the commissioners court, and that he will 
account for all moneys or other property belonging to the county that 
may come into his possession ; provided, that any one of the commission- 
ers may, with the consent of the commissioners court, be allowed to 
appoint any competent person as deputy road commissioner, who shall be 
required to execute the same bond, with like conditions, as is required of 
commissioners in this section, and such deputy road commissioner shall 
be entitled to the same compensation that is allowed county commission- 
ers for the same service; provided, the county commissioners shall not 
be allowed any compensation as road commissioners when a deputy road 
commissioner has been appointed. 

Sec. 2. The commissioners court of said county shall have full power 
and authority, and it shall be their duty to adopt such system of working, 
laying out, draining and repairing the public roads in said county as they 
may deem best, and from time to time said court may change its plans or 
system of working. Said commissioners court shall have authority to 
purchase such teams, tools and machinery as may be necessary for the 
working of its roads. Said court shall have power and authority to con- 
struct, grade or otherwise improve any road or bridge by contract. In 
such case said court or the county judge may advertise, in such manner as 
the court may determine, for bids to do such work, and the contract shall 
be awarded to the lowest responsible bidder, who shall enter into bond, 
payable to the county judge of said county, for the use and benefit of the 
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road and bridge fund, with two or more good and sufficient sureties, to be 
approved by said court and in such sum as said court may determine, 
for the faithful compliance with the terms of said contract, but said court 
shall have the right to reject any and all bids. At the time of making 
said contract the court shall direct the county treasurer to pass the 
amount to a particular fimd for that purpose, and the treasurer shall 
keep a separate account of such fund, and the same shall not be used for 
any other purpose, and can only be paid out on the order of said court; 
and said court shall have authority to employ hands, teams and tools 
under such regulations and for such price as they may deem best. 

Sec. 3. The commissioners court shall require all county convicts, not 
otherwise employed, to labor upon the public works and roads, under 
such regulations as it may prescribe, and each convict so worked, shall 
receive a credit on his fine first, and then on the cost, of fifty cents for 
each day he may labor. 

The commissioners court may, at a regular term, allow to the officers 
and witnesses such amount of their costs for the arrest and conviction of 
said convict, as it may deem best; provided, that it shall not allow any 
officer an amount greater than the following : county judge $3.00, county 
attorney $5.00, including commissions, county clerk and justices of the 
peace $1.70, sheriffs or constables $2.00, which amount shall be paid to 
the officers out of the road and bridge fund, on the warrant of the com- 
missioners court; provided, that this act shall not be so construed as to 
relieve any convict from the payment of all costs for which he may be lia- 
ble under the laws of the State. The commissioners court may grant a 
reasonable commutation of time for which a convict is committed, as a 
reward for faithful services and good behavior ; provided, that such com- 
mutation shall in no case exceed one-tenth of the whole time. 

The commissioners court may provide the necessary houses, prisons, 
bedding, clothing, food, medicine, medical attention and guards for the 
safe and humane keeping of convicts, and provide for the reasonable pun- 
ishment of convicts for insubordination, among other modes of punish- 
ment, provide for placing convicts on a diet of bread and water until such 
subordination ceases; in no case shall corporeal bodily punishment be 
resorted to. 

The commissioners court may also provide for offering rewards of not 
more than ten dollars for the capture and return of escaped convicts each; 
provided however, that no officer, guard, or other person from whose 
custody a convict may escape, shall be entitled to receive such reward; 
provided further, that said commissioners court may tax the amount of 
reward and all other costs of recapture against said escaped convict, and 
he may be required to pay the same, in the same manner as other fines 
and costs are paid. 

Sec. 4. Whenever it shall be necessary to occupy any land for the 
opening, widening, straightening, changing or draining any road or part 
thereof, if the owner of said land cannot agree with the cothmissioners 
court as to the damage to be paid, the court may proceed to condemn the 
same, in the same manner that a railroad company can condemn land for 
a right of way, and the same proceedings may be had, and the same right 
shall exist to each party, that would exist if the proceedings were by a 
railroad company, except that in no case shall the county be required 
to give bond. 
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Sec. 5. When it may appear to be expedient to make causeways, 
hiiild bridges or gravel any public road, the timber, earth, stone or 
other material most convenient therefor may be used; but in such cases 
the owner of the timber, gravel, earth, stone, or other necessary material, 
shall be paid out of the road and bridge fund, by the county treasurer, a 
fair compensation for the same, to be determined by the commissioners 
court, upon application of such owner. 

Sec. 6. In all cases where the cost of labor or material exceeds two 
hundred dollars, it shall be the duty of said court, or the court may in its 
discretion construct such work, grade, gravel, bridge or otherwise 
improve said road by contract, the same to be advertised for as provided 
by said commissioners court. 

Sec, 7. Each commissioner or his deputy, when acting as road com- 
missioner and performing the duties imposed on him by law, or the com- 
missioners court, shall be entitled to two dollars per day, to be paid out of 
the road and bridge fund, for services actually performed ; provided, that 
he shall not receive more than one hundred dollars per quarter, which 
amount shall be paid by warrant out of the road and bridge fund ; said 
account to be sworn to by the person performing the service, and the oath 
shall state that the same is just, due and unpaid, and shall specify the 
number of days work actually performed by him, and that it was neces- 
sary to be done, and no commissioner shall be entitled to pay as a road 
commissioner when performing the duties of county commissioner. 

Sec. 8. Each commissioner or his deputy shall make and present to 
the commissioners court a report up to and including the last day of 
October of each year, at the regular meeting of said court in November 
of each year, a full and complete report for the year, closing said report 
on the last day of October prior thereto ; said report shall include such 
items of information as will enable the court to have a full knowledge 
of the conditions of the roads, bridges, crossings, culverts, with sugges- 
tions for future improvement, amount of money expended, including 
salary, together with a list of tools and other property, its condition, 
under his control, and such other data and information as the court may 
require; and the last quarter of his salary shall not be paid until said 
report has been apprdved by the commissioners court. 

Sec. 10. This act shall be cumulative of all general laws on this 
subject, and shall be taken notice of by all courts in the same manner 
as the General Laws of the State on the subject of roads and bridges when 
not in conflict therewith; but in case of conflict this act shall control as 
to Clay county, and all laws conflicting therewith are hereby repealed. 

Sec. 11. The fact that there is now no sufficient general road law in 
force in this State, creates an emergency and an imperative public neces- 
sity that the constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three several 
days, be suspended, and that this act take effect and be in force from 
and after its passage, and it is so enacted. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
House of Eepresentatives by two-thirds vote, yeas 93, nays ; and passed 
the Senate by two-thirds vote, yeas 24, nays 0.] 

[Note. — The foregoing act was presented to the Governor of Texas 
for his approval on the 28th day of March, A. D. 1901, but was not 
signed by him nor returned to the house in which it originated with his 
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objections thereto within the time prescribed by the Constitution, and 
thereupon became a law without his signature. — John G. Tod^ Secre- 
tary of State.] 

Became a law April 9, 190L 



FORT BEXD COUNTY— AX ACT EXTENDING BELIEF TO. 

H. B. No. 217.] Chapter XXXIII. 

• 

An Act to extend relief to Fort Bend county, and to authorize said county to 
have certain bonds heretofore issued by it canceled and annulled; and provid- 
ing service by publication to t^jie holders thereof where their names or residence 
is unknown. 

Whereas, the commissioners court of Fort Bend county, Texas, on 
the 12th day of May, 1884; 27th day of March, 1885, issued bonds to Sid- 
ney Meed, and known as River Bridge Bonds, to the amount of twenty- 
eight thousand dollars, which were to be dated on the 27th day of Octo- 
ber, 3884, and 28th day of May, 1886, and bearing 8 per cent, interest, 
due and payable in five, ten, fifteen and twenty years, all of which have 
been paid, except the following: 

Series No. 1, payable tp Sydney Meed, dated October 27, 1884, regis- 
try No. 13, issue No. 15; amount $500.00. 

Series No. 1, payable to Sydney Meed, dated October 27, 1884, regis- 
try No. 14, issue No. 16, amount $500.00. Series No. 2, payable to Syd- 
ney Meed, dated October 27, 1884, registry No. 5, issue No. 21, amount 
$500.00, Series No. 3, payable to Sydney Meed, dated May 28, 1886, 
registry No. 4, issue No. 12, amount $500.00. Series No. 3, payable to 
Sydney Meed, dated May 28, 1886, registry No. 5, issue No. 13, amount 
$500.00. Series No. 3, payable to Sydney Meed, dated May 28, 1886, 
registry No. 9, issue No. 17, amount $500.00. Series No. 3, payable to 
Sydney Meed, dated May 28, 1886, registry No. 10, issue No. 18, amount 
$500.00. Series No. 4, payable to Sydney Meed, dated May 28, 1886, 
register No. 11, issue No. 5, amount $500.00. Series No. 4, payable to 
Sydney Meed, dated May 28, 1886, registry No. 12, issue No. 6, amount 
$500.00. Series No. 4, payable to Sydney Meed, dated May 28, 1886, 
registry No. 13, issue No. 7, amount $500.00. Series No. 4, payable to 
Sydney Meed, dated May 28, 1886, registry No. 7, issue No. 1, amount 
$500.00, which have never been presented for payment, nor has any 
demand ever been made for principal or interest due thereon ; and 

Whereas, said commissioners court of Fort Bend county, Texas, on the 
13th day of July, 1885, and on the 6th day of January, 1886, issued 
bonds to the amount of six thousand dollars to William Boyd and known 
as Jail Bonds, which said bonds were due in five years after date, bear- 
ing 8 per cent, interest; and 

Whereas, on the register of bonds kept by the treasurer of said county 
same are not marked paid, though no payment of principal or interest 
due thereon has been demanded or requested for more than ten years, 
and all of said bonds are believed to have been paid or destroyed ; there- 
fore, 

Section 1. Be it enacted hy the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
That said countv of Fort Bend is authorized to institute suit in the dis- 
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trict court of Fort Bend county, Texas, against the said Sydney Meed and 
William Boyd, and the unknown owners and holders or any one holding, 
owning or claiming an interest in said above described bonds, in the man- 
ner now provided by law for suits and service by publication against 
non-resident defendants, or where defendants' name or residence is 
unknown, and upon proper and satisfactory proof being made to have 
judgment or decree of said court canceling or annulling said bonds, and 
the coupons thereto attached, and relieving said county of all liability 
therefor. 

Sec. 2. The fact that said bonds stand as a valid outstanding obli- 
gation, and as such must be taken into consideration and so treated by 
the commissioners court of said county in issuing other bonds, and the 
further fact that said county has about reached its limit for the issuance 
of bonds, creates an urgent and imperative necessity for the suspension of 
the constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three several days, 
and that this act take effect and be in force from and after its passage, 
and it is so enacted. 

[XoTE. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
House of Kepresentatives, no vote given, and passed the Senate by two- 
ihirds vote, yeas 23, nays 0.] 

[Note. — The foregoing act was presented to the Governor of Texas 
for his approval on the 28th day of March, A. D. 1901, but was not signed 
by him nor returned to the house in which it originated with his objec- 
tions thereto within the time prescribed by the Constitution, and there- 
upon became a law without his signature. — John 6. Tod^ Secretary of 
State.] 

Takes effect 90 days after adjournment. 



EANGER FORCE— ORGANIZATIOX OF. 
H. B. No. 52.] -Chapter XXXIY. 

An Act to provide for the organization of a "Ranger Force" for the protection 
of the frontier against marauding and thieving parties, and for the suppres- 
sion of lawlessness and crime throughout the State; to prescribe the duties 
and powers of members of such force, and to regulate their compensation. 

Section 1. Be. it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
That the Governor be and is hereby authorized to organize a force to be 
known as the "Ranger Force/^ for the purpose of protecting the frontier 
against marauding or thieving parties, and for the suppression of law- 
lessness and crime throughout the State. 

Sec. 2. The "Ranger Force'' shall consist of not to exceed four sep- 
arate companies of mounted men, each company to consist of not to 
exceed one captain, one first sergeant and twenty privates, and one quar- 
termaster for the entire force. The captains of companies and the quar- 
termaster shall be appointed by the Governor, and shall be removed at his 
pleasure; unless sooner so removed by the Governor, they shall serve for 
two years and until their successors are appointed and qualified. 

Sec. 3. The pay of officers and men shall be as follows: Captains, 
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one hundred ($100) dollars each, per month; sergeants, fifty ($50) 
dollars each, per month; and privates forty ($40). dollars each, per 
month. The payments shall be made at such times and in such manner 
as the Adjutant General of the State may prescribe. 

Sec. 4. The Governor shall appoint a quartermaster for this force, 
who shall discharge the duties of quartermaster, commissary and pay- 
master, and shall rank and receive the pay of a captain. 

Sec. 5. That this force shall always be under the command of the 
Governor, to be operated by his direction in such manner, in such detach- 
ments and in such localities as the Governor may direct. 

Sec. 6. The Governor is hereby authorized to keep this force, or so 
much thereof as he may deem -necessary, in the field as long as in his 
judgment, there may be necessity for such a force; and men who may 
volunteer in such service shall do so for such term not to exceed two 
years, subject to disbandmcnt in whole or in part at any time, and reas- 
semblage or reorganization of the whole force, or such portion thereof 
as may be deemed necessary by order of the Governor. 

Sec. 7. That the quartermaster, or if so directed by the Adjutant Gen- 
eral, company commanders shall purchase all supplies hereinafter 
provided for, and shall make a certificate on the voucher of the party or 
parties from whom the supplies and purchased, to the effect that *^the 
account is correct and just, and the articles purchased were at the lowest 
market prices.^^ 

Sec. 8. Each officer, non-commissioned officer and private of said 
force shall furnish himself with a suitable horse, horse equipment, cloth- 
ing, etc. ; provided, that if his horse is killed in action it shall be paid for 
by the State at a fair market value at the time when killed. 

Sec. 9. That the State shall furnish each member of said force with 
one improved carbine and pistol at cost, the price of which shall be 
deducted from the first money due such officer or man, and shall furnish 
said force with rations of subsistence, camp equipage and ammunition 
for the officers and men, and also forage for horses. 

Sec. 10. The amount of rations and forage shall not exceed the fol- 
lowing, towit: For each man^s daily allowance, twelve ounces bacon or 
twenty ounces beef, twenty ounces of flour or corn meal, two and two- 
fifths ounces of beans or peas, one and three-fifths ounces of rice, three 
and one-fifth ounces of coffee, three and one-fifth ounces of sugar, one- 
sixth giU of vinegar or pickles, one-sixth ounce candles, one-third ounce 
of soap, two-thirds of an ounce of salt, one-twenty-fourth of an ounce of 
pepper, four and four-fifths ounces of potatoes, sixteen twenly-fifths 
of an ounce of baking powder. The forage for each horse shall not 
exceed twelve pounds of com or oats, and fourteen pounds of hay per 
day, and two ounces of salt per week; provided, that when in case of 
emergency the members of said force are employed in such duty that it is 
impracticable to furnish the rations herein provided for, each member of 
said force so employed shall be allowed for his necessary actual expenses 
for such subsistence not to exceed one dollar and fifty cents ($1.50) per 
day; and provided further, that when it becomes necessary to move the 
members of said force from one place to another by railroad, the actual 
necessary expenses of such transportation shall be paid. 

Sec. 11. The officers, non-commissioned officers and privates of this 
force shall be clothed with all the powers of peace officers, and shall aid 
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the r^ular civil authorities in the execution of the laws. They shall 
have authority to make arrests, and to execute process in criminal cases, 
and in such cases they shall be governed by law regulating and defining 
the powers and duties of sheriffs when in discharge of similar duties; 
except that they shall have the power, and shall be authorized to make 
arrests and to execute all process in criminal cases in any county in the 
State. They shall, before entering on the discharge of these duties, 
take an oath before some authority legally authorized to administer the 
same, that each of them will faithfully perform his duties in accordance 
with law. In order to arrest and bring to justice men who have banded 
together for the purpose of committing robbery or other felonies, and to 
prevent the execution of the laws, the officers, non-commissioned officers 
and privates of said force may accept the services of such citizens as 
shall volunteer to aid them, but while so engaged such citizen shall not 
receive pay from the State for such services. 

Sec. 12. When said force, or any member or members thereof, shall 
arrest any person charged with the commission of a criminal offense, they 
shall forthwith convey said person to the county where he or they stand 
charged with the commission of an offense, and shall deliver him or them 
to the proper officer, taking his receipt therefor, and all necessary 
expenses thus incurred will be paid by the State. 

Sec. 13. The Governor and Adjutant General shall cause to be made 
such regulations for the government and control of the organization 
herein provided for, and for the enlistment and employment of non- 
commissioned officers and privates, as they may deem necessary, to the 
end that the force so provided shall be as effective as possible. 

Sec. 14. All laws and parts of laws, both general and special, in con- 
flict with the provisions of this act, are hereby repealed. 

Sec. 15. The fact that the Revised Statutes are indefinite; and that 
a defect exists, in that the privates of said force have no authority to 
execute criminal process, creates an emergency and an imperative public 
necessity that the constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three 
several days be suspended, and that this act take effect and be in force 
from and after its passage, and it is so enacted. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
House of Representatives, no vote given, and passed the Senate by two- 
thirds vote, yeas 23, nays 3.] 

Approved March 29, 1901. 

Takes effect 90 days after adjournment. 
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EVIDEXCE— ABSTRACT OF TITLES C0:MPETEXT EVIDENCE 

WHEX. 

H. B. Xo. 14TJ Chapter XXXV. 

An Act to amend an act entitled "An Aet to amend Article 2313. Chapter 4, 
Title XL, of the Revised CiTil Statutes of the State of Texas, 1895, relating to 
the introduction of certain abstracts of title as evidence," passed by the Twentj- 
fifth Legislature, being Chapter 108, of the General Laws of the Regular Ses- 
sion thereof. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
That Article 2313, of Chapter 4, Title XL, of the Bevised Civil Statutes 
of the State of Texas, of 1895, as amended by an act of the Twenty-fifth 
legislature of the State of Texas, be amended so as to hereafter read as 
follows, towit: 

Article 2313. All abstracts of land titles, or land abstract books to 
lands in this State, compiled from the records of any county in this State, 
prior to the year 1890, which said records were partially or wholly 
destroyed or lost from any cause during the month of May, 18T4, March, 
1876, and January, 1889, shall hereafter be competent prima facie evi- 
dence of the truth of the data or memoranda therein contained and com- 
piled prior to the year 1890, and shall be admissible in evidence in the 
courts of this State; provided, that the compiler or compilers of such 
abstracts of land titles or land title abstract books shall have made 
heretofore, or before offered in evidence, affidavit before some officer 
authorized at the time of making such affidavit to take acknowledgments 
to deeds in this State, and to the effect that said abstracts of land titles 
or land title abstract books were compiled by him from the records of 
the count}' prior to their destruction or loss, and that they contain a true 
and correct statement of the matters and things to which they relate; 
and provided, also, that it shall be admissible to offer in evidence any 
testimony tending to discredit or substantiate the reliability of such 
abstract of land titles or land title abstract books, or tending to show 
the compiler thereof to have been incompetent or unreliable, or compe- 
tent and reliable; and provided further, that a copy of such abstract 
shall be filed in the papers of the cause in which it is sought to be used, 
and notice given to the opposite party at least five days before the trial, 
and the same defense may be made as if copies of the original record had 
been filed; provided further, that the party offering such abstracts of 
land titles or land title abstract books in evidence, shall himself or by 
his agent or attorney have made affidavit that the original instrument to 
which the said data or memorandum relates is not then on record; and 
that he has made diligent search and inquiry for the same in places and 
from persons where and in whose possession it would most probably be 
found, and has been unable to find the same ; that to his best knowledge 
and belief the same is lost or destroyed; and provided further, that the 
owner of said abstracts of land titles or of land title abstract books shall 
have filed with the county commissioners court his application in writ- 
ing (which may be granted or refused, in the discretion of said court, 
and if refused this article shall not become of force as to said applica- 
tion so refused) for an order of said court admitting to record in said 
court the contract of the said owner in writing, wherein the said owner 
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shall bind himself, his heirs and assigns, as follows: That said owner, 
his heirs or assigns will, whenever requested in writing setting forth the 
data required by any party to any suit interested in introducing said 
abstracts of land titles or land title abstract books, produce the same 
without charge on the day demanded for introducing in evidence and 
upon the trial of any cause in this State; provided, that if said owner, 
his heirs or assigns, are required to produce said abstracts of land titles 
or land title abstract books in courts of any other county than that to 
the lands of which said abstract of land titles or land title abstract 
books pertain, they shall be by the party at whose instance such produc- 
tion is required, reasonably compensated in advance for the time and 
expense of the said owner, his heirs or assigns. And the said owner in 
said contract shall bind himself, his heirs and assigns, to answer in full 
damages to any party damaged by the failure or default of the said 
owner, his heirs or assigns, without good cause, to produce said abstracts 
of land titles or land title abstract books, data or memoranda, when 
demanded, as herein provided. And said contract shall further stipulate 
that no charge shall ever be made by said owner, his heirs or assigns, 
in excess of one dollar for each instrument or remove in any title in the 
compilation of a complete abstract or title to the lands in the county to 
which said abstracts of land titles or land title abstract books pertain, 
and that said owner, his heirs and assigns, will, upon request and pay- 
ment of the fees therefor by any person, either make, compile and certif}', 
or cause to be made, compiled or certified, within a reasonable time, a 
complete abstract of title to any land to which said abstracts of land 
titles or land title abstract books pertain; provided, that nothing herein 
contained shall ever be construed to in any way affect or apply to any suit 
or suits pending in any of the courts in this State on the 12th day of 
July, 1891; provided further, that the provisions of this article shall not 
apply if it can be shown by competent evidence that any such deeds were 
improperly recorded ; provided, that whenever any person, company or 
corporation has heretofore complied with the law which is amended 
hertby, in order to make an abstract evidence, the said person, company 
or corporation shall not be required to do anything more or further under 
this act, in order to have the benefits thereof. 

Sec. 2. Whereas, the enacting at this session of the present Legisla- 
ture of the legislation contemplated by this bill is imperiled by the great 
number of bills pending before the body, therefore an emergency exists, 
creating an imperative public necessity, justifying the suspension of the 
constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three several days; and 
it is therefore suspended, and that this act take effect and go into force 
from and after its passage, and it is so enacted. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
House of Representatives by two-thirds vote, yeas 91, nays 0; and was 
reported to Senate where it was amended and passed by two-thirds vote, 
yeas 23, nays 1; House concurred in Senate amendments by two-thirds 
vote, yeas 94, nays 0.] 

Approved March 29, 1901. 
Became a law March 29, 1901. 



46 GENERAL LAWS OF TEXAS. I27th Leg. 



KAILEOADS— ACQUIRING EIGHT OF WAY FOR CERTAIN- 
PURPOSES. 

S. B. No. 16.] Chapter XXXVI. 

An Act to amend an act entitled "An Act to amend Article 4445 of the Revised 
Civil Statutes of the State of Texas, and to authorize railroad corporations 
to acquire new right of way for the purpose of shortening the line or reduc- 
ing the grades," being Chapter 68 of the General Laws of the State of Texas, 
passed at the Regular Session of the Twenty-sixth Legislature, and to authorize 
railroad corporations to acquire new right of way for the purpose of shortening 
the line or reducing the grades, and to acquire land for the construction of 
reservoirs for water supply, and to provide that the limitation of width pre- 
scribed in Article 4425 of the Revised Civil Statutes shall not apply to real 
estate acquired for purposes other than right of way, and that such other real 
estate need not adjoin or abut on the right of way. 

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 

Section 1. That Article 4445, of the Revised Civil Statutes of the 
State of Texas, be and the same is hereby amended so that it shall here- 
after read as follows : 

Article 4445. If any railroad corporation shall at any time be unable 
to agree with the owner for the purchase of any real estate or the mate- 
rial thereon required for the purposes of its incorporation or the transac- 
tion of its business for its depots, station buildings, machine and repair 
shops, for the construction of reservoirs for the water supply or for the 
right of way or for new right of way for change or relocation of road bed 
to shorten the line or any part thereof or to reduce its grades or any of 
them (which is hereby authorized and permitted) or for any other lawful 
purpose connected with or necessary to the building, operating or running 
its road, such corporation may acquire such property in the manner pro- 
vided in this chapter ; provided, that the limitation in width prescribed 
in Article 4425, shall not apply to real estate or any interest therein 
required for the purposes herein mentioned, other than right of way,iand 
that real estate or any interest therein to be acquired for such other pur-* 
poses or any of them need not adjoin or abut on the right of way; pro- 
vided further, that no change of the line through any city or town or 
which will result in the abandonment of any station or depot, shall be 
made except upon written order of the Railroad Commission of Texas, 
authorizing such change ; and provided further, that no railroad corpora- 
tion shall have the right under this act to condemn any land for the pur- 
poses mentioned in this section situated more than two miles from the 
right of way of such railroad corporation. 

Sec. 2. The fact that it is now doubtful whether railroad companies, 
under the present law, have all the powers conferred by Section 1, hereof, 
and that the public interest will be promoted by the exercise of such 
powers, creates an emergency and imperative public necessity for the sus- 
pension of the constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three sev- 
eral days, and that this act take effect from and after its passage, and it 
is so enacted. 

[XoTE. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
Senate by two-thirds vote, yeas 24, nays 5 ; and was reported to the 
House of Representatives, where it was amended and passed, no vote 
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given; Senate refused to concur in House amendments, and asked for 
Free Conference Committee; report of Free Conference Committee 
adopted by the Senate by two-thirds vote, yeas 23, nays 1 ; report of Free 
Conference Committee adopted by the House by two-thirds vote, yeas 94, 
na3's 11.] 

Approved April 1, 1901. 

Became a law April 1, 1901. 



COKE COUNTY, KIMBLE COUNTY-JUEISDICTION OF 
COUNTY COURT. 

H. B. No. 23.] Chapter XXXVII. 

An Act to restore to and confer upon the county courts of Coke county and 
Kimble county the civil and criminal jurisdiction heretofore belonging to said 
courts under the Constitution and general statutes of the State; to conform the 
jurisdiction of the district court of said counties to such change; and to repeal 
all laws in conflict with the provisions of this act in so far as they relate to 
Coke and Kimble counties. 

Sectiox 1. Be it enacted hy the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
That the county courts of Coke county and Kimble county shall hereafter 
have exclusive original jurisdiction in civil cases, where the matter in 
controversy shall exceed in value two hundred dollars and shall not exceed 
iive hundred dollars, exclusive of interest, and that they shall have con- 
current jurisdiction with the district court of said counties when the 
matter in controversy shall exceed five hundred dollars and not exceed 
one thousand dollars. 

Sec. 2. Said county court shall have appellate jurisdiction in civil 
cases over which justice courts have original jurisdiction when the judg- 
ment of the court appealed from on the amount in controversy shall 
exceed twenty dollars; and said county courts shall have power to hear 
and determine cases brought up from justice's courts by certiorari under 
the provisions of the title of the Revised Statutes relating thereto. 

Sec. 3. The county judges of said county shall have authority, either 
in term time or in vacation, to grant writs of mandamus, injunction, 
sequestration, garnishment, attachment, certiorari, supersedeas, and any 
and all other writs necessary to enforcement of the jurisdiction of said 
courts, and shall have power to issue writs of habeas corpus in all cases 
in which the Constitution has not exclusively conferred the power on the 
district court or judge thereof. 

Sec. 4. Said county courts shall have jurisdiction in the forfeiture 
and judgment of all bonds and recognizances taken in criminal cases of 
which said courts have jurisdiction. 

Sec. 5. Said county courts shall have exclusive original jurisdiction 
of all misdemeanors^ except misdemeanoi's involving official misconduct, 
and except in cases in which the highest penalty of fine that may be 
imposed under the law may not exceed two hundred dollars; and said 
courts shall also have appellate jurisdiction in criminal cases of which 
justices of the peace and other inferior tribunals of said counties have 
original jurisdiction. 
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Sec. 6. The district court of Coke county and Kimble county shall no 
longer have jurisdiction of cases of which the county courts of said 
counties, by the provisions of tliis act, have exclusive original or appel- 
late jurisdiction; and it shall he the duty of the clerk of the district 
court of Coke county and Kimble county, within thirty days after the 
passage of this act, to make a full and complete transcript of all orders 
on the docket and minutes in cases now pending before the district court, 
of which cases, by the terms of this act, exclusive jurisdiction is given 
to said county courts, and he shall deliver said transcript, together with 
the original papers and certified bill of costs, to the clerks of said county 
courts, and said county clerks shall enter said cases on the docket for trial 
by said county courts. 

Sec. 7. The county courts of said counties shall hereafter hold their 
regular terms for civil and criminal business as provided in the Constitu- 
tion and General Laws of the State, and process heretofore issued from 
the district court of said counties, in case^ to be transferred under this 
act to the county courts of Coke county and Kimble county shall be 
returnable to the first term held by said county courts after this act shall 
go into effect, and all cases transferred shall be entered avS appearance 
cases upon the docket of said county courts. 

Sec. 8. The county courts of Coke county and Kimble county shall 
have, as now, the general jurisdiction appertaining to probate matters or 
courts for the probate of wills, appointment of guardians of minors, 
idiots, lunatics, persons non compos mentis and common drunkards, and 
for the issuance of letters testamentary and of administration, settlement 
of accounts of administrators and guardians, and the settlement and dis- 
tribution of estates of decedents, and the apprenticeship of minors, and 
all other necessary powers conferred by law upon cpurts of probate. 

Sec. 9. That all laws and parts of laws in conflict with the provisions 
of this act, in so far as relate to the counties of Coke and Kimble, 
be and the same are hereby repealed. 

Sec. 10. Whereas, the county courts of Coke county and Kimble 
county are without jurisdiction, which is necessary for the just and 
proper administration of the law, creates such an emergency and public 
necessity that require the suspension of the constitutional rule requiring 
bills to be read on three several days, and said rule is therefore suspended, 
and it is enacted that this act shall take effect and be in force from and 
after its passage. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
House of Eepresentatives, no vote given, and passed the Senate, no vote 
given.] 

[Note. — The foregoing act was presented to the Governor of Texas 
for his approval on the 29th day of March, A. D. 1901, but was not signed 
by him nor returned to the House in which it originated with his objec- 
tions thereto, within the time prescribed by the Constitution, and there- 
upon became a law without his signature. — Geo. T. Keeble, Chief Clerk, 
Acting Secretary of State.] 

Takes effect 90 days after adjournment. 
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HOOD COUNTY— ROAD SYSTEM. 
H. B. No. 64.J Chapter XXXVllI. 

An Act to provide a more efficient public road system for the county of Hood. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
Tliat each member of the commissioners court of Hood county shall be 
ex-officio road commissioner of his respective district and, under the 
direction of the commissioners court, shall have charge of all teams, tools 
and machinery belonging to the county and placed in their hands, and it 
shall be their duty, under such rules and regulations as the commis- 
sioners court may provide, to superintend the laying out of new roads, 
and the making, changing and repair of roads, and the building and 
repair of bridges. Each of said commissioners s:hall, before entering 
upon the duties of his office, in addition to their regular bond as such 
commissioner, execute a bond of one thousand dollars, with two or more 
good and sufficient sureties, payable to the county judge of the county, 
for the use and benefit of the road and bridge fund, conditioned that they 
will perform all the duties required of them by law or by the commis- 
sioners court, and that they will account for all property or money 
belonging to the county that may come into their possession, provided, 
that with the consent of the commissioners court, any one of said com- 
missioners shall be allowed to appoint a competent person as deputy road 
commissioner, who shall be required to execute the same bond as required 
of commissioners in this section; and such deputy road commissioner 
shall be entitled to the same compensation that is allowed county com- 
missioners for the same service; provided, that county commissioners 
shall not be allowed any compensation as road commissioners when a 
deputy commissioner has been appointed, except for work done by him 
as such road commissioner in case of urgent necessity. 

Sec. 2. The commissioners court of said county shall have full 
power and authority, and it shall be its duty to adopt such system for 
working, laying out, draining and repairing the public roads in said 
county as it may deem best, and from time to time said court may change 
its plan or system of working. Said commissioners shall have power to 
purchase such teams, tools and machinery for the working of its roads. 
Said court shall have power to construct, grade or otherwise improve 
any road pr bridge by contract. In such cases said court or county 
judge may advertise, in such manner as said court may determine, for 
bids to do such work, and the contract shall be awarded to the lowest 
responsible bidder, who shall enter into bond, payable to the county 
judge of said county, for the use and benefit of the road and bridge fund, 
with good and sufficient sureties, to be approved by said court, and in 
such sum as said court may determine, for the faithful compliance with 
the terms of said contract ; but said court shall have the right to reject 
any and all bids. At the time of making such contract the court shall 
direct the county treasurer to pass the amount to a particular fund for 
that purpose, and the same shall not be used for any other purpose, and 
it can only be paid out on the order of said court, and the said court shall 
have authority to employ any hands or teams to work on the roads, under 
such regulations and for such price as they may deem best. 

4-Q. L. 
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Sec. 3. The commissioners court of said county shall require all 
county convicts, not otherwise employed, to labor upon the public roads, 
under such regulations as they may prescribe, and each convict so worked, 
shall receive a credit of fifty cents a day on his fine first and then on 
the costs for each day he may labor. Said commissioners court may- 
provide such regulations and punishments as may be necessary to cause 
such convict to perform good work, and may provide a reward not 
exceeding ten dollars, to be paid out of the road and bridge fund, for the 
capture and delivery of any escaped convict, to be paid to any person 
other than the guard or person in charge of such convict at the time of 
his escape, which reward shall be taxed against such convict and worked 
out or paid by him as part of the cost. The commissioners court may 
grant a reasonable commutation of time for which a convict is com- 
mitted, as a reward for faithful service and good behavior, in no case 
to exceed one-sixth of the whole time. The commissioners court may, at 
a regular term, make such provision for prisons, clothing, bedding, food, 
medicine and medical attention and guards for the safe keeping and 
humane treatment of convicts. Said court may allow to the officers and 
witnesses such amount of their costs for tiie arrest and conviction of such 
convict as it may deem best; provided, that it shall not allow to any 
officer an amount greater than the following: County judged $3.00; 
county attorney, $5.00, including commissions; county clerks and 
justices of the peace, $1.70; sheriffs and constables, $5.00 ; which amount 
shall be paid to the officers out of the road and bridge fund, upon the 
order of said court, when such fine and costs shall have been worked out 
as provided in this section ; provided, that this section shall not be con- 
strued as to relieve any convict from payment of all costs for which he 
would be liable under the General Laws of this State. 

Sec. 4. Each county commissioner shall have control over all road 
overseers in his district; and shall deliver to each of them all teams, 
tools and machinery necessary in working the roads in the district of 
said overseer, so far as he has been supplied therewith by the commis- 
sioners court, taking receipt of said overseer therefor, specifying each 
item and giving its value^ which receipt shall be a full answer of the 
liability of the commissioners and shall fix the liability of the overseers ; 
and any commissioner or overseer who shall have been entrusted with 
any t-eams, tools or machinery belonging to said county shall be liable for 
any damage to the same while in his possession, caused by his negligence 
or want of due care of the same, and shall not use or permit the same to 
be used for private purposes without the consent of the commissioners 
court. It shall be the duty of the road overseer, when he has finished 
work on his road, to return to said commissioner all teams, tools and 
machinery received from him, and take up the receipt given therefor. 

Sec. 5. It shall be the duty of the county commissioner when acting 
as, road commissioner to inform himself of the condition of the public 
roads of his district, and shall determine what character of work shall 
be done upon said roads, and shall direct the manner of grading, drain- 
ing or otherwise improving the same, which directions shall be observed 
and obeyed by all road overseers of his district and the provisions of 
this section shall extend to work done under contract, unless by special 
provisions in the contract the road commissioner is relieved of the duties 
herein required. 
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Sec. 6. The commissioners may require each road overseer in his dis- 
trict to call out the hands in such numbers as may be sufficient to per- 
form the work, but no road hand shall be required to work exceeding 
five days in any one year, or two days with himself and team, unless the 
term of service, as prescribed by the General Laws of the State shall be 
extended beyond that time; and provided, that all road hands in any 
district shall, as far as practical, be worked a uniform time. Each 
road overseer, or in his absence, anyone deputized by him, shall have 
full control of all road hands within his road district, and shall see that 
each hand, when he is called out, performs a good day^s work; if any 
hand when so called out shall fail or refuse to perform a good day^s work 
or to. work in the manner the overseer may direct, he shall be liable to the 
same penalty as if he had failed to appear in obedience to the summons. 
The commissioners may allow any overseer who shall be engaged in the 
discharge of the duties of his office for more than five days in any one 
year a compensation not to exceed one dollar a day for the time so 
served; provided, that he shall make oath that the account is just and 
due. 

Sec. 7. Any citizen of Hood county liable for road duty who shall 
before the February term of the commissioners court of each year, pay 
to the county treasurer the sum of three dollars, shall be exempt from 
road duty for such year. The treasurer shall receive and receipt for all 
moneys so paid him, and shall place the same to the credit of the road 
and bridge fund, and shall keep a separate account for each district from 
which it is received. The treasurer shall, on the first day of the Febru- 
ary term of the commissioners court, or as soon thereafter as practical, 
furnish to each county commissioner a list of all persons in their respec- 
tive districts that have paid the sum provided in this section. ^ 

Sec. 8. Every person liable to work on roads by paying to his road 
overseer, at any time before the day appointed to work on his road, the 
sum of one dollar for each day that he is summoned and one dollar and 
fifty cents for each day he is summoned to furnish his team for road 
work shall be exempt from working or furnishing his team for each day 
paid for, and also exempt from any penalties for failure to work or 
furnish such team for the time for which he has so paid. 

Sec. 9. Each person summoned to work on a road shall take with him 
an axe, pick, spade, plow, scraper, or such other tool as may be desired 
and directed by the overseer, or, if he has no such tool as is desired 
aud directed by the overseer to take with him, he shall take such suitable 
tools as he may have; provided, the county shall be liable for and the 
commissioners court under such regulations as they may prescribe, shall 
pay for all breakage or damage to such tools as may have resulted 
from public road work and not caused by the negligence of the person 
furnishing the same. Such road overseer may also summon and require 
such road hand to bring with him for public road work such team or 
teams as he may have on hand suitable for road work; provided, that 
such hand shall be allowed two and one-half days^ time for each day put 
in by a hand with his team, and one and one-half days' time for his team 
without such hand. 

Sec. 10. If any person liable to work on the public roads, after being 
legally summoned, shall intentionally fail or refuse to attend either in 
person or by able and competent substitute, or fail or refuse to furnish 
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his team or tools at the time and place designated by the person sum- 
moning him, or to pay such overseer one dollar per day for each day he 
may have been notified to work the road, or to pay to said overseer the 
sum of one dollar and fifty cents for each day he may have been sum- 
moned to furnish himself and team for road work, or having attended 
shall fail to perform good service or any duty required of him by law or 
the person under whom he may work, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor 
and upon conviction thereof shall be fined in any sum not exceeding ten 
dollars. 

Sec. 11. At the regular term of the commissioners court in February 
of each year, all road overseers shall make their reports, under oath, upon 
forms furnished by said court, which said report shall be examined by 
said court ; and all accounts for services or labor performed for over work 
by such overseer during the past year, and of moneys had and expended 
by him, shall be audited and settled ; and as soon thereafter as possible 
said commissioners court shall appoint and commission road overseers 
for the succeeding year. Any road overseer intentionally failing to per- 
form his duties as said road overseer, or failing or refusing to make his 
report as required by law, or failing or refusing to serve and perform the 
duties of overseer when appointed by said court, or to perform any other 
duty required of him by law or the commissioners court or by the com- 
missioner of his district or his deputy, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor 
and upon conviction thereof shall be fined in any sum not exceeding 
twenty-five dollars. 

Sec. 12. Whenever it shall become necessary to occupy any land for 
the opening, straightening, widening or draining or repair of any road 
or part thereof, if the owner and the commissioners court cannot agree 
upon the price of such land or the damage to be paid, the county may 
proceed to condemn the same in the same manner that a railroad can 
condemn land for right of way, and the same proceedings may be had 
and the same rights shall exist to each party as would exist if the pro- 
ceedings were by a railroad company, except that the county shall in no 
case be required to give bond. 

Sec. 13. It shall be lawful for any delinquent poll taxpayer in Hood 
county to perform two days service upon the public roads in his road 
precinct in each and every year, in discharge of said delinquent poll tax, 
unless the poll tax now provided for by the General Laws of Texas shall 
be changed, in which case a proportionate time for service shall be held 
to discharge said delinquent for one year's poll taxes ; provided further, 
that this act shall not be held to annul any laws upon the General Stat- 
utes of Texas for the collection of delinquent poll taxes, but cumulative 
thereto in Hood county ; and provided further, that such delinquent tax- 
payers shall perform such road service under the direction of the over- 
seer, under the same regulations herein provided for parties subject to 
road service under the General Laws of the State; and it shall be the 
duty of the tax collector to furnish a list of all delinquent poll taxpayers 
of each district to the commissioner of said district before the first day 
o>f March of each year. 

Sec. 14. The commissioners court shall be authorized to levy and 
collect a tax of not exceeding fifteen cents on the hundred dollars, to be 
used exclusively for road and bridge purposes, and the same shall be 
disbursed by the said court as they may deem best ; provided, said court 



1901.] GENERAL LAWS OF TEXAS. 53 

shall set aside annually, out of said fund, a sum sufficient to pay interest 
and provide a sinking fund necessary to discharge all outstanding road 
and bridge bonds as they mature. 

Sec. 15. Whenever two-thirds of the property taxpayers of Hood 
county voting at an election for that purpose, shall favor, the commis- 
sioners court of said county shall be authorized to levy and collect a 
special tax of not exceeding fifteen cents on the one hundred dollars 
for road and bridge purposes, the same to be disbursed as hereinbefore 
provided. 

Sec. 16. The fact that there are outstanding against said county, 
twelve thousand five hundred dollars in bonds for bridge purposes 
exclusive, and provision to meet the exigencies of these bonds, out of the 
road and bridge fund, operates a disadvantage to the public roads of 
said county, therefore, whenever a majority of the property taxpayers 
of Hood county voting at an election for that purpose, shall favor, the 
commissioners court shall be authorized to negotiate the sale of twelve 
thousand five hundred dollars iu forty year bonds of said county to be 
sold at or above par, and not to bear exceeding four per centum per 
annum, the same to be used for road and culviert purposes exclusive. 

Sec. 17. Whenever the cost of a piece of road improvement or the 
cost of a bridge shall exceed two hundred dollars, the commissioners 
court shall cause the same to be done by contract as hereinbefore pro- 
vided. 

Sec. 18. Every county commissioner shall, as soon as practical, 
after the February term of the commissioners court take a list of all 
hands in his district, and also the number of miles of road in his district 
to be worked ; provided, that no third class road, except those leading to 
or towards the county seat, shall be included, and the condition of such 
roads severally, and the approximate amount of work each and every road 
shall require to keep the same in, as far as possible, uniform condition, 
and apportion said hands so that no set of hands shall be required to do 
more than their proportionate share of road work in said district. All 
third class roads contrarv to the provisions of this section are hereby 
killed. 

Sec. 19. Every county commissioner, when acting as road commis- 
sioner and performing the duties imposed upon him by law or by the 
commissioners court, shall be entitled to two dollars per day for the 
services actually performed, provided, said sum to be paid him shall not 
exceed thirty dollars per quarter, which amount shall be paid out of the 
road and bridge fund, when the account shall have been approved by the 
commissioners court, and the court shall not approve said account unless 
the commissioner presenting it shall sign an oath that the account is 
just, due and unpaid, specifying the number of days work actually per- 
formed by him, and that it was necessary to be done; and no commis- 
sioner shall be entitled to pay as road commissioner either for himself or 
his deputy while he is performing the duties of county commissioner, 
nor shall he receive any additional pay than that provided by this section 
for inspecting and riding over his roads, or for any other road service. 

Sec. 20. This act shall be taken notice of by all the courts in the same 
manner as a general law of this State, and it shall be construed to be 
cumulative of all General Laws of the State on the subject of roads and 
bridges, when not in conflict therewith, but in case of conflict this act 
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shall control as to Hood county; and all local or special laws in conflict 
herewith are hereby repealed. 

Skc. 21. The fact that there is now no sufficient general road law in 
this State creates an emergency and an imperative public necessity that 
the constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three several days be 
suspended, and that this act take effect and be in force from and after 
its passage, and it is so enacted. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
House of Representatives, no vote given, and passed the Senate, no vote 
given.] 

[Note. — The foregoing act was presented to the Governor of Texas 
for his approval on the 29th day of March, A. D. 1901, but was not signed 
by him nor returned to the house in which it originated with his objec- 
tions thereto within the time prescribed by the Constitution, and there- 
upon became a law without his signatuire. — Geo. T. Keeble^ Chief Clerk, 
Acting Secretary of State.] 

Takes effect 90 days after adjournment. 



THIRTY-SECOND JUDICIAL DISTRICT — REORGANIZA- 
TION OF. 

H. B. No. 122.] Chapter XXXIX. 

An Act to reorganize the Thirty-second Judicial District of Texas, and to desig- 
nate the counties which compose the same; to prescribe the time for holding 
the district courts therein; to validate all process, writs and bonds issued 
or executed prior to the taking effect of this act, and returnable to the termit 
of said court as heretofore fixed by law, and to make same returnable to the 
terms of said court as fixed in this act, and to repeal all laws and par£^ of 
laws in conflict herewith. 

Section 1. Be it eiwcted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
The Thirty-second Judicial District shall hereafter be composed of the 
counties of Nolan, Mitchell, Howard, Martin, Midland, Ector, Borden, 
Glasscock and Ward, and the unorganized counties of Andrews, Gaines, 
Terry, Yoakum, Crane, Upton, Dawson and Garza. 

Sec. 2. That the terms of the district court shall hereafter be held in 
said district as follows: 

In the county of Midland, on the first Monday in February and Sep- 
tember in each year, and may continue in session two weeks. 

In the county of Martin, on the third Monday of February and Sep- 
tember in each year, and may continue in session two weeks. 

In the county of Howard, on the fourth Monday after the first Monday 
in Februaiy and September of each year, and may continue in session 
two weeks. 

In the county of Glasscock, on the sixth Monday after the first Monday 
in February and September in each year, and may continue in session 
one week. 

In the county of Borden, on the seventh Monday after the first Monday 
in February and September in each year, and may continue in session 
two weeks. 
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In the count}^ of Nolan, on tlie ninth Monday after the first Monday in 
February and September in each year, and may continue in session three 
weeks. 

In the county of Ector on the twelfth Monday after the first Monday 
in February and September in each year, and may continue in session 
two weeks. 

In the county of Ward, on the fourteenth Monday after the first Mon- 
day in February and September in each year, and may continue in session 
two weeks. 

In the county of Mitchell, on the sixteenth Monday after the first Mon- 
day in February, and on the seventeenth Monday after the first Monday 
in September of each year, and may continue in session until all business 
is disposed of. 

Sec. 3. The unorganized counties of Crane and Upton, are hereby 
attached to Midland county for judicial and surveying purposes. 

The unorganized counties of Andrews, Gaines, Yoakum and Terry are 
attached to Martin county for judicial and surveying purposes. 

The unorganized county of Dawson, is hereby attached to Howard 
county for judicial and surveying purposes. 

The unorganized county of Garza, is hereby attached to Borden county 
for judicial and surveying purposes. 

Sec. 4. That all process, writs and bonds issued or executed prior to 
the taking effect of this act, and returnable to the terms of said court, 
as heretofore fixed by law, in the several counties composing said district, 
are hereby made returnable to the terms of said courts as fixed in this 
act; and all process heretofore returned as well as all bonds and recog- 
nizances heretofore entered into in any of said courts, shall be as valid 
as if no change had been made in the time of holding said courts. 

Sec. 5. All laws and parts of laws in conflict with the provisions of 
this act are hereby repealed. 

Sec. 6. The fact that the crowded condition of the docket of El Paso 
county, a county in the same judicial district as that from which Ward 
county is taken by this act, is such as to require all of the time of the 
court heretofore given to Ward county, therefore the convenience of the 
people and the crowded condition of the docket of said El Paso county, 
create an emergency, and an imperative public necessity exists for the 
suspension of the constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three 
several days in each branch of the Legislature and a great public neces- 
sity exists, and the emergency requires that this bill take effect from and 
after its passage ; said rule is therefore suspended and this act shall be in 
force and effect from and after the passage thereof, and it is so enacted. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
House of Eepresentatives, no vote given ; and passed the Senate by two- 
tliirds vote, yeas 24, nays 0.] 

[Note. — The foregoing act was presented to the Governor of Texas for 
his approval on the 28th day of March, A. D. 1901, but was not signed 
by him nor returned to the house in which it originated with his objec- 
tion thereto within the time prescribed by the Constitution, and there- 
upon becanixe a law without his signature. — Geo. T. Keeble, Chief Clerk, 
Acting Secretary of State.] 

Takes effect 90 days after adjournment. 
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LEON COUNTY— KOAD SYSTEM. 
H. B. No. 244.] Chapter XL. 

An Act to create a more efficient road system for Leon county, Texas, and making 
county commissioners of said county ex-offido road commissioners, and pre- 
scribing their duties as such, and providing for their compensation as road 
commissioners: and defining the powers and duties of such county commission- 
ers ; and providing for the appointment of road overseers, and defining their 
duties; and for the working of countj^ convicts on the public roads of said 
county; and providing for officers' fees and rewards and penalties for said 
convicts, and rewards for the capture of escaped convicts; and to provide for 
the manner of training and maintaining hedges along all public roads; and 
to provide for the summoning of teams for road work, and for allowance for 
time of road service for the same; and fixing a penalty for violation of this 
act; and to repeal all laws in conflict herewith. 

Section 1. Be it enacted hy the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
That the members of the commissioners court of Leon county shall be 
ex-officio road commissioners of their respective districts, and under the 
direction of the commissioners court shall have charge of all teams, tools 
and machinery belonging to the county, and placed in their hands by 
said county ; and it shall be their duty, under such rules and regulations 
as the commissioners court may prescribe, to superintend the laying out 
of new roads and the building of bridges. Each of said commissioners 
shall, before entering upon the duties of his office, in addition to his reg- 
ular bond as such county commissioner, execute a bond of one thousand 
dollars, with two or more good and sufficient sureties, payable to the 
county judge of said county, for the use and benefit of the road and 
bridge fund, conditioned that he will perform all the duties required 
of him by law or by the commissioners court, and that he will account for 
all money or property belonging to the county that may come into his 
possession. 

Sec. 2. The commissioners court of said county shall have full power 
and authority, and it shall be its duty, to adopt such system of work- 
ing, laying out, draining and repairing the public roads in said county 
as it may deem best, and from time to time said court may change its 
plan or system of working. Said commissioners court shall have power 
to purchase such teams, tools and machinery as may be necessary for 
the working of its roads. Said court shall have the power to construct, 
grade or otherwise improve any road or bridge by contract. In such 
case said court, if they deem it necessary, or the county judge, may 
advertise, in such manner as the court may determine, for bids to do 
such work, and the contract shall be awarded to the lowest responsible 
bidder, who shall enter into bond, payable to the county judge of said 
county, for the use of the road and bridge fund, with good and sufficient 
sureties, to be approved by said court, and in such sum as said court may 
determine, for the faithful compliance with the terms of said contract; 
but said court shall have the right to reject any and all bids. The said 
court shall have authority to employ any hands or teams to work on the 
roads, under such regulations and for such price as they may deem best 

Sec. 3. The commissioners court of said county shall require all 
county convicts, not otherwise employed, to labor upon the public roads, 
under such regulations as they may prescribe, and each convict so worked 
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shall receive a credit of fifty cents on his fine and costs for each day he 
may so labor. Said commissioners court may provide such reasonable 
regulations and punishments as may be necessary to require such con- 
victs to perform good work; and may provide a reward, not exceeding 
ten dollars, to be paid out of the road and bridge fund, for the recapture 
and delivery of any escaped convict, to be paid to any person other than 
the guard or person in charge of such convict at the time of his escape, 
which reward shall be taxed against such convict, and worked out or 
paid by him as a part of the costs. The commissioners may grant a 
reasonable commutation of time for which a convict is committed as a 
reward for faithful services and good behavior, in no case to exceed one- 
tenth of the whole time. Said court may provide the necessary houses, 
prisons, clothing, bedding, food, medicine, medical attention and guards 
for the safe and humane keeping of convicts. The commissioners court 
may, at a regular term, allow to the officers such amount of their costs for 
the arrest and conviction of said convict as it may deem best; provided, 
that it shall not allow to any officer a greater amount than he is now or 
may hereafter be allowed by general laws; provided, that this sihall not 
be construed to relieve any convict from the payment of all costs for 
which he would be liable under the General Laws of this State. 

Sec. 4. Each county commissioner shall have control of all road over- 
seers in his district, and shall deliver to each of them all tools and 
machinery necessary in working the roads in the district of said over- 
seer, so far as he has been supplied therewith by the commissioners 
court, taking receipt of said overseer therefor, specifying each item and 
giving its value, which receipt shall be a full answer of the liability of 
the commissioner, and shall fix the liability of the overseer ; and any com- 
missioner or overseer who shall have been intrusted with any teams, 
tools or machinery belonging to said county shall be liable for any dam- 
age that may occur to the same while in his possession, caused by his 
negligence or want of due care of same, and shall not use or permit the 
same to be used for private purpose without the consent of the com- 
missioners court. It shall be the duty of the road overseer when he has 
finished work on his roads to return to said commissioner all tools and 
machinery received from him, and take up the" receipt given therefor. 

Sec. o. It shall be the duty of the county commissioner, when acting 
as road overseer, to inform himself of the condition of the public roads in 
his district, and he shall determine what character of work shall be done 
upon said roads, and shall direct the manner of grading, draining or 
otherwise improving the same, which direction shall be observed and 
obeyed by all road overseers of his district. 

Sec. 6. The commissioner may require of each overseer in his district 
to call out the hands in such numbers as may be sufficient to perform 
the work, but no road hand shall be required to work exceeding five 
days in any one year, or two days with himself and team, unless the term 
of service as prescribed by the general laws shall be extended beyond 
that time; and provided, that all road hands in any particular district, 
as far as practicable, be worked a uniform time. Each road overseer, 
or, in case of his absence, any person deputized by him, shall have full 
control of all road hands within his road district, and shall see that each 
hand when called out shall perform a good day's work; and if any 
hand when so called out shall fail or refuse to perform a good day^s work. 
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or to work in the manner the road overseer directs, shall be liable to the 
same penalty as if he had failed to appear in obedience to the summons. 

Sec. 7. Any citizen of Leon county liable for road duty who shall on 
or before the first day of February of each year pay to the county treas- 
urer the sum of three dollars shall be exempt from all road duty for such 
year, beginning on the first day of February. The treasurer shall receive 
and receipt for all moneys so paid him, and shall place the same to the 
credit of the road and bridge fund. The treasurer shall, on the third 
day of February, or as soon thereafter as practicable, furnish to each 
county commissioner a list of all persons in their respective districts 
that have paid said sum as provided in this section. 

Sec. 8. Every person liable to work on roads, by paying his road over- 
seer, at an^t time before the day appointed to work on his road, the sum 
of one dollar for each day that he is summoned to work, and one dollar 
and fifty cents for each day that he is summoned to furnish his team for 
road work, shall be exempted from working or furnishing his team for 
each day paid for, and also be exempt from any penalties for failure to 
work or furnish such team for the time for which he has so paid. 

Sec. 9. Each person summoned to work on a road shall take with him 
an ax, hoe, pick, spade, plow, scraper, or such other tool as may be 
desired or directed by the overseer, or if he has no such tools as are 
desired by the overseer to take with him, he shall take such other suitable 
tool as he may have; provided, the county shall be liable for, and the 
commissioners court, under such regulations as they may prescribe, shall 
pay for all such breakage or damage to such tools as may have resulted 
from public road work, and not caused by the negligence of the person 
furnishing the same. Such overseer may also summon and require such 
road hand to bring with him for public road work such team or teams aa 
he may have on hand suitable for road work; provided, such hand shall 
l)e allowed two and one-half days' time for each day put in by hand with 
his team, and one and one-half days' time for his team without such 
hand. 

Sec. 10. If any person liable to work on public roads, after being 
legally summoned, shall intentionally fail or refuse to attend, either in 
person or by able and competent substitute, or fail or refuse to furnish 
his team or tools at the time and place designated by the person summon- 
ing him, or to pay to such overseer the sum of one dollar for each day he 
may have been notified to work on the road, or to pay such overseer the 
sum of one dollar and fifty cents for each day he may have been notified 
to furnish his team for road work, or having attended shall have failed 
to perform such good service or any other duty required of him by law,, 
or the person under whom he may work, shall be deemed guilty of a 
misdemeanor, and on conviction thereof, fined in any sum not exceeding 
ten dollars. 

Sec. 11. At the regular term of the commissioners court in February 
of each year, all road overseers shall make their report, under oath, upon 
forms to be furnished them by said court, which said reports shall be 
examined by the said court, and all accounts of moneys had and expended 
by him shall be audited and settled ; and as soon thereafter as practicable, 
said commissioners court shall appoint and commission road overseers 
for the succeeding year, and in the event of the death, refusal or inability 
to act upon the part of any road overseer so appointed, the county com- 
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missioner of the precinct shall have authority to fill the vacancy, and 
report his action in writing to the county clerk, who shall record the same 
in the minutes of the commissioners court, either in term time or vaca- 
tion. Any overseer intentionally failing to perform his duties as such 
overseer, or failing or refusing to make his report as required by law, 
or failing or refusing to serve and perform the duties of overseer when 
appointed by said court, or to perfonn any other duties required of him 
by law or by the commissioners court, or by the commissioner of his 
district, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction 
shall be fined in any sum not exceeding twenty-five dollars. 

Sec. 12. Whenever it shall be necessary to occupy any land for open- 
ing, widening, straightening or draining any road or part thereof, if the 
owner of such land and the commissioners court cannot agree upon the 
damage to be paid, the county may proceed to condemn the same in the 
manner that a railroad company may condemn land for a right of way, 
and the same proceedings may be had, and the same rights shall exist to 
each party as would exist if the proceedings were by a railroad company, 
except that the county shall in no case be required to give bond; pro- 
vided, that nothing contained in this section shall be held to repeal the 
provisions of the general law relating to the opening of public roads by 
juries of view, but this section shall be cumulative thereof, and the com- 
missioners court of Leon county may act under such general law or the 
provisions of this section, at their option, in such case. 

Sec. 13. It shall be the duty of the overseer to keep all hedges on or 
near the public road trimmed, so that the same shall not obstruct said 
road, and shall not be of greater height than eight feet. The owner of 
any such hedge who shall refuse to have same trimmed, the overseer 
upon an order from the county commissioner of his precinct shall cause 
the same to be trimmed in accordance with the provisions of this act. 

Sec. 14. Each county commissioner, when acting as road commis- 
sioner, and performing the duties imposed upon him by law, or by the 
commissioners court, shall be entitled to three dollars per day for services 
actually performed ; provided, that he shall not draw such pay for more 
than thirty-five days per quarter, which amount shall be paid out of the 
road and bridge fund, when the account shall have been approved by the 
commissioners court, and the court shall not approve such account unless 
the commissioner presenting it shall sign an oath that the account is 
just, due and unpaid, and specifying the number of days actually per- 
formed by him, and that it was necessary to be done; and no commis- 
sioner shall be entitled to pay as road commissioner while he is perform- 
ing the duties of county commissioner, nor shall he receive any additional 
pay than that provided by this section for inspecting or riding over roads, 
or for other road service. 

Sec. 16. This act shall be takea notice of by all courts in the same 
manner as the General Laws of the State, and it shall be construed to be 
cumulative of all General Laws of the State on the subject of roads and 
bridges, when not in conflict therewith, but in case of conflict this act 
shall control as to the county of Leon, except where otherwise provided 
herein. 

Sec. 16. The fact that there is now no sufficient general road law in 
force in this State, creates an emergency and an imperative public neces- 
sity that the constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three several 
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days be suspended, and that this act take effect and be in force from and 
after its passage, and it is so enacted. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
House of Kepresentatives, no vote given; and passed the Senate by two- 
thirds vote^ yeas 23, nays 0.] 

[Note. — ^The foregoing act was presented to the Governor of Texas for 
his approval on the 29th day of March, A. D. 1 901, but was not signed by 
him nor returned to the house in which it originated with his objections 
thereto within the time prescribed by the Constitution, and thereupon 
became a law without his signature. — Geo. T. Keeble, Chief Clerk, 
Acting Secretary of State.] 

Takes effect 90 days after adjournment. 



COEYELL COUNTY— ROAD SYSTEM. 
H. B. No. 249.] Chapter XLI. 

An Act to create a more efficient road system for Coryell county, Texas, and 
making the county commissioners of said county ex-officio road commissioners, 
and prescribing their duties as such, and providing for their compensation as 
such road commissioners; prescribing the duties of the road overseers; provid- 
ing for exclusive use of road funds on public roads, and for ordering an election; 
providing for the payment of a tax by road hands in lieu of working the roads ; 
providing a compensation to be allowed for use of tools and teams on road; 
providing for the condemnation of land for public road purposes; providing 
for the working of delinquent poll taxpayers on public roads, and relieving 
them from such work by the payment of three dollars; providing for the 
amount of money to be paid to hands on road; and providing further, making 
this law cumulative of the General Laws of the State, and in case of a con- 
flict, this act to govern as to Coryell county, and declaring an emergency. 

Section 1. B& it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
That the members of the commmissioners court of Coryell county shall 
be ex-officio road commissioners of their respective districts, and under 
the direction of the commissioners court, shall have charge of all teams, 
tools and machinery belonging to the county, and placed in their hands 
by said court ; and it shall be their duty, under such rules and regulations 
as the commissioners court may prescribe, to superintend the laying out 
of new roads, the making or changing of roads, and the building of 
bridges. 

Each of said commissioners shall, before entering upon the duties 
of his office, execute a bond of one thousand dollars, with two or more 
good and sufficient sureties, payable to the county judge of said county, 
for the use and benefit of the road and bridge fund, conditioned that he 
will perform all the duties required of him by law, or by the commis- 
sioners court, and that he will properly account for all money or prop- 
erty belonging to the county that may come into his possession ; provided, 
that with the consent of the commissioners court, any one of said com- 
missioners shall be allowed to appoint any competent person as deputy 
road commissioner, who shall be required to execute the same bond that 
is required of the commissioners in this section; and such deputy road 
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commissioner shall be entitled to the same compensation that is allowed 
county commissioners for the same service; provided, that a county 
commissioner shall not he allowed any compensation as road commis- 
sioner when a deputy road commissioner has been appointed. 

Sec. 2. The commissioners court of said county shall have power 
and authority, and it shall be their duty to adopt such system for work- 
ing, laying out, draining and repairing the public roads in said county 
as they may deem best, and from time to time said court may change its 
plan or system of working ; provided, that all culverts and bridges shall 
be of sufficient size to carry the waters of the hehvy rains, and that all 
ditches shall be cut on the outer edge of the road when not prevented by 
some natural obstacle. 

Said commissioners court shall have power, and it shall be their duty 
to purchase such teams, tools and machiner}'^ as may be necessary for the 
working of its roads. 

Sec. 3. Each county commissioner shall have control over all road 
overseers of his district, and together with them, shall oversee the work- 
ing of all the roads in said districts. Each commissioner shall have 
control of all teams and tools and machinery belonging to his district, 
and shall oversee the working of all bad or difficult places in any of the 
roads in said district. 

He shall have the authority to employ such a number of hands as he 
may find necessary to operate such machinery as he may have; provided, 
• that he shall not have the authority to employ such hands when a suffi- 
cient number of road hands can be had at the time. When the commis- 
s*ioner wishes to work any part of any road in his district, he shall 
notify the road overseer of that part of the road, at such time and in 
such manner as he may think best, of his intentions, and direct said 
overseer to furnish, or warn out, for his use, such a number of road 
hands belonging to said road as the commissioner may think necessary 
to perform the work contemplated by him. If there be not a sufficient 
number of hands on such road who have not put in full time or paid their 
road tax, the commissioner shall have the authority to employ hands to 
do the work; provided, that he shall, at all times, give preference to 
hands belonging to such road. Each commissioner shall do good and 
substantial work on all first and second class roads in his district, but he 
shall have some regard for any contribution of money or labor given by 
the hands of any road to assist in the working of their road, and when 
necessity does not require him to work elsewhere, he shall work the road 
offering the greatest contribution. 

The county commissioner shall, while acting as road commissioner, 
oversee the construction of any bridge to be erected in his district, and 
when the nature of the work is such as to require the employment of a 
proficient workman, he shall employ such workman at not exceeding 
three dollars per day. The commissioner shall furnish such other hands 
as may be necessary. 

The commissioners court shall not have the right to enter into any 
contract to have work done upon the public roads, but should any pai*t of 
any road need working and the commissioner has not the time to do the 
work, he shall direct the road overseer to proceed to 'do the necessary 
work. Nothing contained in this section shall be so construed as to 
prevent the county commissioners court from entering into contracts for 
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the construction of bridges the cost of which exceeds two thousand dol- 
lars. 

Sec. 4. Each commissioner shall keep an account, or memorandum, of 
all money spent by him upon the public roads, showing each every item 
spent and the object or thing purchased; said memorandum shall show 
the number of hands employed, the name of each, and the number of days 
each was employed and the amount of money paid to each. He shall 
make a report to the commissioners court at the end of every three 
months setting forth the contents of the memorandum aforesaid, ajid 
showing the amount of money received by him as road taxes and the 
name of each person so paying the same. He shall be required to testify 
to the correctness and truthfulness of said report before the county judge 
of Coryell county. 

Sec. 5. Each road overseer shall, during each year, call out all hands 
subject to road duty, to work five days, and in case the term of service 
as prescribed by the General Laws of the State shall be extended beyond 
that time, then they shall be called out to work as many days as may be 
so allowed. Each road overseer, when not working in connection with 
the county commissioner, shall have control of road hands within his 
road district, and he shall see that each hand, when called out, shall per- 
form a full day^s work consisting of eight hours, and if any hand when 
so called out shall fail or refuse to perform a good day's work, or work 
in the manner the overseer may direct, he shall be liable to the same 
penalty as if he had failed to appear in obedience to the summons. 

Any road overseer may, when he deems it expedient, and at the time 
of notifying any hand to work upon the road, also summons such hand 
as may be the owner of a team suitable for road work, to bring such 
team with him to be used in working upon the road during such time as 
the hand may be notified to work upon the road, and after such notice 
given, if such hand fail or refuse to bring his team as notified to do, he 
shall be liable to the same penalty as if he failed to appear in obedi- 
ence to the summons ; provided, that any hand furnishing a team shall 
be allowed two days' work for himself and team, or one day's work for 
his team alone. 

Sec. 6. Any citizen of Coryell county liable to road duty, who shall 
pay the county treasurer by the first day of February of each year, or 
who shall pay the commissioner of his district at the time of receiving 
his notice to work the road, or at any date previous to receiving such 
notice, the sura of three dollars, shall be exempt from road duty for such 
year, beginning on the first day of January; any person liable to road 
duty who fails to pay said tax of three dollars, shall for all days he fails 
to appear and work the road after receiving legal notice be required to 
pay the sum of one dollar ; provided, that he shall have the privilege of 
sending in his stead an able bodied person. No person shall have the 
right to work out his road tax. 

The treasurer or the county commissioner to whom the money may be 
paid shall receive the same and receipt for it, and when any money shall 
be so paid to the commissioner, it shall be by him promptly paid to the 
county treasurer, who shall also receive and receipt for all money paid to 
him by such commissioner, and when the treasurer may receive any 
money under the provisions of this section he shall place the same to the 
credit of the road and bridge fund, and he shall keep a separate account 
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for each road district from which it is received ; and the county treasurer 
shall, as soon after each payment hereunder as practicable, furnish to 
each commissioner a list of all persons in their respective road districts 
that have paid said sum as provided in this section; together with the 
name of the road overseer under whom each man so paying said tax 
belonged. The commissioner shall keep a separate account of all money 
paid in by the hands belonging to each road, and at no time shall he use 
the money belonging to one road or part of a road upon a road to which 
the hand so paying the same did not belong. 

Sec. 7. It shall be the duty of each overseer to report in writing and 
under oath to the commissioners court of his county at the first regular 
term thereof in each year, upon forms to be furnished them by said court, 
giving the number of the hands and their names in his precinct liable to 
work on the roads; the number of days he has caused his road to be 
worked ; the condition of such road ; the number of days each hand has 
worked; the amount of money spent by him upon such road; and, if 
authorized to receive money by the commissioner, the amount of money 
received and receipted for by him and the names of the hands from whom 
said money was received ; provided, that no road overseer shall be author- 
ized to receive or collect any money connected with the road and bridge 
fund until he has made a good and sufficient bond, payable to the county 
judge of Coryell county, for the benefit of the road and bridge fund, 
in such sum as the commissioners court may prescribe, said bond to be 
approved by the commissioners court, and which shall be conditioned 
that he will promptly account for, and promptly pay over to the county 
treasurer, all the money coming into his hands as road overseer. It 
shall be the duty of the road overseers to keep the commissioners of 
their districts informed as to the condition of the roads under their 
charge. 

Any overseer intentionally failing to perform his duties as such over- 
seer or failing or refusing to make his report as required by law, or to 
perform any other duty required of him by law, or the commissioners 
court, or by the commissioner of the district, shall be deemend guilty of a 
misdemeanor, and upon conviction shall be fined in any sum not exceed- 
ing twenty-five dollars. 

Sec. 8. Every delinquent poll taxpayer of Coryell county who shall 
fail or refuse to pay his poll tax, and if such tax cannot be otherwise 
collected by law, shall be compelled to pay such tax by working on the 
public county roads of such county for three full days. 

In order to enforce the provisions of this section, the lax collector of 

the county shall furnish to the several road commissioners of the county 

I the names of all defaulting poll taxpayers of the county, on the first 

; ^ay of March of each year, giving the place of residence of such default- 

j ing taxpayer, together with the amount due and unpaid by him. 

It shall be the duty of the road overseer, whenever any defaulting poll 

I tax])ayer shall have discharged and paid the same, as herein provided, 

to report the same back to the tax collector, who shall credit the party on 

the tax rolls for the amount paid and shall thereupon forward him a 

I receipt for the amount; said overseer shall also report the same in his 

regular report to the commissioners court. 

The person required to do road duty under the provisions of this 
section, shall be subject to prosecution for failure to so work, and subject 
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to the same liabilities and punishments provided by the criminal laws of 
the State for other cases for failure to appear and do good work when 
summoned so to do. And when they are convicted for so failing to work 
the roads they shall satisfy the fine and costs as in other convictions of 
misdemeanor. 

But any person summoned to work on the road, under the provisions 
of this section, may satisfy said summons and be relieved from said duty 
by paying to the road overseer, road commissioner or county treasurer, 
the sum of three dollars, all of which shall go to the road and bridge 
fund. 

This article shall apply as well to the delinquent poll taxpayers in 
incorporated cities and towns as to those outside of said cities and towns. 

Sec. 9. Whenever it shall be necessary to occupy any land for the 
purpose of opening, widening, straightening, grading, making embank- 
ments, filling or draining any road, or part thereof, if the owner of such 
land and the county commissioners court cannot agree upon the damage 
to be paid, the county may proceed to condemn the same in the same 
manner that a railroad company can condemn land for a right-of-way, 
and the same proceedings may be had and the same rights shall exist to 
each party as would exist if the proceedings were by a railroad company, , 
except that the county shall in no case be required to give bond. 

Sec. 10. Any road commissioner may enter upon and take from any 
land adjacent to any first or second class road, earth, gravel, stone or 
other material necessary for the construction, repair, grading or improv- 
ing of such road, except fuel and wood, paying therefor, if the owner of 
such land and the commissioner can agree on the price thereof, the value 
of such material taken and the amount of damage occasioned to such 
land or appurtenances, and if such owner and road commissioner cannot 
agree, then the value of such material and the damage occasioned to 
such real estate may be ascertained, determined and paid as provided for 
in Articles 4446 and 4447, of the Eevised Statutes of 1895. 

Sec. 11. Each county commissioner, when not using the teams and 
tools and machinery belonging to the road of his district, may have the 
authority, under such conditions and regulations as the commissioners 
court may provide, to loan out or let out to any one or more road over- 
seers of his district, said teams, tools and machinery for use upon the 
public roads. 

Sec. 12. Each county commissioner, when acting as road commis- 
sioner and performing the duties imposed upon him by law, or by the 
commissioners court, shall be entitled to two dollars per day for services 
actually performed ; provided, he shall not receive more than seventy-five 
dollars per quarter, which amount shall be paid out of the road and 
bridge fund when the account shall have been approved by the commis- 
sioners court, and approved and signed by the county judge; provided, 
that the commissioners court, acting as such, and the county judge, 
acting as such, shall not approve said account unless the commissioner 
presenting it shall sign an oath that the account is just, due and unpaid, 
and specifying the number of days work actually performed by him, 
and that it was necessary to be done, and no commissioner shall be 
entitled to pay as road commissioner while he is performing the duties 
of a county commissioner. 

The road commissioners shall have the authority to pay any hands 
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they may employ under the provisions of this act, when such hands can 
not be had for a less sum, the amount of one dollar and fifty cents per 
day for hands to operate any road machinery, and one dollar per day 
for all other hands, not heretofore provided for ; provided, that no hands 
shall be employed when a sufficient number of road hands can be had. 

The commissioners cou^t may allow to any overseer, who shall be 
engaged in the discharge of the duties of his office for more than five days 
during one year, a compensation not to exceed one dollar and twenty- 
five cents per day for the time so served, when such extra work is ordered 
by the commissioner of his precinct. The commissioners court shall at 
no time create a deficiency in said road and bridge fund, nor shall any 
bonds be issued under any of the provisions of this act. 

Sec. 13. All taxes that may be paid into the road and bridge fund of 
the county of Coryell, State of Texas, after the passage of this act, or 
that may be on hand in such fund at the time of the passage of this act, 
shall be used for the exclusive use and benefit of said road and bridge 
fund, and it shall be unlawful for the commissioners court to transfer 
any part of it to any other fund or to use any part of it for any other 
purpose. 

Sec. ]4. That this act shall be taken notice of by all courts in the 
same manner as the General Laws of this State, and it shall be construed 
to be cumulative of the General Laws of the State, on the subject of 
roads and bridges, when not in confiict therewith, but in case of confiict 
this act shall control as to the county of Coryell. 

Sec. 15. The fact that the Legislature is rapidly drawing to a close, 
and the condition of the road system of Coryell county is such as to 
require immediate action, creates an emergency and an imperative neces- 
sity that the constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three sev- 
eral days be suspended, and that this act take effect and be in force from 
and after its passage, and that all laws and parts of laws in confiict 
herewith be and the same are hereby repealed, and it is so enacted. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
House of Eepresentatives, no vote given ; and was reported to the Senate, 
where it was amended and passed by two-thirds vote, yeas 24, nays 0; 
House concurred in Senate amendments, no vote given.] 

[Note. — The foregoing act was presented to the Governor of Texas for 
' his approval on the 29th day of March, A. D. 1901, but was not signed 
by him nor returned to the house in which it originated with his objec- 
tions thereto within the time prescribed by the Constitution, and there- 
upon became a law without his signature: — Geo. T. Keeble, Chief Clerk, 
Acting Secretary of State.] 

Takes effect 90 days after adjournment. 



^G. L. 
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INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTEICTS— AUTHORITY TO LEVY 
TAXES FOR CERTAIN PURPOSES. 

H. B. No. 106.] Chapter XLII. 

An Act to authorize independent school districts which have been or may here- 
after be created by special act of the Legislature to levy and collect taxes for 
the support, maintenance and equipment of public schools; to issue and sell 
bonds for the purchase of school sites and the erection, equipment and fur- 
nishing of school buildings; to further define and declare the duties of trus- 
tees, in the conduct of such districts; to make it the duty of the Attorney 
General to examine said bonds and to approve the same if satisfied that they 
are valid and binding obligations of the district by which they purport to have 
been issued; and to repeal those provisions of special laws creating such dis- 
tricts which may conflict with this act. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
Independent school districts Jieretofore created by special act of the 
Legislature, shall have the power to levy and collect taxes ; to issue and 
dispose of bonds; to provide for the payment thereof, and to do and 
perform any and all other acts as by this law provided. 

Sec. 2. Whenever twenty or more qualified taxpaying voters of any 
such district shall make a request to that end by application to the 
board of .trustees of such district, said board shall enter an order for 
an election to be held in i^aid district to determine whether a tax shall 
be levied or not ; the said application shall designate the amount of tax 
asked to be levied, or shall designiate an amount of tax of which the 
whole, or so much thereof as may be deemed necessary by said board of 
trustees, is asked to be levied; and the orde? of said board shall state 
the date of said election, which shall not be less than thirty nor more 
than sixty days after the date of said order, and shall designate at what 
point or points the polls shall be opened; and said order shall further 
designate the amount of the tax, or the amount which is not to be exceeded 
as aforesaid, that is to be voted upon; provided, no election shall be 
held to determine the levy of a tax exceeding the limit of the taxing 
power of said district as fixed by law ; and if a levy of less than said limit 
shall have been made, then, though a further election may be held to 
determine the levy of an additional tax, the sum of all such levies shall 
never exceed said limit. 

Sec. 3. After the making of said order for an election the board of 
trustees shall provide for the posting of notices of such election at three 
public places in said district, which posting shall be at least three weeks 
prior to the date fixed for the election; and after one election has been 
held no other election can be held for the space of one year. 

Sec. 4. The board of trustees shall appoint a presiding officer to 
hold such election at the voting place or places, aiid such presiding offi- 
cer shall on or before the day of election select two judges and two clerks 
of election for each voting place, and said presiding officer with said 
judges and said clerks shall be managers of election, and said presiding 
officer and said judges and clerks of election shall take the oath pre- 
scribed by statute as in general elections ; and it shall be the duty of said 
presiding officer to make a return of said election to said board of 
trustees, which return is to be made as is required by law in case of a 
general election; and all persons who favor taxation for school purposes 
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shall have written or printed on their tickets : "For school tax/' and all 
persons opposed to such taxation shall have written or printed on their 
tickets : "Against school tax'' ; and if an election be to determine whether 
a tax shall be increased each, voter favoring the increase of the school tax 
shall have written or printed on his ballot : "For increase of school tax/' 
and those opposing such increase shall have written or printed on their 
ballots: "Against increase of school tax." 

Sec. 5. All persons who are legal, qualified voters of this State and 
of the county of their residence, and who are resident property taxpayers 
in said district as shown by the last assessment roll of the county, shall 
be entitled to vote in any such school district ; and if at any such election 
two-thirds of such qualified voters voting at such election shall vote for 
the tax, it shall be declared by the said board of trustees to have been 
carried in said district, and be so entered upon the records of said board ; 
and in all cases the returning officer of election shall make a full and 
complete return as in other elections to said board within five days after' 
said election has been held, and said return shall be opened and counted 
at the first regular meeting of said board of trustees and the result 
declared. 

Sec. 6. Any person may challenge a voter, but if the challenged party 
take an oath that he is a qualified voter of the State and county, and 
that he is a resident property taxpayer in said district, he shall be enti- 
tled to vote. - 

Sec. 7. If the result of the election shall be in favor of the levy of the 
tax or the increase of the tax, as the case may he, then or at any time 
thereafter it shall be the duty of the board of trustees to levy said tax 
or said increase thereof upon all of the taxable values within such dis- 
trict, and to certify by writing under the seal of said district and signed 
by the president of said board to the county assessor oi* the county 
wherein such district is situated that said levy of said tax or increase of 
tax has been made, and thereupon it shall be the duty of the tax assessor 
of said county to assess the same as other taxes, and to make an abstract 
showing the amount of the special tax assessed against such district and 
to furnish the same to the board of trustees on or before the first day 
of Sef>tember of the year for which said taxes are assessed, and said 
assessment of taxes shall be made in all regards as other taxes are now 
or may hereafter by law be prescribed to be assessed; and the taxes 
levied upon the property in said district shall be a lien thereon and the 
same shall be sold for unpaid taxes in the manner and at the time sales 
occur for State and county taxes, and be in every other regard collecti- 
ble as is now or may be provided for the collection of State and county 
taxes ; and the assessor shall be paid by the board this compensation, to 
say, one cent for each hundred dollars of value on all valuations up 
to two million dollars, and one-fourth of one cent for each hundred dol- 
lars of value on all sum in excess of two million dollars. 

^Ec. 8. The tax collector of the county wherein said district is situ- 
ated shall collect the taxes levied for said district as other taxes, and 
shall pay all such taxes so collected to the treasurer of the board of 
trustees of said district, and shall receive a commission to be paid to him 
by the board for collecting said taxes of five per cent, on all sums col- 
lected up to four thousand dollars, and one and one-fourth per cent, on 
all sums collected in excess of four thousand dollars. 



68 (GENERAL LAWS OF TEXAS. \21th Leg. 

Sec. 9.« The board of trustees is authorized to require of the covmty 
assessor a bond with two or more sureties satisfactory to said board, 
payable to the State of Texas, conditioned in a sum not exceeding one 
thousand dollars, for the faithful discharge by said assessor of his duties 
in making the assessment for said district; and the board may require of 
the county collector a bond with two or more sureties satisfactory to said 
board and to be payable to the State of Texas, in a sum not to exceed 
the total amount of taxes which he will collect, conditioned for the faith- 
ful discharge of his duties in the collection of taxes for said board and 
the payment of all moneys that may be received by him on said account 
to the treasurer of said board. And upon these bonds recovery may be 
had by the board of trustees in behalf of said school district for any 
breach thereof. 

Sec. 10. Such independent school district shall have the power to 
issue bonds in order to acquire money with which to purchase grounds 
or sites for school buildings and to erect, furnish and equip school build- 
ings as the board of trustees may determine, but subject to these restric- 
tions upon said bond issue, to say : 

1st. The bonds shall be issued in the name of said school district and 
shall be its obligations, and may be in such form as the board of trustees 
determine: but they shall mature not more than forty years after their 
date, and the rate of intere^ which they bear shall not exceed six per 
cent, per annum, and they may contain provisions as the board may deem 
proper whereby they may be paid before maturity. 

2nd. The limitation upon the amount of such bond issue shall be, 
that, upon the .basis of the taxable values in the district as ascertained by 
the assessment on the first day of January prior to the election to deter- 
mine whether a tax shall be levied, the tax so levied pursuant to said 
election shall pay the expense oif the assessment and collection of said 
taxes as before provided, the annual interest accruing on gaid bonds, and 
create the necessary sinking fund to pay said bonds at maturity ; and no 
bonds shall be issued unless at the time provision shall be made to assess 
and collect annually a sum sufficient to pay said expense of assessment 
and collection of taxes and to pay the interest on said bonds and to^create 
the necessary sinking fund, which shall not be less than two and a half 
per cent. 

3rd. In any and all cases where an election has been held in any such 
independent school district under an order of its board of trustees, with 
or without petition therefor, at a time not more than three years prior 
to the approval of this act, and such election has resulted in favor of the 
levy of said tax, then said election shall warrant the issuance of bonds 
by said school district to the extent authorized as aforesaid by the taxa- 
ble values of the property in said district as of date January the first 
prior to said election, and as such values may have been ascertained 
under the provisions of law creating such district. And in order to have 
a valid bond issue it shall not be necessary in such case to either have 
another election or another ascertainment of the values of taxable prop- 
erty. 

Sec. 11. After providing for the payment of the assessing and col- 
lecting of said taxes and for the interest on said bonds and creation of 
the proper sinking fund, then the board of trustees of such district is 
authorized and empowered to expend any balance remaining of the taxes. 
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collected, upon the support and maintenance of schools including further 
equipments of buildings, purchase of furniture, and payment of salaries 
of teachers. 

Sec. 12. It shall be the duty of the Attorney General of the State, 
upon the presentation of such aforesaid bonds for his inspection, carefully 
to examine the same, inquiring into all the circumstances which may be 
necessary to determine their validity, and if satisfied that the said bonds 
were issued in conformity with law, and that they are valid and binding 
obligations of the district by which they purport to have been issued, he 
shall thereupon certify to their validity, and shall deliver his certificate 
to that effect to the said board of trustees, and a duplicate to the Comp- 
troller; and should the said bonds be purchased from the said district, or 
from any authorized agent for- it in the negotiation or sale of said bonds, 
they shall hereafter be held in every action or proceeding in which their 
validity may be called in question to be valid and binding obligations of 
the district issuing the same, unless issued fraudulently or in violation of 
constitutional limitations; and in every such action the said certificate 
of the Attorney General shall be admitted and received as prima facie . 
evidence of the validity of the bonds and coupons thereto. 

Sec. 13. This act shall repeal all portions of any special acts creat- 
ing independent school districts which portions may be in conflict here- 
with but shall not impair or affect said special acts creating said districts 
so far as the same are not inconsistent with the provisions of this act, 
or impair or affect anything done or performed under said special acts 
prior to the passage of this act; and in all regards where neither said 
special act or acts nor this law have expressly prescribed the rule for 
guidance of the board of trustees in discharge of their duties as such, or 
in the conduct, management and operation of said school districts, then 
the provisions of the general law regulating schools in incorporate cities 
and towns 'assuming control thereof shall govern and apply. 

Sec. 14. !N'o provisions of this act shall apply to any school districts 
or independent school districts except such as have been created by 
special act of the Legislature or may hereafter be so created. 

Sec. 15. The fact that there have been created independent school 
districts by special acts of the Legislature, and that a doubt hks arisen 
as to their power to issue bonds, creates an emergency and an imperative 
necessity that the constitutional rule be suspended requiring bills. to be 
read on three several days, and that this act shall take effect from and 
after its passage, and it is so enacted. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
House of Representatives by two-thirds vote, yeas 87, nays ; and passed 
the Senate by two-thirds vote, yeas 27, nays 0.] 

Approved April 2, 1901. 

Became a law April 2, 1901. 
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AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE 642, REVISED STATUTES OF 

TEXAS. 

H. B. No. 433.] Chapter XLIII. 

An Act to amend Subdivision 39, of Article 642, of Chapter 130, of the Acts 
of the Regular Session of the Twenty-fifth Legislature, entitled "An Act to 
amend Articles 641 and 642, Chapter 2, Title XXI, of the Revised Civil Stat- 
utes of Texas, relating to corporations," and to add to said Article 642 three 
new subdivisions, to be known as Subdivisions 59, 59 and 60, providing for the 
organization of fruit, vegetable and tobacco companies, and for the organization 
of exchanges, with authority to deal in the stocks of mining companies and 
for conducting the business of undertaker and embalmer. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
That Subdivision 39, of Article 642, of the above recited act sought 
hereby to be amended, and which reads as follows: "The establishment 
of land companies to buy, own, sell and convey real estate in any State or 
foreign country; but such company shall own only such real estate in 
this State as may be necessary for its office," be and the same is hereby 
amended so as to hereafter read as follows : 

39. For the purpose of doing business in any State or foreign 
country : 

a. The establishment of land companies to buy, own, sell and convey 
real estate and minerals and engage in mining, agriculture and stock 
raising. 

b. Doing a general business in merchandise and manufactures. 

c. The acquisition, construction, maintenance, operating and owning 
of power and illuminating plants, and systems of every character. 

d. The acquisition, construction, maintenance, operating and owning 
of urban and other lines of railway and all other kingls of transportation 
and communication. 

e. The improvement of harbors and rivers, and the acquisition, con- 
struction, ownership and operating of canals, irrigation works, wharves 
and warehouses, and all kinds of machinery, tools and materials used for 
all the purposes enumerated in this subdivision ; provided, that any cor- 
poration organized under the provisions of this subdivision shall only 
own siich real estate in this State as may be necessary for its office ; pro- 
vided further, that for every charter granted under the provisions of 
this act which may include more purposes than are contained in any 
one paragraph of this subdivision a separate franchise fee or tax shall 
be paid to the State of Texas for the additional purposes for which such 
corporation is organized under the various paragraphs of this subdi- 
vision. 

Sec. 2. That Article 642 of the Revised Civil Statutes of the State of 
Texas, as amended by Chapter l30 of the General Laws of the Twenty- 
fifth Legislature, be amended by adding thereto Subdivisions 58, 59 and 
60, to read as follows: 

58. For the organization of companies for growing and selling of 
fruits, vegetables and tobacco. 

59. For the organization of exchanges, with authority to deal in the 
stocks of mining companies. 

60. For conducting the business of undertaker and embalmer. 
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Sec. 3. Whereas, many citizens of the State of Texas are desirous of 
forming corporations for the purpose of engaging in business in Mexico, 
Cuba, Puerto Eico, and the Philippine Islands, and various other foreign 
countries; and whereas, our present corporation laws are inadequate to 
confer such corporate powers as are necessary to the formation of such 
companies for the purposes and upon the terms provided in this act, and 
are now seeking incorporation in other States of the Union which allow 
incorporation for such purposes, thus depriving the State of Texas of the 
legitimate revenues that should be derived from the business enterprise 
of her citizens; and whereas, the present session of the Legislature is 
nearing its close and the calendars of the Senate and House are in a 
crowded condition, therefore, an emergency exists, and an imperative 
public necessity demands that the constitutional rule requiring bills to 
be read on three several days in each house be suspended, and that this 
act take effect and be in force from and after its passage, and it is so 
enacted. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
House of Kepresentatives, no vote given ; and was reported to the Senate, 
where it was amended and passed, no vote given; House concurred in 
Senate amendments, no vote given.] 

Approved April 2, 1901. 

Takes effect 90 days after adjournment. 



HILL, GRIMES, COOKE, HUNT, JACKSON, BEE, VICTORIA 
AND FALLS COUNTIES— ROAD SYSTEM- 
AMENDMENT. 

H. B. No. 196.] Chapter XLIV. 

An Act to amend Chapter 134 of the General Laws of the Twenty-fourth Legis- 
lature, as amended by the Twenty-sixth Legislature, entitled "An Act to 
create a more efficient road system for Hill, Grimes, Cooke, Hunt, Jack- 
son, Bee and Victoria counties, Texas, and making county commissioners of 
said counties ex-officio road commissioners, and prescribing their duties as 
such, and providing for their compensation as road commissioners; and provid- 
ing for the appointment of deputy road commissioners, and defining the powers 
and duties of such county commissioners; and providing for the appointment 
of road overseers, and defining their duties; and for the working of county 
convicts upon the public roads of said counties; and providing for officers' 
fees and rewards for the capture of escaped convicts; and to provide for the 
manner, of training hedges along any public road ; and to provide for the sum- 
moning^ of teams for road work, and for an allowance of time of road service 
for same; and fixing a penalty for the violation of this act, and repeal all laws 
in conflict With this act," by extending the provisions of this act to Falls 
county; and providing for the fees of county judge where convicts are worked 
upon the public roads, and declaring an emergency. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
That Chapter 134, General Laws of the Twenty-fourth Legislature, as 
amended by the Twenty-sixth Legislature, be so amended as hereafter to 
read as follows : 

That each member of the commissioners courts of Hill, Hunt, Jackson, 
Bee and Falls counties shall be ex-officio road commissioners of their res- 
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peetive districts, and under the direction of the commissioners courts 
shall have charge of all teams, tools and machinery belonging to the 
county, and placed in their hands by said county; and it shall be their 
duty, under such rules and regulations as the commissioners court may 
prescribe, to superintend the laying out of new roads, and making or 
changing of roads, and the building of bridges. Each of said commis- 
sioners shall, before entering upon the duties of tlieir office, in addition to 
their regular bond as such county commissioner, execute a bond of one 
thousand dollars, with two or more good and sufficient sureties, payable to 
the county judge of tlieir county for the use and benefit of the road and 
bridge fund, conditioned that they will perform all the duties required of 
them by law or by the commissioners court, and that they will account for 
all money or property belonging to the county that may come into their 
possession; provided, that with the consent of the commissioners court, 
any one of .said commissioners shall be allowed to appoint any competent 
person as deputy road commissioner who shall be required to e:^cute the 
same bond as is required of the commissioners in this section; and such 
dei)uty road commissioners shall be entitled to the same compensation 
that is allowed county commissioners for the same services; provided, 
that the county commissioners shall not be allowed any compensation 
as road commissioners when a deputy road commissioner has been 
appointed. 

Sec. 2. The commissioners court of said counties shall have full 
power and authority, and it shall be its duty, to adopt such system for 
' working, laying out, draining, and repairing the public roads in said 
counties as it may deem best, and from time to time said court may 
change its plan or system of working. Said commissioners courts shall 
have power to purchase such teams, tools and machinery as may be neces- 
sary for the working of its roads. Said courts shall have the power to 
construct, grade, or otherwise improve any road or bridge by contract. In 
such cases said courts, or the county judges, may advertise, in such man- 
ner as said courts may determine, for bids to do such \^ork, and the con- 
tract shall be awarded to the lowest responsible bidder who shall enter 
into bond, payable to the county judge of said county, for the use of the 
road and bridge fund, with good and sufficient sureties, to be approved by 
said court, and in such sum as said court may determine, for the faithful 
compliance with the terms of said contract, but said court shall have the 
right to reject any and all bids. At the time of making such contract 
the court shall direct the county treasurer to pass the amount to the 
particular fund for that purpose, and the treasurer shall keep a separate 
account of such funds, and the same shall not be used for any other 
purpose and can only be paid out on the order of said court ; and the said 
court shall have authority to employ any hands or teams to work on 
the roads, under such regulations and for such price as they may deem 
best. 

Sec. 3. The commissioners courts of said counties shall require all 
county convicts not otherwise employed to labor upon the public roads 
under such regulations as they may prescribe, and each convict so worked 
shall receive a credit of fifty cents on his fine first and then on the costs 
for each day he may labor. Such commissioners courts may provide such 
reasonable regulations and punishments as may be necessary to require 
such convicts to perform good work, and may provide a reward not exceed- 
ing ten dollars to be paid out of the road and bridge fund for the recap- 
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ture and delivery of any escaped convict to be paid to any person other 
than the guard or person in charge of such convict at the •time of his 
escape, which reward shall be taxed against such convict and worked out 
or paid by him as a part of the costs. The commissioners court may grant 
a reasonable commutation of time for which a convict is committed as a 
reward for faithful services and good .behavior, in no case to exceed one- 
tenth of the whole time. Said courts may provide the necessary houses, 
prisons, clothing, bedding, food, medicine, medical attention and guards 
for the safe and huinane keeping of convicts. The comlnissioners courts 
may at a regular term allow to the officers and witnesses such amount of 
their costs for the arrest and conviction of said convict as it may deem 
best ; provided, that it shall not allow to any officer an amount greater 
than the following: county judge, $3.00; county attorney, $5.00, includ- 
ing commissions; county clerks and justices of the peace, including com- 
missions, one dollar and seventy cents ; sheriffs or constables, $5.00, which 
amount shall be paid to the officers out of the road* and bridge fund upon 
the order of said courts, when said fine and costs have been worked out 
as provided in this section, that this shall not be construed as to relieve 
any convict from the payment of all costs for which he would be liable 
under tlie General Laws of this State. 

Sec. 4. Each county commissioner shall have control over all road 
overseers in his district, and shall deliver to each of them all teams, tools 
and machinery necessary in working the roads in the district of said 
overseer^ so far as he has been supplied therewith by the commissioners 
courts, taking receipt of said overseer therefor, specifying each item and 
giving its value, which receipt shall be a full answer of the liability of the 
connnissioner and shall fix the liability of the overseer, and the commis- 
sioner or overseer who shall have been entrusted with any teams, tools or 
machinery belonging to said county shall be liable for any damages that 
may occur to the same while in his possession caused by his negligence or 
want of due care of same, and shall not use or permit the same to be used 
for private purposes without the consent of the commissioners courts. Tt 
shall be the duty of the road overseer when he has finished work on his 
roads to return to said commissioner all teams, tools and machinery 
received from him, and take up the receipt therefor. 

Sec. 5. It shall be the duty of the county commissioner, when acting 
as road commissioner, to inform himself of the condition of the public 
roads of his district, and shall determine what character of work shall be 
done upon said roads, and shall direct the manner of grading, draining 
or otherwise improving the same, which direction shall be observed and 
obeyed by all road overseers of his district. 

Sec 6. The commissioners may require each road overseer in his dis- 
trict to call out the hands in such number as may be sufficient to perform 
the work, but no road hand shall be required to work exceeding five days 
in any one year, or two days with himself and team, unless the term of 
service as prescribed by the general law shall be extended beyond that 
time; and provided, that all road hands in any particular district shall, 
as far as practicable, be worked a uniform time. Each road overseer, 
or in ease of his absence any person deputized by him, shall have full 
control of all road hands within his district, and shall see that each hand 
when called out shall perform a good day^s work; and if any hand when 
so called out shall fail or refuse to perform a good day's work, in the 
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manner the overseer "may direct, he shall be liable to the same penalty 
as if he haS'failed to appear in obedience to the summons. The connnis- 
sioners court may allow any overseer who shall be engaged in the dis- 
charge of the duties of his office for more than five days during any one 
year, a compensation, not to exceed one dollar and fifty cents per day for 
the time so served. 

Sec. 7. Any citizen of Hill, Hunt, Jackson, Bee and Falls counties 
liable to road duty who shall, on or before the first day of January of 
each year, pay to the county treasurer the sum of three dollars, shall be 
exempt from road duty for such year, beginning on the first day of Jan- 
uary. The treasurer shall receive and receipt for all money so paid him, 
and place the same to the credit of the road and bridge fund, and shall 
keep a separate account for each road district from which it is received. 
The treasurer shall, on the third day of January, or as soon thereafter as 
practicable, furnish to each county commissioner a list of all persons in 
their respective districts that have paid said sum as provided in this sec- 
tion. 

Sec. 8. Every person liable to work on roads, by paying to his road 
overseer at any time before the day appointed to work on his road the 
sum of one dollar for each day that he is summoned to work and one dol- 
lar and fifty cents for each day he is summoned to furnish his team for 
road work, shall be exempt from working or furnishing his team for each 
day paid for, and also exempt from any penalties for failure to work, 
or furnish such team for the time for which he had so paid. 

Sec. 9. Each person summoned to work on the road shall take with 
him an axe, hoe, pick, spade, plow, scraper, or such other tool as may be 
desired and directed by the overseer, or if he has no such tools as are 
desired and directed by the overseer to take with him, he shall take such 
other suitable tool as he may have; provided, the county shall be liable 
for, and the commissioners court, under such regulatiojis as they may 
prescribe, shall pay for all such breakage or damage to all such tools 
as may have resulted from public road work and not caused by the neg- 
ligence of the person furnishing the same. Such overseer may also sum- 
mon and require such road hand to bring with him for public road work 
such team or teams as he may have on hand suitable for road work ; pro- 
vided, such hand shall be allowed two and one-half days^ time for each 
day put in by a hand with his team, and one and one-half days^ time for 
his team without such hand. 

Sec. 10. If any person liable to work upon the public roads, after 
being legally summoned, shall intentionally fail or refuse to attend, 
either in person or by able and competent substitute, or fail or refuse to 
furnish his team or tools, at the time and place designated by the person 
summoning him, or to pay to such overseer the sum of one dollar for each 
day he may have been notified to work on the road, or to pay to such 
overseer the sum of one dollar and fifty cents for each day he may have 
been notified to furnish his team for road work, or having attended shall 
fail to perform good service, or any other duty required of him by law or 
the person under whom he may work, shall be deemed guilty of a misde- 
meanor, and on conviction thereof fined in any sum not exceeding ten 
dollars. 

Sec. 11. At the regular term of the commissioners courts in Novem- 
ber of each year all road overseers shall make their reports under oath 
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upon forms to be furnished them by said courts, which report shall 
be examined by said court and all accounts for services or' labor per- 
formed for overwork by such overseer during the past year and of moneys 
had and expended by him shall be audited and settled, and as soon there- 
after as practicable said commissioners courts shall appoint and commis- 
sion road overseers for the succeeding year. Any road overseer intention- 
ally failing to perform his duties as such overseer, or failing or refusing 
to make his report as required by law, or failing or refusing to serve and 
perform the duties of overseer when appointed by said court, or to per- 
form any other duty required of him by law or by the commissioners 
court or by the commissioner of his district, shall be deemed guilty of a 
misdemeanor, and upon conviction shall be fined in any sum not exceed- 
ing twenty-five dollars. 

Sec. 12. Whenever it shall be necessary to occupy any land for open- 
ing, widening, straightening or draining any road or part thereof, if the 
owner of such land and the county commissioners courts cannot agree 
upon the damage to be paid the county may proceed to condemn the same 
in the same manner that a railroad company can condemn land for 
right of way and the same proceedings may be had and the same right 
shall exist to each party as would exist if the proceedings were by a rail- 
road company except that the county shall in no case be required to give 
bond. 

Sec. 13. Every owner of a farm or other lands upon which a hedge 
of any description grows on or near the public road shall be required to 
keep the same trimmed so that the same shall not obstruct said road, and 
such owner who shall fail or neglect to so trim such hedge shall be noti- 
fied in writing by the road overseer of that district to trim such hedge as 
herein required; and in such case if such owner shall, after receiving 
such notice, fail or refuse to trim such hedge within a reasonable time 
he shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction shall 
be fined in any sum not exceeding twenty dollars per week from and after 
the time that he received such notice, such fine to be paid into the county 
treasury and to be placed to the credit of the road and bridge fund of 
said county. If any owner of any farm shall fail or refuse or refuse, 
after being notified as herein required, to trim his hedge as required by 
this act, then the overseer shall cause the same to be trimmed in accord- 
ance with the provisions of this act, to be paid for out of the road and 
bridge fund of the county. 

Sec. 14. Each county commissioner, when acting as road commis- 
sioner and performing the duties imposed upon him by law or by the 
commissioners courts, shall be entitled to two dollars per day for the 
services actually performed ; provided, said sum to be paid him shall not 
exceed ninety dollars per quarter, which amount shall be paid out of the 
road and bridge fund when the account shall have been approved by the 
commissioners court, and the court shall not approve said account 
unless the commissioner presenting the same shall sign an oath that the 
account is just, due and unpaid, and specifying the number of days 
actually performed by him and that it was necessary to be done; and no 
commissioner shall be entitled to pay as road commissioner either for 
himself or for his deputy while he is performing the duties of county 
commissioner, nor shall he receive additional pay than that provided by 
this section for inspecting or riding over his roads or for other road 
service. 
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Sec. 15. This act shall be taken notice of by all courts in the same 
manner as the General Law of the State, and it shall be construed to be 
cumulative of all General Laws of the State on the subject of .roads and 
bridges when not in conflict therewith, but in case of conflict this act 
shall control as to the comities of Hill, Hunt, Jackson, Bee and Falls. 

Sec. 16. The fact that there is now no sufficient general road law in 
this State creates an emergency and an imperative public necessity that 
the constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three several days be 
suspended and that this act take effect and be in force from and after its 
passage, and it is so enacted. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
House of Kepresentatives, no vote given, and passed the Senate by two- 
thirds vote, yeas 21, nays 0.] 

[Note. — The foregoing act was presented to the Governor of Texas for 
his approval on the 2nd day of April, A. D. 1901, but was not signed by 
him nor returned to the house in which it originated with his objections 
thereto within the time prescribed by the Constitution, and thereupon 
became a law without his signature. — Geo. T. Keeble, Chief Clerk, Act- 
ing Secretary of State.] 

Takes effect 90 days after adjournment. 



MONTGOMEEY county— road SYSTEM. 
S. B. No. 212.] Chapter XLV. 

An Act to provide a more efficient public road system for the county of Mont- 
gomery. 

Be it enacted hy the Legislature of the State of Texas: 

Section 1. That each member of the commissioners court of Mont- 
gomer}^ county shall be ex-officio road commissioner of his respective dis- 
trict and, under the direction of the commissioners court, shall have 
charge of all teams, tools and machinery belonging to the county and 
placed in their hands, and it shall be their duty, under such rules and 
regulations as the commissioners court may prescribe, to superintend the 
laying out of new roads, and the making, changing and repair of roads, 
and the building and repair of bridges. Each of said commissioners 
shall, before entering upon the duties of his office, in addition to their 
regular bond as such commissioner, execute a bond of one thousand dol- 
lars, with two or more good and sufficient sureties, payable to the county 
judge of the county, for the use and benefit of the road and bridge fund, 
conditioned that they will perform all the duties required of Siem by 
law or by the commissioners court, and that they will account for all 
property or money belonging to the county that may come into their 
possession; provided, that with the consent of the commissioners court, 
any one of said coramisioners shall be allowed to appoint a competent 
person as deputy road commissioner, who shall be required to execute 
the same bond required of commissioners in this section; and such dep- 
uty road commissioner shall be entitled to the same compensation that 
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is allowed county commissioners for the same service; provided, that 
county commissioners shall not be allowed any compensation as road 
commissioners when a deputy commissioner has been appointed, except 
for work done by him as such roa;d commissioner is case of urgent 
necessity. 

Sec. 2. The commissioners court of said county shall have full power 
and authority, and it shall be its duty to adopt such system for working, 
laying out, draining and repairing the public roads in said county as it 
may deem best, and from time to time said court may change its plan or 
system of working. Said commissioners shall have power to purchase 
such teams, tools and machinery for the working of its road. Said court 
shall have power to construct, grade or otherwise improve any road or 
bridge by contract. In such cases said court or county judge may adver- 
tise, in such manner as said court may determine, for bids to do such 
work, and the contract shall be awarded to the lowest responsible bidder, 
who shall enter into bond, payable to the county judge of said county, 
for the use and benefit of the road and bridge fund, with good, sufficient 
sureties, to be approved by said court, and in such sum as said court may 
determine, for the faithful compliance with the terms of said contract; 
but said court shall have the right to reject any and all bids. At the time 
of making such contract the court shall direct the county treasurer to 
pass the amount to a particular fund for that purpose, and the same 
shall not be used for any other purpose, and it can only be paid out on the 
order of said court, and the said court shall have authority to employ 
any hands or teams to work on the roads, under such regulations and for 
such price as they may deem best. 

Sec. 3. The commissioners court of said county shall require all 
county convicts, not otherwise employed, to labor upon the public roads, 
imder such regulations as they may prescribe, and each convict so worked , 
shall receive a credit of fifty cents a day on his fine first and then on the 
costs for each day he may labor. Such commissioners court may pro- 
vide such regulations and punishments as may be necessary to cause such 
convicts to perform good work, and may provide a reward not exceeding 
ten dollars, to be paid out of the road and bridge fund, for the capture 
and delivery of any escaped convicts, to be paid to any person other than 
the guard or person in charge of such convict at the time of his escape, 
which reward shall be taxed against such convict and worked out or paid 
by him as part of the cost. The commissioners court may grant a reason- 
able commutation of time for which a convict is committed, as a reward 
for faithful services and good behavior, in no case to exceed one-sixth 
of the whole time. The commissioners court may, at a regular term, 
make such provisions for prisoners^ clothing, bedding, food, medicine 
and medical attention and guards for the safe keeping and humane 
treatment of convicts. Said court may allow to the officers and witnesses 
such amount of their costs for the arrest and conviction of such convict 
as it may deem best ; provided, that it shall not allow to any offi^qer an 
amount greater than the following : county judge, three dollars ; county 
attorney, five dollars, including commissions ; county clerks and justices 
of the peace, one dollar and seventy cents ; sheriffs and constables, five 
dollars, which amount shall be paid to the officers out of the road and 
bridge fund, upon the order oif said court, when such fine and costs shall 
have been worked out, as provided in this section ; provided, that this 
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shall not be construed as to relieve any convict from payment of all costs 
for which he would be liable under the General Laws of this State. 

Sec. 4. Each county commissioner shall have control over all road 
overseers in his district; and shall deliver to each of them all teams, tools 
and machinery necessary in working the roads in the district of said 
overseer, so far as he has been supplied therewith by the commissioners 
court, taking receipt of said overseer therefor, specifying each item and 
giving its value, which receipt shall be a full answer of the liability of 
the commissioners and shall fix the liability of the overseers; and any 
commissioner or overseer who shall have been entrusted with any teams, 
tools or machinery belonging to said county shall be liable for any dam- 
age to the same while in his possession, caused by his negligence or want 
of due care of the same, and- shall not use or permit the same to be used 
for private purposes without the consent of the commissioners court. It 
shall be the duty of the road overseer, when he has finished work on his 
roads, to return to said commissioner all teams, tools and machinery 
received from him, and take up the receipt given therefor. 

Sec. 5. It shall be the duty of the county commissioner when acting 
as road commissioner to inform himself of the condition of the public 
roads of his district, and shall determine what character of work shall 
be done upon said roads, and shall direct the manner of grading, drain- 
ing or otherwise improving the same, which direction shall be observed 
and obeyed by all road overseers in his district, and the provisions of 
this section shall extend to work done under contract, unless by special 
provisions in the contract the road commissioner is relieved of the duties 
herein required. 

Sec. 6. The commissioner may require each road overseer in his dis- 
trict to call out the hands in such numbers as may be sufficient to perform 
the work, but no road hand shall be required to work exceeding five days 
in any cue year, or two days with himself and team, unless the term of 
service, as prescribed by the General Laws of the State, shall be extended 
beyond that time; and provided, that all road hands in any district 
shall, as far as practical, be worked a uniform time. Each road over- 
seer, or in his absence, any one deputized by him, shall have full control 
of all road hands within his road district, and shall see that eacih hand, 
when he is called out, performs a good day^s work; if any hand when 
so called out shall fail or refuse to perform a good day^s work or to 
work in the manner the overseer may direct, shall be liable to the same 
penalty as if he had failed to appear in obedience to the summon. The 
commissioners may allow any overseer who shall be engaged in the 
discharge of the duties of his office for more than five days in any one 
year a compensation not to exceed one dollar a day for the time so 
ser\^ed; provided, that he shall make oath that the account is just and 
due. 

Sec. 7. Any citizen of Montgomery county liable for road duty who 
shall before the February term of the commissioners court of each year. 
pay to the county treasurer the sum of three dollars, shall be exempt from 
road duty for such year. The treasurer shall receive and receipt for all 
moneys so paid him, and shall place the same to the credit of the road 
and bridge fund, and shall keep a separate account for each district from 
which it is received. The treasurer shall, on the first day of the Feb- 
ruary term of the commissioners court, or as soon thereafter as practical, 
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furnish to each county commissioner a list of all persons in their 
respective districts that have paid the sum provided in this section. 

Sec. 8. Every person liable to work on roads by paying to his road 
overseer, at any time before the day appointed to work on his road, the 
sum of one dollar for each day that he is summoned and one dollar and 
fifty cents for each day he is summoned to furnish his team for road 
work, shall be exempt from working or furnishing his team for each day 
paid for, and also exempt from any penalties for failure to work or 
furnish such team for the time for which he has so paid. 

Sec. 9. Each person summoned to work on a road shall take with him 
an ax, pick, spade, plow, scraper, or such other tool as may be desired and 
directed by the overseer, or ii he has no such tool as is desired and 
directed by the overseer to take with him, he shall take such suitable took 
as he may have ; provided, the county shall be liable for, and the commis- 
sioners court, under such regulation^ as they may prescribe, shall pay 
for all breakage or damage to such tools as may have resulted from 
public road work, and not caused by the negligence of the person fur- 
nishing the same. Such road overseer may also summon and require such 
road hand to bring with him for public road work such team or teams 
he may have on hand suitable for road work ; provided, that such hand 
sliall be allowed two and one-half days' time for each day put in by a 
hand with his team, and one and one-half days' time for his team without 
such hand. 

Sec. 10. If any person liable to work on the public roads, after being 
legally summoned, shall intentionally fail or refuse to attend either in 
person or by able and competent substitute, or fail or refuse to furnish 
his team or tools at the time and place designated by the person summon- 
ing him, or to pay such overseer one dollar per day for each day he may 
have been notified to work the road, or to pay said overseer the sum of 
one dollar and fifty cents for each day he may have been summoned to 
furnish himself and team for road work, or having attended shall fail to 
perform good service or any duty required of him by law or the person 
under whom he may work, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon 
conviction thereof shall be fined in any sum not exceeding ten dollars. ' 

Sec. 11. At the regular term of the commissioners court in February 
of each year all road overseers shall make their reports, under oath, upon 
forms furnished by said court, which said report shall be examined by 
said court, and all accounts for services or labor performed for over work 
by such overseer during the past year, and of moneys had and expended 
by him shall be audited and settled, and as soon thereafter as possible 
said commissioners court shall appoint and commission road - overseers 
for the succeeding year ; any road overseer intentionally failing to per- 
form his duties as said road overseer, or failing or refusing to make his 
report as required by law, or failing or refusing to serve and perform 
the duties of overseer when appointed by said court, or to perform any 
other duty required of him by law or the commissioners court or by the 
commissioner of his district, or his deputy, shall be guilty of a misde- 
meanor and upon conviction thereof shall be fined in any sum not exceed- 
ing twenty-five dollars. 

Sec. 12. Whenever it shall become necessary to occupy any land for 
the opening, straightening, widening or draining or repair of any road 
or part thereof, if the owner and commissioners court cannot agree upon 
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the price of such land or the damage to be paid, the county may proceed 
to condemn the same in the same manner that a railroad can condemn 
land for right of way, and the same proceedings may be had and the 
same rights shall exist to each party as would* exist if the proceedings 
were by a railroad company, except that the county shall in no case be 
required to give bond. 

Sec. 13. It shall be lawful for any delinquent poll taxpayer in Mont- 
gomery county to perform two days service upon the public roads in his 
road precinct in each and every year, in discharge of said delinquent poll 
tax, unless the poll tax now provided for b}^- the General Laws of Texas 
shall be changed, in which case a proportionate time for service shall be 
held to discharge said delinquent for one year's poll tdxes ; provided fur- 
ther, that this act shall not be held to annul any laws upon the general 
statutes of Texas for the collection of delinquent poll taxes, but cumu- 
lative thereto in Montgomery county; and provided further, that such 
delinquent taxpayers shall perform sueh road service under the direction 
of the overseer, under the saine regulations herein provided for parties 
subject to road service under the General Laws of the State; and it shall 
be the duty of the tax collector to furnish a list of all delinquent poll 
taxpayers of each district to the commissioner of said district before the 
first day of March of each year. 

Sec. 14. The commissioners court shall be authorized to levy and 
collect a tax of not exceeding fifteen cents on the hundred dollars to be 
used exclusively for road and bridge purposes, and the same shall be dis- 
bursed by the said court as they may deem best; provided, said court 
shall set aside annually, out of said fund, a sum siifficient to pay interest 
and provide a sinking fund necessary to discharge all outstanding bridge 
bonds as they mature. 

Sec. 15. Whenever a majority of the property taxpayers of Mont- 
gomery county, voting at an election for that purpose, shall favor, the 
commissioners court of said county shall be authorized to levy and col- 
lect a special tax of not exceeding fifteen cents on the one hundred dol- 
lars for road and bridge purposes, the same to be disbursed as hereinbe- 
•fore provided. 

Sec. 16. Whenever the cost of a piece of road improvement or the 
cost of a bridge shall exceed two hundred dollars, the commissioners 
court shall cause the same to be done by contract as hereinbefore pro- 
vided. 

Sec. 17. Every county commissioner shall as soon as practical, after 
the February term of the commissioners court, take a list of all hands in 
his district, and also the number of miles of road in his district to be 
worked; and the condition of such roads, and the approximate amount 
of work each and every road shall require to keep the same in, as far as 
possible, uniform condition, and apportion said hands so that no set of 
hands shall be required to do more work than their proportionate share 
of road work in said district. 

Sec. 18. Every county commissioner, when acting as road commis- 
sioner and performing the duties imposed upon him by law or by the 
commissioners court, shall be entitled to two dollars per day for ser- 
vices actually performed; provided, said saim to be paid him shall not 
exceed thirty dollars per quarter, which amount shall be paid out of the 
road and bridge fund, when the account shall have been approved by the 



1901.] GE^^ERAL LAWS OF TEXAS. 81 

commissioners court, and the court shall not approve said account unless 
the commissioner presenting it shall sign an oath that the account is 
just, due and unpaid, specifying the number of days actually performed 
by him, and that it was necessary to be done; and no commissioner shall 
be entitled to pay as road commissioner, either for himself or his deputy, 
while he is performing the duties of county commissioner, nor shall he 
receive any additional pay than that provided by this section for inspect- 
ing or riding oyer his roads, or for any other road service. 

Sec. 19. This act shall be taken notice of by all courts in the 
same manner as a general law of this State, and it shall be construed 
to be cumulative of all General Laws of the State on the subject of roads 
and bridges, when not in conflict therewith, but in case of conflict this 
act shall control as to Montgomery county; and all local or special laws 
in conflict herewith are hereby repealed. 

Sec. 20. The fact that there is now no sufficient general road law in 
this State creates an emergency and an imperative public necessity that 
the constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three several days 
be suspended, and that this act take effect and be in force from and after 
its passage, and it is so enacted. 

[XoTE. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
Senate by two-thirds vote, yeas 24, nays 0; and passed the House of 
Representatives by two-thirds vote, yeas 103, nays 0.] 

[Note. — The foregoing act was presented to the Governor of Texas 
for his approval on the 2nd day of April, A. D. 1901, but was not signed 
by him nor returned to the house in which it originated, with his objec- 
tions thereto, within the time prescribed by the Constitution, and there- 
upon became a law without his signature. — Geo. T. Keeble, Chief 
Clerk, Acting Secretary of State.] 

Became a law April 15, 1901. 



MATAGORDA COUNTY— ROAD SYSTEM. 
H. B. No. 360.] Chapter XLVI. 

An Act to create a more eflicient road system for Matagorda county, Texas, and 
making the county commissioners of said county ex-officio road commissioners, 
and prebcribiug their duties as such, and providing for their compensation as 
such road commissioners; and providing for the working of county convicts 
upon the public roads of said county, and providing for a penalty for the 
escape of county convicts; and providing the amount of compensation in road 
time to be allowed by overseers to road hands for teams and road work; and 
providing for the condemnation of land for public road purposes; and provid- 
ing for the working of delinquent poll taxpayers on the public roads, and 
relieving road hands from the performance of road work by the payment of the 
sum of three dollars; and providing for elections for issuance for bonds for 
bridge purposes; and providing further, making this law cumulative of the 
General Laws, and in case of a conflict this act to govern as to Matagorda 
county, Texas, and creating an emergency. 

Section 1. Be it enacted hy the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
That the members of the commissioners court of Matagorda county, 
TexaS; shall be ex-officio road commissioners of their respective districts, 

6-G. L. 
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and under the direction of the commissioners court shall have charge of 
teams, tools and machinery belonging to the county and placed in their 
hands by the said court. And it shall be their duty under such rules 
and regulations as the commissioners court shall prescribe to superintend 
the laying out of new roads, the making or changing of roads, and the 
building of bridges. 

Each of said commissioners shall before entering upon the duties of 
his office execute a bond of $1000, with two or more good and sufficient 
sureties payable to the county judge of said county, for the use and ben- 
efit of the road and bridge fund of the county, conditioned that he will 
perform all the duties required of him by law or by the commissioners 
court and that he will properly account for ^11 money or property belong- 
ing to the county that may come into his possession. 

Sec. 2. The commissioners court of said county shall have full power 
and authority and it shall be their duty to adopt such system for work- 
ing, laying out, draining and repairing the public roads in said county ; 
as they may deem best, and from time to time said court may change 
its plan-s or system of working. Said commissioners court shall have 
power to purchase such teams, tools and machinery as may be necessary 
for the working of its roads. Such court S'hall have the power to con- 
struct, grade or otherwise improve any road or bridge by contract. In 
smch case such court or the county judge may advertise in such manner 
as said court may determine for bids to do such work, and the contract 
shall be let to the lowest responsible bidder, who shall enter into bond 
payable to the county judge of said county, for the use of the road and 
bridge fund, with good and sufficient sureties to be approved by said 
court, and in such amount as said court may determine, for the faithful 
compliance with the terms of said contract, but said court shall have 
the right to reject any and all bids. At the time of making any such 
contract, the court shall direct the county treasurer to pass the amount 
to a particular fund for that purpose, and the treasurer shall keep a 
separate account of such fund, and the same shall not be used for an}^ 
other purpose, and can only be paid out on the order of said court, and 
the said court shall have the authority to employ any hands or teams 
fo work on the roads under such regulations and for such prices as they 
may deem best. 

Sec. 3. The commissioners court of said county may require all 
county convicts not otherwise employed to labor upon the public roads 
under such regulations as it may prescribe, and each convict so worked 
shall receive a credit of fifty cents on his fine first, and then on the costs, 
for each day he may labor, and for each Sunday while confined. The 
commissioners court shall at a regular term allow to the officers and 
witnesses one-half their costs for the arrest and conviction of said con- 
vict, provided he works out liis entire fine and costs, which amount shall 
be paid to the officers out of the road and bridge fund on the warrant of 
the county judge. The commissioners court may provide the necessary 
houses, prisons, food, medicine, medical attention, and guards for the 
safe and humane keeping of said county convicts. 

Sec. 4. The commissioners court shall lay off each commissioner^? 
district into a convenient number of road precincts, numbering each and 
defining as accurately as possible the boundaries thereof. 

Sec. 5. An overseer shall be appointed by said court for each road 
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precinct at the time of establishing the same, and at the first regular 
term of the court in each year the said court shall appoint an overseer 
for each road precinct in the county, who shall under the direction of 
the road commissioner of his district have charge of all the public roads 
and all the hands liable for work on the same tliat are situated or reside 
ia his precinct. It shall be his duty to call out all hands liable to road 
work service and to cause all the roads in his respective precinct to be 
worked at least twice in each, year and at such other times as may be 
necessary. He shall also work on the public roads of his precinct any 
county convicts that may be assigned to him under direction of the 
commissioners court or county judge, and shall have authority to call 
out any person liable to road duty to act as guard for said convict or 
convicts in his precinct. 

Sec. 6. Each county commissioner shall have control of all road 
overseers in his district, and shall deliver to each of them all teams, 
tools and machinery that may be necessary in working the roads in the 
precinct of said overseer, so far as he has been supplied therewith by 
the commissioners court, taking receipt of said overseer therefor, speci- 
fying each item and giving its value, which receipt shall be a full answer 
for the liability of the commissioner, and shall fix the liability of the 
road overseer. And any commissioner or overseer shall be liable for any 
damage that may occur to same while in his possession, caused by his 
negligence or want of due care of the same, and shall not use or permit 
the same to be used for private purposes without the consent of the com- 
missioners court. It shall be the duty of the overseer, when he has 
finished work on his roads, to return to said commissioner all teams, 
tools and machinery received from him, and take up the receipt given 
therefor. 

Sec. 7. It shall be the duty of the county commissioner when acting 
as road commissioner, to inform himself of the condition of the public 
roads of his district, and shall determine what character of work shall 
be done upon said roads, and shall direct the manner of grading, drain- 
ing or otherwise improving the same, which direction shall be observed 
atid obeyed by all road overseers of his district. 

Sec. 8. Each road overseer shall during each year call out all hands 
subject to road duty to work five days, and he shall see that each hand 
when called out shall perform a good day^s work, and if any hand when 
so called out shall fail or refuse to perform a good day^s work, or lo work 
in the manner that the overseer shall direct, he shall be liable to the 
same penalty as if Jie had failed to appear in obedience to the summons. 
And any road overseer, when he deems it expedient, and at the time of 
notif\dng any hand to work upon the road, may also summon such hand 
as may be the owner of a team suitable for road work, to bring such team 
with him to be used in working upon the road during such time as the 
baud may be notified to work upon the road. And after such notice 
given if such hand shall fail or refuse to bring his team with him as 
notified to do, he shall be liable to the same penalty as if he had failed to 
appear in obedience to the summons; provided, that any hand for so 
doing shall be credited with and allowed two and one-half days upon the 
time for which he as liable for road duty for each day he may work in 
connection with and while furnishing siich team, and one and one-half 
davs for his team without such hand. 
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Sec. 9. A "good day's work" under this act shall cons-ist of eight 
hours labor for road hands, or for county convicts, and ten hours labor 
for hired hands. 

Sec. 10. The commissioners court may allow to any overseer engaged 
in the discharge of the duties of hie oflSce for more than five days during 
any one year a compensation not to exceed more than one dollar and 
fifty cents per day for \h!^ time so served, when such extra work is 
ordered by the commissiouer of the precinct. The term of serAdce of the 
road overseer shall be from the time of service of the order of appoint- 
ment until the first term of the commissioners court of the succeeding 
year. 

Sec. 11. Any citizen of Matagorda county liable for road duty, who 
shall on or before the first day of February of any year pay to the county 
treasurer, or the commissioner of his precinct, the sum of three dollars, 
shall be exempt from road duty for such year, beginning on the first day 
of February. 

The treasurer or commissioner to whom the riioney shall be so paid, 
shall receive the same and receipt for it, and it shall be placed to the 
credit of the road and bridge fund, to be expended in the resident pre- 
cinct of such payor, and the treasurer shall keep a separate acc.ount for 
each road precinct from which said money is received, and the county 
treasurer shall at the regular term in February furnish to the court a list 
oi' all persons in their respective precincts who have paid said sum as 
provided in this section. 

Sec. 12. Every person liable to work on tlie roads by paying to his 
load overseer, at any time before the day appointed to work on his road, 
tlu.' sum of one dollar for each day he is siimmoned to work, and one dol- 
lar {.md fifty cents for each day he is summoned to furnish his team for 
road work, shall be exempt from working or furnishing his team for each 
day paid for, and also exempt from any penalty for failure to work or 
furnish such team for the time which he had so paid. 

Sec. 13. Each person summoned to work on a road shall take with 
him an axe, hoe, pick, gun, spade, plow, scraper or other tool as ma^ 
be desired and directed by the overseer, or if he has no such tools as may 
be desired and directed by the overseer to take with him, he shall take 
such suitable tools as he may have; provided, the county shall be liable 
for, and the commissioners court under such regulations as they may 
prescribe shall pay for all such breakage or damage to all such tools, a^ 
may have resulted from public road work, and not caused by the negli- 
gence of the person furnishing the same. 

Sec. 14. If any person, liable to work upon the public roads after 
being legally summoned, shall intentionally fail or refuse to attend, 
either in person or by able and competent substitute, or fail or refuse to 
furnish his teams or tools at the time and place designated by the person 
summoning him, or to pay such road overseer the sum of one dollar for 
each day he may have been notified to work on the road, or to pay such 
overseer the sum of one dollar and fifty cents for each day he may have 
been notified to furnish his team for road work, or having attended, shall 
fail to perform good service, or any other duty required of him by law, 
or the person under whom he may work, shall be deemed guilty of a mis- 
demeanor, and upon conviction shall be fined in any sum not exceeding 
ten dollars. 
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Sec. 15. At the first regular term of the commissioners court of each 
year all ]-oad ovorseers shall make their report under oath, upon forms to 
be furnished by the said court, which said report shall be examined by 
said court, and all accounts of moneys had and expended by him shall 
be audited and settled, and as soon thereafter as practicable said commis- 
sioners court shall appoint and commission road overseers for the suc- 
ceeding year, and in the event of the removal, death, or refusal, failure, 
or inability to act on the part of any road overseer so appointed, or on 
account of any vacancy in such office, the commissioners court or com- 
missioner of the precinct shall have authority to fill the vacancy, and 
report his action in writing to the county clerk, who shall record the 
same in the minutes of the commissioners court either in term time or 
vacation. 

Any overseer intentionally failing to perform 'his duties as such over- 
seer, or failing or refusing to make his report as required by law, or to 
perform any other duty required by law, or the commissioners court, or 
by the commissioner of the district, shall be deemed guilty of a misde- 
meanor, and upon conviction shall be fined in any sum not exceeding 
twenty-five dollars. 

Sec. 16. The county collector of Matagorda county, shall as soon ^ 
after the first day of February of each year as practicable furnish to 
each road overseer a list of all delinquent poll taxpayers for the previous 
year in their respective road precincts, and the persons so appearing on 
said lists, and who are such delinquent poll taxpayers, shall be subject to 
road duty for the period of three days during the ensuing year, and 
they shall be summoned as in other cases to work the roads in the road 
district or precinct in which said person may reside, and the perform- 
ance of the road service provided for in this section shall not exonerate 
the person from any other road duty to which the person performing the 
same may be subject, but this shall be taken as cumulative. The per- 
sons subject to do road duty under this section shall be subject to prose- 
cution as provided in Section 1^ of this act or other law of this State and 
subject to the same liabilities and punishments provided for in other 
eases for failing to appear and do good work when summoned to do so, 
as provided for in this act or other laws of this State, and all such laws 
shall apply to persons required to work roads under the provisions of 
this section, and when they are convicted they shall satisfy the fine and 
costs as in other misdemeanor convictions. But any person summoned 
to work on the road under the provisions of this section may satisfy such _ 
summons and be relieved from such duty by paying the amount of poll 
tax required by law, to be apportioned as the law directs, and exhibiting 
to the overseer, or person summoning him, on or before the day on which 
he is su'mmoned to work, the receipt of the county collector for such poll 
•tax. 

Sec. 17. If any county convict shall escape from any person or per- 
sons having said county convict in charge for said county, said county 
convict so escaping shall be guilty of an offense, and upon conviction 
shall be fined not less than ten nor more than twenty-five dollars. 

Sec. 18. Whenever it shall be necessary to occupy any land for the 
purpose of opening, widening, straightening, grading, making embank- 
ments, filling or draining any road or part thereof, if the owner of such 
land and the county commissioners court cannot agree upon the damages 



86 GENERAL LAWS OF TEXAS. [27th Ley, 

to be paid, the county may proceed to condemn the same in the same 
manner that a railroad company can condemn land for a right-of-way, 
and the same proceedings may be had and the same rights shall exist 
to each party as would exist if the proceedings were by a railroad com- 
pany, except that the county shall in no case be required to give bond. 

Sec. 19. It shall be unlawful for the commissioners court of Mata- 
gorda county to issue the bonds of said county for the purpose of build- 
ing bridges, unless a proposition for the issuance of such bonds shall 
have been first submitted to a vote of the qualified voters, who are prop- 
erty taxpayers of said county, and unless a majority of the said quali- 
fied taxpayers, voting at said election, are in favor of the proposition for 
the issuance of bonds, then the said bonds shall not be issued. If the 
proposition for the issuance of bonds be sustained by a majority of the 
said property taxpayers^ voting at said election, then the said bonds shall 
be authorized and shall be issued by the said commissioners court; pro- 
vided, that this act shall not be construed to authorize and render valid 
bonds without being first submitted to the Attorney General, and certi- 
fied to by him as now required by law. 

Sec. 20. Whenever a petition signed by fifty or more qualified voters, 
who are property taxpayers in the county of Matagorda, shall be pre- 
sented to the commissioners court of said county at any regular session 
thereof, asking that the question of a bond issue be submitted to a vote 
of the qualified taxpayers of the county, it shall not be necessary to give 
any formal notice before the court shall act on same, but the court shall 
act thereon without notice, and at such regular term shall make an order 
for such election to take place at any time thereafter, not less than 
thirty nor more than sixty days. Said order shall distinctly specify the 
purpose for which the bonds are to be issued, the amount thereof, the 
linie in which they are payable and the rate of interest, and all voters 
desiring to support the proposition to issue bonds, shall have written or 
printed upon their ballots the words "For Issuance of Bonds,^' and those 
opposed shall have written or printed* upon their ballots the words 
"Against the Issuance of Bonds." 

Sec. 21. The commissioners court shall determine the time and 
places of holding said election, and the manner of holding the same shall 
be governed by the laws of the State regulating general elections. 

Skc. 22. This act shall not apply to funding bonds issued or to be 
issued in lieu of any valid outstanding bonds of Matagorda county, nor 
to any issue of bonds when for a sum less than* two thousand dollars 
when issued for the purpose of repairing bridges. 

Sec. 23. Each county commissioner, when acting as road commis- 
sioner and performing the duties imposed upon him by law, or by the 
commissioners court, shall be entitled to two dollars per day for the 
services actually performed ; provided, said sum to be paid him shall not 
exceed twenty dollars per quarter, which amount shall be paid out of the 
road and bridge fund when the account shall have been approved by the 
commissioners court, and the court shall not approve said account unless 
the commissioner presenting it shall sign an oath that the account is 
just, due and unpaid, and specifying the number of days of work and 
(hite of same actually performed by him, and that it was necessary to be 
done, and no commissioner shall be entitled to pay as road commissioner 
while he is performing dutia«? as county commissioner. 
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Sec. 24. The county collector, for furnishing a list of the delinquent 
poU taxpayers to the overseers, and the county treasurer, for his services 
in Section 11, shall be exempt from the road service for each year that 
such list is furnished or service performed as a compensation for such 
work. 

Sec. 25. This act shall be taken notice of by all courts in the 
same manner as the General Laws of this State and it shall be construed 
to be cumulative of the General Laws of the State on the subject of roads 
and bridges, when not in conflict therewith, but in case of conflict, this 
act shall control as to the county of Matagorda. 

Sec. 26. It shall be the duty of the district judge of this judicial 
district to charge the grand jury of the district court of Matagorda 
county to diligently inquire into and faithfully report all delinquencies 
of duty by the ofiicers under this act, and to indict all such delinquents 
in the ordinary way as other officers are indicted for negligence in eflB- 
ciency or malfeasance in office. 

Sec. 27. The fact that there is now no sufficient general road law in 
force in this State, creates an emergency and an imperative public neces- 
sity that the constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three several 
days be suspended, and that this act take effect and be in force f roAi and 
, after its passage, and it is so enacted. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
House of Representatives by two-thirds vote, yeas 99, nays ; and passed 
the Senate by two- thirds vote, yeas 21, nays 0.] 

[Note. — The foregoing act was presented to the Governor of Texas 
for his approval on the 2nd day of April, A. D. 1901, but was not signed 
by him nor returned to the house in which it originated, with his objec- 
tions thereto, within th6 time prescribed by the Constitution, and there- 
upon became a law \^4thout his signature. — Geo. T. Keeble^ Chief 
Clerk, Acting Secretary of State.] 

Became a law April 13, 1901. 



RUSK COUNTY— BRAZOS COUNTY— ROAD SYSTEM. 
H. B. No. 497.] Chapter XLVII. 

An Act to create a more efficient road system for Rusk and Brazos counties, 
and further defining the duties of county commissioners, and providing for 
the appointment of road superintendents, and defining their powers and duties ; 
providing for the working of county convicts and delinquent poll taxpayers 
on the public roads of said counties; providing for the rewards and penalties 
for escaped convicts, and providing for the relieving of delinquent poll tax- 
payers from road duty by the payment of three dollars; providing for the 
appointment, the duties and powers of road overseers ; prescribing penalties for 
road overseers arid road hands when they fail to comply with the requirements 
of the law as herein defined ; providing for the summoning of teams and tools 
with hands, and for penalties upon failure to comply; providing for the adop- 
tion of a system of road working by the commissioners court of said counties; 
providing for the relieving of road hands from road service upon the payment 
of four dollars; providing for the making this law cumulative of the General 
Laws of the State, and in case of confli(?t this act to govern as to Rusk and 
Brazos counties, and to repeal all laws in conflict with this act, and providing 
an emergency. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
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The county commissioners courts of Euak and Brazos counties may at 
any regular or called term of said courts appoint any number of road 
superintendents for Rusk and Brazos counties, not exceeding one for each, 
commissioners district, who shall serve as such superintendents for one 
year, unless removed by said court for good cause ; and in case of vacancy 
from any cause said court may appoint a successor who shall hold oflSce 
for the unexpired term; said superintendent to be under the manage- 
ment and control of the commissioners court of said county. Said 
superintendents shall have charge of all wagons, teams, tools and 
machinery belonging to the county and placed in their hands by said 
commissioners court, and it shall be their duty, under such rules and 
regulations as the commissioners court may prescribe, to superintend 
the working of all roads and the laying out of new roads, the changing 
of roads and the building and repairing of bridges and culverts. Each 
of said superintendents shall before entering upon the duties of his oflBce 
execute a bond of one thousand dollars, with two or more good and suffic- 
ient sureties, payable to the county treasurer of said county, and to be 
approved by the commissioners court for the use and benefit of the road 
and bridge fund of said county, conditioned that he will perform all the 
duties required of him by law or by the rules of the commissioners court, 
prescribed for his directions, and that he will account for all moneys, 
or other property belonging to the county that may come into his pos- 
session. 

Sec. 2. Each road superintendent shall receive such salary as may 
be fixed by the commissioners court to be paid on the order of said court 
at stated intervals. The salary of superintendents shall never exceed 
six hundred dollars per year. 

The commissioners court shall have authority to suspend the work of 
any number or all of the road superintendents at any time they may 
deem it for the best interest of the county, or when the money set apart 
to the road and bridge fund has been exhausted, and in such case the 
salary of the superintendents suspended shall cease and their appoint- 
ment expire, and the county shall not be responsible to any superintend- 
ent for his salary after the date of such suspension by order of the com- 
missioners court. 

Sec. 3. The commissioners court of said county shall have full power 
and authority, and it shall be its duty to adopt such system for working, 
laying out and draining and repairing of the public roads and the build- 
ing and repairing of bridges and culverts of said county as it may deem 
best, and the road superintendents shall follow the directions of said 
court in working the road and the building of bridges and culverts, and 
from time to time said court may change its plan or system of working 
fhe roads or building and repairing of bridges. 

Said commissioners court shall have full power, and it shall be its 
duty, to purchase or hire such teams, tools and machinery as may be 
necessary for the working of its roads, and materials for the building 
and repairing of bridges and culverts; the said court shall also have 
power to construct, grade or otherwise improve any road or bridge by 
contract. In such case said court or county judge of said county may 
advertise, in such manner as said court may determine, for bids to do 
such work, and the contract shall be awarded to the lowest responsible 
bidder, who shall enter into bond, if required by said commissioners 
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court so to do, payable to the county treasurer and his successors in office 
of said county for the use of the road and bridge fund, with good and 
sufficient sureties, to be approved by the county judge, and in such sum 
as said county judge or commissioners court may determine, for the 
faithful compliance with said contract, but said court shall have the 
right to reject any and all bids; and the said court shall have authority 
to prescribe the rules by which the road superintendents may employ 
any hands or teams to work on the roads or bridges, under such regula- 
tions and for such price as they may deem best. 

Sec. 4. The commissioners court shall require all county convicts 
not otherwise employed, to labor on the public roads under such regula- 
tions as they may prescribe, and each convict so worked shall receive a 
credit of fifty cents on his fine first and then on the costs for each day he 
may labor. 

The conmiissioners courts shall, at each term, allow the officers and 
witnesses such amount of their costs as have been satisfied in full by 
labor of such convicts, for the arrest and conviction of such convicts 
as it may deem best, not to exceed one-half of such costs, which amount 
shall be paid to the officers and witnesses out of the road and bridge fund 
on the warrant of the county judge ; provided, that this shall not be so 
construed as to relieve any convict from the payment of all costs for 
which he may be liable under the laws of this State. The commissioners 
court may grant a reasonable commuitation of time for which a convict 
is committed as a reward for faithful service and good behavior; pro- 
vided, that such commutation shall in no case exceed one- tenth of the 
whole time. 

The commissioners court may provide the necessary houses, prisons, 
clothing, bedding, food, medicine, medical attention and superintendents 
and guards for the safe and humane keeping of the convicte. The com- 
missioners court shall provide such reasonable regulations and punish- 
ments as may be necessary to require such convicts to perform good 
work, and to provide a reward, not to exceed ten dollars, to be paid out 
of the road and bridge fund, for the recapture and delivery of any 
escaped convict, to be paid to any person other than the guard or person 
in charge of such convict at the time of his escape, which reward shall 
be taxed against the convict, with all other actual costs for the recapture 
and returning of said convict, and worked out by him as part of the 
costs. A county convict in the meaning of this section is any person 
who has been convicted of a misdemeanor in any court of Rusk and 
Brazos counties, and his punishment assessed at a fine or a fine and 
imprisonment in the county jail, and who is unable to pay said fine and 
costs. 

Sec. 5. The commissioners court shall require all delinquent poll 
taxpayers of said counties to work on the public roads. They shall 
obtain from the tax collector of said counties on the first of April of 
each year, or as soon thereafter as practicable, a sworn statement, giving 
a full and complete list by precincts of all the deliDquent poll taxpayers 
of said counties for the previous year, and the persons so appearing on 
said lists, and who are delinquent poll taxpayers, shall be subject to road 
duty for a period of three days during such year, and the performance 
of the road service provided for in this section shall not exonerate the 
person from any other road duty to which the person performing the 
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rfame may be subject, but this shall be taken as cumulative, and all per- 
sons so appearing on said list, who are delinquent poll taxpayers, and 
reside in any incorporated town in the county, shall also be subject to 
road duty for a period of three days during such year, and they shall be 
subject to all the laws, rules and regulations as herein provided as if 
they resided in the country. Said delinquent poll tax list, when received 
by the commissioners court, shall be turned over to the road superintend- 
ents or road overseers, and said road superintendents or road overseer 
shall issue his summon by subpoena, which shall be served by the sheriff, 
his deputy or any constable or any road overseer of said counties. 
Such subpoena shall state the time and place where such delinquent poll 
taxpayer is to meet the road superintendent or road overseer to discharge 
the three days work as required in this section. Said delinquent poll 
taxpayer shall have three full days notice of the time and place for his 
appearance. Such subpoena when served shall be returned by the person 
serving same, with the date of service, to the person issuing the same 
on or before the day stated for the appearance of such delinquent poll 
taxpayers. It shall be the duty of the road superintendent or overseer 
when any defaulting poll taxpayer shall have discharged and paid the 
same as herein provided, to report the same back to the tax collector, 
who shall credit the party on the tax roll for the amount paid; and said 
overseer shall also report the same in his regular report to the com- 
missioners court. 

If any person who is required to do road duty under this section shall 
fail or refuse to appear when duly summoned so to do, or having 
appeared refuse to do a reasonable day's work, or refuse to perform any 
reasonable duty required of him by the road superintendent or road over- 
seer, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and subject to prosecution 
for failing to so appear or work, and subject to same liabilities and 
punishment provided by the General Laws of this State for other cases 
for failing to appear and do good work when summoned so to do; and 
when they are convicted for so failing to appear or failing to do a reason- 
able day's work, or any reasonable duty required of him by the superin- 
tendent or road overseer, he shall be required to satisfy the fine and 
costs as in other convictions of misdemeanor. 

But any person summoned to work on the road ulider the provisions 
of this section may satisfy said summons and be' relieved from said duty 
by paying to the road overseer or superintendent the sum of three dol- 
lars, all of which shall go to the road and bridge fund. This section 
shall apply as well to the delinquent poll taxpayers in incorporated 
cities and towns as to th/>se outside of said cities and towns. 

Sec. 6. The commissioners courts of Rusk and Brazos counties shall 
apportion all road hands and appoint all road overseers as now directed 
by the statutes of the State of Texas; and all road hands and road over- 
seers of Rusk and Brazos counties shall be under the control of the road 
superintendent, under such rules and regulations as may be prescribed 
by the commissioners courts, and the commissioner of each precinct shall 
have control co-extensive over the road overseer and road hands as herein 
given the road superintendent. No road overseer in Rusk and Brazos 
counties shall have the right or authority to call out the road hands at 
any time to work the roads in his precinct, unless so directed or author- 
ized by the road superintendent or county commissioner of his precinct; 
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and wheii so directed by the road' superintendent or county com mis- 
sioner, the road overseer shall summon and call out the road hands on 
his road section in such numbers as may be directed by the road super- 
intendent or county commissioner, and all hands called out by the direc- 
tion of tlie road superintendent shall report to him at the time and place 
designated by Uie road overseer or other person summoning them, and 
Rhall be controlled, managed and worked by the road superintendent. 
But no road hand shall be required to work exceeding five days in any 
one year unless the term of service as prescribed by the General Laws 
shall extend beyond that time, in which event 'all hands may be required 
to work the number of days as prescribed by the General Laws; and pro- 
vided, that all road hands in any particular district shall, as far as 
practical, be worked a uniform time. The road superintendent shall see 
that each hand when called out shall perform a good day's work, and if 
any hand when so called out shall fail or refuse to do a good day's work, 
or refuse to work in the manner the road superintendent may direct, 
shall be liable to the same penalty as if he had failed to appear in obe- 
dience to the summons as now provided by the General Laws of the 
State of Texas. A good day's work is meant by this section to be eight 
hours of actual service working on the road. 

Sec. 7. In case the road superintendent, from any cause, shall not 
be able to work all the hands in his precinct the full five days in each 
year, he, or the county commissioner, shall have the right and authority 
to notify the road overseers of that fact in his precinct, and require said 
overseers t6 call out all their hands- who have not worked out their full 
time under the road superintendent, and require said overseer to work 
his section of the road the remainder of the five days, which may include 
the entire five days. Said road overseer shall work, grade and repair 
the roads, bridges and culverts according to the plans and system adopted 
by the commissioners court for the working of roads and the repairing 
of bridges and culverts. Any overseer who sliall fail or refuse to call 
out the hands on his section of road when directed either by the road 
superintendent or county commissioner, or refuse to work or repair the 
roads, bridges and culverts according to the rules and systems adopted 
by the commissioners tourt, or fail or refuse to work the road when 
directed by the road superintendent or county commissioner, or fail or 
refuse to see that each road hand working under him does a good day's 
work of eight hours service, or fail or refuse to report any road hand 
who fails to appear when lawfully summoned, or who fails or refuses to 
do a good day's work as herein defined, shall be deemed guilty of a mis- 
demeanor, and upon conviction shall be fined in a sum not exceeding ten 
dollars. 

Each road overseer, when required to summon or call out the hands in 
his road precinct by the road superintendent, shall be entitleil to one 
day's service for each day he may be required to summons the hands and 
for each day he may be required to work the road hands under the direc- 
tion of the road superintendent or county commissioner; provided, he 
shall not be required to work more than five days in any one year with- 
out extra compensation for each day so worked over the five days, which 
compensation shall be one dollar for each day so worked over the five 
days, to be paid by order of the commissioners court. 

Sec. 8. Each road superintendent shall have control of all over- 
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seers in his precinct, and shall deliver to each of them suQh teams, tools 
and machinery necessary in working the roads in the precinct of said 
overseer, so far as he has been supplied therewith by the commissioners 
court, taking a receipt therefor, specifying each item and giving its 
value, which receipt shall be a full answer for the liability of the road 
superintendent, and shall fix the liability of the road overseer; and the 
road superintendent or road overseer who shall have been intrusted with 
any teams, tools, or other machinery belonging to the county shall be 
liable for all damages that may occur to the same while in his possession, 
caused by his negligence or want of due care of same. 

It shall be the duty of the road overseer, when he has finished work 
on his road, to return to said road superintendent all teams, tools and 
machinery received from him and take up the receipt given therefor. 

Sec. 9. It shall be the duty of the road superintendent to inform 
himself of the condition of the public roads in his precinct, and from 
the system of working roads adopted by the commissioners court shall 
determine what character of work shall be done on said roads, and shall 
direct the manner of grading, draining or otherwise improving the same, 
which direction shall be followed and obeyed by him and all road over- 
seers of his precinct. 

Sec. 10. The road superintendent, under the direction of the com- 
missioners court, may require each road overseer in his precinct to call 
out the hands in such numbers as may be sufficient to perform the work 
under his direction. 

Each road superintendent shall have full control of all *road hands 
in his precinct, and shall see that each hand, when called out, shall 
perform a good day^s work; and if any hand, when so called out, shall 
fail or refuse to do a good day^s work, or to work in the manner his 
superintendent, county commissioner or road overseer may direct, he 
shall be liable to the same penalty as if he had failed to appear in obe- 
dience to the summons, as now provided by the General Laws of the State 
of Texas. And the road overseer may, when so directed to do by the 
road superintendent or the commissioners of his precinct or county, and 
at the time of notifying any hand to work upon the road, also summons 
such hand as may be the owner of a team suitable for road work, to bring 
such team with him to be used in working upon the public roads during 
such time as the hand may be notified to work upon the public roads, 
and after such notice given, if such hand shall fail or refuse to bring his 
team with him as notified to do, he shall be liable to the same penalty as 
if he had failed to appear in obedience to the summons ; provided, that 
any hand for so doing shall be credited with and allowed two and one- 
half days^ time for which he is liable for road duty for each day he 
may work with his double team in connection with and while furnishing 
such team, and one and one-half days for his team without such hand 
and two days for himself and single team. 

Sec. 11. A person liable for road duty in Eusk and Brazos counties 
who shall, on or before the first day of February of any year, pay to the 
county treasurer the sum of four dollars, shall be exempt from road duty 
for such year, beginning on the first day of February. The county 
treasurer or road superintendent shall receive and receipt for all money 
so paid him and place the same to the credit of the road and bridge fund, 
and he shall keep a separate account for each precinct and road section 
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from which it is received. The county treasurer shall, on the first day 
of February, or as soon thereafter as practicable, furnish to each road 
superintendent a list of all persons in their respective precincts that 
have paid said sums, as provided in this section. 

Sec. 12. When to the commissioners court it may appear expedient 
to change, build, repair or maintain any public road in their county, the 
land, timber, earth, stone, gravel or other necessary material most con- 
venient therefor may be used, but in such case the owner thereof shall be 
paid out of the road and bridge fund of such county a fair compensation 
for the same as may be agreed upon by the owner thereof or his agent 
and the commissioners court ; provided, however, that should said owner 
or his agent and said commissioners court fail to agree upon the com- 
pensation to be paid therefor then the county, upon the order of said 
court, shall proceed to condemn the same in the same manner that a rail- 
road company can condemn lands for right of way, and the same pro- 
ceedings shall be had as would exist if the proceedings were by a rail- 
road company, except as hereinafter provided. 

Sec. 13. The county shall not be required, in proceedings to deter- 
mine the compensation to be paid for the roadbed, material to build, 
repair or maintain public roads, in any case to give bonds for costs, and 
the commissioners appointed to condemn such property necessary as 
aforesaid shall receive for their services two dollars for each, and every 
day that they may be necessarily engaged in the performance of their 
duties as such commissioners, to be paid out of the road and bridge fund 
on the order of the commissioners court, and the compensation awarded 
by said commissioners for the necessary material shall be paid to the 
owner or deposited with the county -treasurer to the credit of such owner, 
and when so paid or deposited the county shall have the right to enter 
upon and use said roadbed or material. If the owner of such material 
or said county is not satisfied with the compensation awarded, said 
owner, or said county, may appeal therefrom as in cases of appeal in 
proceedings by railroad companies to condemn right of way. 

Sec. 14. If any person liable to work upon the public roads, after 
being legally summoned, shall fail or refuse to attend, either in person 
or by able and competent substitute, or fail or refuse to furnish his team 
or tools at the time and place designated by the person summoning him 
or to pay to such road overseer the sum of one dollar for each day he 
may have been notified to work on the public roads, or to pay to such 
overseer the sum of one dollar for each day he may have been notified to 
furnish his double team, and fifty cents for each day he may have been 
notified to furnish his single team for road work, or having attended, 
shall fail or refuse to perform good service, or any other duty required 
of him by law, or the person under whom he may work, or if any one 
shall fail to comply with any duty required of him as provided by law, 
shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof 
fined in any sum not exceeding twenty-five dollars. 

Sec. 15. The road superintendent shall have the control, management 
and working of all county convicts and delinquent poll taxpayers, as 
well as the road hands as hereinbefore defined, and shall work them on 
the public roads of Eusk and Brazos counties under such rules and reg- 
ulations as the commissioners courts may adopt and direct, and in case 
any delinquent poll taxpayer and road hand, when summoned to work 
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the roads, fail to appear or do a reasonable day's work or any reasonable 
duty required of him, as provided in Sections 5 and 6 herein, it shall be 
the duty' of the road superintendent to so notify the county attorney of 
said county and file complaint against said delinquent poll taxpayer or 
road hand as now provided under the General Laws of the State of 
Texas. Said road superintendent shall be responsible on his bond for 
the loss, injury, damage or destruction of any teams, tools, wagons or 
machinery placed in his charge by the commissioners court, unless such 
loss or damage occurred without his fault and negligence, and in case of 
his removal, resignation or suspension of work by the commissioners 
court he shall deliver to the county judge or commissioners court all 
teams, tools and machinery in good condition placed in his possession 
and take a receipt for same, which shall exonerate him from further 
liability. The said road superintendent shall keep a record of the daily 
labor of all county convicts, delinquent poll taxpayers and road hands 
separately under his charge and worked by him on the roads and bridges, 
and shall keep an itemized account of all receipts and disbursements 
made by him, and shall make such monthly report to the county judge 
and commissioners court as they may require of him, giving a detailed 
account of all work, and by whom done and the full amount expended 
during the month. 

Sec. 16., The county commissioner shall see that the road superin- 
tendents and road overseers work the roads and build and repair bridges 
according to the system and plans adopted by the court, and in order to 
fully carry out this provision each county commissioner shall be allowed 
two dollars per day for each day he is supervising said work, not to 
exceed three days in each month. 

Sec. 17. The provisions of the foregoing act shall be held and con- 
strued to be cumulative of all general laws of this State on the subject 
of roads, when not in conflict therewith, but in case of such conflict this 
act to control as to Rusk and Brazos counties. 

Sec. 18. The great necessity for this law, there being no law exist- 
ing upon this subject that is sufficient to enable the people, of Eusk and 
Brazos counties to improve and construict the road and bridges as they 
should be, creates an emergency and an imperative public necessity 
requiring the suspension of the constitutional rule that bills be read on 
three several days in each house be suspended, and the same is hereby 
suspended, and that this act take effect and be in force from and after 
its passage, and it is so enacted. 

[XoTE. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
House of Representatives by two-thirds vote, yeas 105, nays 0; and 
passed the Senate by two-thirds vote, yeas 24, nays 0.] 

Approved April 2, 1901. 

Became a law April 2, 1901. 
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KAINS COUNTY— AMENDMENT TO ROAD LAW. 
H. B. No. 229,] Chapter XLVIII. 

An Act to amend Chapter 35, of the General Laws of the Twenty-fifth Legisla- 
ture, said chapter being entitled "An Act to create a more efficient road system 
for Eains county, Texas; making provision tor the appointment by the com- 
missioners court of said county of a road commissioner for said county; pre- 
scribing his duties and compensation; providing for the appointment of' road 
overseers; defining their duties and liabilities; providing for the working of 
county convicts and delinquent poll taxpayers upon the public roads of said 
county, and regulating the same; providing for officers' fees and rewards in 
convicting convicts and recapturing convicts; for the summoning of teams and 
tools for road work, and compensation for same; and providing penalties for 
violation of this act; and to repeal all laws in conflict with this act": and 
providing for county commissioners to act as road commissioners, by changing 
Section 18 to Section 19, and adding between Sections 17 and 19 Section 18, 
and by amending Section 11. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
That Section 11, Chapter 35, General Laws of the State of Texas, passed 
at the Regular Session of the 25th Legislature, be amended so as to 
hereafter read as follows: 

Section 11. At the regular term of the commissioners court in Febru- 
ary, A. D. 1902, and at the same time in each year thereafter, all road 
overseers shall make their reports under oath, upon forms to be fur- 
nished them by said court, which said report shall be examined by said 
court, and all accounts for services or labor performed for overwork by 
him shall be audited and settled; and as soon thereafter as practicable 
said commissioners court shall appoint and commission road overseers 
for the succeeding year. Any overseer intentionally failing to perform 
his duties as such overseer, or failing or refusing to make his report as 
required by law, or failing and refusing to serve and perform the duties 
of overseer when appointed by said court, or to perform any other duty 
required of him by law or by the commissioners court, or by the road 
commissioner, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon con- 
viction shall be fined in any sum not less than the sum of twenty-five 
dollars nor more than one hundred dollars; provided, it shall be prima 
facie evidence of his failure to perform his duty, if his road or roads be 
found in bad condition, and that he has not worked all the liands liable 
to road duty in his road precinct for the time for which they are liable 
in that year; and provided further, that it shall be the duty of each over- 
seer to report to the commissioners court the state of his account with 
his hands ; and provided further, that it shall be lawful for any overseer 
to deputize some one of his hands who is fitted for the place to perform 
his duties, whose acts shall have the same force and effect as if per- 
formed by the overseer himself: but the overseer shall be responsible for 
the negligence of his said deputy the same as if he himself were guilty 
of such negligence. 

Sec. 2. And that Section 18 be changed to Section 19, and that Sec- 
tion 18 be added between Sections 17 and 19, to read as follows: 

Section 18. WTien, under the provisions of Section 3 of this act, any 
convict has worked out on the public roads the full amount of his fine 
and costs, the officers entitled to such costs shall receive only fifty cents 
on each dollar of said costs, and when such convict has worked only a 
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anc' shall make a report under oath to the commissioners courts at each 
regular terjn thereof, showing an itemized account of all money belong- 
ing to the road or bridge fund he has received, from whom or what 
source received, and what disposition he has made of the same; the con- 
dition of all roads,. bridges and culverts in his precinct; what, if any, 
new roads, and kind, should be opened or discontinued; and what, if 
any, bridges, culverts or other improvements are necessary to place the 
roads in his precinct in good condition, and the probable cost of such 
improvement; the name of every overseer who has failed to work the 
road or in any way neglected to perform his duty, and such other mat- 
ter as the court may desire information upon ; and shall make such other 
report at such times as such court may require. 

Sec. 9. Each road commissioner shall obtain from the tax collector 
of his coimty, after the first day of February and before the first day of 
March, of each year, a full list of the delinquent poll taxpayers of his 
precinct for the previous year, and the persons in said list as delinquent 
poll taxpayers, shall be subject to road duty for the period of three days 
during such year, and shall be summoned as in other cases, to work the 
roads in the road district or precinct in which such person may reside; 
and the performance of tlie road service provided for in this article shall 
not exonerate the person from any other road duty to which the person 
performing the same may be subject, but this shall be taken as cumula- 
tive; and all persons so appearing on said list, who are delinquent poll 
taxpaj^ers, and residing in incorporated cities or towns in the county, 
shall also be subject to road duty for the period of three days during 
auch year, and they shall be apportioned among the overseers in charge 
of roads leading oiit of such city or town in which they reside, as the 
road commissioner may deem best, to be summoned by such overseers as 
in other cases, to work the roads in the road precinct to which they are 
assigned. 

It shall be the duty of the road overseer, whenever any defaulting poll 
taxpayer shall have discharged the poll tax by labor, to report the same 
to the road commissioner, who in turn reports the same to the commis- 
sioners courts, to be credited to the party on the delinquent ta^ rolls 
returned by the tax collector to the court for the amount thiis satisfied; 
said overseer shall also report the same in his regular report to the com- 
missioners coiirts. 

But any person delinquent for poll taxes, summoned on the road 
under the provisions of this article, may satisfy said summons and 
be relieved from said duty by paying to the road commissioner the sum 
of three dollars, all of which shall go to the road fund to the credit of 
the commissioners precinct in which such person resides; and said road 
commissioner shall keep strict and accurate account of all money 
niceived, report the same to the commissioners courts, and pay over the 
same promptly to the county treasurer, who shall credit same to the 
special road fund, to be kept by him for such precinct. 

If any person, liable under the law to work upon the public roads 
shall wilfully fail or refuse to attend, either in person or by substitute, 
at the time and place designated by the road overseer of his district or 
precinct, after being legally summoned, or shall fail, on or before the 
day for which he is siimmoned to attend, to pay such overseer the sum of 
one dollar per day for each day he may have been notified to work on the 
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road, or having attended, shall fail to perform any duty required of him 
by law and such overseer, he shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, 
and on conviction, shall be fined in any sum not exceeding ten dollars. 

Sec. 10. Each road commissioner shall be entitled to two dollars per 
day for service actually performed, not to exceed seventy-five dollars in 
any one quarter, said per diem to be paid out of the road fund, when 
the account shall have been approved by the commissioners court; and 
the court shall not approve said account unless the commissioner present- 
ing it shall sign an aflS^avit to same, that the account is just, due and 
unpaid, and that the work was actiially performed by him, and that it 
was necessary to be done; and said account shall specify the number of 
days work by him, and the dates thereof, and no commissioner shall be 
entitled to pay as road commissioner while he is performing the duties 
of county commissioner and receiving pay therefor. 

COMMISSIONERS COURT. 

Sec. 11. The commissioners courts of Fayette, Uvalde and Frio 
counties shall have full power and authority, and it shall be their duty 
to adopt such system for working, laying out and draining and repairing 
the public roads in said counties as they may deem best, and from time 
to time said counties may change^ their plan and system for working the 
same. The commissioners courts of said counties shall have power to 
purchase such teams, tools and machinery as may be necessary for the 
working of their roads, or to hire all necessary road machinery, tools, 
implements, teams and labor or either, to grade, drain, build or repair 
the roads of such counties, and to niake all reasonable and necessary 
niles, orders and regulations not in conflict with law for laying out, 
working and otherwise improving the public roads, and to utilize the 
labor and the money expended thereon and to enforce the same. But no 
change in any road shall be made that lengthens the same, unless same 
be made to place the road on better ground. 

Sec. 12. The commissioners courts of said counties may make con- 
tracts for all supplies and materials to be used in feeding the hands and 
teams employed on the public roads and in the work of the same, and 
may provide the necessary tents for the same. 

Sec. 13. The commissioners court or road commissioners may accept 
donations of money, lands, labor and men, teams, tools, implements or 
machinery or any other kind of property or material to aid in building 
roads or bridges in the county or precinct, and the court may authorize 
any person to make a drain along any public road for the purpose of 
draining his land, and require the person draining his land to do such 
work under the direction of the road commissioner of the precinct. 

Sec. II. The commissioners courts shall see that the road and bridge 
funds of their respective counties is judiciously and equitably expended 
on the roads and bridges of the counties, and, as nearly as the conditions 
and necessity of the roads will permit, it shall be expended in each jus- 
tice's precinct in proportion to the amount collected in such precinct; 
and in expending money in building permanent roads the money shall 
first be used only on first or second class roads. 

Sec. 15. The commissioners courts of said counties shall have power 
and authority to build or construct, or cause to be built or constructed. 
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in their respective counties, lasting or permanent county roads and 
bridges of some permane^t or durable material, to be selected and agreed 
upon by said commissioners courts, and may also construct drains and 
ditches to carry oft* the water from such road or roads and from lands 
adjacent thereto, whenever same can be done, and may take and condemn 
any land or lands necessary for the purpose of constructing roads or 
drains, and it may authorize the road commissioners, overseers or con- 
tractor to enter upon and take from any land adjacent to any public 
road, earth, gravel, stone or other material necessary for the construc- 
tion, repair, grading or improvement of such roads or drains under its 
general powers of eminent domain. 

Sec. 16. Whenever the said courts shall deem it necessary or expe- 
dient to build or construct permanent roads and bridges or either, they 
may order such roads and bridges to be surveyed and laid out and proper 
profiles and estimates thereof made by a competent civil engineer, the 
county surveyor, or other competent person, to be employed by the county 
for that purpose, and constructed under the supervision of the road 
commissioner and a civil engineer or county surveyor or other competent 
person. 

Sec. 17. Whenever it shall be necessary to occupy any land for the 
purpose of opening, widening, straightening, grading, making embank- 
ments, filling or draining any road or part thereof, if the owner of such 
land and the commissioners court cannot agree upon the damages to be 
paid, the county may proceed to condemn the same in the same manner 
that a railroad company, under the law now existing or hereafter passed, 
may condemn land for right of way, and the same proceedings may be 
had and the same rights shall exist to each party as would exist if the 
proceedings were by a railroad company, except that the county shall in 
no case be required to give bond; provided, that nothing contained in 
this section shall be held to repeal the provisions of the General Law 
relating to the opening of public roads by jury of view ; this section shall 
be held to be cumulative thereof, and the commissioners courts of Fay- 
ette, Uvalde and Frio counties may act under such General Law or the 
provisions of this section at their option in such case. 
• Sec. 18. The commissioners courts of said counties may require all 
county convicts, not otherwise employed, to labor upon the public roads 
of such counties, under such regulations as they may prescribe for the 
working of such convicts within the limits of said counties, and each 
convict so worked shall receive a credit of fifty cents on his fine and cost^ 
for each day he may labor. Such courts may provide such reasonable 
regulations and punishments as may be necessary to require such con- 
vict to labor; but no convict shall be required to labor on Sunday. Said 
courts may provide such reasonable remedies necessary to prev^ent a 
convict from escaping, and may provide necessary houses, prisons, pro- 
visions, clothing, bedding, food, medicine and medical attention for tho 
convicts, and guards for the safe keeping of the convicts ; and may pro- 
vide a reward, not to exceed ten dollars, to be paid out of the road fund, 
for the recapture and delivery of any escaped convict, to be paid to any 
person, other than the guard or person in charge of such convict at the 
time of his escape, which reward shall be added to said convict's fine 
and costs, and he shall be required to work out the same. 

Said courts shall, at a regular t<3rm, allow to the officers and witnesses 
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so much of the amount of their costs for the arrest and conviction of 
siiid convicts due them, and adjudged against said convicts as have been 
Avorked out at fifty cents per day, as is provided for in Article 3742, 
Eevised Civil Statutes of 1895. The said amount shall be paid out of 
the road fund upon the order of the court, when said fine and costs have 
been worked out as provided in this section; provided, that this act 
shall not be construed so as to relieve any convict from payment of all 
costs for which he would be liable under the General Laws of this State. 

Sec. 19. Whenever a special tax for the maintenance of the public 
roads is levied and collected, as provided for in S^ection 9, of Article 8, 
of the Constitution, or otherwise, the commissioners courts of said coun- 
ties shall not be compelled to reqiiire persons subject to road duty to 
woxk on the roads, as prescribed in existing General Laws, but said 
courts may cause said roads to be worked wholly by taxation, or by tax- 
ation in connection with road service, as such courts may deem best. 
And the said courts shall have authority to employ such labor as may 
be necessary to work the public roads of the counties, to be paid for out 
of the road fund ; such labor shall be under the control of the road com- 
mi.«sioner of the precinct in which the road is located; provided, that no 
contract shall be made that will necessarily extend beyond the term of 
office of commissioners making such contract. 

Sec. 20. The commissioners courts of said counties may, when 
deemed best, construct, grade, gravel, drain, or otherwise improve any 
road or bridge by contract. In such case said courts or the county 
judges may advertise, in such manner as the courts may determine, for 
bids to do such work, and the contract shall be awarded to the lowest 
responsible bidder, who shall enter into bond in such amount as said 
courts may determine, with good and sufficient sureties, payable to the 
counly judges and their successors in office, for the faithful compliance 
with such contract, but said courts shall have the right to reject any and 
all bids. 

Sec. 21. Whenever the commissioners courts of said counties may 
deem best to build or construct, or cause to be built or constructed, last- 
ing or permanent roads in the counties, or grade, gravel or otherwise 
improve such road, by contract or otherwise, and find it necessary to 
widen the road or to make as straight a road as is practicable, said 
courts shall have power and may employ a competent surveyor, who 
shall be an engineer, to make a proper survey of such road or so much 
thereof as said courts may deem necessary to be built, constructed or 
otherwise improved, together with the frontage of each tract of land 
abutting on said road. 

Sec. 22. The surveyor shall, as soon as practicable after his employ- 
ment, proceed to make an accurate survey and system of levels of the 
necessary grade line of said road, and shall cause substantial stakes or 
monuments to be placed along said lines at intervals of one hundred 
feet, together with such intermediate stakes as may be necessary, num- 
bered progressively, and shall establish permanent marks along said 
lines at intervals of one mile or less, as may be necessary, and establish 
by stake or monument of different character and appearance from all 
other stakes and monuments, the highest point upon said road between 
natural water courses crossed by said road; said surveyor shall also meas- 
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ure and establish by suitable marks the frontage of each tract of land 
abutting on said road, and ascertain and give the name of each owner 
thereof, and if there be a natural waterway adjacent to the line of said 
road and the same is necessary to be utilized as an outlet to lead the water 
at any point from said road and its ditches, the surveyor shall measure 
the distance to same, and run the line of levels thereto at the nearest 
practicable point on said road and ditch, lie shall prepare a map show- 
ing the location of said road, together with the positions of sUkes or 
monuments with numbers corresponding with those on the ground and 
the position of marks* with the elevations referred to. Said map shall 
also show the lines and distances of the frontage of adjacent land and 
the name of the owner and the course and distances to any adjacent water 
course, together with a profile of the line of the road, which shall show 
the assuming datum, the natural grade line of the road and the proposed 
grade line of the road, not to rise or fall in lineal couirse more than 
fifteen inches to the sixteen and one-half feet ; and the said map, or the 
explanation of the same, shall, in tabular form, give the height of grade, 
width at bottom and width at top, and at each 100 feet stake or monu- 
ment upon the following basis or datum: For first class roads entire 
width to be 60 feet, grade 20 feet wide at bottom; second class roads to 
be 50 feet wide, grade 16 feet at bottom; third class. roads thirty feet 
wide, grade fifteen feet wide at bottom. Said map or explanation to the 
same shall show the total number of yards to oe excavated, and the 
number of yards to fill, and an estimate of the cost of each portion of the 
road lying between each 500 feet stake or monument, together with an 
estimate of the total cost of the whole work for said road and the proper 
drainage; and the surveyor shall, as soon as the survey is completed, 
prepare and file, together with his report and map as herein provided 
for, specifications in detail for the execution of the same, together with 
the statement of the locality of all necessary culverts or drainage and 
the dimensions and character of material required therefor. The sur- 
vey report map, explanations, specifications and estimates herein provided 
for shall be filed by the surveyor with the clerk of the commissioners 
courts as soon after his employment as may be practicable, having in view 
an accurate and complete report upon the physical conditions to be met 
with in the construction of said road or section thereof. 

Sec. 23. At any regular, called or special session of the commis- 
sioners court, after the filing of the surveyor's report, map, explanation, 
specifications and estimate of the surveyor, provided for in this act, it 
shall appear to the courts from such a report, that it be necessary to 
occupy any lands adjacent to the road surveyed for the purpose of open- 
ing, widening, straightening, grading and draining, or either, any such 
road or any part thereof, if the owner of such land and the county cannot 
agree upon the damages, if any, to be paid, the county may proceed to 
condemn the same as herein provided for in Section 17 of this act, or 
the owner may appoint ^-^^ freeholders of the county, not interested 
directly in the construction of the proposed work as a land owner adja- 
cent to or abutting on said road, and not kin to any of the parties so 
directly interested therein, who shall constitute a jury of view, who shall 
meet at a time and place to be specified by said court in the order 
appointing them and the clerk of the court shall thereupon issue to each 
of the said jury of view a copy of the order of court and a precept to the 
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sherifE to serve the same upon the jurors, within ten days after such 
order was made, and the sheriff receiving such copies shall serve the same 
upon the jurors by delivering to each of them in person a copy of the 
order provided for, or by leaving such copy at the usual place of abode 
of such juror within ten days after the sheriff receives said copies, and 
he shall make his return to the clerk on the precept, stating the date and 
manner of service, or, if service has not been made, stating the cause of 
liis failure to make same ; and any juror, summoned as such, who shall 
fail or refuse to perform the services required of him by law as such 
juror shall forfeit and pay for every such failure the sum of ten dollars, 
to be recovered by judgment upon suit of the county attorney in the 
name of the county, in any court of competent jurisdiction of the county 
in which such defaulter may reside. 

Sec. 24. The jury of view shall proceed, with the road commissioner 
of the precinct where the surveyed road is located, who shall take with- 
him the original report, map, explanation, specifications and estimate 
of the surveyor, for the use of the jury, at the tiftie and place specified 
in the order of the court appointing them, after notice has been given 
to each abutting land owner as hereinafter provided, and after having 
taken the following oath before any officer authorized to administer the 
same, towit : "I do solemnly swear that I am not directly interested in 
the construction of the proposed road, or any lands abutting on the same, 
and that 1 will assess the damages to land owners, if any there be, 
according to law, without bias or prejudice, malice or hatred, to the 
best of my knowledge and ability, so help nie God." And after viewing 
the road and abutting lands surveyed by the engineer, and after hearing 
all protests, claims and remonstrances offered and presented, taking into 
consideration the relative amount of benefit derived by said land from 
the construction of such road, and they shall assess the amount of dam- 
ages or compensation due to each land owner, if any, for land to be 
taken, necessary to be occupied for the purpose of opening, widening, 
straightening, grading and draining, or either, any such road or any 
part thereof, or through whose land any lateral ditch or drain is or may 
be constructed under the order of appointment, necessary to drain the 
road; which damages or compensation assessed, if any, shall first be 
ordered to be paid by the county, out of the road fund of the county, and 
the treasurer shall have paid the same, or secured its payment by special 
deposit of the amount in his office, subject to the order of such owner, 
and shall notify such owner by mail or otherwise of such deposit. 

Sec. 25. The road commissioner shall issue a notice in writing to 
the land owner of each abutting tract of land along said road a part of 
whose land is sought to be taken for the road, and to each land owner 
through whose land a ditch or drain for the road is sought to be made, 
or to his or their agent or attorney, of the time and place when the jury 
will assess the damages incidental to the taking of the land or construc- 
tion of a ditch for the road, which notice shall be served by any person 
competent to testify, or through mail by registered letter, upon such 
owner, his agent or attorney at least five days before the day named 
therein. If such owner is a non-resident and his address is known, and 
has no agent or attorney in the county, the notice shall be given by reg- 
istered letter throuigh the mail ten days prior, and if his residiBnce or 
address is unknown, by publication for four weeks in a newspaper pub- 
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lished in the county, prior to the date named for the meeting of the jury 
of view. The cost of such registered mail notice and such publication 
shall be paid by the county, on an order of the court, and proper returns 
of said notice showing how same has been served shall be filed with the 
report of the jury of View. 

Sec. 26. Any person whose land may be affected by such road and 
its lateral drain ditches, if any, may at any time stated in, such notice or 
previously thereto present to the jury a statement in writing of any 
objections to or dissatisfaction therewith, and any claim for damages 
which he may have sustained by the reason of the taking of his land for 
road purposes and the making of lateral drain ditches, and a failure to 
make such objections or claims for damages or compensation in writing, 
as herein specified, shall be deemed a waiver of all claim or right thereto, 
all of which objection or claim shall be returned to the commissioners 
.court in connection with the report of the jury of view; provided, that 
any abutting land owner shall have the right also to appear before and 
be heard by the commissioners court on his protest or remonstrance or 
claim against the action of the jury of view. 

Sec. 27. The jury of view shall make a report to the commissioners 
court, as soon as practicable after their meeting, signed by at least three 
of said jury, and duly verified under oath, of their actions and findings 
in the manner, and shall return with their report the name of each land 
owner, the number of acres and the amount of damages assessed or com- 
pensation awarded for each land owner. The road commissioner shall 
carefully preserve from damage and duly return with the report of the 
jury of view the maps, profile, explanation, specifications and estimates 
of the surveyor, and all claims and objections presented by the land 
owners, and all notices and returns of service thereof on land owners, 
cgents and attorneys, and the same shall be filed with the clerk of the 
commissioners court and shall become a public record and be preserved 
as such, and the court shall act upon such report at the next regular 
teym, and approve or reject the same. 

Sec. 28. If the commissioners court shall approve of the report of 
the jury and order that such road and lateral ditches, if any, to be 
opened, they shall consider the assessment and damages by the jury and 
claimants statement thereof, and allow to such owner just damages or 
adequate compensation for the land taken, and when paid, or secured by 
deposit with the county treasurer to the credit of such land owner, they 
may proceed to have such road and lateral drain ditches, if any, opened 
and constructed, by contract or otherwise, as they deem best. 

If the land owner is not satisfied with the assessment by the commis- 
sioners court he may appeal therefrom as in cases of appeal from judg- 
ments of justices court, but such appeal shall not prevent the commis- 
sioners court from opening the road and drain ditches, if any, and 
improve the same, but shall be only to fix the amount of damages in con- 
troversy between the owner and the county, and if a greater amount of 
damages is obtained on appeal, the county shall pay the excess and the 
costs, but if no greater damages are obtained the party taking the appeal 
shall pay all costs. 

Sec. 2fl. The said jury of view shall each receive the sum of two 
dollars per day as compensation for their, services for each day so act- 
ually engaged; and said surveyor and engineer shall receive as compen- 
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sation such sum as may be allowed by the commissioners court, not to 
exceed five dollars per day. 

Sec. 30. In all cases where the*cost of material and labor exceed the 
sum of two hundred dollars, it shall be the duty of said court to con- 
struct, grade or gravel or otherwise improve any road or bridge by con- 
tract, the same to be advertised for as provided by said commissioners 
court. 

Sec. 31. At the regular or at any called term in November, 1901, 
and every two years thereafter at its November term, the commissioners 
court shall appoint overseers for each first, second and third class public 
road, or for each road precinct in the county, and to remove the same 
at any regular or called term in the year, when they prove inefficient or 
incapable upon the report of the road commissioner, and to appoint others 
in their places, and the court shal) also apportion all the able bodied 
male persons in the county, subject to road duty, to the several road 
overseers, and the hands shall, as near as practicable, be apportioned to 
work on the road or road precinct nearest to their place of abode. 

Sec. 32. The commissioners court may allow to any overseer who 
shall be engaged in the discharge of the duties of his office for more than 
five days during any one year, a compensation not to exceed one dollar 
and twenty-five cents per day, when such service is performed by him 
upon a written order or recommendation of his road commissioner ; and 
the court may allow to any owners who have been warned by an overseer 
of a public road upon the written order of the road commissioner to 
bring any teams and wagons, plows, scrapers or any road implements, 
for service on the roads, pay at the rate of one dollar and fifty cents per 
day for double teams, two dollars per day for double team and wagon, 
and one dollar and fifty cents per day for single team and wagon or 
cart. 

Sec. 33. In order that the intent and provisions of this bill may be 
carried out, and further, if it is found necessary, in order to raise the 
funds to meet the costs of this road system, the commissioners court of 
Fayette, Uvalde and Frio counties are hereby authorized, if in their 
judgment it becomes necessary, to assess and collect a tax on all prop- 
erty of the counties not to .exceed fifteen cents on the one hundred dol- 
lars valuation, this tax to be known as the road and bridge tax, and 
is to be applied only to the construction, grading, graveling, draining 
or otherwise improving any roads or bridges in the counties, and for 
no other purpose, and it is understood that all other funds that are 
now used for road and bridge purposes are to be continued as they are 
now used, and the tax specified and authorized by this section is to be 
considered supplemental thereto, and in no case shall the tax contem- 
plated added to any other road or bridge tax ever exceed the sum of 
fifteen cents on the one hundred dollars of taxable values for road and 
bridge purposes. 

^ Sec. 34. As this act contemplates a system of good roads for Fayette, 
Uvalde and Frio counties, which will necessarily take a number of years 
to complete, nothing in this act is to be construed to prevent the assess- 
ment and collection of road and bridge taxes not to exceed fifteen cents 
per one hundred dollars of taxable values in these counties when an 
election for that purpose has been held according to law, as provided for 
in Section 9, Article 8, of the Constitution, in these counties. 
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ROAD OVERSEER AND ROAD HANDS. 

Se(;. ob. All male persons between the ages of twenty-one and fifty 
years shall be liable, and it is hereby made their duty, when appointed 
to serve as overseers, and to work on, repair, clean out and perform such 
labor on the public roads, under provisions of the General Law on roads 
and bridges of the State and of this act, except invalids, members of 
any company of volunteer guards organized under provisions of the title 
"militia^^ and the members of all volunteer fire companies in the active 
discharge of their duties as firemen, who shall be exempt; and no person 
shall be compelled to serve as overseer or to work on a road who has not 
been residing in the county in which he is summoned to work for the 
space of fifteen days immediately preceding such summons. 

Sec. 36. All persons Tiable to road duty in the counties of Fayette, 
Uvalde and Frio shall be compelled to serve as overseer or to work on 
any public road or roads five days in each year and not less than five 
days in each year, but no person shall be compelled to work outside of 
his road precinct. 

Sec. 37. The term "road,*^ as used in this act, includes roadbed, 
ditches, drains, bridges, culverts, and every part of such road, and the 
term "work" and ^'working^^ include the opening and laying out of new 
roads, widening, constructing, draining, repairing and everything else 
that may be done in and about any road. 

Sec. 38. Any able bodied male person residing in these counties and 
subject to road duty may, by paying the sum of three dollars to the road 
commissioner of his precinct, who shall give his receipt for same, 
expressing that it is in lieu of road service for that year, and who exhibits 
such receipt to the overseer of the precinct or to the person working 
him, such receipt will be sufficient excuse when shown to the overseer 
or person working him to work the road, the overseer making a note of 
such receipt and returning same in his report to the commissioners 
court. No hand is to be excused from service on the road for a term of 
five days in each year for any temporary sickness or disability, but each 
one must work at least five days in each year, and in case of removal 
from one section to another of the county, the road overseer shall, upon 
request of such road hand, give him a certificate showing the number 
of days he has actually worked during the year, and such hand will be 
due the remainder of the time to the county wherever he may reside in 
it, and he must be required to work his full time out, unless excused in 
accordance with this act. 

Sec. 39. It shall be the duty of the hands after being warned by a 
proper person, as now provided for under the General Laws of the State 
in regard to roads and bridges, to promptly appear at the place and at 
the time warned to appear and report to the overseer of the road, and to 
obey the orders of the overseer or road commissioner, and proceed to 
work under their directions; and shall bring with him an axe, grub-hoe, 
mattock, shovel, crow-bar or such other tool as the overseer may direct, 
or such as he may have suitable for road work. 

Sec. 40. Any road overseer who shall have been entrusted with any 
teams, tools, implements or machinery belonging to the county necessary 
in working the road in his precinct shall be liable for any damages that 
may occur to the same while in his possession, caused by his negligence 
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or want of due care of same, and he shall not use or permit the same to 
be used for private purposes whatever, and it shall be his duty, .when he 
has finished work on his road, to return to the road commissioner of his 
precinct all teams, tools, implements or machinery received from him 
c'liid take up receipt given therefor. 

Sec. 41. Every overseer of the said counties shall cause the road or 
roads in his precinct to be worked- at least five days in each year. 

Sec. i2. Each overseer shall report in writing and under oath to the 
commissioners courts of these counties at the November regular term 
thereof in each year, giving the number of hands and their names, and 
the names of the farms or places from which he got the hands in hie 
precinct liable to work on the roads, the number of days he has caused 
his road to be worked; the condition of such road and bridges, culverts 
and drains; number of proper mile posts set up, all sign boards put up 
at forks or crossings of his road with others; the amount of funds 
received by him for his road, and from whom received and for what pur- 
pose, and to whom and for what purpose paid out or expended; and the 
amount, if any, of funds that remain in his hands ; and he shall pay over 
to the road commissioners any such funds which may remain in his 
hands, take receipt therefor and to state in his report ; also what plows, 
scrapers, implements, machinery or other tools belonging to the county 
are in his possession and where they are located, and he shall make a like 
report to the road commissioner of his precinct on the first Monday in 
February, May, August and November of each year, and such other 
reports as such road commissioner may require from time to time, that 
are reasonable and necessary to subserve the interest of the county. 

Sec. 43. This law shall be cumulative of all other laws on the sub- 
ject of roads and bridges not in conflict herewith, and when otherwise 
provided herein such general laws shall apply; but in case of conflict 
with other general laws the provisions of this act shall govern so far as 
concerns Fayette, Uvalde and Frio counties, * and an act passed at the 

regular session of the Twenty-second Legislature, day of , 

1891, Chapter 54, Acts 1891, providing a special law for Grayson, Dallas, 
Galveston, Brown, Comanche, Mills, Fannin, Travis, Hunt, Kaufman 
and Fayette counties is hereby repealed as to Fayette county ; and this 
act shall be taken notice of by all courts in the same manner as the Gen- 
eral Laws of this State. 

Sec. 44. The great necessity for this law, there being no law exist- 
ing upon the subject that is sufficient to enable the people of these coun- 
ties to improve and construct the roads and bridges as they should be, 
creates a public necessity and emergency requiring that the rule that 
bills be read on three several days in each house be suspemied, and the 
same is hereby suspended, and that this act take effect and be in force 
from and after its passage, and it is so enacted. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
House of Representatives, no vote given ; and was reported to the Senate, 
where it was amended and passed by two-thirds vote, yeas 23, nays Oj 
, House concurred in Senate amendments, no vote given.] 

[XoTE. — The foregoing act was presented to the Governor of Texas 
for his approval on the 1st day of April, A. D. 3901, but was not signed 
^y him nor returned to the house in which it originated, with his. objec- 
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tions thereto, within the time prescribed by the Constitution, and there- 
upon became a law without his signature. — Geo. T. Keeble, Chief 
Clerk, Acting Secretary of State.] 

Takes effect 90 days after adjournment. 



HOUSTON COUNTY— EOAD SYSTEM. 
H. B. No. 375.] Chapter L. 

An Act to create a more efficient road system for Hoaston county, Texas, and 
making the county commissioners of said county ex-officio road commissioners, 
and prescribing their duties as such, and providing for their compensation as 
such road commissioners; and providing for working of county convicts upon 
the public roads of said county, and providing for a reward to be offered for 
the recapture of an escaped county convict, and taxing said reward and aU 
actual costs of capture and delivery of said convict against said convict, and 
providing for a penalty for the escape of a county convictjj and providing 
for the employment of surveyor or engineer; and providing the amount 
of compensation to be allowed to road hands for teams, plows, scrapers 
and wagons; and providing for the condemnation of land for public road pur- 
poses; providing for the working of delinquent poll taxpayers residing in 
cities and towns as well as in 'the country on the roads, and relieving ttiem 
from the performance of said work by the payment of the sum of two dollars; 
providing for the ages of male persons liable to serve as overseers and to work 
on the public roads of the county; providing for a special road and bridge tax 
to be levied for Houston county; and providing further, making this law 
cumulative of the general laws, and in case of a conflict this act to govern 
as to Houston county, Texas. 

Section 1. Be it enacted hy the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
That the members of the commissioners court of Houston county shall be 
ex-officio road commissioners of their respective precincts, and under the 
direction of the commissioners court shall have charge of all the teams, 
tools, machinery and appliances belonging to the county and placed in 
their hands by the said court; and it shall be their duty, under such rules 
and regulations as the commissioners court shall prescribe, to superin- 
tend the laying out of new roads, or changing of established roads, and 
the building or repairing of bridges, the working, laying out, draining, 
building and repairing of public roads, the control over all road over- 
seers, and such other matters pertaining to public roads and bridges in 
their respective precincts as the commissioners court may require. 

Sec. 2. Each of said commissioners shall, before entering upon the 
duties of his office, execute a bond of one thousand dollars, with two or 
more good and sufficient sureties, payable to the county judge of said 
county and his successors in office, for the use and benefit of the road 
and bridge fund, conditioned that he will perform all the duties required 
of him by law, or by the commissioners court, and that he will properly 
account for all money or property belonging to the county and that may 
come into his possession. 

Sec. 3. It shall be the duty of the road commissioner to inform him- 
self of the condition of the public roads and bridges in his precinct, and; 
he shall determine what character of work shall be done upon said roads* 
or bridges, and shall direct the manner of grading, draining or other- 
wise improving the roads, or repairing bridges, which directions shall be 
observed and obeyed by all road overseers and employes of his precinct. 
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Sec. 4. Each road commissioner shall have control over all road over- 
seers in his precinct, and shall deliver to each of them all teams, tools 
and machinery necessary in working the road in the said overseer^s road 
district, so far as he has been supplied therewith by the commissioners 
court, taking the receipt of said overseer therefor, specifying each item 
and giving its value, which receipt shall be a full answer of Qie liability 
of the commissioner, and shall fix the liability of the overseer, and any 
commissioner or overseer who shall have been entrusted with any team, 
tool or machinery belonging to said county shall be liable for any dam- 
ages that may occur to same while in his possession, caused by his 
negligence or misconduct. 

Sec. 5. Each road commissioner shall take charge of all teams, 
machinery, tools and implements placed under his control by the com- 
missioners court, and execute his receipt therefor, which shall be filed 
with the county clerk, and he shall be responsible for the safe keeping of 
all such teams, machinery, tools and implements, and the proper 
expenditure of any money belonging to the road or bridge fund that may 
come into his hands by donation, or so far as he has been supplied there- 
with by the conmiissioners court, and upon the expiration of his term 
of office, or in case of his resignation or removal, he shall deliver all 
such property and money to his successor, or such other person as the 
commissioners court may direct. 

Sec. 6. Each road commissioner shall see that all the roads and 
bridges in his precinct are kept in good repair, and he may, under the 
directions of the commissioners court, inaugurate and carry out a system 
of working, grading and draining the public roads in his precinct. He 
shall have the general supervision over all the county convicts worked on 
roads in his precinct, but this shall not prevent the commissioners court 
from employing some other person to watch and manage such convicts 
and direct the work to be done by them. 

Sec. 7. Each road commissioner may require -each road overseer in 
his precinct to call out the hands in such numbers as may be sufficient 
to perform the work, and require overseers to work all the hands in 
theij- particular district, for the term of five days in each year, and shall 
see to it that overseers measure their roads, set up mile posts, place 
proper index boards and replace mile posts and index boards as required 
by law. 

Sec. 8. Each road commissioner shall keep an accurate account of 
all moneys received by him on account of the road fund or bridge fund, 
and shall make a report under oath to the commissioners court at each , 
regular term thereof, showing an itemized account of all moneys belong- • 
ing to the road or bridge fund he has received, from whom or what 
source received, and what disposition he has made of the same; the con- 
dition of all roads, bridges and culverts in his precinct; what, if any, 
new roads, and kind, should be opened or discontinued ; and what, if any, 
(bridges, culverts or other improvements are necessary to place the roads 
m his precinct in good condition, and the probable cost of such improve- 
nient; the name of every overseer who has failed to work the road or in 
any way neglected to perform his duty, and such other matters as the 
court may desire information upon ; and shall make such other report 
at such times as the court may require. 

Sec. 9. Each road commissioner shall obtain from the tax collector 
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of his county, after the first day of February and before the first of 
March of each year, a full list of the delinquent poll taxpayers of his 
precinct for the previous year, and the persons in said list as delinquent 
poll taxpayers shall be subject to road duty for the period of two days 
during such year, and they shall be summoned as in other cases to work 
the road in the road district or precinct in which such person may 
reside; and the performance of the road service provided for in this 
article shall not exonerate the persons from any other road duty to 
which the person performing the same may be subject, but this shall be 
taken as cumulative; and all person? so appearing on said list who are 
delinquent poll taxpayers and residing in incorporated cities and town? 
in the county shall also be subject to road duty for the period of two 
days during such year, and they shall be apportioned among the over- 
seers in charge of roads leading out of such city or town in which they 
reside, as the road commissioner may deem best, to be summoned by such 
overseers as in other cases to work the roads in the road precinct to 
which they are assigned. 

It shall be the duty of the road overseer, whenever any defaulting poll 
taxpayer shall have discharged the poll tax by labor, to report the same 
to the road commissioner, who in turn reports the same to the commis- 
sioners court, to be credited to the party on the delinquent tax rolls 
returned by the tax collector to the court for the amount thus satisfied; 
said overseer shall also report the same in his regular report to the com- 
missioners court. 

But any person delinquent for poll taxes summoned on the road under 
the provisions of this article may satisfy said summons and be relieved 
froni said duty by paying to the road commissioner the sum of two dol- 
lars, all of which shall go to the road fund to the credit of the commis- 
sioners precinct in which such person resides; and said road commis- 
sioner shall keep strict and accurate account of all such money received, 
report same to the commissioners court, and pay over the same promptly 
to the county treasurer, who shall credit same to the special road fund, 
to be kept by him for such precinct. 

Tf any person liable under the law to work upon the public roads shall 
wilfully fail or refuse to attend, either in person or by substitute, at the 
time and place designated by the road overseer of his district or pre- 
cinct, after being legally summoned, or shall fail, on or before the day 
for which he is summoned to attend, to pay to such overseer the sum 
of one dollar per day for each day he may have been notified to work on 
, the road, or having attended shall fail to perform any duty required of 
•him by law and such overseer, he shall be deemed guilty of a misde- 
meanor, and on conviction shall be fined in any sum not exceeding ten 
dollars. 

Sec. 10. Each road commissioner shall be entitled to two dollars per 
day for services actually performed, not to exceed seventy-five dollars in 
any one quarter, said per diem to be paid out of the road fund when the 
account shall have been approved by the commissioners court; and the 
court shall not approve said account unless the commissioner presenting 
it shall sign an affidavit to same that the account is just, due and unpaid, 
and that the work was actually performed by him, and that it was neces- 
sary to be done ; and said account shall specify the number of days work 
performed by him, and the dates thereof, and no commissioner shall be 
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entitled to pay as road commissioner while he is performing the duties of 
county commissioner and receiving pay therefor. 

COMMISSIONERS COUET. 

Sec. 11. The commissioners court of Houston county shall have full 
power and authority, and it shall be its duty, to adopt such system for 
working, laying out and draining and repairing the public roads in said 
county as it may deem best, and from time to time said county may 
change its plan and system for working the same. The commissioners 
court of said county shall have power to purchase such teams, tools and 
machinery as may be necessary for the working of its roads, or to hire 
all necessary road machinery, tools, implements, teams and labor, or 
either, to grade, drain, build or repair the roads of such county, and to 
make all reasonable and necessary rules, orders and regulations not in 
conflict with law for laying out, working and otherwise improving the 
public roads, and to utilize the labor and money expended thereon and 
to enforce the same. But no change in any road shall be made that 
lengthens the same unless same be made to place the road on better 
ground. 

Sec. 12. The commissioners court of said county may make con- 
tracts for all supplies and materials to be used in feeding the hands and 
teams employed on the public roads and in the work of the same, and 
may provide the necessary tents for the same. 

Sec. 13. The commissioners court or road commissioner may accept 
donations of money, lands, labor and men, teams, tools, implements or 
machinery or any other kind of property or material to aid in building 
roads or bridges in the county or precinct, and the court may authorize 
any person to make a drain along any public road for the purpose of 
draining his lands, and require the persom draining his land to do such 
work under the direction of the road commissioner of the precinct. 

Sec. 14. The commissioners court shall see that the road and the 
bridge funds of their county is judiciously and equitably expended on 
the roads and bridges of the county, and, as nearly as the conditions and 
necessity of ihe roads will permit it shall be expended in each justice^s 
precinct in proportion to the amount collected in such precinct; and in 
expending money in building permanent roads the money shall first be 
Uted only on first or second class roads. 

Sec. 15. The commissioners court of said county shall have power 
and authority to build or construct, or cause to be built or constructed, 
in the county lasting or permanent county roads and bridges of some 
permanent or durable material, to be selected and agreed upon by said 
commissioners court, and may also construct drains or ditches to carry 
off the water from such road or roads and from lands adjacent thereto 
whenever and wherever same can be done, and may take and condemn 
any land or lands necessary for the purpose of constructing roads or 
drains, and it may authorize the road commissioners, overseer or con- 
tractor to enter upon and take from any land adjacent to any public 
road earth, gravel, stone or other material necessary for the construction, 
repair, grading or improvement of such road or drains under its general 
powers of eminent domain. 
Sec. 16. Whenever the said court shall deem it necessary or expe- 
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dient to build or construct permanent roads and bridges, or either, they 
may order such roads and bridges to be surveyed and laid out and 
proper profiles and estimates made by a competent civil engineer, the 
county surveyor, or other competent person, to be employed by the county 
for that purpose, and constructed under the supervision of the road com- 
missioner and a civil engineer or county surveyor or other competent 
person. 

Sec. ]?. Whenever it shall be necessary to occupy any land for the 
purpose of opening, widening, straightening, grading, making embank- 
ments, filling or draining any road or part thereof, if the owner of such 
land and the commissioners court cannot agree upon the damages to be 
paid, the county may proceed to condemn the same in the same manner 
that a railroad company, imder the law now existing, and hereafter passed, 
may condemn land for right of way; and the same proceedings may be 
liad and the and the same rights shall exist to each party as would exist 
if the proceedings were by a railroad company, except that the county 
shall in no case be required to give bond; provided, that nothing con- 
tained in this section shall be held to repeal the provisions of the gen- 
eral law relating to the opening of public roads by jury of view; this 
section shall be held to be cumulative thereof, and the commissioners 
court of Houston county may act under the general law or the provisions 
of this section at their option in such case. 

Sp:c. 18. The commissioners court of said county may require all 
county convicts, not otherwise employed, to labor upon the public roads 
of such county, under such regulations as they may prescribe for the 
working of such convicts within the limits of said county, and each con- 
vict so worked shall receive a credit of fifty cents on his fine and costs 
for each day he may so labor. Such court may provide such reasonable 
regulations and pimishment as may be necessary to require such convicts 
to labor; but no convict shall be required to labor on Sunday. Said 
court may provide such reasonable remedies necessary to prevent a con- 
vict from escaping, and may provide the necessary houses, prisons, pro- 
visions, clothing, bedding, food, medicines and medical attention for the 
convicts, and guards for the safe keeping of the convicts ; and may pro- 
vide a reward, not to exceed ten dollars, to be paid out of the road fund, 
for the recapture and delivery of any escaped convict, to be paid to any 
person other than .the guard or person in charge of such convict at the 
time of his escape, which reward shall be added to said convict's fine and 
costs, and he be required to work out the same. 

Said court shall, at a regular term, allow to the officers and witnesses 
so much of the amount of their costs for the arrest and conviction of 
said convicts due them and adjudged against such convicts as has been 
worked out at fifty cents per day, as is provided for in Article 3742, 
Kevised Civil Statutes of 1895. The said amount shall be paid out of 
the road fund upon the order of the court when said fine and costs have 
been worked out as provided in this section ; provided, that this act shall 
not be construed so as to relieve any convict from payment of all cost& 
for which he would be liable under the General Laws of this State. 

Sec. 19. Whenever a special tax for the maintenance of the public 
roads is levied and collected, as provided for in Section 9, of Article 8. 
of the Constitution, or otherwise, the commissioners court of said county 
shall not be compelled to require persons subject to road duty to work 
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ou the roads, as prescribed in existing general laws, but said court may 
cause said roads to be worked wholl}^ by taxation, or by taxation in con- 
nection with road service, as such court may deem best. And the said 
cmirt shall liave authority to employ such labor as may be necessary to 
work the public roads of the county, to be paid for out of the road fund; 
such labor shall be under the control of the road commissioner of the 
precinct in which the road is located; provided, that no contract shall be 
made that will reasonably extend beyond the term of office of commis- 
sioners making such contract. 

Sec. 20. The commissioners court of said county may, when deemed 
best, construct, grade, gravel, drain or otherwise improve any road or 
bridge by contract, in such case said court or the county judge may 
advertise, in such manner as said court may determine, for bids to do 
such work, and the contract shall be awarded to the lowest responsible 
bidder, who shall enter into bond in such amount as said court may 
determine, with good and sufficient sureties, payable to the county judge 
and his successors in office, for the faithful compliance with such con- 
tract; but said court shall have the right to reject any and all bids. 

Sec. 21. Whenever the commissioners court of said county may deem 
best to build or construct, or cause to be built or constructed, lasting or 
permanent roads in the. county, or grade, gravel or otherwise improve 
such road, by contract or otherwise, and they find it necessary to widen 
the road or to make as straight a road as is practicable, said court shall 
have power and may employ a competent surveyor, who shall be an engi- 
neer, to make a proper survey of such road or so much thereof as said 
court may deem necessary to be built, constructed or otherwise improved, 
together with the frontage of each tract of land abutting on said road. 
Sec. 22. The surveyor shall, as soon as practicable after his employ- 
ment, proceed to make an accurate survey and system of levels of the 
necessary grade line of said road, and shall cause substantial stakes or 
monuments to be placed along said lines at intervals of one hundred 
feet, together with such intermediate stakes as may be necessary, num- 
bered progressiviely, and shall establish permanent marks along said 
lines at intervals of one mile or less, as may be necessary, and establish 
by stakes or monuments of a different character and appearance from all 
other stakes and monuments the highest point upon said road between 
natural water courses crossed by the road ; said surveyor shall also meas- 
ure and establish by suitable marks the frontage of each tract of land 
abutting on said road, and ascertain and give the name of each owner 
thereof, and if there' be a natural waterway adjacent to the line of said 
road and the same is necessary to be utilized as an outlet to lead the 
water at any point from said road and its ditches, the surveyor shall 
measure the distance to same, and run the line of levels thereto at the 
nearest practicable point on said road and ditch. He shall prepare a 
map showing the location of said road,, together with the position of 
stakes or monuments with numbers corresponding with those on the 
ground and the position of marks, with the elevations referred to. Said 
map shall also show the lines and distance of frontage of adjacent land 
and name of the owner, and the course and distance to any adjacent 
^vater course, together with a profile of the line of the road, which shall 
show the assumed datum, the natural grade line of the road and the pro- 
jwsed grade line of the road, not to rise or fall in lineal course more than 
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dient to build or construct permanent roads and bridges, or either, they 
may order such roads and bridges to be surveyed and laid out and 
proper profiles and estimates made by a competent civil engineer, the 
county surveyor, or other competent person, to be employed by the county 
for that purpose, and constructed under the supervision of the road com- 
missioner and a civil engineer or county surveyor or other competent 
person. 

Sec. 17. Whenever it shall be necessary to occupy any land for the 
purpose of opening, widening, straightening, grading, making embank- 
ments, filling or draining any road or part thereof, if the owner of such 
land and the commissioners court cannot agree upon the damages to be 
paid, the county may proceed to condemn tifie same in the same manner 
that a railroad company, under the law now existing, and hereafter passed, 
may condemn land for right of way; and the same proceedings may be 
had and the and the same rights shall exist to each party as would exist 
if the proceedings were by a railroad company, except that the county 
shall in no case be required to give bond; provided, that nothing con- 
tained in this section shall be held to repeal the provisions of the gen- 
eral law relating to the opening of public roads by jury of view; this 
section shall be held to be cumulative thereof, and the commissioners 
court of Houston county may act under the general law or the provisions 
of this section at their option in such case. 

Sec. 18. The commissioners court of said county may require all 
county convicts, not otherwise employed, to labor upon the public roads 
of such county, under such regulations as they may prescribe for the 
working of such convicts within the limits of said county, and each con- 
vict so worked shall receive a credit of fifty cents on his fine and costs 
for each day he may so labor. Such court may provide such reasonable 
regulations and punishment as may be necessary to require such convicts 
to labor; but no convict shall be required to labor on Sunday. Said 
court may provide such reasonable remedies necessary to prevent a con- 
vict from escaping, and may provide the necessary houses, prisons, pro- 
visions, clothing, bedding, food, medicines and medical attention for the 
convicts, and guards for the safe keeping of the convicts ; and may pro- 
vide a reward, not to exceed ten dollars, to be paid out of the road fund, 
for the recapture and delivery of any escaped convict, to be paid to any 
person other than .the guard or person in charge of such convict at the 
time of his escape, which reward shall be added to said convict^s fine and 
costs, and he be required to work out the same. 

Said court shall, at a regular term, allow to the officers and witnesses 
so much of the amount of their costs for the arrest and conviction of 
said convicts due them and adjudged against such convicts as has been 
worked out at fifty cents per day, as is provided for in Article 3742, 
Eevised Civil Statutes of 1895. The said amount shall be paid out of 
the road fund upon the order of the court when said fine and costs have- 
been worked out as provided in this section ; provided, that this act shall 
not be construed so as to relieve any convict from payment of all costs- 
for which he would be liable under the General Laws of this State. 

Sec. 19. Whenever a special tax for the maintenance of the public 
roads is levied and collected, as provided for in Section 9, of Article %r 
of the Constitution, or otherwise, the commissioners court of said county 
shall not be compelled to require persons subject to road duty to work 
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on the roads, as prescribed in existing general laws, but said court may 
cause said roads to be worked wholly by taxation, or by taxation in con- 
nection with road service, as such court may deem best. And the said 
court shall liave authority to employ such labor as may be necessary to 
work the public roads of the county, to be paid for out of the road fund; 
such labor shall be under the coniiol of the road coDMuissioner of the 
precinct in which the road is located; provided, that no contract shall be 
made that will reasonably extend beyond the term of office of commis- 
sioners making such contract. 

Sec. 20. The commissioners court of said county may, when deemed 
best, construct, grade, gravel, drain or otherwise improve any road or 
bridge by contract, in such case said court or the county judge may 
advertise, in such manner as said court may determine, for bids to do 
such work, and the contract shall be awarded to the lowest responsible 
bidder, who shall enter into bond in such amount as said court may 
determine, with good and sufficient sureties, payable to the county judge 
and his successors in office, for the faithful compliance with such con- 
tract; but said court shall have the right to reject any and all bids. 

Sec. 21. Whenever the commissioners court of said county may deem 
best to build or construct, or cause to be built or constructed, lasting or 
permanent roads in the. county, or grade, gravel or otherwise improve 
such road, by contract or otherwise, and they find it necessary to widen 
the road or to make as straight a road as is practicable, said court shall 
have power and may employ a competent surveyor, who shall be an engi- 
neer, to make a proper survey of such road or so much thereof as said 
court may deem necessary to be built, constructed or otherwise improved, 
together with the frontage of each tract of land abutting on said road. 

Sec. 22. The surveyor shall, as soon as practicable after his employ- 
ment, proceed to make an accurate survey and system of levels of the 
necessary grade line of said road, and shall cause substantial stakes or 
monuments to be placed along said lines at intervals of one hundred 
feet, together with such intermediate stakes as may be necessary, num- 
bered progressiviely, and shall establish permanent marks along said 
lines at intervals of one mile or less, as may be necessary, and establish 
by stakes or monuments of a different character and appearance from all 
other stakes and monuments the highest point upon said road between 
natural water courses crossed by the road; said surveyor shall also meas- 
ure and establish by suitable marks the frontage of each tract of land 
abutting on said road, and ascertain and give the name of each owner 
thereof, and if there' be a natural waterway adjacent to the line of said 
road and the same is necessary to be utilized as an outlet to lead the 
water at any point from said road and its ditches, the surveyor shall 
measure the distance to same, and run the line of levels thereto at the 
nearest practicable point on said road and ditch. He shall prepare a 
map show^irig the location of said road,, together with the position of 
stakes or monuments with numbers corresponding with those on the 
ground and the position of marks, with the elevations referred to. Said 
map shall also show the lines and distance of frontage of adjacent land 
and name of the owner, and the course and distance to any adjacent 
\vater course, together with a profile of the line of the road, which shall 
show the assunied datum, the natural grade line of the road and the pro- 
l)osed grade line of the road, not to rise or fall in lineal course more than 
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fifteen inches to the sixteen and one-half feet; and the said map, or the 
explanation to the same, shall, in tabular form, give the height of grade, 
width at the bottom and width at the top, and at each one hundred feet 
stake or monun^ent, upon the following basis or datum: For first- 
class roads entire width to be 60 feet, grade 20 feet wide at bottom; 
second-class roads to be 50 feet wide, grade 16 feet at bottom; third- 
class road 30 feet wide, grade 15 feet wide at bottom. Said map or 
e:^ plana tion to the same shall show the total number of yards to be exca- 
vated, and number of yards to fill, and an estimate of the cost of each 
portion of the road lying between each five hundred feet stake or monu- 
ment, together with an estimate of total cost of the whole work for said 
road and proper drainage ; and the surveyor shall, as soon as survey is 
completed, prepare and file, together with his report and map as herein 
provided for, specifications in detail for ithe execution of the same, 
together with the statement of the locality of all necessary culverts 
for drainage and the dimensions and character of material required 
therefor. The survey report, map, explanation, specifications and esti- 
mates herein provided for shall be filed by the surveyor with the clerk 
of the commissioners court as soon after his employment as may be prac- 
ticable, having in view an accurate and complete report upon the phys- 
ical conditions to be met with in the construction of said road or section 
thereof. 

Sec. 23. At any regular, called or special session of the commiesion- 
eis court, after the filing of the surveyor's report, map, explanation, 
specifications and estimate of the surveyor provided ior in this act, it 
shall appear to the court from such report that it be necessary to occupy 
any lands adjacent to the road surveyed for the purpose of opening, 
widening, straightening, grading and draining, or either, any such road or 
part thereof, if the owner of such land and the county cannot agree upon 
the damages, if any to be paid, the county may proceed to condemn the 
same as herein provided for in Section 17 of this act, or the court may 
appoint five freeholders of the county, not interested directly in the con- 
struction of the proposed work as a land owner adjacent to or abutting 
on said road, and not of kin to any of the parties so directly interested 
therein, who shall constitute a jury of view, who shall meet at a time 
and place to be specified by said court in the order appointing them, 
and the clerk of the court shall thereupon issue to each of said jury of 
view a copy of the order of the court and a precept to the sheriff to serve 
the same upon the jurors within ten days after such order was made, 
and the sheriff receiving such copies shall serve the same upon the jurors 
by delivering to each of them in person a copy of the order provided for, 
or by leaving such copy at the usual place of abode of such juror within 
ten days after the sheriff receives said copies, and he shall make his 
return to the clerk on the precept, stating the date and manner of 
service, or if service has not been mad6, stating the cause of his failure 
to make the same; and any juror summoned as such .who shall fail or 
refuse to perform the services required of him by law as such juror shall 
forfeit and pay for every si^ch failure the sum of ten dollars, to be 
recovered by judgment upon suit of the county attorney in the name of 
the county in any court of competent jurisdiction of the county in which 
such defaulter may reside. 

Sec. 24. The jury, of view shall proceed, with the road commissioner 
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of the precinct, where the surveyed road is located, who shall take with 
him the original report, map, explanation, specifications and estimate of 
the surveyor, for the use of the jury, at the time and place specified in 
the order of the court appointing thiem, after notice has been given to 
each abutting land owner as hereinafter provided, and after having taken 
the following oath before any officer authorized to administer the same, 
towit: "I do solemnly swear that I am not directly interested in the 
construction of the proposed road, nor in any lands abutting on the 
same, and that I will assess the damages to land owners, if any there be, 
according to law, without bias or prejudice, malice or hatred, to the best 
of my knowledge and ability, so help me God." And after viewing the 
roads and abutting lands surveyed by the engineer, and after hearing all 
protests, claims and remonstrances offered and presented, taking into 
consideration the relative amount of benefit to be derived by said land 
from the construction of such road, and they shall assess the amount of 
damages or compensation due to each land owner, if any, for land to 
be taken necessary to be occupied for the purpose of opening, widening, 
straightening, grading and draining, or either, any such road or any part" 
thereof, or through whose land any lateral ditch or drain is or may be 
constructed under the order of appointment necessary to drain the road; 
which damage or compensation assessed, if any, shall first be ordered to 
be paid by the county, out of the road fund of the county, and the treas- 
urer shall have paid the same, or secured its payment by a special deposit 
of the amount in his office, subject to the order of such owner, and shall 
notify such owner by mail or otherwise of such deposit. 

Sec. 25. The road commissioner shall issue a notice in writing to 
the land owner of each abutting tract of land along said road a part of 
whose land is sought to be taken for the road, and 'to each land owner 
through whose land a ditch or drain for the road is sought to be made, 
or to his or their agent or attorney, of the time and place when the jury 
will assess the damages incidental to the taking of the land on construc- 
tion of a ditch for the road, which notice shall be served by any person 
competent to testify, or through mail by registered letter, upon- such 
owner, his agent or attorney at least five days before the day named 
therein. If such owner is a non-resident and his address is known, and 
has no agent or attorney in the county, the notice shall be given by regis- 
tered letter through the mail ten days prior, and if his residence or 
address is unknown, by publication for four weeks in a newspaper pub- 
lished in the county prior to the date named for the meeting of the jury 
of view. The cost of such registered mail notice and of such publication 
shall be paid by the county on an order of the court, and proper returns 
of said notice showing how same have been served shall be filed with the 
report of the jury of view. 

Sec. 26. Any person whose land may be affected by such road and its 
lateral drain ditches, if any, may at any time stated in such notice or 
previously thereto present to the jury a statement in writing of any 
objections to or dissatisfaction therewith, and any claim for damages 
which he may have sustained by reason of the taking of his land for road 
purposes and the making of lateral drain ditches, and a failure to make 
such objections or claim for damages or compensation in writing, as 
herein specified, shall be deemed a waiver of all claim or right thereto, 
all of which objection or claim shall be returned to the commissioners 
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court in connection with the report of the jury of view; provided, that 
any abutting land owner shall have the right also to appear and be heard 
by the commissioners court on his protest or remonstrance or claim 
against the action of the jury of view. 

Sec. 27. The jury of view shall make a report to the commissioners 
court, as soon as practicable after their meeting, signed by at least three 
of said jur}^, and duly verified under oath, of their action and findings in 
the manner, and shall return with their report the name of each land 
owner, the number of acres and the amount of damages assessed or com- 
pensation awarded for each land owner. The road commissioner shall 
carefully preserve from damage and duly return with the report of the 
jury of view the map, profile, explanation, specifications and estimates 
of the surveyor, and all claims and objections presented by the land 
owners, and all notices and returns of services thereof on land owners, 
agents or attorneys, and the same shall be filed with the clerk of the 
commissioners court, and shall become a public record and be preserved 
,as such, and the court shall act upon such report at the next regular 
terra, and approve or reject the same. 

Sec. 28. If the commissioners court shall approve of the report of 
the jury and order that such road and lateral ditches, if any, to be 
opened, they shall consider the assessment and damages by the jury and 
claimant's statement thereof, and allow to such owner just damages or 
adequate compensation for the land taken, and when paid or secured by 
deposit with the county treasurer to the credit of such land owner they 
may proceed to have such road and lateral drain ditches, if any, opened 
anr^ constructed, by contract or otherwise, as they may deem best. 

If the owner of the land is not satisfied with the assessment by the 
commissioners couri he may appeal therefrom as in cases of appeal from 
judgments of justices' court, but such appeal shall not prevent the com- 
missioners court from opening the road and drain ditches, if any, and 
improve the same, but shall be only to fix the amount of damages in con- 
troversy between the owner and the county, and if a greater amount of 
damages is obtained on appeal, the county shall pay the excess and the 
costs, but if no greater damages are obtained, the party taking the 
appeal shall pay all costs. 

Sec. 29. The said jury of view shall each receive the sum of two 
dollars per day as compensation for their services for each day so act- 
ually engaged ; and said surveyor and engineer shall receive as compen- 
sation such sum as may be allowed by the commissioners court not to 
exceed five dollars per day. 

Sec. 30.* In all cases where the cost of material and labor exceeds 
the sum of two hundred dollars, it shall be the duty of said court to con- 
struct, grade or gravel or otherwise improve any road or bridge by con- 
tract, the same to be advertised for as provided by said commissioners 
court. 

Sec. 31. At the regular or called term in November of each year and 
as soon as practicable the commissioners court shall appoint overseers 
for each first, second and third class public road or for each road pre- 
cinct in the county, and to remove the same at any regular or called term 
in the year when they prove inefficient or incapable upon the report of 
the road commissioner, and to appoint others in their places, and the 
court shall also apportion all the able bodied male persons in the county 



1901.-] GENERAL LAWS OF TEXAS. 117 

subject to road duty to the several overseers, and the hands shall, ka 
nearly as practicable, be apportioned to work on the road or road pre- 
cincts nearest to their place of abode. 

Sec. 32. The commissioners court may allow to any overseer who 
shall be engaged in the discharge of the duties of his office for more than 
five days during any one year a compensation not to exceed one dollar 
and twenty-five cents per day, when such service is performed by him 
upon a written order or recommendation of his road commissioner; and 
the court may allow to any owners who have been warned by an overseer 
of a public road upon the written order of the road commissioner to 
bring any teams and wagons, plows, scrapers or any road implements for 
service on the road pay at the rate of one dollar and fifty cents per day 
for double team, two dollars per day for double team and wagon, and 
one dollar and fifty cents per day for single team and wagon or cart. 

Sec. 33. In order that the intent and provisions of this bill may be 
carried out, and further, if it is found necessary in order to, raise the 
funds to meet the costs of this road system, the commissioners court of 
Houston county are hereby authorized, if in their judgment it becomes 
necessary, to assess and collect a tax "on all property of the county not 
to exceed fifteen cents on the one hundred dollars of valuation, this tax 
to be known as a road and bridge tax, and it is to be applied to the con- 
struction, grading, graveling, draining or otherwise improving any roads 
or bridges in the county, and for no other purpose, and it is understood 
that all other funds that are now used for road and bridge purposes are 
to be continued as they are now used, and the tax specified and author- 
ized by this section is to be considered supplemental thereto. 

Sec. 34. As this act contemplates a system of good roads for Hous- 
ton county, which will necessarily take a number of years to complete, 
nothing in this act is to be construed to prevent the assessment and 
collection of road and bridge taxes not to exceed fifteen cents per the 
one hundred dollars of taxable values in this county when an election for 
that purpose has been held according to law. as provided for in Section 
9, Article 8, of the Constitution, in said county. 

IIOAD OVERSEERS AND ROAD HANDS. 

Sec. 35. All male persons between the ages of twenty-one and forty- 
five years shall be liable, and it is hereby made their duty, when 
appointed, to serve as road overseers, and to work on, clean out stnd per- 
form such labor on the public roads, under the provisions of the general 
law on roads and bridges of the State, and of this act, except invalids, 
members of any companies of volunteer guards organized under pro- 
visions of the title "militia,^' and the members of all volunteer fire com- 
panies in the active discharge of their duties as firemen, who shall be 
exempt ; and no person shall be compelled to serve as overseer or to work 
on a road who has not been residing in the county in which he is sum- 
moned to work for the space of fifteen days immediately preceding such 
summons. 

Sec. 36. All persons liable to road duty in the county of Houston 
shall be liable and may be compelled to serve as overseer or to work on 
any public road or roads five days in each year, and not less than five 
days in each year; but no person shall be compelled to work outside of 
his road precinct. 
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Sec. 37. " The term road, as used in this act, includes roadbed, ditches, 
drains, bridges, culverts, and every part of such road, and the terms 
work and working include the opening and laying out of new roads, 
widening, constructing, draining, repairing, and everything else that 
may be done in and about any road. 

Sec. 38. Any able-bodied male person residing in this county and 
subject to road duty may, by paying the sum of three dollars to the 
road commissioner of his precinct, who shall give his receipt for same, 
expressing that it is in lieu of road service for that year, and who 
exhibits such receipt to the overseer of the precinct or to the person 
warning him, such receipt will be sufficient excuse when shown to the 
overseer or person warning him to work the road, the overseer making 
a note of- such receipt and returning same in his report to the commis- 
sioners court. No hand is to be excused from service on the road for a 
term of five days in each year for any temporary sickness or disability, 
but each one must work at least five days in each year, and iri case of 
removal from one section to another of the county the road overseer 
shall, upon request of such road hand, give him a certificate showing the 
number of days he has actually worked during the year, and such hand 
will be due the remainder of the time to the county wherever he may 
reside in it, and he must be required to work his full time out unless 
excused in accordance with this act. 

Sec. 39. It shall be the duty of the hands after being warned by a 
proper person, as now provided for under the General Laws of the Stat^ 
in regard to roads and bridges, to promptly appear at the place and at 
the time warned to appear and report to the overseer of the road, and to 
obey the orders of the overseer or road commissioner, and proceed to 
work under their directions; and shall bring with' him an axe, grub-hoe, 
mattock, shovel, crowbar or such other tool as the overseer may direct, 
or such as he may have suitable for road work. 

Sec. 40. Any road overseer who shall have been entrusted with any 
teams, tools, implements or machinery belonging to the county necessary 
in worjcing the road in his precinct shall be liable for any damages that 
may occur to the same while in his possession caused by his negligence 
or want of due care of same, and he shall not use or permit the same to 
be used for private purposes whatever, and it shall be his duty, when he 
has finished work on his road, to return to the road commissioner of his 
precinct all teams, tools, implements or machinery received from him 
and take up the receipt given therefor. 

Sec. 41. Every overseer of the said county shall cause the road or 
roads in his precinct to be worked at least five days in each year. 

Sec. 42. Each overseer shall report in writing and under oath to the 
commissioners court of this county at the November regular term thereof 
in each year, giving the number of the hands and their names, and the 
names of the farms or places from which he got the hands in his pre- 
cinct liable to work on the roads, the number of days he has caused his 
r-oad to be worked; the condition of such road and bridges, culverts and 
drains; number of proper mile posts set up, all sign boards put up at 
forks or crossings of his road with others ; the amount of funds received 
by him for his road ; from whom received and for what purpose, and to 
whom and for what purpose paid out or expended; and the amount, if 
any, of funds that remain in his hands; and he shall pay over to the 



2901.] GENERAL LAWS OF TEXAS. 119 

road commissioner any such funds which may remain in his hands, take 
receipt therefor and so state in his report; also what plows, scrapers, 
implements, machinery or other tools belonging to the county are in his 
possession, and where they are located, and he shall make a like report 
to the road commissioner of his precinct on the first Monday in Febru- 
ary, May, August and November of each year, and such other reports 
as such road commissioner may require from time to time that are 
reasonable and necessary to subserve the interest of the county. 

Sec. 43. This law shall be cumulative of all other General Laws on 
the subject of roads and bridges not in conflict herewith, and where not 
otherwise provided the General Laws shall apply; but in case of conflict 
with other general laws the provisions of this act shall govern so far as 
concerns Houston county, and this act shall be taken notice of by all 
courts in the same manner as the General Laws of this State. 

Sec. 44. The great necessity for this law, there being no law existing 
upon the subject that is sufficient to enable the people of Houston county 
to improve and construct the roads and bridges as they should be, cre- 
ates a public necessity and emergency requiring that the rule that WUh 
be read on three several days in each house be suspended, and the same is 
hereby suspended, and that this act take effect and be in force from and 
after its passage, and it is so enacted. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
House of Kepresentatives, no vote given ; and passed the Senate by two- 
thirds vote, yeas 23, nays 0.] 

[Note. — The foregoing act was presented to the- Governor of Texas 
for his approval on the 1st day of April, A. D. 1901, but was not signed 
by him nor returned to the house in which it originated, with his objec- 
tions thereto, within the time prescribed by the Constitution, and there- 
upon became a law without his signature. — Geo. T. Keeble, Chief 
Clerk, Acting Secretary of State.'] 

Takes effect 90 days after adjournment. 



NORTHERN TEXAS TRACTION COMPANY— AUTHORITY TO 
BUILD CERTAIN LINES. 

S. B. No. 303.] Chapter LI. 

An Act to provide for and to authorize the Northern Texas Traction Company 
to extend its electric road now owned and operated by it from the city of Fort 
Worth, in the county of Tarrant, State of Texas, through the counties of Tar- 
rant and Dallas to and into the city of Dallas, in said Dallas county, in said 
State, and to empower said traction company to condemn lands and other 
property for the uses and purposes of said corporation, and to provide the 
method therefor, and to authorize said corporation to exercise the same rights 
and powers over the line so constructed as it now exercises over the line of 
road now owned and operated by it, and to do such other things and assume 
all rights and obligations necessary to the accomplishment of the purposes of 
this act. • 

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas : 
Section 1. That the Northern Texas Traction Company, a corpora- 
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tion duly chartered and incorporated as a street railway, under the pro- 
visions of Chapter 2, Title XXI, of the Revised Civil Statutes of the 
State of Texas, for the purpose of constructing, owning and operating 
lines of street railway in the city of Port Worth, be and it is hereby 
authorized, with the consent of the city council of Fort Worth, to con- 
struct, acquire, maintain and operate an inter-urban electric road from 
the city of Fort Worth through the counties of Tarrant and Dallas to 
and into the city of Dallas, in said Dallas county, Texas, by the exten- 
sion of the lines of road' now owned by it from Fort Worth, in Tarrant 
county, Texas, through the said counties of Tarrant and Dallas to aijd 
into the said city of Dallas; provided, that said traction company shall 
not be authorized to construct, lease, purchase or operate any street rail- 
way in said city of Dallas other than so much as may be necessary to 
make proper entrance into said city and prepare necessary loops,* sidings 
and switches therein, and this only with the consent of the proper 
authorities of said city of Dallas. 

Sec. 2. Said Northern Texas Traction Company is hereby vested 
with the right, power and authority to survey, lay out its road, acquire 
its right of way, not exceeding two hundred feet in width, and where 
liecessary to acquire such right of way it shall have the power to enter 
upon, condemn and appropriate the land, right of way, easements and 
property of persons, firms or corporations, and the method and manner 
of its surveys, laying out its roadway, acquiring its right of way, either 
by contract or condemnation, shall be the same as now provided by law 
in case of railroads in Chapter 8, Title .XCIY, Eevised Statutes of the 
State of Texas, and amendments thereof, and it shall be subject to the 
same duties, liabilities and have the same rights as is prescribed in said 
chapter with reference to railroads; provided, this shall not be so con- 
strued as to authorize the condemnation of public streets or highways. 

Sec. 3. If said traction company shall engage in the business of 
carrying freight other than personal baggage, express and mail matter, 
pacJkages, fruits, vegetables, poultry, meat, dairy products and other 
things for market, it shall thereby be and become subject to the control 
of the Eailroad Commission of Texas. 

Sec. 4. Said corporation shall be and is hereby made subject to the 
provisions of Title 57, of the Eevised Statutes of the State of Texas. 

Sec. 5. This act shall not be so construed as applying any of the pro- 
visions of Title 94. of the Eevised Statutes of the State of Texas, and 
amendments thereof, to said corporation, except those hereinbefore spec- 
ified and the provisions of Chapter 12b of said title; provided, that the 
right is reserved by the State to apply the provisions of said title, or 
any part thereof, to said corporation at such time as the public interest 
may require; and provided, that the right is expressly reserved by the 
State to amend the law under and by virtue of which said corporation 
is chartered and incorporated. 

Sec. 6. Whereas, there is now no law existing authorizing the organ- 
ization of private corporations for the purpose of constructing int^r- 
urban electric railways and to condemn right of way, therefore an emer- 
gency and imperative public necessity authorizing the suspension of the 
constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three several days is 
created, and it is so suspended, and demanding that this act take eflfect 
and be in force from and after its passage, and it is so enacted. 
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[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act pissed the 
Senate by two-thirds vote, yeas 26, nays 0; and passed the House of 
Representatives* by two- thirds vote, yeas 107, nays 0.] 

Approved April 5, 1901. 

Became a law April 5, 1901. 



COURTS OP CIVIL APPEALS— CONCLUSIONS 0¥ LAW AND 

FACT. 

H. B. No. 255.] Chapter LII. 

An Act to amend Article 1039, Chapter 21, Title XXVII, of the Revised Civil 
Statutes of Tes^s, and. to add thereto Article 1039a,. prescribing the proceed- 
ings of the Courts of Civil Appeals in making and miii^; conclusions of fact 
and law. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
That Article 1039, Chapter 21, Title XXVII, of the Eevised Civil Stat- 
utes of Texas, be and the same is hereby amended so as to hereafter read 
as follows : 

Article 1039. In all cases hereafter decided by the Courts of Civil 
Appeals in which the Supreme Court has jurisdiction of an application 
for writ of error, it shall be the duty of the Court of Civil Appeals, 
within thirty days after the decision of the case, to make and file a con- 
elusion of fact and law upon each material point assigned as error. in 
that court. The evidence need not be statfed, except when necessary to 
detennine upon the correctness of some ruling of the court. In cases 
where the judgment of the trial court shall be reversed and the cause 
remanded, the Court of Civil Appeals shall state its reason for the judg- 
ment. . 

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted by the Legislature of the State of 
Texas, that Article 1039a shall be added to the aforesaid chapter and 
title and shall read as follows : 

Article 1039a. If either party to a case hereafter decided, by a Court 
of Civil Appeals shall be of the opinion that the findings of fact are 
insufficient upon any material issue assigned in that court as error, such 
party may, in his motion for rehearing, specify the point upon which 
there is no finding of fact, or upon which the finding made by the court 
is insufiicient, and ask the Court of Civil Appeals to make and file con- 
clusions of fact upon the points indicated in the motion. If that court 
shall refuse to make such finding, or if the finding made be insufficient, 
such action may be assigned as error in the application to the Supreme 
Court for a writ of error. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
House of Eepresentatives, no vote given ; and passed the Senate, no vote 
given.] 

Approved April 10, 1901. 

Takes efl:ect 90 days after adjournment. 
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WRITS OF EBUOK. 
S. B. No. 2:1.] Chapter LIII. 

An Act to amend Article 943, of Chapter 3, Title XXVIl, of the Revised Civil 
Statutes, presenting the action of the Supreme Court upon petitions for a 
writ of error to that court. 

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 

Section 1. Article 943, of Chapter 3, Title XXVII, of the Revised 
Statutes of the State of Texas, be and the same is hereby amended so as 
to hereafter read as follows: 

Article 943. If, upon an inspection of the petition for writ of error 
and the record of the cause, it shall appear that a Court of Civil Appeals 
has failed to file conclusions of fact, or that it has not complied with 
the requirements of the law in filing its conclusions of fact, and if it 
shall further appear that such conclusions of fact are necessary to enable 
the Supreme Court to properly determine, the rights of the parties, then 
the Supreme Court may suspend action on the petition for writ of error 
and return the record to the Court of Civil Appeals, with the instruc- 
tions to make and return conclusions of fact upon the points indicated 
by the Supreme Court. If upon examination of a petition for writ of 
error the Supreme Court shall find that there is error in the judgment 
of the Court of Civil Appeals, it shall grant a writ of error returnable 
within the time and in the manner prescribed by the rules of that court. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
Senate, no vote given ; and passed the House of Representatives, no vote 
given.] 

Approved April 10, 1901. 

Takes efl:ect 90 days after adjournment. 



MANDATES— REGULATING THEIR ISSUANCE FROM THE 

SUPREME COURT AND COURTS OF CIVIL 

APPEALS. 

S. B. No. 69.] Chapter LIV. 

An Act to amend an act passed by the Twenty-fifth Legislature, entitled "An 
Act to amend Article 976, Chapter 8, Title 27, of the Reused Civil Statuterf^ 
of the State of Texas, relating to the payment of costs and returning man- 
dates in the Supreme Court," by adding thereto Article 976a, regulating the 
time in which mandates may be taken out of the Supreme Court or Courts of 
Civil Appeals, the same being Chapter 138 of the General Laws passed at the 
Regular Session thereof. 

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 

Section 1. That Article 976 of the Revised Civil Statutes, as 
amended by Chapter 138 of the General Laws passed at the' Regular 
Session of the Twenty-fifth Legislature, be amended so as to read as fol- 
lows, and, further, by adding thereto a new article numbered 976a, as 
hereinafter set out : , 

Article 976. The judgment of said court shall be final at the expira- 
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tion of fifteen days from the rendition thereof when no motion for 
rehearing has been filed, and upon the rendition of final judgment the 
clerk of the Supreme Court, or Courts of Civil Appeals, upon payment of 
costs, shall issue the mandate in the case; provided, that if the party 
against whom the said costs are adjudged shall make affidavit of his 
inability to pay the same or give security therefor he may apply to the 
Supreme Court, or Courts of Civil Appeals, for an order to require the 
• clerk of said court to issue the said mandate, which motion shall be sus- 
tained unless the clerk of the court or any party to the record shall con- 
trovert the truth of said affidavit and satisfy the court that said motion 
should not be granted. If for any cause the said court should set aside 
its judgment after the mandate has been issued, the clerk of the Supreme 
Court or Courts of Civil Appeals shall at once notify the party to whom 
the mandate was directed to return it at once. All mandates from the 
said court shall issue to the court in which the original judgment was 
rendered. 

Article 976a. No mandate shall be taken out of the Supreme Court, 
or Courts of Civil Appeals, and filed in the court wherein said cause 
originated unless the same is so taken within, the period of twelve months 
after the rendition of final judgment of the Supreme Court or Courts of 
Civil Appeals, or the overruling of a motion for rehearing. The pro- 
visions of this act shall only apply to cases which are by the Supreme 
Court, or Courts of Civil Appeals, reversed and remanded and if any 
cause is reversed and remanded by said Supreme Court, or Courts of 
Civil Appeals, and the mandate is not taken out within twelve months 
as herebefore provided, then upon the filing in the court below of a cer- 
tificate of the clerk of the Supreme Court, or Courts of Civil Appeals, 
that no mandate has been taken out the case shall be dismissed from the 
docket of said lower court; provided, that in any cause' which has hereto- 
fore been reversed and remanded by the Supreme Court, or the Courts 
of Civil Appeals, the mandate in all such cases shall be taken out within 
twelve months from and after the passage of this act, and not there- 
after. 

Sec. 2, The fact that there is no provision under the existing law 
for the issuance of mandates from the Supreme Court, or Courts of Civil 
Appeals, except upon the payment of costs, works a great hardship upon 
many deserving but destitute litigants, and many mandates are now held 
in the Supreme Court, or Courts of Civil Appeals, owing to the pecuniary 
distress and inability of the parties who are required to pay for them 
before they can issue and in order to make effective the principle that 
fervades our system of law that the courts shall be at all times open to 
the redress of grievances to the poor as well as to the rich create an 
emergency and a public necessity exists that the constitutional rule 
requiring bills to be read on three several days be and the same is hereby 
suspended, and that this act take effect and be in force from and after 
its passage. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
Senate, no vote given, and was reported to the House of Kepresentatives 
where it was amended and passed, no vote given; Senate concurred in 
House amendments, no vote given.] 

Approved April 10, 1901. 

Takes effect 90 days after adjournment. 
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THIKTY-FOUETII JUDICIAL DISTRICT— TIMES OF HOLD- 
ING COURT. 

H. B. No. 319.] Chapter LV. 

An Act to reorganize the Thirty-fourth Judicial District of Texas; to prescribe 
the time of hdldine the terms of the district court therein ; and to repeal all 
laws in conflict wiui this act. 

Section 1. Be ii enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
The Thirty-fourtli Judicial District of the State of Texas shall be com- 
posed of the counties of El Paso, Reeves and Presidio, and the unor- 
ganized counties of Winkler and Loving, and the terms of the district 
court for said district chall be as follows, towit: 

Five terms of said district court for said Thirty-fourth Judicial Dis- 
trict shall be held in the county of El Paso, as hereafter set out : 

Beginning in the county of El Paso on the first Monday in January 
of each year, and may continue in session until the first Monday in 
March following. In the county of Beeves, on the first Monday in 
March and September in each year, and may continue in session two 
weeks. In the county of Presidio, on the second Monday after the first 
Monday in March and Septemljer of each year, and may continue in ses- 
sion two weeks. In the county of El Paso, on the first Monday in April 
of each year, and may continue in session until the first Monday in June 
following; on the first Monday in June of each year, and may continue 
in session until the first Monday in July following ; on the first Monday 
in October of each year, and may continue in session until the first 
Monday in December following; on the first Monday in December of 
each year, and may continue in session until the beginning of the follow- 
ing January term. 

Sec. 2, That all law.s and parts of laws in conflict with this act be 
and the same are hereby repealed. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
House of Representatives, no vote given, and passed the Senate, no vote 
given.] 

Approved April 10, 1901. 

Takes eifect 90 days after adjournment. 



LEOJ^, WALKER ATSTD MADISON COUNTIES— TWELFTH 
JUDICIAL DISTRICT— TIMES OF HOLDING COURT. 

H. B. No. 142.] Chapter LVL 

An Act to amend an act passed by the Twenty-sixth Legislature of the State 
of Texas, entitled "An Act to amend Section 12, of Article 22, Title IV, of 
the Revised Civil Statutes of the State of Texas, changing the time of holding 
the district court in Trinity county," so as to change the time of holding 
the district court in Leon, Walker and Madison counties, and to repeal all 
laws and parts of laws in conflict herewith. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas'- 



1901,] GENERAL LAWS OF TEXAS. 125 

That Section 12, Article 22, Title IV, of the Revised Civil Statutes of 
the State of Texas, be amended so as to hereafter read as follows : 

Article 22. The Twelfth Judicial District shall be composed of the 
counties of Trinity, Leon, Walker, Madison and Grimes, and the district 
court shall be held in said counties as follows : 

In the county of Trinity, on the first Monday in February and 
August, and may continue in session three weeks. 

In the county of Leon, on the third Monday after the first Monday in 
February and August, and may continue in seseion four weeks. 

in the county of Walker, on the seventh Monday after the first Mon- 
day in February and August, and may continue in session four weeks. 

In the county of Madison, on the eleventh Monday after the first 
Monday in February and August, and may continue in session three 
weeks. 

In the county of Grimes, on the sixteenth Monday after the first 
Monday in February and August, and may continue in session until the 
bufeiness is disposed of. 

This act shall take eflEect and be in force from ajid after August 1, 
1901. 

Sec. 2. All processes and writs heretofore issued, or which may be 
issued up to the time this act takes effect, by or from the district court of 
said counties, and made returnable to the terms of said courts as now 
fixed by law, and which terme are changed by this act before said writs 
are returnable, shall be returnable to the next ensuing term of said 
courts after the issuance of said writs and processes as prescribed by this 
act; and all such writs and processes are hereby legalized and validated 
as if the same had been made returnable to the terms of said courts as 
fixed by this act; and that all laws and parts of laws in confiict with this 
act be and the same are hereby repealed. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoimg act passed the 
House of Eepresentatives, no vote given, and passed the Senate, no vote 

given.] 

Approved April 10, 1901. 

Takes effect 90 days after adjournment. 



ATTORNEYS AT LAW—DEFINING 'BARRATRY." 

S. B. No. 145.] Chapter LVIL' 

An Act to amend Article 290 of the Penal Code of the State of Texas, to further 
define "barratry" so as to include the fomenting of litigation by attorneys at 
law by soliciting employment or advancing money or other things of value to 
the parties to litigations in order to procure employment. 

Bi it enacted hy the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
Section 1. That Article 290 of the Penal Code, be, and is hereby 

amended so as to hereafter read as follows : 
Article 290. If any person shall wilfully ii^stigate, maintain, excite, 

prosecute or encourage the bringing of any suit or suits at law or equity 

in any court of this State in which such person has no interest, with the 
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intent to distre&s or harrass the defendant therein, or shall wilfully 
bring or prosecute any false suit or suits at law or equity, of his ovni, 
with the intent to distress or harrass the defendant therein, or if any 
attorney at law shall seek or obtain employment in any suit or case at law, 
or in equity, to prosecute or defend the same by means of personal solici- 
tation of such employment or by. procuring another to solicit for him 
employment in such cause, or who shall by himself or another seek or 
obtain such employment by giving to the person from whom the employ- 
ment is sought money or other thing of value, or who shall directly or 
indirectly pay the debts or liabilities of the person from whom such 
employment is sought, or who shall loan or promise to give, loan or 
otherwise grant money or other valuable thing to the person from whom 
such employment is sought before such employment in order to induce 
such employment whether the same shall be done directly by hijn or 
through another, shall be deemed guilty of barratry, and shall upon con- 
viction be punished by fine in any sum not to exceed five hundred dol- 
lars, and may in addition thereto be imprisoned in the county jail not 
exceeding three mgnths. The term attorney at law shall include coun- 
selor at law ; and any attorney at law violating any of the provisions of 
this act, shall in addition to the penalty hereinbrfore provided, forfeit 
his right to practice law in this State, and shall be subject to have his 
license revoked and be disbarred in the manner provided by law for dis- 
honorable conduct or malpractice, whether he has been convicted for 
violating this act or not. 

Sec. 2. The near approach of the end of the session and the large 
number of bills to be considered by the Legislature, creates an emer- 
gency and an imperative public necessity for the suspension of the con- 
stitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three several days, and such 
rule is so suspended and this act shall take effect from and after its pas- 
sage, and it is so enacted. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
Senate by two-thirds vote, yeas 26, nays : and passed the House of Rep- 
resentatives by two-thirds vote, yeas 103, nays 0.] 

Approved April 10, 1901. 

Became a law April 10, 1901. 



FIFTY- FOURTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT— TIMES OF HOLDING 

COURT. 

S. B. No. 157.] Chapter LVIII. 

An Act to change and fix the times for holding the courts in the Fifty-fourth 
Judicial District of the State of Texas, and to repeal all laws and parts of 
laws in conflict therewith. 

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of 'Texas: 

Section 1. That the Fifty-fourth Judicial District of the State of 
Texas shall be composed of the following counties, towit: Falls and 
McLennan, and the tenns of the district court therein shall be held each 
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year as follows : In the county of Falls on the second Monday in Jan- 
uary and may continue in session seven weeks, and the first Monday in 
July and may continue in session eight weeks. 

In the county of McLennan, on the first Monday in March and third 
Monday in September, and may continue in session until the business is 
disposed of. 

Sec. 2. That process issued or served before this act goes into effect 
returnable to the district courts in said judicial district shall be con- 
sidered returnable to said courts in accordance with the terms as pre- 
scribed by this act, and all such process is hereby legalized ; in all grand 
and petit jurors drawn and selected in either of the counties of said judi- 
cial districts shall be considered lawfully drawn and selected for the next 
term of the district court of their respective counties held after this act 
takes effect, and all such process is hereby legalized and validated. 

Sec. 3. That all laws and parts of laws in conflict with the pro- 
visions of this act be and are hereby repealed. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
Senate, no vote given ; and passed the House of Eepresentatives, no vote 
given.] 

Approved April 10, 1901. 

Takes effect 90 days after adjournment. 



DISTRICT ATTORNEY— PROVIDING FOR ELECTION IN 
FIPTY-FIRST DISTRICT. 

S. B. No. 288.] CiiAPTEB LIX. 

An Act to amend Article 276, Title XTI, Chapter 1, of the Revised Statutes of 
1895, so as to include the Fifty-first District in the list of those which elect' a 
district attorney. , 

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
' Section 1. That Article 276, Title XII, Chapter 1, of the Revised 
Statutes of .1895, be so amended so as to hereafter read as follows: 
Article 27G (242). The following judicial districts in the. State shall 
each respectively elect a district ^.ttorney, viz: First, Second, Third, 
Fourth, Fifth, Sixth, Seventh, Eighth, Ninth, Twelfth, Thirteenth, 
Twentieth, Twenty-first, Twenty-second, Twenty-third, Twenty-fourth, 
Twenty-fifth, Twenty-seventh, Twenty-eighth, Tweilty-ninth, Thirtieth, 
Thirty-first, Thirty-second, Thirty- third. Thirty-fourth, Thirty-fifth, 
Thirty-sixth, Thirty-seventh, Thirty-eighth, Forty-sixth, Forty-seventh, 
Fiftieth and Fifty-first, also the Twenty-sixth and Fifty-third districts 
combined, and the criminal district composed of Galveston and Harris 
counties. 

The near approach of the end of the present session and the crowded 
condition of the calendar creates an emergency and an imperative neces- 
sity that the rule requiring bills to be read on three several days be sus- 
pended and the rule is hereby suspended. • 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
Senate, no vote given, and was reported to the House of Representatives, 
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where same was amended and passed, no vote given ; Senate concurred in 
House amendments by two-thirds vote, yeas 24, nays 0.] 

Approved April 10, 1901. 

Takes eflPect 90 days after adjournment. 



THIKTY-SIXTPI JUDICIAL DISTRICT— TIME OF HOLDING 

COURT. 

S. B. No. 231.] Chapter LX. 

An Act to. prescribe the time of holding the terms of the district court in the 
Thirty-sixth Judicial District of the State of Texas and in the Thirty-eighth 
Judicial District of the State of Texas, and to repeal all laws and parts of 
laws in conflict herewith. 

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 

Section 1. That the following counties shall compose the Thirty- 
sixth Judicial District, towit: Dinmiit, LaSalle, Atascosa, McMuUen, 
Live Oak, Aransas, San Patricio and Frio, and the terms of holding 
court therein shall be as follows : 

In the county of Dimmit on the second Monday after the third Mon- 
day in August, and second Monday after the first Monday in February, 
and may continue in session one week. 

In the county of LaSalle on the third Monday after the third Monday 
in August and the third Monday after the first Monday in February, and 
may continue in session two weeks. 

In the county of McMullen on the fifth Monday after the third Mon- 
day in August, and the fifth Monday after the first Monday in February, 
and may continue in session one week. 

In the county of Atascosa, on the sixth Monday after the third Mon- 
day in August and sixth Monday after the first Monday in February, 
and may continue in session three weeks. 

In the county of Live Oak on the ninth Monday after the third Mon- 
day in August, and ninth Monday after the first Monday in February, 
and may continue in session two weeks. 

In the county of Aransas on the eleventh Monday after the third Mon- 
day in August and eleventh Monday after the first Monday in February, 
and may continue in session two weeks. 

In the county of San Patricio on the thirteenth Monday after the 
third ]\Ionday in August and the thirteenth Monday after the first Mon- 
day in February, and may continue in session two weeks. 

In the county of Frio on the fifteenth Monday after the third Mon- 
day in August, and the fifteenth Monday after the first Monday in Feb- 
ruary, and may continue in session until the business is disposed of. 

Sec. 2. The following counties shall compose the Thirty-eighth 
Judicial District, towit: Bandera, Kendall, Kerr, Medina, Edwards, 
Zavala and Uvalde, and the times of holding the district courts therein 
shall be as f ollo^^s : 

In the county of Bandera on the first Mondays in March and Septem- 
ber, and may continue in session two weeks. 
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Li the county of Kendall on the second Mondays after the first Mon- 
days in March and September and may continue in session two weeks. 

In the county of Kerr on the fourth Mondays after the first Mondays 
in March and September and may continue in session three weeks. 

In the county of Medina on the seventh Mondays after the first Mon- 
days in March and .September, and may continue in session four weeks. 

In the county of Edwards on the eleventh Mondays after the first 
Mondays in March and September and may continue in session two 
weeks. 

In the county of Zavala on the thirteenth Mondays after the first 
Mondays in March and September, and may continue in session two 
wecKs. 

In the county of Uvalde on the fifteenth Mondays after the first Mon- 
days in March and September and may continue in session until the bus- 
iness in said county is disposed of. 

Sec. 3. All laws and parts of laws in confiict with the provisions of 
this act are hereby repealed. 

Sec. 4. All writs, process and bonds issued or executed prior to the 
taking effect of this act and returnable to the former terms of said 'courts 
as fiied by law in the several counties composing said districts are here- 
by made returnable to the terms of said courts as fixed by this act; and 
all process heretofore returned, as well as all bonds and recognizances 
heretofore entered into any of said courts, shall be as valid as if no 
change had been made in the time of holding said courts. 

Sec. 5. The near approach of the close of this session of the Legis- 
lature and the crowded condition of the calendar creates an emergency 
and an imperative public necessity exists for the suspension of the con- 
stitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three several days in each 
branch of the Legislature and therefore said rule is hereby suspended. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
Senate, no vote given, and was reported to the House of Representatives, 
where it was amended and passed, no vote given; Senate concurred in 
House amendments, no vote given.] * 

Approved April 10, 1901. 

Takes effect 90 days after adjournment. 



FORTY-FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT— REORGANIZATION. 

S. B. No. 237.] Chapter LXI. 

An Act to reorganize the Forty-first Judicial District of Texas; to prescribe the 
time of holding the district court therein; to make the terms of the Thirty- 
lourth Judicial District in El Paso county to conform thereto; to provide for 
a district attorney for the Forty-first in said El Paso county and to provide 
for a clerk of the district court of the Forty-first Judicial District in said El 
Paso county and empowering the district court of the Thirty-fourth Judicial 
District to empanel the grand jury for said county and giving authority to 
the judges of either of said two courts in said El Paso county to transfer 
causes from their respective courts to the other of said courts; and to repeal 
all laws and parts of laws in conflict herewith. 

Be it enacted hy the Legislature of the State of Texas: 

Section 1. The Forty-first Judicial District of the State of Texas, 
9-a.L. 
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shall be composed of the counties of Jeff Davis, Brewster, Pecos, Val 
Verde, Kinney, Maverick and El Paso, and the terms of the district 
courts shall be held in said counties as follows : 

Beginning in the county of Jeff Davis on the first Mondays of March 
and September and continue in session one week. 

In the county of Brewster on the first Mondays after the first Mon- 
days in March and September, and continue in session two weeks. 

in the county of Pecos on the third Mondays after the first Mondays 
in March and September and continue in session two weeks. 

In the county of Val Verde on the fifth Mondays after the first Mon- 
days in March and September and continue in session two weeks. 

In the county of Kinney on the seventh Mondays after the first Mon- 
days in March and September and continue in session two weeks. 

In the county of Maverick on the ninth Mondays after the first Mon- 
days in March and September and continue in session two weeks. 

In the county of El Paso on the eleventh Mondays after the first Mon- 
days in March and September and continue in session until the last 
Saturdays in February and June, unless the business in said court in 
said county be sooner disposed of. 

The district courts of the Thirty- fourth and Forty-first Judicial Dis- 
tricts aforesaid in El Paso county, shall have concurrent jurisdiction 
with each other through the limits of said county of El Paso of all mat- 
ters, civil or criminal, of which jurisdiction is given by the district 
courts, by the Constitution and laws of the State; provided, that the 
judge of the Forty-first Judicial District shall never empanel a grand 
jury in said courts; but may at any time reconvene the grand jury 
empaneled by the judge of the Thirt}'-fourth Judicial District when in 
his judgment a necessity therefor exists ; provided further, that the dis- 
trict attorney of the Thirty-fourth Judicial District, shall do and per- 
form all the duties pertaining to said office of district attorney for both 
of said district courts in and for said El Paso county. 

The clerk of the district court of El Paso county as heretofore con- 
stituted and his successors in office, shall be the clerk of both said district 
courts in said El Paso county, and shall perform all the duties pertain- 
ing to the office of both district courts. 

Either of the judges in said district courts in said El Paso county 
may in their discretion, either in term time or vacation transfer any 
cause or causes, civil or criminal that may at any time be pending in 
his court to the other district court in said El Paso county by order or 
orders entered upon the minutes of said court and when such transfer 
or transfers are made, the clerk of said courts shall enter such cause or 
causes upon the docket of the court to which such transfer or transfers 
are made, and when so entered upon the docket the judge of said court 
shall try and dispose of said cause in the same manner as if said cause 
was originally filed in said court. 

Sec. 2. All laws and parts of laws in conflict with the provisions of 
this act are hereby repealed. 

Sec. 3. That all process, writs and bonds issued or executed prior 
to the taking effect of this act and returnable to the terms of said court 
as now fixed by law in the several counties composing said district, are 
hereby made returnable to the terms of said courts as fixed in this act; 
and all process heretofore returned, as well as all bonds and recogniz- 
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ances heretofore entered into any of the courts, shall be as valid as if 
no change had been made in the time of holding sai^ courts. 

Sec. 4. The near approach of the close of this session of the Legis- 
lature and the crowded condition of the calendars, and the great necessity 
for the passage of this law in order that the crowded condition of the 
dockets of said courts in El Paso county may be relieved, created an 
emergency and an imperative public necessity exists for the suspension 
of the constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three several days 
in each branch of the Legislature, and a great public necessity exists and 
the emergency requires that this bill take effect from and after its pas- 
sage ; said rule is therefore suspended, and this act shall be in force and 
effect from and after the passage thereof, and it is so enacted. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
Senate, no vote given; and passed the House of Representatives, no vote 
given.] 

Approved April 10, 1901. 

Takes effect 90 days after adjournment. 



TWENTY-FOURTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT— TIME OF HOLDING 

COURT. 

S. B. No. 213.] Chapter LXII. 

An Act to prescribe the time of holding the terms of the di8,trict court in the 
Twenty-fourth Judicial District of Texas, and to regulate the issuance of pro- 
cess in said district. 

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 

Section 1. That the terms of the district court of the 24th Judicial 
District of Texas shall hereafter be held in the several counties therein 
as follows, viz.: 

In the county of Bee on the second Monday in February and the first 
Monday in September and may continue in session three weeks. 

In the county of Karnes on the third Monday after the second Monday 
in February and the first Monday in September, and may continue in 
session three weeks. 

In the county of Goliad, on the sixth Monday after the second Monday 
in February and the first Monday in September, and may continue in 
session three ^ weeks. 

In the county of Refugio, on the ninth Monday after the second Mon- 
day in February and the first Monday in September, and may continue 
in session one week. 

In the county of Calhoun, on the tenth Monday after the second Mon- 
day in February and first Monday in September, and may continue in 
session one week. 

In the county of Victoria, on the eleventh Monday after the second 
Monday in February and the first Monday in September and may con- 
tinue in session four weeks. 

In the county of DeWitt on the 'fifteenth Monday after the second 
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Monday in February, and after passage of this act, the winter term of 
the district court for said DeWitt county shall begin on the first Mon- 
day in January of eaot year, and each session of the district court for 
said county of DeWitt may continue in session imtil the business is dis- 
posed of. 

Sec. 2. That all process and writs issued or served before this act 
goes into effect, returnable to the district courts in said judicial district, 
shall be considered returnable to said courts in accordance with the terms 
as prescribed by this act, and all such process is hereby legalized; and all 
grand and petit juries drawn and selected under the existing laws in 
any of the counties of said judicial district shall be considered lawfully 
drawn and selected for the next terms of the district court held in said 
counties, respectively, after this act takes effect, and all such process is 
hereby legalized and validated. 

Sec. 3. The importance of the passage of this act to the people of 
the various counties of the said judicial district, the crowded condition 
of the calendar of each house, and the near approach of the close of the 
present session of the Legislature, creates an imperative public necessity 
and emergency requiring that the constitutional rule that bills be read 
on three several days in each house be suspended, and the said rule is 
therefore suspended, and this bill is put upon its third reading and final 
passage, and that this act take effect from and after its passage, and it is 
so enacted. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
Senate by two-thirds vote, yeas 24, nays ; and passed the House of Eep- 
resentatives, vote not given.] 

Approved April 10, 1901. 

Takes effect 90 days after adjournment. 



FOKTIETH JUDICIAL DISTKICT— TIMES OF HOLDING 

COURT. 

H. B. No. 184. Chapter LXIII. 

An Act to Change and prescribe the time for holding district courts in the For- 
tieth Judicial District of this State; to conform all writs and processes from 
such courts to such changes, and to repeal all laws in conflict herewith. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
The Fortieth Judicial District shall be composed of the .counties of 
Kaufman, Collin, Eockwall and Ellis, and the terms of the district court 
within and for said counties shall be held each year, as follows : 

Beginning in Kaufman county on the first Monday in February, and 
lasting six weeks ; beginning in Collin county on the sixth Monday after 
the first Monday in February and lasting seven weeks; beginning in 
Eockwall county on the thirteenth Monday after the first Monday in 
February, and lasting two weeks; beginning in Ellis county on the fif- 
teenth Monday after the first Monday in February, and lasting eight 
weeks; beginning in Kaufman county on the third Monday in August, 
and lasting six weeks ; beginning in Collin county on the sixth Monday 
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after the third Monday in August, and lasting seven weeks; beginning 
in Kockwall county on the thirteenth Monday after the third Monday in 
August, and lasting two weeks; and beginning in Ellis county, on the 
fifteenth Monday after the third Monday in August, and lasting nine 
weeks; provided, that said courts shall not remain in session longer than 
is necessary to dispose of pending business. 

Sec. 2. That all writs, processes and bonds, civil and criminal, which 
may have heretofore issued or executed or which may be issued or exe- 
cuted up to the time when this act takes effect, by or from the district 
courts of the several counties named in this act, or under the order of 
said courts, and made returnable to the terms of said courts as they are 
now fixed by law, shall be returnable to the next ensuing term of said 
courts in each county as they are prescribed in this act; and all such 
writs, processes and bonds above mentioned are hereby legalized and 
validated to all intents and purposes as if the same had been returnable 
to the terms of said court as are herein prescribed ; provided, that should 
this act go into effect while a term of the district court is being held in 
any county in said district, the business of such term shall not in any 
manner be prejudicially affected by this act, but such term may continue 
for the time mentioned in this act for the district court of such county, 
and all acts done, proceedings had, and judgments rendered during such 
terms, including the extended term thereof, are hereby legalized and 
validated to all intents and purposes as if this act had been in effect 
when such term began. 

Sec. 3. That all laws and parts of laws heretofore enacted in conflict 
with this act are hereby repealed. 

Sec. 4. The fact that the dockets of the district courts of Kaufman 
and Collin counties are crowded, and the t^rms of court for said counties 
as now fixed by law do not give sufficient time to try the same and the 
further fact that the district court of Collin county is now in session, 
creates an emergency and an imperative public necessity that the con- 
stitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three several days be sus- 
pended and it is so suspended, and that this act take effect and be in 
force from and after its passage, and it is so enacted. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
House of Representatives by two-thirds vote, yeas 106, nays 0; and 
passed the Senate by two-thirds vote, yeas 28, nays 0.] 

Approved April 10, 1901. 

Became a law April 10, 1901. 

TWENTY-SEVEiSTTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT, THIRTY-THIRD 

JUDICIAL DISTRICT, THIRTY-FIFTH JUDICIAL 

DISTRICT— TIME OF HOLDING COURTS. 

S. B. No. 144.] Chapter LXIV. 

An Act te reorganize the Twenty-seventh, Thirty-third and Thirty-fifth Judicial 
Districts; to name the counties composing the same; to fix the terms of hold- 
ing courts therein; to provide for the extension and return of process issued 
out of said courts ; and to repeal all laws and parts of laws in conflict there- 
with. 

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
Section" 1. That the Twenty-seventh Judicial District of this State 
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shall be composed of the following counties, to wit: Lampasas and Bell, 
and the terms of court shall be, holden therein each year as follows : In 
the county of Lampasas on the first Monday in April and October, and 
may continue in session four weeks. In the county of Bell on the first 
Monday in January, June and November, and may continue in session 
until the business is disposed of. 

Sec. 2. The Thirty-third Judicial District shall be composed of che 
counties of Blanco, Gillespie, Mason, Kimble, San Saba, Burnet and 
Llano, and the terms of court shall be holden therein each year as fol- 
lows : 

In the county of Blanco on the first Monday in February and Septem- 
ber and may continue in session two weeks. 

In the county of GiJlespie on the third Monday in February and Sep- 
tember and may continue in session two weeks. 

In the county of Mason on the fourth Monday after the first Monday 
in February and September and may continue in session three weeks. 

In the county of Kimble on the seventh Monday after the first Mon- 
day in February and September and may continue in session two weeks. 

In the county of San Saba on the ninth Monday after the first Mon- 
day in February and September and may continue in session three weeks. 

In the county of Burnet on the twelfth Monday after the first Monday 
in February and September and may continue in session two weeks. 

In the county of Llano on the fourteenth Monday after the first Mon- 
day in February and September, and may continue in session until the 
business is disposed of. 

Sec. 3. The Thirty-fifth Judicial District of this State shall be com- 
posed of the following counties: Coleman, Runnels, Concho, Mills, 
McCulloch and Brown, and the district court shall be holden therein 
each year as follows: 

In the county of Coleman on the first Monday in February and Sep- 
tember and may continue in session four weeks. 

In the county of Runnels on the fourth Monday after the first Monday 
in February and September and may continue in session four weeks. 

In the county of Concho on the eighth Monday after the first Mon- 
day in February and September arid may continue in session two weeks. 

In the county of Mills on the tenth Monday after the first Monday in 
February and September and may continue in session three weeks. 

In the coimty of McCulloch on the thirteenth Monday after the first 
Monday in February and September and may continue in session two 
weeks. 

In the county of Brown on the fifteenth Monday after the first Mon- 
day in February and September and may continue in session until the 
business is disposed of. 

Sec. 4. That all process issued or served before this act goes into 
effect, returnable to the district courts in said judicial districts, shall be 
returnable to said courts as fixed by the terms of this act and said pro- 
cess is hereby legalized and validated atid all grand and petit jurors 
selected and drawn under existing laws in any of the said courts of said 
judicial districts shall be considered lawfully drawn and selected for 
ihe next term of the district court of the respective counties, held after 
this act takes effect, and all appearance bonds and recognizances taken 
in and for said courts shall bind the parties there obligated to appear at 
the next term of such courts held under this act. 
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Sec. 5. That all laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act shall 
be, and the same are hereby repealed; provided, however, that in the 
event any term of the district courts in any of the counties herein 
affected be in session when this act takes effect, same shall in no manner 
affect said term of court, but same shall continue in session under the 
old law for said term, and this act shall only affect subsequent terms of 
court in said county. 

Sec. 6. The fact that many causes docketed in the district court of 
Bell county cannot be reached for trial for want of sufficient time and 
that a change in the composition in said districts is necessary to provide 
sufficient time, creates an imperative public necessity and emergency jus- 
tifying the suspension of the constitutional rule requiring bills to be 
read on three several days, and it is so suspended, and that this act take 
effect from and after its passage, and it is so enacted. 

[^N'oTE. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
Senate by two-thirds vote, yeas 22, nays 1 ; and reported to the House of 
Representatives, where it was amended and passed, no vote given; Senate 
concurred in House amendments, no vote given.] 

Approved April 10, 1901. 

Takes effect 90 days after adjournment. 



LIBERTY COUNTY— ROAD SYSTEM. 
H. B. No. 312.] Chapter LXV. 

An Act to authorize and create a more efficient system of public roads and 
bridges for Liberty county; for the issuance of bonds for said county, for the 
purpose of constructing permanent public roads; to authorize the investment 
of the public school fund of the State and of said county in such bonds; to 
provide for and limit the expenditure of moneys arising from the sale of such 
bonds; to prescribe and define the powers and duties of the commissioners 
court in reference thereto, and to validate public roads heretofore laid out and 
established in said county.. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
That all roads heretofore laid out or used as public roads in Liberty 
county, Texas, upon which overseers have been appointed, or to whi<3h 
hands have been assigned,- be and the same are hereby declared to be 
public roads within the meaning of the General Laws governing the 
same, and the location and laying out of the same is hereby validated. 

Sec. 2. The county commissioners court of Liberty county, may, as 
hereinafter provided, build or construct, or cause to be built or con- 
structed, in said county, lasting or permanent county roads and bridges 
of some permanent or durable material selected and agreed upon by said 
commissioners court, may also construct drains or ditches to carry off 
the water from such road or roads and from lands adjacent thereto, 
whenever and wherever the same can be done without conflicting with 
the rights of private property owners, and may take or condemn any 
lands necessary for the purpose of constructing roads under its general 
powers of eminent domain. 

Sec. 3. Whenever the commissioners court of said county shall deem 
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it necessary or expedient to build or construct any public roads and 
bridges of the character herein provided for, they shall pass a resolution, 
which may be done at any regular or special meeting of said court, set- 
ting forth that it is the sense of said court that public roads and bridges 
of a la?»ting and permanent nature should be constructed or built in said 
county, and that the county shall issue its bonds to raise money for that 
purpose. Said resolution shall be submitted to a vote of the property 
owners of said county, at any regular or special election, which may be 
ordered by the commissioners court for that purpose; if at said election 
a majority of the votes cast shall be for said resolution the same shall 
be adopted, but if a majority of the votes cast shall be against said reso- 
lution it shall be rejected. Such election shall be governed in all res- 
pects by the laws governing elections in this State, and the returns shall 
be made and canvassed in the same manner, and the result declared by 
the county judge, which proclamation shall be posted in at least^ three 
public places in said county, and at the option of the commissioners 
court published in some newspaper in said county. 

Sec. 4. No person shall be permitted to vote at any election as pro- 
vided for in Section 3 of this act, unless he is a property owner and tax- 
payer in. said county of Liberty; and unless he is otherwise a qualified 
voter of said county. Those desiring to vote for said resolution shall 
have written or printed on their ticket the words, "For the resolution to 
issue bonds to build permanent county roads and bridges," and those 
desiring to vote against the resolution shall have written or printed on 
their ticket the words, "Against the resolution to issue bonds to build 
permanent county roads and bridges." Such tickets shall be written or 
printed on plain white paper with black ink, and shall contain no dis- 
tinguishing marks or device, except the words above set out, and if 
printed shall be in type of unifonn size and face. 

Sec. 5. If at the election herein provided for, a majority of the qual- 
ified voters at such election shall vote in favor of the resolution provided 
for in Section 3 of this act, and after the commissioners court has can- 
vassed the said vote, and declared the result, and after the proclama- 
tion of the county judge declaring the result, has been posted for at 
least thirty days, it shall be the duty of the commissioners court to. 
prepare and execute the bonds of the county for such sum as may be 
deemed advisable by said commissioners court; said bonds to bear not 
exceeding five per cent, interest, payable annually, and which shall be 
redeemable in not less than ten years, and not more than forty years from 
date thereof, thfe maturity to be expressed on the face of said bonds, and 
the same shall not be sold or negotiated for less than their face or par 
value; provided, that in no case shall said county issue bonds under this 
act for a greater sum than a levy of fifteen cents on the one hundred dol- 
lars valuation of such county, as will yield sufficient revenue to pay the 
interest as it accrues, and at the same time create a sinking fund suflS- 
cient to pay the principal at maturity; provided further, that the issu- 
ance of all bonds under this act shall in all respects conform to the Gen- 
eral Laws of this State in regard to the' issuance. of bonds by counties, 
cities and towns, and especially in conformity with and under the pro- 
visions of Articles 918d, 918e and 918f, Kevised Statutes of 1895. 

Sec. 6. When the bonds of the county are issued and sold under the 
provisions of this act it shall be the duty of the county commissioners 
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court of said county to levy an annual ad valorem tax on all property in 
the county subject to taxation, which tax when collected shall be used 
onl}'^ for the purpose of paying the interest on the county road and 
bridge bonds/ and create a sinking fund to pay the principal of same; 
and after the adoption of the resolution herein provided for, it shall be 
unlawful for the county commissioners court to transfer any fund from 
the road and bridge fund to any other fund of said county or to divert 
the funds arising from the sale of such bonds or any fund that may 
be diverted from the road and bridge tax of said county to any other 
purpose than the construction and maintenance of the county roads and 
bridges of said county. 

Should the commissioners court of said county divert any funds con- 
trary to the provisions of this act, 'they, and each member of said court 
so acting or voting, shall be deemed guilty of malfeasance in office, and 
on conviction shall be. punished by a fine of two hundred dollars, and 
may be removed from office. 

Sec. 7. Whenever there shall be or remain in the treasury of this 
State any moneys to the credit of the permanent school fund, uninvested, 
the State Board of Education is authorized and empowered to lend the 
same to said county, when it shall have complied with the foregoing pro- 
visions of this act, by purchasing at par the permanent road and bridge 
bonds of said county, when satisfactory evidence is presented to said 
board that all the provisions of this act, as well as all other laws, relating 
to the investment of the school fund of this State, have been complied 
with, the State Board of Education shall have the preference to purchase 
said permanent road and bridge bonds when there is sufficient perma- 
nent school funds in the treasury, and they are satisfied that all the 
requirements of the law in reference to the issuance of said bonds, as 
well as all other laws, relating to the investment of the school fund of 
this State, have been complied with. Should there not be sufficient 
money in the treasury to the credit of the permanent school funds to 
purchase the whole issue of such county road and bridge bonds, then the 
State Board of Education may purchase said bonds to the extent of the 
funds on hand, or the county commissioners court may, at its option, 
place said issue of bonds elsewhere as to them may seem best for the 
interest of the county ; and in like manner the county permanent school 
fund may be invested in such bonds; and whenever said county shall 
have on hand permanent school funds uninvested, the said county shall 
have the preference to invest said funds in the road and bridge bonds of 
said county. 

Sec. 8. The moneys arising from the sale of the bonds herein pro- 
vided for shall not be used for any other purpose than the construction 
of durable and permanent county roads and bridges and the purchase of 
material therefor, and the county commissioners court or any county 
commissioner, or any other person who shall misapply or convert the 
same or any part thereof to any other purpose than the one named shall 
be deemed guilty of malfeasance in office and on conviction shall be pun- 
ished as hereinbefore provided for that offense. 

Sec. 9. All roads and bridges built under the provisions of this act, 
shall be laid out and constructed under the supervision of the county 
commissioners court and a competent civil engineer, the county surveyor 
or other competent person to be employed by the court for that purpose. 
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Sec. 1(J. That each member of the commissioners court of Liberty 
county shall be ex-officio road commissioners of their respective districts, 
and under the direction of the commissioners court shall have charge 
of all teams, tools and machinery belonging to the county, and placed 
in their hands by said court ; and it shall be their duty, under such rulea 
and regulations as the commissioners court may prescribe, to superin- 
tend the laying out of new roads, the making and changing of roads 
and building of bridges. Each of said commissioners shall, before enter- 
ing upon the duties of his office, execute a bond of one thousand dollars, 
with two or more good and sufficient sureties, payable to the county judge 
of said county for the use and benefit of the road and bridge fund, condi- 
tioned that they will perform all the duties required of them by law or 
by the commissioners court; and tfiat they will account for all money 
or other property belonging to the county that may come into their pos- 
session; provide^, that with the consent of the commissioners court, any 
one of the commissioners shall be allowed to appoint any competent per- 
son as a deputy road commissioner, who shall be required to execute the 
same bond that is required of commissioners in this section; and such 
deputy road commissioner shall be entitled to the same compensation 
that is allowed county commissioners for the same service; provided, 
that county commissioners shall not be allowed any compensation when a 
deputy road commissioner has been appointed. 

8ec. 11. The commissioners court of said county shall have' full 
authority, and it shall be their dut}-, to adopt such system for laying out, 
constructing, working, draining, and repairing the public roads in said 
county as they may deem best, and from time to time may change its 
plans or system of working. Said commissioners court shall have power 
to purchase teams, tools and machinery as may be necessary for the con- 
struction or working of said roads. Said court shall have power to con- 
struct, grade, or otherwise improve any road or bridge by contract. In 
such case said court, or the county judge, may advertise, in such manner 
as said court may determine, for bids to do such work, and the contract 
shall be awarded to the lowest responsible bidder, who shall «nter into 
bond payable to the county judge of said county, for the use of the road 
and bridge fund, with good and sufficient sureties to be approved by said 
court, and in such sum as said court may determine, for the faithful 
compliance with the terms of said contract, but the said court shall have 
the right to reject any and all bids. At the time of making such con- 
tract the court shall direct the county treasurer to pass the amount to 
the particular fund for that purpose, and the treasurer shall keep a sepa- 
rate account of such funds, and the same shall not be used for any other 
purpose, and can only be paid out on the order of said court; and the 
said court shall have the authority to employ any hands or teams to work 
on the roads, under such regulations and for such price as they may 
deem best. 

Sec. 12. In all cases where the cost of material and labor exceeds two 
hundred dollars, it shall be the duty of said court to construct, grade or 
otherwise improve any road or bridge by contract ; the same to be adver- 
tised for as provided for by said commissioners court. 

Sec. 13. Each county commissioner shall have control of all road 
overseers in his district, and shall deliver to each of them all teams, tools 
and machinery necessary in working the roads in the dis.trict of said 
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overseer so far as he has been supplied therewith by the commissioners 
court, taking the receipt of said road overseer therefor, specifying each 
item and giving its value, which receipt shall be a full answer of the lia- 
bility of the commissioner, and shall fix the- liability of the overseer; 
and any commissioner or overseer who shall have been intrusted with 
any tools, teams, or machinery belonging to said county, shall be liable 
for any damage that may occur to the same while in his possession. It 
shall be the duty of the road overseer when he has finished work on his 
road to return to said commissioner all teams, tools and machinery 
received from him, and to take up the receipt given therefor. 

Sec. 14. It shall be the duty of the county commissioner to inform 
himself of the condition of the public roads in his district^ and shall 
determine what character of work shall be done on said roads, and stall 
direct the manner of grading, draining or otherwise improving the same, 
which direction shall be observed and obeyed by all road overseers of his 
district. 

Sec. 15. The commissioner may require each road overseer in his 
district to call out the hands in such numbers as may be sufficient to 
perform the work, but no hand shall be required to work exceeding five 
days in any one year, unless the term of service prescribed by General 
Law shall be extended beyond that time; and provided, that all road 
hands in a particular district shall, as far as practicable be worked a 
uniform time. Each road overseer shall have full control of all road 
hands within his road district, and he shall see that each road hand, 
when called out, shall perform a good day^s work, and if any hand when 
so called out shall fail or refuse to perform a good day's work, or to work 
in the manner the overseer may direct he shall be liable to the same 
penalty as if he had failed to appear in obedience to the summons. The 
commissioners court may allow to any overseer who shall be engaged in 
the discharge of the duties of his office for more than five days during 
any one year, a compensation not to exceed one dollar and fifty cents per 
day for the time so served. 

Sec. 16. Any citizen of Liberty county liable for road duty, who 
shall on or before the first day of January of any year, pay to the county 
treasurer the sum of five dollars, shall be exempt from road duty, for 
such year beginning on the first day of January. The treasurer shall 
receive and receipt for all moneys so paid him, and place the same to 
the credit of the road and bridge fund and he shall keep a separate 
account for each road district from which it is received. The treasurer 
shall on the third day of January, or as soon thereafter as practicable, 
furnish to each county commissioner a list of all persons in their respect- 
ive districts that have paid said sum as provided in this section. 

Sec. 17. Whenever it shall be necessary to occupy any land for the 
purpose of opening, widening, straightening, or draining any road or 
part thereof, if the owner of such land and the county commissioners 
court cannot agree upon the damage to be paid, the county may pro- 
ceed to condemn the same in the same manner that a railroad company 
can condemn land for a righl; of way and the same proceedings may be 
had and the same right shall exist to each party as would exist if the 
proceedings were by a railroad company except that the county shall in 
DO case be required to give bond. 
Sec. 18. Each county commissioner when acting as road commie- 
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sioners shall be entitled to two dollars per day for services actually per- 
formed ; provided, he shall not receive more than twenty-five dollars per 
quarter for such services, which amount shall be paid out of the road 
and bridge fund when the account shall have been approved by the com- 
missioners court, and the court shall not approve said account unless the 
commissioner presenting it shall sign an oath that the account is just, 
due and unpaid, and specifying the number of days work actually per- 
formed by him, and that it was necessary to be done ; and no commissioner 
shall be entitled to pay as road commissioner while he is performing the 
duties of county commissioner. 

Sec. 19. Should the voters of Liberty county determine against the 
issuance of bonds as provided for in sections 3, 4, 5, and 6 of this act 
nothing herein contained shall be construed as in way or manner affect- 
ing the right of said county to levy the special road tax under the Greneral 
Laws, and in the manner provided for in Articles 4786, 4787, 4788 and 
4789 of the Eevised Civil Statutes of 1896. 

Sec. 20. This act shall be taken notice of by all the courts in the 
same manner as the General Laws of the State, and it shall be construed 
to be cumulative of all Greneral Laws of the State on the subject of roads 
and bridges, when riot in conflict therewith. 

[Note. — ^The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
House of Eepresentatives, no vote given, and passed the Senate, no vote 
given.] 

[Note. — The foregoing act was presented to the Governor of Texas 
for his approval, on the 6th day of April, A. D. 1901, but was not signed 
by him nor returned to the house in which it originated with his objec- 
tions thereto within the time prescribed by the Constitution, and there- 
upon became a law without his signature. — Geo. T. Keeble, Chief 
Clerk, Acting Secretary of State.] 

Takes effect 90 days after adjournment. 



PANOLA COUNTY— LLANO COUNTY— EOAD SYSTEM. 
H. B. No. 313.] Chapter LXVI. 

An Act to create a more efficient road system for Panola and Llano counties, 
Texas, and making the county commissioners of said counties ex-officio road 
commissioners, and prescribing their duties as such, and providing for the 
appointment of road overseers, and defining their duties; and for the working 
of county convicts upon the roads of said counties, and providing for the work- 
ing of insolvent poll taxpayers upon the roads of. said counties, and to provide 
for the summoning of teams for road work, and for allowance of time for road 
service for same, and fixing penalties for violations of this act, and to repeal 
all laws in conflict with this act as to Panola and Llano counties. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
That the members of the commissioners courts of Panola and Llano 
counties shall be ex-officio road commissioners of their respective dis- 
tricts, and under the direction of the commissioners court, shall have 
charge of all teams, tools and machinery belonging to the county, and 
placed in their hands by said county, and it shall be their duty, under 
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such rules and regulations as the commissioners court may prescribe to 
superintend the laying out of new roads, the making or changing of 
roads, and the building of bridges. 

Each of said commissioners shall, before entering upon the duties of 
his office, in addition to his regular bond as such county commissioner, 
execute a bond for one thousand dollars, with two or more good and 
sufficient sureties, payable to the county judge of said county for the use 
and benefit of the road and bridge fund, conditioned that he will per- 
form all the duties required of him by law or by the commissioners court, 
and that he will account for all moneys or property belonging to the 
county that may come into his possession. 

Sec. 2. The commissioners courts of said counties shall have full 
power and authority, and it shall be its duty, to adopt such system for 
working, laying out and draining and repairing the public roads of said 
counties as they may deem best, and from time to time said counties 
may change their plans or systems of working. Said commissioners 
court shall have full power to purchase or hire such teams, tools and 
machinery as may be necessary for the working of its roads; the said 
court shall have the power to construct, grade or improve any road or 
bridge by contract. Tn such case said court or county judge of said 
county may advertise, in such manner as said court may determine, for 
bids to do such work, and the contract shall be awarded to the lowest 
responsible bidder, who shall enter into bond, payable to the county 
judge of said county for the use of the said road and bridge fund, with 
good and sufficient sureties, to be approved by said court, and in such 
sum as said court may determine, for the faithful compliance with the 
terms of said contract, but said court shall have the right to reject any 
and all bids. At the time of making such contract the court shall direct 
the county treasurer to pass the amount to a particular fund for that 
purpose, and the treasurer shall keep a separate account of such funds, 
and the same shall not be used for any other purpose, and can only be 
paid out upon the order of said court, and the said court shall have 
authority to employ any hands or teams to work on the roads, under 
such regulations and for such price as they may deem best. 

Sec. 3. The commissioners courts of said counties may require all 
county convicts to labor on the public roads, under such regulations as 
they may prescribe, and such convicts so worked shall receive a compen- 
sation of fifty cents on his fine first, and then on the costs, for each day 
he may work. The commissioners court may provide such reasonable 
regulations and punishment as may be necessary to require such convicts 
to perform good work ; and may provide a reward, not to exceed ten dol- 
lars, to be paid out of the road and bridge fund, for the recapture and 
delivery of any escaped convict, to be paid to any person other than the 
guard or other person in charge of the convict at the time of his escape. 
Said reward, when offered and paid, shall be taxed against said convict, 
with all other actual costs for recapturing and returning said convict, and 
said convict shall be required to pay said reward and other costs in recap- 
turing and returning said convict. The commissioners court may grant 
a reasonable commutation of time for which a convict is committed as a 
reward for faithful service and good behavior, in no case to exceed one- 
tenth of the time. Said court may provide the necessary houses, prisons, 
clothing, bedding, food, medicine and medical attention, and guards for 
the safe and humane keeping of convicts. 
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Sec. 4. Every insolvent poll taxpayer of Panola and Llano counties, 
who shall fail or refuse to pay his poll tax, and if such tax cannot be 
otherwise collected by law, shall be compelled to pay such tax by working 
on the public county roads of such county for three days. In order to 
enforce the provisions of this section the tax collector of the county shall 
furnish to the several road commissioners of the county the names of 
the defaulting taxpayers of the county, on- or before the first day of 
March of each year, giving the place of residence of such defaulting tax- 
payer together with the amount due and unpaid by him. It shall be the 
duty of the road overseer when any defaulting poll taxpayer shall have 
discharged and paid the same, as herein provided, to report the same 
back to the tax collector, who shall credit the party on the tax roll for 
the amount paid ; and said overseer shall also report the same in his reg- 
ular report to the commissioners court. 

The persons required to do road duty under the provisions of this 
article shall be subject to prosecution for failure to so work, and subject 
to the same liabilities and punishment provided by the criminal laws .of 
ihe State for other cases for failure to appear and do good work when 
summoned so to do. And when they are convicted for so failing to work 
the roads they shall satisfy the fine and costs as in other convictions of 
misdemeanor. 

But any person summoned to work on the road under the provisions of 
this article may satisfy said summons and be relieved from said duty by 
paying to the road overseer, road commissioners or county treasurer the 
sum of three dollars, all of which shall go to the road and bridge fund. 

This article shall apply as well to the delinquent poll taxpayers in 
incorporated cities and towns as to those outside of said cities and towns. 

Sec. 5. Any citizen of said counties liable for road duty, who shall 
on or before the first day of February of any year, pay to the county 
treasurer, the commissioner of his precinct, or the road overseer, in case 
the road overseer is authorized to receive the same, of his road district, 
the sum of four dollars shall be exempt from road duty for such year, 
beginning on the first day of February ; and any person so liable to road 
duty may at any time before he has worked out the full five days as 
required, pay to the county treasurer, the commissioner of his precinct, 
or to the road overseer of his district, the sum of seventy-five cents for 
each day of the remaining time for which he may be still liable to road 
duty, and by so doing shall be exempt from road duty for such year. 

I^'he treasurer or the road overseer to whom the money may be so paid 
shall receive the same and receipt for it, and when any money shall be 
so paid to any. road overseer it shall be by him promptly paid to the 
county treasurer, who shall also receive and receipt for all the money so 
paid to him by such road overseer, and when the treasurer may receive 
any money under the provisions of this section he shall place the same 
to the credit of the road and bridge fund, and he shall keep a separate 
account for each road district from which it is received; and the county 
treasurer shall, as soon after each payment hereunder as practicable, 
furnish to each county commissioner a list of all persons in their respect- 
ive districts that have paid said sum as provided in this section. 

Sec. 6. Each county commissioner shall have control of all road over- 
seers in his district and shall deliver to each of them so far as he has 
been supplied by the commissioners court, all teams, tools and machinery 
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necessary in working the roads in the district of said overseer, taking 
receipt of said overseer therefor, specifying each item and giving it? 
value, which receipt shall be a full answer of the liability of the commis- 
sioner, and ifhall fix the liability of the overseer, and any commissioner 
or overseer who shall have been intrusted with any teams, tools or 
machinery belonging to said county shall be liable for any damage that 
may occur to the same wliile in his possession caused by negligence or 
want of due care of same, and shall not use or permit the same to be used 
for private purposes. It shall be the duty of the road overseer, when he 
has finished work on his road to return to said commissioner all tools, 
teams and machinerj' received from him and take up the receipt given 
therefor. 

Sec. 7. It shall be the duty of the commissioners when acting as road 
commissioners to inform themselves of the condition of the public roads 
in their district, and they shall determine what character of work shall 
be done upon said roads, and shall direct the manner of grading, drain- 
ing or otherwise improving the same, which direction shall be observed 
and obeyed by aU overseers in their district. 

Sec. 8. The commissioners court may require each road overseer in 
his district to call out the hands in such numbers as niay be sufficient to 
perform the work, but no road hand shall be required to work exceeding 
five days in any one year, or three days with himself and team, unless 
the term of service as prescribed by the General Laws shall be extended 
beyond that time; provided, that all road hands in a particular district 
shall as far as practicable be worked a uniform time. 

Each road overseer, or in ease of his absence any person deputized by 
him, shall have full control of all road hands within his district, and see 
that each hand when cabled out shall perform a good day's work of not 
less than eight hours, and if any hand when so called out shall fail or 
refuse to do a good day's work of not less than eight hours, or to work in 
the manner the overseer may direct, he shall be liable to the same penalty 
as if he had failed to appear in obedience to the summons. 

The commissioners court may allow any overseer, who shall be engaged 
in the discharge of the duties of his office for more than five days during 
any one year, a compensation not to exceed one dollar per day for* the 
time so served. 

Sec. 9. Every person liable to work on the public roads in Panola and 
Llano counties who shall pay to his road overseer at any time before the 
day appointed to work on his road, the sum of one dollar for each day 
that he is summoned to work,' shall be exempt from work for each day 
paid for. 

Sec. 10. Each person summoned to work on the road shall take with 
him an ax, hoe, pick, shovel, spade, plow, scraper, or such other tool as 
may be desired and directed by the overseer; or if he has no such tools 
as are desired or directed by the overseer, to take with him, he shall take 
such other suitable tools as he may have ; provided, the county shall be 
liable for and the commissioners court, under such regulations as they 
may prescribe, shall pay for all such breakage or damage to tools, as may 
have resulted from public road work, and not caused by the negligence 
of the person furnishing the same. Such overseer may also summon and 
require such road hand to bring with him for road work such team or 
teams as he may have on hand suitable for road work; provided, such 
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band shall be allowed two and one-half days' time put in by hand and 
his team, and one and one-half days' time for such team without such 
hand. 

Sec. 11. If any person liable to road work, after being legally sum- 
moned, shall intentionally fail or refuse to attend, either in person or by 
an able and competent substitute, or fail or refuse to furnish his team or 
tools at the time and place designated by the person summoning him, or 
to pay to the overseer such sum as one dollar per 'day for each day sum- 
moned to work, he shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and on con- 
viction thereof shall be fined in any sum not to exceed ten dollars. 

Sec. 12. At the first regular term of the commissioners court of each 
year, all road overseers shall make their report under oath, upon the 
forms to be furnished them by said court, which said report shall be 
examined by said court, and all accounts for service or labor performed 
for over work* by such overseer during the past year, and of moneys had 
and expended by him shall be audited and settled ; as soon thereafter as 
practicable said commissioners court shall appoint and commission said 
overseer for the succeeding year. Any overseer intentiooally^ failing to 
perform his duties as such overseer, or failing or refusing to* serve and 
perform the duties of overseer when appointed by said court, or to per- 
form any other duties required of him by law or by the commissioners 
court, or by the commissioner of his district, shall be deemed guilty of 
a misdemeanor, and upon conviction shall be fined in any sum not exceed- 
ing twenty-five dollars. 

Sec. 13. Whenever it shall be necessary to occupy any land for the 
opening, widening, straightening, changing or draining any road or any 
part thereof, if the owner of said land cannot agree with the court as to 
the damages to be paid, the court may proceed to condemn the same in 
the same manner that a railroad company can condemn land for a right 
of way, and the same proceedings may be had and the same rights shall 
exist to each party that would exist if the proceedings were by a railroad 
company, except that the county shall in no case be required to give bond. 

Sec. 14. Each county commissioner, when acting as road commis- 
sioner, shall not be entitled to more than two dollars per day of eight 
hours actual service performed, provided that he shall not receive more 
than fifty dollars per quarter; said per diem to be paid out of the road 
and bridge fund, when the account shall have been approved by the com- 
missioners court, and the court shall not approve said account unless the 
commissioner presenting it shall make oath, that the account is just, due 
and unpaid, and said account shall specify the number of days work act- 
ually performed by him, and the number of hours each day, and that 
the same was necessary to be done under the circumstances, and no com- 
missioner shall be entitled to pay as road commissioner, while performing 
the duties of county commissioner, nor shall he receive any additional 
pay than that provided by this section for inspecting or riding over his 
roads. 

Sec. 1 5. In all cases where the cost of material and labor exceed one 
hundred dollars, it shall be the duty of said court to construct, grade or 
otherwise improve any road or bridge by contract, the same to be adver- 
tised for as prescribed by said commissioners court. 

Sec. 16. This act shall be taken notice of by all courts in the same 
manner as the General Laws of the State, and it shall be construed to be 
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cumulative of all General Laws of the State on the subject of roads and 
bridges, when not in .conflict therewith, but in case of conflict, this act 
shall control as to Panola and Llano counties. 

Sec. 17. The fact that there is now no sufficient general road law in 
force in this State, creates an emergency and an imperative public neces- 
sity that the constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three several 
days be suspended, and that this act take eifect and be in force from and 
after its passage, and it is so enacted. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
House of Eepresentatives, no vote given, and passed the Senate, no vote 
given.] 

[Note. — The foregoing act was presented to the Governor of Texas 
for his approval on the 4th day of April, A. D. 1901, but was not signed 
by him nor returned to the house in which it originated with his objec- 
tions thereto within the time prescribed by the Constitution, and there- 
upon became a law without his signature. — Geo. T. Keeble, Chief Clerk, 
Acting Secretary of State.] 

Takes effect 90 days after adjournment. 



NACOGDOCHES COUNTY— ROAD SYSTEM. 
H. B. No. 378.] Chapter LXVIL 

An Act to create a more efficient road system for Nacogdoches county, Texas, 
and making the county commissioners of said county ex-officio road commis- 
sioners, and prescribing their duties as such, and providing for their compen- 
sation as such road commissioners; and providing for working of county con- 
victs upon the public roads of said county, and providing for a reward to be 
offered for the recapture of an escaped county convict, and taxing said reward 
and all actual costs of capture and delivery of said convict against said con- 
vict, and providing for a penalty for the escape of a county convict; and pro- 
viding the amount of compensation to be allowed to road hands for teams, 
plows, scrapers and wagons; and providing for the condemnation of land for 
public road purposes; providing for the working of delinquent poll taxpayers 
residing in cities and towns as well as in the country on the roads, and reliev- 
ing them from the performance of said work by the payment of the sum of 
four dollars; providing for the ages of male persons liable to serve as over- 
seers, and to work on the public roads of the county; providing for a special 
road and bridge tax to be levied for Nacogdoches county; and providing fur- 
ther, making this law cumulative of the General Laws, and in case of a conflict 
this act to govern as to Nacogdoches county, Texas, and to repeal special road 
law. Chapter 82, Acts of 1899, Twenty-sixth Legislature, as to Nacogdoches 
county, atid declaring an emergency. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
That the members of the commissioners court of Nacogdoches county 
shall be ex-of!icio road commissioners of their respective precincts, and 
'ander the direction of the commissioners court, shall have charge of all 
the teams, tools, machinery and appliances belonging to the county, and 
placed in their hands by the said court ; and it shall be their duty, under 
such rules and regulations as the commissioners court shall prescribe, to 
superintend the laying out of new roads, or changing of established roads, 
and the building or repairing of bridges, the working, laying out, drain- 
lO-G. L. 
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ing, building and repairing of public roads, the control over all road 
overseers, and such other matters pertaining to public roads and bridges 
in their respective precincts as the commissioners court may require. 

Sec. 2. Each of said commissioners shall, before entering upon the 
duties of his office, execiite a bond of one thousand dollars, with two or 
more good and sufficient sureties payable to the county judge of said 
county and his successors in office, for the use and benefit of the road and 
bridge fund, conditioned that he will perform all the duties required of 
him by law, or by the commissioners court, and that he will properly 
account for all money or property belonging to the county, and which 
may come into his possession. 

Sec. 3. It shall be the duty of the road commissioner to inform him- 
self of the condition of the public roads and bridges in his precinct, and 
he shall determine what character of work shall be done upon said roads 
or bridges, and shall direct the manner of grading, draining or other- 
wise improving the roads, or repairing bridges, which directions shall be 
observed and obeyed by all road overseers and employes of his precinct. 

Sec. 4. Each road commissioner shall have control over all road over- 
seers in his precinct, and shall deliver to each of them all teams, tools 
and machinery necessary in working the road in the said overseer^s road 
district, so far as he has been supplied therewith by the commissioners 
court, taking the receipt of said overseer therefor, specifying each item 
and giving its value, which receipt shall be a full answer of the liability 
of the commissioner, and shall fix the liability of the overseer, and any 
commissioner or overseer who shall have been entrusted with any team, 
tool or machinery belonging to said county shall be liable for any dam- 
ages that may occur to the same while in his possession, caused by his 
negligence or misconduct. 

Sec. 5. Each road commissioner shall take charge of all teams, 
machinery, tools and implements placed under his control by the com- 
missioners court, and execute his receipt therefor, which shall be filed 
with the county clerk, and he shall be responsible for the safe keeping of 
all such teams, machinery, tools and implements, and the proper expendi- 
ture, and paying out of any money belonging to the road or bridge fund 
that maj come into his hands by donation, or so far as he has been sup- 
plied therewith by the commissioners court, and upon the expiration of 
his term of office, or in case of his resignation or removal, he shall 
deliver all such property and money to his successor, or such other person 
as the commissioners court may direct. 

Sec. 6. Each road commissioner shall see that all the roads and 
bridges in his precinct are kept in good repair and he may, under the 
direction of the commissioners court inaugurate and carry out a system 
of working, grading and draining the public roads in his precinct He 
shall have the general supervision over all the county convicts worked on 
roads in his precinct, but this shall not prevent the commissioners court 
from employing some other person to watch and manage such convicts 
and direct the work to be done by them. 

Sec. 7. Each road commissioner may require each road overseer in 
his precinct to call out the hands in such numbers as may be sufficient to 
perform the work, and require overseers to work all the road hands in 
their particular districts for the term of five days (nor more than ten 
days) in each year, and shall see that the overseers measure their roadsj 
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set up mile posts, place proper index boards, and replace mile posts and 
index boards as required by law. 

Sec. 8. Each road commissioner shall keep an accurate account of all 
moneys received by him on account of the road fund or bridge fund, and 
shall make a report iinder oath to the commissioners court at each reg- 
ular terni thereof, showing an itemized account of all money belonging 
to the road and bridge fund he has received, from whom or what source 
received, and what disposition he has made of the same ; the condition of 
the roads, bridges and culverts in his precinct; what if any, new roads, 
and kind should be opened or discontinued and what, if any, bridges, 
culverts or other improvements are necessary to place the roads in his 
precinct in good condition, and the probable cost of such improvement; 
the name of every overseer who has failed to work the road or in any 
way neglected to perform his duty, and such other matters as the court 
may desire information upon, and shall make such other report at such 
times as such court may require. 

Sec. 9. Each road commissioner shall obtain from the tax collector 
of his county, after the first day of February and before the first day of 
M^arch, of each year, a full list of the delinquent poll taxpayers of his 
precinct for the previous year, and the persons in said list as delinquent 
poll taxpayers, shall be subject to road duty for the period of three days 
during such year, and they shall be summoned as in other cases, to work 
the road in the road district or precinct in which such person may reside ; 
and the performance of the road service provided for in this article shall 
not exonerate the persons from any other road duty to which the person 
performing the same may be subject, but this shall be taken as cumu- 
lative; and all persons so appearing on said list, who are delinquent poll 
taxpayers, and reside in incorporated cities and towns in the county, 
shall also be subject to road duly for the period of three days during such 
year, and they shall be apportioned among the overseers in charge of 
roads leading out of such city or town in which they reside, as the road 
commissioner may deem best, to be summoned by such overseers as in 
other cases, to work the roads in the road precinct to which they are 
assigned. 

It shall be the duty of the road overseer, whenever any defaulting poll 
taxpayer shall have discharged the poll tax by labor, to report the same 
to the road commissioner, who in turn reports the same to the commis- 
sioners court, to be credited to the party on the delinquent tax rolls 
returned by the tax collector to the court for the amount thus satisfied; 
said overseer shall report the same in his regular report to the commis- 
sioners coiirt. 

But any person delinquent for poll taxes summoned on the road under 
the provisions of this article, may satisfy said summons and be relieved 
from said duty by paying to the road commissioner the sum of three dol- 
lars, all of which shall go to the road fund to the credit of the commis- 
sioners precinct in which such person resides ; and said road commissioner 
shall keep strict and accurate account of all such money received, report 
same to the commissioners court, and pay over the same promptly to the 
'bounty treasurer, who shall credit same to the fipecial road fund to be 
l^ept by him for such precinct. 

If any person, liable under the law to work upon the public roads, shall 
wilfully fail or refuse to attend, either in person or by substitute, at the 
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time and place designated by the road overseer of his district or pre- 
cinct, after being legally summoned, or shall fail, on or before the day for 
which he is summoned to attend, to pay such overseer the sum of one 
dollar per day for each day he may have been notified to work on the 
road, or having attended, shall fail to perform any duty required of him 
by law, and such overseer, he shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, 
and on conviction shall be fined in any sum not exceeding ten dollars. 

Sec. 10. Each road commissioner shall be entitled to two dollars per 
day for services actually performed, not to exceed seventy-five dollars in 
any one quarter, said per diem to be paid out of the road fimd when the 
account shall have been approved by the commissioners court; and the 
court shall not approve said account unless the commissioner presenting 
it shall sign an affidavit to same, that the account is just, due and unpaid, 
and that the work was actually performed by him, and that it was- neces- 
sary to be done ; and said account shall specify the number of days work 
by him, and the dates thereof, and no commissioner shall be entitled to 
pay as road commissioner while he is performing the duties of county 
commissioner and receiving pay therefor. 

Sec. 11. The commissioners court of Nacogdoches county shall have 
full power and authority, and it shall be its duty to adopt such system 
for working, laying out and draining and repairing the public roads in 
said county as it may deem best, and from time to time said county may 
change its plan and system for working the same. The commissioners 
court of said county shall have power to purchase such teams, tools and 
machinery as may be necessary for the working of its roads, or to hire 
all necessary road machinery, tools, and implements, teams and labor, or 
either, to grade, drain, build or repair the roads of such county, and to 
make all reasonable and necessary rules, orders and regulations not in 
conflict with law for laying out, working and otherwise improving the 
public roads, and to utilize the labor and money expended thereon, and 
to enforce the same. But no change in any road shall be made that 
lengthens the same, unless same be made to place the road on better 
ground. 

Sec. 12. The commissioners court of said county may make contracts 
for all supplies and materials to be used in feeding the hands and teams 
employed on the public roads and in the work of the same, and may pro- 
vide the necessary tents for the same. 

Sec. 13. The commissioners court or road commissioners may accept 
donations of money, lands, labor and men, teams, tools, implements or 
machinery, or any other kind of property or material to aid in building 
roads or bridges in the county or precincts, and the court may authorize 
any person to make to make a drain along any public road, for the pur- 
pose of draining his lands, and require the person draining his land to 
do such work under the direction of the road commissioner of the pre- 
cinct. 

Sec. 14. The commissioners court shall see that the road and the 
bridge funds of their county is judiciously and equitably expended on the 
roads and bridges of the county, and as nearly as the conditions and 
necessity of the roads will permit, it shall be expended in each justice's 
precinct in proportion to the amount collected in such precinct; and in 
expending money in building permanent roads the money shall first b.c 
used only on first and second class roads. 
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Sec. 15. The commissioners court of said county shall have power 
and authority to build or construct, or cause to be built or constructed, 
in the county, lasting or permanent county roads and bridges of some 
permanent or durable material, to be selected and agreed upon by said 
commissioners court, and may also construct drains or ditches to carry 
oi! the water ftom such road or roads, and from lands adjacent thereto, 
whenever and wherever same can be done, and may take and condemn 
any land or lands necessary for the purpose of constructing roads or 
drains, and it may authorize the road commissioners, overseer or con- 
tractor to enter upon and take from any land adjacent to any public road, 
earth, gravel, stone or other material necessary for the construction and 
repair, grading or improvement of such road or drains, under its general 
powers of eminent domain. 

Sec. 16. Whenever the said court shall deem it necessary or expedient 
to build or construct permanent roads and bridges or either, they may 
order such roads and bridges to be surveyed and laid out and proper pro- 
files and estimates thereof made by a competent civil engineer, the county 
surveyor, or other competent person, to be employed by the county for 
that purpose and constructed under the supervision of the road commis- 
sioner and a civil engineer or county surveyor or other competent person. 

Sec. 17. Whenever it shall be necessary to occupy any land for the 
purpose of opening, widening, straightening, grading, making embank- 
ments, filling or draining any road or part thereof, if the owner of such 
land, and the commissioners court cannot agree upon the damages to be 
paid, the county may proceed to condemn the same in the same manner 
that a railroad company, under the law now existing, and hereafter 
passed, may condemn land for right of way; and the same proceedings 
may be had and the same rights shall exist to each party as would exist 
if the proceedings were by a railroad company, except that the county 
shall in no case be required to give bond; provided, that nothing con- 
tained in this section shall be held to repeal the provisions of the General 
Law relating to the opening of public roadg by jury of view ; this section 
shall be held to be cumulative thereof, and the commissioners court of 
N^acogdoches county may act under such general law or the provisions 
of this section at their option in such case. 

Sec. 18. Th% commissioners court of said county may require all 
county convicts, not otherwise employed, to labor upon the public roads 
of such county, under such regulations as they may prescribe for the 
working of such convicts within the limits of said county, and each con- 
vict so worked shall receive a credit of fifty cents on his fine and costs 
for each day he may so labor. Such court may provide such reasonable 
regulations and punishments as may be necessary to require such convicts 
to labor; but no convict shall be required to labor on Sunday. Said 
court may provide such reasonable remedies necessary to prevent a con- 
vict from escaping, and may provide the necessary houses, prisons, pro- 
visions, clothing, bedding, food, medicines and medical attention for the 
coi]victs, and guards for the same keeping of the convicts; and may pro- 
vide a reward, not to exceed ten dollars, to be paid out of the road fund, 
for the recapture and delivery of any escaped convict, to be paid to any 
person, other than the guard or person in charge of such convict at the 
time of his escape, which reward shall be added to said convict's fine and 
costs, and he be required to work out the same. 
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Said court shall, at a regular term, allow to the otficers and witnesses 
so much of the amount of their costs for the arrest and conviction of said 
convicts due them, and adjudging against such convicts, as has been 
worked out at fifty cents per day, as is provided for in Article 3742, 
Ke.vised Civil Statutes of 1895. The said amount shall be paid out of 
the road fund upon the order of the court, when said fine" and costs have 
been worked out as provided in this section ; provided, that this act shall 
not be construed so as to relieve any convict from payment of all costs 
for which he would be liable under the General Laws of this State. 

Sec. 19. Whereas a special tax for the maintenance of the public 
roads is levied and collected, as provided for in Section 9, of Article 8, 
of the Constitution or otherwise, the commissioners court of said county 
shall not be compelled to require persons subject to road duty to work 
on the roads, as prescribed in existing General Laws^ but said court may 
cause said roads, to be worked wholly by taxation, or by taxation in 
connection with road service, as such court may deem best. And the said 
court shall have authority to employ such labor as may be necessary to 
work the public roads of the county, to be paid for out of the road fund; . 
such labor shall be under the control of the road commissioner of the 
precinct in which the road is located ; provided, that no contract shall be 
made that will reasonably extend beyond the term of office of commis- 
sioners making the contract. 

Sec. 20. The commissioners court of said county may, when deemed 
best, construct, grade, gravel, drain or otherwise improve any road or 
bridge by contract. In such case said court or the county judge may 
advertise, in such manner as said court may determine for bids to do 
such work, and the contract shall be awarded to the lowest responsible 
bidder, who shall enter into bond in such amount as said court may 
determine, with good and sufficient sureties, payable to the county judge 
and his successors in office, for the faithful compliance with such con- 
tract; but said court shall have the right to reject any and all bids. 

Sec. 21. Whenever the commissioners court of said county may deem 
best to build or construct, or cause to be built or constructed, lasting or 
permanent roads in the coimty, or grade, gravel or otherwise improve 
such road, by contract or otherwise, and they find it necessary to widen 
the. road or to make as straight a road as is practicably said court shall 
have power and may employ a competent surveyor, who shall be an engi- 
neer; to make a proper survey of such road or so much thereof as said 
court may deem necessary to be built, constructed or otherwise improved, 
together with the frontage of each tract of land abutting on said road. 

Sec. 22. The surveyor shall as soon as practicable after his employ- 
ment proceed to make as accurate survey and system of levels of the 
necessary grade line of said roads, and shall cause substantial stakes or 
monuments to be placed along said lines at intervals of one hundred feet, 
together with such intermediate stakes as may be necessary, numbered 
progressively, and shall establish permanent marks along said line at 
intervals of one mile or less, as may be necessary, and established by stakes 
or monuments of a difl^erent character and appearance from all other 
stakes and monuments, the highest point upon said road between natural 
water courses crossed by the road; and surveyor shall also measure and 
establish suitable marks the frontage of each tract of land abutting on 
said road, and ascertain and give the name of each owner thereof, and if 
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there be a natural waterway adjacent to the line of said road and the 
?ame is necessary to be utilized as an. outlet to lead the water at any point 
from said road, and its ditches, the surveyor shall measure the distance 
to same, and run the line of levels thereto, at the nearest practicable 
point on such road and ditch. He shall prepare a map showing the 
location of said road, together with the position of stakes or monuments 
with numbers corresponding with those on the ground, and the position 
of marks, with the elevations referred to. Said map shall also show the 
lines and distance of frontage of adjacent land, and name of the owner, 
and the course and distance to any adjacent water course, together with 
a profile of the line of the road, which shall show the assumed datum the 
natural grade line of the road, and the proposed grade line of the road, 
not to rise or fall in lineal course more than fifteen inches to the sixteen 
and one-half feet ; and the said map, or the explanation to the same shall 
in tabular form give the height of the grade, width at the bottom, and 
the width at the top and at each one hundred feet stake or monument 
upon the following bases of datum: For first class roads entire width 
to be 60 feet, grade 20 feet wide at bottom ; second class road^ to be 50 
feet wide, grade 16 feet at bottom; third class road 30 feet wide, grade 
15 feet wide at bottom. Said map or explanation to the same shall show 
the total number of yards to be excavated, and the number of yards to 
fill, and an estimate of the cost of each portion of the road lying between 
each five hundred feet stake or monument, together with an estimate 
of total cost of the whole work for said road, and proper drainage ; and 
the surveyor shall, as soon as the survey is completed, prepare and file, 
together with his report and map as herein provided for, specifications 
in detail for the execution of the same, together with the statement of 
the locality of all necessary culverts for drainage, and the dimensions, 
and character of the material required therefor. The survey report, 
map, explanation, specifications, and estimates herein provided for shall 
be filed by the surveyor with the clerk of the commissioners court, as soon 
after his employment as may be practicable, having in view an accurate 
and complete report upon the physical conditions to be met with in the 
construction of said road or section thereof. 

Sec. 23. At any regular, called or special session of the commis- 
sioners court, af the filing of the surveyor's report, map, explanation, 
specifications and estimate of the surveyor, provided for in this act, it 
shall appear to the court, from such a report that it be necessary to occupy 
any lands adjacent to the road surveyed for the purpose of opening, 
^dening, straightening, grading and draining, or either, any such road 
or any part thereof, if the owner of such land and the county cannot 
agree upon the damages, if any, to be paid, the county may proceed to 
condemn the same as herein provided for in Section 17 of this act, 
or the court may appoint five freeholders of the county not interested 
directly in the construction of the proposed w<jrk as a land owner adja- 
cent to or abutting on said road, and not of kin to any of the parties 
so directly interested therein, who shall constitute a jury of view, who 
shall meet at a time and place to be specified by said court in the order 
appointing them, and the clerk of the court shall, thereupon issue to each 
of said jury of view a copy of the order of the court and a precept to the 
sheriff to serve the same upon the jurors within ten days after such order 
was made, and the sheriff receiving such copies shall serve the same upon 
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the jurors by delivering to each of them in person a copy of the order 
provided for, or by leaving such copy at the usual place of abode of such 
juror within ten days after the sheriff receives said copies, and he shall 
make his return to the clerk on the precept stating the date and manner 
of service, or if service has not been made, stating the cause of his failure 
to make the same; and any juror, summoned as such, who shall fail or 
refuse to perform the services required of him by law as such juror, shall 
forfeit and pay for every such failure the sum of ten dollars to be recov- 
ered by judgment upon suit of the county attorney in the name of the 
county in any court of competent jurisdiction of the county in which 
such defaulter may reside. 

Sec. 24. The jur}' of view shall proceed with the road commissioner 
of the precinct where the surveyed road is located, who shall take with 
him the original report, map, explanation, specifications and estimate of 
the surveyor for the use of the jury at the time and place specified in 
the order of the court appointing them, after notice has been given to 
each abutting land owner as hereinafter provided, and after having taken 
the following oath before any officer authorized to administer the game, 
towit. "I do solemnly swear that 1 am not directly interested in the 
construction of the proposed road, nor in any land abutting on the same, 
and that I will assess the damages to land owners if any there be, accord- 
ing to law, without bias or prejudice, malice or hatred to the best of my 
Imowledge and ability, so help me God," and after viewing the road and 
abutting lands surveyed by the engineer, and after hearing all protests, 
claims, and remonstrances offered and presented, taking into considera- 
tion the relative amount of benefit derived by said land from the con- 
struction of such road, and they shall assess tlie amount of damages or 
compensation due to each land owner, if any, for the land to be taken 
necessary to be occupied, for the purpose of opening, widening, straight- 
ening, grading and draining, or either, any such road or any part thereof, 
or through whose land any lateral ditoh or drain is or may be constructed 
under the order of appointment necessary to drain the road; which dam- 
age or compensation assessed, if any shall first be ordered to be paid by 
the county out of the road fund of the county, and the treasurer shall 
have paid the same, or secured its payment by a special deposit of the 
amount in his office, subject to the order of such owner and shall notify 
such owner by mail or otherwise of such deposit. 

Sec. 26. The road commissioner shall issue a notice in writing to the 
land owner of each abutting tract of land along said road a part of whose 
land is sought to be taken for the road, and to each land owner through 
whose land a ditch or drain for the road is sought to be made, or to his 
or their agent or attorney of the time and place where the jury shall 
assess the damages incidental to the taking of the land or construction 
of a ditoh for the road, which notice shall be served by any person com- 
petent to testify, or throijgh mail by registered letter, upon such owner, 
his agent or attorney at least five days before the day named therein. 
If such owner is a non-resident and his address is known, and has no 
agent or attorney in the county, the notice shall be given by registered 
letter through the mail ten days prior, and if his residence or address 
is unknown by publication for four weeks in a newspaper published in 
that county prior to the date named for the meeting of the jury of view. 
The cost of such registered mail notice and of such publication shall be 
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paid by the county, on an order of the court, and proper retiirns of said 
notice showing how same have been served, shall be filed with the report 
of the jury of view. 

Sec. 26. Any person whose land may be affected by such road and its 
lateral drain ditches, if any, may at any time stated, m such notice or 
previously thereto present to the jury a statement in writing of any objec- 
tions to or dissatisfaction therewith, and any claim for damages which 
he may have sustained by reason of the taking of his land for road pur- 
poses, and the making of lateral drain ditches, and a failure to make such 
objections or claim for damages or compensation in writing as herein 
specified shall be deemed a waiver of all claim or right thereto, all of 
which objection or claim shall be returned to the commissioners court 
in connection with the report of the jury of view, provided, that any 
abutting land owner shall have the right also to appear before, and be 
heard by the commissioners court on his protest or remonstrance or claim 
against the action of the jury of view. 

Sec. 27. The jury of view shall make a report to the commissioners 
court as soon as practicable after their meeting signed by at least three 
of said jury, and duly verified under oath, of their action and findings in 
the matter, and shall return with their report the name of each land 
owner, the number of acres and the amount of damages assessed or com- 
pensation awarded^ for each land owner. The road commissioner shall 
carefully preserve from damage and duly return with the report of the 
jur}^ of view, the map, profile, explanation, specifications and estimates 
of the surveyor, and all claims and objections presented by the land own- 
ers, and all notices «nd returns of services thereof on land owners, agents 
or attorneys, and the same shall be filed with the clerk of the. commis- 
sioners court and shall become a public record and be preserved as such, 
and the court shall act upon such report at the next regular term, and 
approve or reject the same. 

Sec. 28. If the commissioners court shall approve of the report of 
the jury and order that such road and lateral ditches, if any, to be 
opened, they shall consider the assessment and damages by the jury and 
claimant's statement thereof, and allow to such owner just damages or 
adequate compensation for the land taken, and when paid, or secured by 
deposit with the county treasurer to the credit of such land owner, they 
may proceed to have such road and lateral drain ditches, if any, opened 
and constructed, by contract or otherwise as they may deem best. 

If the owner of the land is not satisfied with the assessment by the 
commissioners court, he may appeal therefrom as in cases of appeal from 
judgment of justices court, but such appeal shall not prevent the com- 
missioners court from opening the road and drain ditches, if any, and 
improve the same, but shall be only to fix the amount of damages in con- 
troversy between the owner, and the county, and if a greater amount of 
damages is obtained on appeal; the county shall pay the excess and the 
costs, but if no greater damages are obtained the party taking the appeal 
shall pay all costs. 

Sec. 29. The said jury of view shall each receive the sum of one 
dollar and fifty cents per day as compensation for their services for each 
day so actually engaged ; and said surve5''or and engineer shall receive as 
compensation such sum as may be allowed by the commissioners court, 
not to exceed five dollars per day. 
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Sec. 30. In all cases where the cost of material and labor exceeds the 
sum of two hundred dollars, it shall be the duty of said court to con- 
struct, grade, or gravel or otherwise improve any road, or bridge by con- 
tract, the same io be advertised for as provided by said commissioners 
court. 

Sec. 31. At the regular or called term in November of each year and 
as soon as practicable, the commissioners court shall appoint overseers 
for each first, second and third class public road or for each road precinct 
in the county, and to remove the same at any regular or called term in 
the year when they prove inefficient or incapable upon the report of the 
road commissioner, and to appoint others in their places, and the court 
shall also apportion all the able-bodied male persons in the county, sub- 
ject to road duty, to the several overseers, and the hands shall as nearlj' 
as practicable, be apportioned to work on the road or road precincts near- 
est to their place of abode giving roads of the first class the preference. 

Sec. 32. The commissioners court may allow to any overseer who 
shall be engaged in the discharge of the duties of his office for more than 
five days during any one year, a compensation not to exceed one dollar 
and twenty-five cents per day, when such service is performed by him 
upon a written order or recommendation of his road commissioner; and 
the court may allow to any owners, who have been warned by an overseer 
of a public road upon the written order of the road commissioner to 
bring any teams and wagons, plows, scrapers or any road implements, for 
service on the road, pay at the rate of $1.50 per day for double team; 
$2.00 per day for double team and wagon; and $1.50 per day for single 
t^am, and wagon or cart. •' 

Sec. 33. In order that the intent and provisions of this bill may be 
carried out, and in order to raise the fimds, to meet the costs of this road 
system, the commissioners court of Nacogdoches county, are hereby 
ordered to assess and collect a tax on all property of the county not to 
exceed fifteen cents on the one hundred dollars of valuation, this tax to 
be known as a road and bridge tax, and it is to be applied only to the 
construction, grading, graveling, draining or otherwise improving any 
roads or bridges in the county, and for no other purpose, and it is under- 
stood that all other funds that are now used for road and bridge purposes, 
are to be continued as they are now used and the tax specified and author- 
ized by this section is to be considered supplemental thereto, and in no 
case shall the tax contemplated, added to any other road or bridge tax, 
ever exceed the sum of fifteen cents on the one hundred dollars of taxable 
values in this county for road and bridge purposes. 

Sec. 34. As this act contemplates' a system of good roads "for Nacog- 
doches county, which will necessarily take a number of years to complete, 
nothing in this act is to be construed to prevent the. assessment and col- 
lection of road and bridge taxes not to exceed fifteen cents per the one 
hundred dollars of taxable values in this county, when an election for 
that purpose has been held according to law as provided for in Section 9, 
Article 8 of the Constitution, in said county. 

ROAD OVERSEERS AND ROAD HANDS. 

Sec. 35. All male persons between the ages of twenty-one and fifty 
years shall be liable, and it is hereby made their duty, when appointed 
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to serve as overseer and to work on, repair, clean out and perform such 
labor on the public roads, under the provisions of the General Law on 
roads and bridges of the State, and of this act, except invalids, ministers 
of the gospel, members of the companies of volunteer guards organized 
under provisions of the title "Militia*^ who shall be exempt, and no per- 
son shall be compelled to serve as overseer or to work on a road who has 
not been residing in the county in which he is summoned to work for 
the space of fifteen days immediately preceding such summons. 

Sec. 36. All persons liable to road duty in the county of Nacogdoches 
shall be compelled to serve as overseer or to work on any public road or 
roads five days in each year, and not less than five days in each year ; but 
no person shall be compelled to work outside of his road precinct. 

Sec. 37. . The term "road," as used in this act, includes roadbed, 
ditches, drains, bridges, culverts, and every part of such road, and the 
terms "work," and "working," include the opening and laying out of 
new roads, widening, constructing, draining, repairing, and everything 
else that may be done in and about any road. 

Sec. 38. Any able-bodied male person residing in this county, and 
subject to road duty, may, by paying the sum of four dollars to the road 
commissioner of his precinct, who shall give his receipt for same, express- 
ing that it is in lieu of road service for that year, and who exhibits such 
receipt to the overseer of the precinct, or to the person warning him, such 
receipt will be sufficient excuse when shown to the overseer or person 
warning him to work the road, the overseer making a note of such receipt, 
and returning same in his report to the commissioners court. No hand 
is to be excused from service on the road for a term of five days in each 
year for any temporary sickness or disability, but each one must work at 
least five days in each year, and in case of removal from one section to 
another of the county, the road overseer shall, upon request of such road 
hand, give him a certificate showing tha number of days he has actually 
worked during the year, and such hand will be due the remainder of the 
time to the county, wherever he may reside in it, and he must be required 
to work his full time out, unless excused in accordance with this act. 

Sec. 39. It shall be the duty of the hands, after being warned by a 
proper person, as now provided for under the General Laws of the State 
in regard to roads and bridges, to promptly appear at the place and at 
the time warned to appear and report to the overseer of the road, and to 
obey the orders of the overseer or road commissioner, and to proceed to 
work under their directions; and shall bring with him an ax, grubhoe, 
mattock, shovel, crowbar or such other tool as the overseer may direct, 
or such as he may have suitable for road work. 

Sec. 40. Any road overseer, who shall have been entrusted with any 
teams, tools, implements or machinery belonging to the county necessary 
in working the road in his precinct, shall be liable for any damages that 
may occur to the same, while in his possession, caused by his negligence 
or want of care of same, and he shall not use or permit the same to be 
used for private purposes whatever, and it shall be his duty, when he has 
finished work on his road, to return to the road commissioner of his pre- 
cinct, all teams, tools, implements or machinery received from him and 
take up the receipt given therefor. 
Sec. 41. Every overseer of the said county shall cause the road or 
in his precinct to be worked at least five days in each year. 
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Sec. 42. Each overseer shall report in writing and under oath to the 
commissioners court of this county at the November regular term thereof 
in each year, giving the number of the hands and their names, and the 
names of the farms or places from which he got the hands in his pre- 
cinct liable to work the roads, and the number of days he has caused his 
road to be worked; the condition of such road and bridges, culverts a,nd 
drains; number of proper mile posts set up, all sign boards put up- at 
forks or crossings of his road with others; the amount of funds received 
by him for his road ; from whom received and for what purpose, and to 
whom and for what pui-pose paid out or expended; and the amount, if 
any, of funds that remain in his hands; and he shall pay over to the road 
commissioner any such funds which may remain in his hands, take 
receipt therefor and so state in his report; also what plows, scrapers, 
implements, machinerj'^ or other tools belonging to the county are in his 
possession and where they are located, and he shall make a like report 
to the road commissioner of his precinct on the first Monday in February, 
May, August and November of each year, and such other reports as such 
road commissioner may require from time to time, that are reasonable 
and necessary to subserve the interest of the county. 

Sec. 43. This law shall be cumulative of all other General Laws on 
the subject of roads and bridges not in conflict herewith, and where not 
otherwise provided herein such General Laws to apply ; but in case of con- 
flict with other General Laws the provisions of this act shall govern so 
far as concerns Nacogdoches county, and an act passed at the Regular 
Session of the Twenty-sixth Legislature day of y 1899, Chap- 
ter 82, Acts 1899, providing a special road law for Nacogdoches county, 
is hereby repealed, and this act shall be taken notice of by all courts in 
the same manner as the General Laws of this State. 

Sec. 44. The great necessity of this law, there being no law existing 
upon the subject that is sufficient to enable the people of this county to 
improve and construct the roads and bridges as they should be, creates 
a public necessity and emergency requiring that the rule that bills be 
read on three several days in each house be suspended, and the same is 
hereby suspended, and that this act take effect and be in force from and 
after its passage, and it is so enacted. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
House of Eepresentatives, no vote given, and passed the Senate, no vote 
given.] 

[Note. — ^The foregoing act was presented to the Governor of Texas 
for his approval on the 8th day of April, A. D. 1901, but was not signed 
by him nor returned to the house in which it originated with his objec- 
tions thereto within the time prescribed by the Constitution, and there- 
upon became a law without his signature. — Geo. T. Keeble, Chief Clerk, 
Acting Secretary of State.] 

Takes effect 90 days after adjournment. 
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WISE COUNTY EOAD LAW— AMENDMENT. 
H. B. No. 38?.] . Chapter LXVIIL 

An Act to amend and extend the special road law of Wise county, as enacted by 
the Twenty- fifth Legislature of the State of Texas, so that Sections 6, 12, 13 
shall hereafter read as herein provided and that other sections be added as 
herein specified. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
That Sections 6, 12, 13 be amended as herein provided, and that other 
sections be added so as to read as follows : 

Section 6. Every person liable to vrork on public roads of Wise 
county who shall pay to his road overseer at any time before the day 
appointed to work on his road the sum of one dollar for each day that 
he is summoned to work shall be excused from work for each day paid 
for; provided also, that any such person liable to work shall be released 
from such duty, if he shall pay to the county judge of his county or the 
commissioner of the precinct in which he resides, the sum of three dol- 
lars before the first day of February of the year in which he is subject 
to such duty, the same to go to the credit of the road and bridge fund 
of the county, and such person subject to road duty, who does not see 
iit to pay such road. tax in advance as provided by this act, shall dis- 
charge such road service under the supervision of the road overseer of 
his district or under the supervision of any contractor employed by the 
commissioners court to construct or repair roads in the precinct of his 
residence ; provided that when such labor is done under the supervision 
of such contractor, said contractor shall pay to the county the sum of 
seventy-five cents per day for the services of each of such persons. No 
person shall work out his road tax under the supervision of a contractor 
as aforesaid only upon the recommendation of the overseer of the road 
district in which he resides. 

Section -12. The commissioners court of the county herein named is 
authorized and empowered to issue bonds of said county in addition to 
the bonds heretofore authorized by law, to be issued as follows: For 
the purpose of constructing and maintaining public roads and highways 
within said county; provided, that at no time the bonds so issued shall 
exceed the limit of the county indebtedness fixed by the Constitution; 
provided, further, that a proposition for the issuance of such bonds shall 
have been submitted to a vote of the qualified voters who are property 
taxpayers of said county and it is shown that a majority of such voters 
favor the issuance of such bonds. The commissioners court of said 
county shall have authority to levy a tax to the limit allowed by the Con- 
stitution for the purpose of creating a sinking fund and providing for 
the payment of interest on the bonds issued for the building and main- 
taining of the public roads within said county; provided, that if the 
commissioners court does not deem it necessary that bonds be issued for 
the purpose of building and maintaining of public roads as aforesaid 
and no election is demanded by tlie property taxpayers of the county for 
such purposes, and no tax levy is made for the payment of sinking fund 
and interest ^s provided for above, then the commissioners court shall 
have authority to levy an ad valorem tax to the limit allowed by the Con- 
stitution for the purpose of creating an additional available fund to be 
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used for the building and repairing of such roads as the court may 
direct; provided, that a majority of the qualified property taxpaying 
voters 01 the county voting at an election to be held for that purpose, 
shall vote such tax. When such tax shall have been voted it shall be 
unlawful for the county commissioners court to transfer any fund from 
the road and bridge fund to any other fund of said county, or to use such 
funds for any other purpose than the construction and maintenance of 
the roads and bridges of said county. Should the commissioners court 
of said county direct any funds contrary to the provisions of this act, 
they and each of such court so acting or voting shall be deemed guilty 
of malfeasance in office and on conviction shall be punished by a fine of 
two hundred dollars and may be removed from office. 

Section 13. The commissioners court of the county herein named is 
hereby authorized if it deems proper, after a special tax shall have been 
levied as provided for in Section 12 of this act, at any regular term of 
said court to appoint one road superintendent, who shall be a competent 
civil engineer, at a salary not to exceed one thousand dollars per year, 
who shall have general supervision, under authority of said court, of 
all the public roads and highways of said county, and shall superintend 
the laying out of all new roads, the making, changing and repairing 
of same (except where otherwise contracted) the building of bridges; 
over all county convicts worked on such roads and bridges and perform 
such other duties as the commissioners court may direct. Any road 
superintendent upon his appointment shall make a good and sufficient 
bond payable to the county judge of the county for the benefit of the road 
and bridge fund, in such sum as the commissioners court may prescribe, 
said bond to be approved by the commissioners court, and which shall be 
conditioned that he will properly account for all property and money 
that may come into his hands as road overseer, and upon the approval of 
said bond by the commissioners court the county clerk shall issue to said 
overseer his commission. 

Section 14. Every insolvent poll taxpayer of Wise county -who shall 
fail or refuse to pay his poll tax and if such tax cannot otherwise be col- 
lected by law, shall be compelled to pay such tax by working on the public 
county roads of such county for three full days. 

In order to enforce the provisions of this section, the tax collector of 
the county shall furnish the several road commissioners of the county 
the names of all defaulting poll taxpayers of the county, on or before the 
first day of March of each year, giving the place of residence of such 
defaulting taxpayer, together with the amount due and unpaid by him. 

It shall be the duty of the road overseer, whenever any defaulting poll 
taxpayer shall have discharged and paid the same, as herein provided, to 
report the same back to the tax collector, who shall credit the party on 
the tax roll for the amount paid. Said overseer shall also report the 
same in his regular report to the commissioners court. 

The persons required to do road duty under the provisions of this arti- . 
cle shall be subject to prosecution for failure to so work, and subject to 
the same liabilities and punishments provided by the criminal laws of the 
State for other cases for failure to appear and do good work when sum- 
moned so to do. 

And when they are convicted for so failing to work the roads they 
shall satisfy the fine and costs as in other convictions of misdemeanor. 
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But any person summoned to work on the road under the provisions of 
this article, may satisfy said summons and be relieved from said duty by 
paying to the road overseer, road commissioner or county treasurer the 
sum of three dollars, all of which shall go to the road and bridge fund. 

This article shall apply as well to the delinquent poll taxpayers in 
incorporated cities and towns as to those outside of said cities and towns. 

Section 15. This act shall be cumulative of all General Laws on this 
subject and be taken notice of by all courts in the same manner as the 
General Laws of the State on the subject of roads and bridges, when not 
in conflict therewith, but in case of conflict this act shall control as to 
Wise county, and all laws conflicting herewith are hereby repealed. 

Sec. 2. The fact that a more efficient road law is needed creates an 
emergency and imperative public necessity that the constitutionaj rule 
requiring bills to be read on three several days be suspended and that 
this act take effect and be in force from and after its passage, and it is 
so enacted. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
House of Representatives, vote not given, and passed the Senate, vote not 
given.] 

[Note. — The foregoing act was presented to the Governor of Texas 
for his approval on the 8th day of April, A. D. 1901, but was not signed 
by him nor returned to the house in which it originated with his objec- 
tions thereto within the time prescribed by the Constitution, and there- 
upon became a law without his signature. — Geo. T. Keeble, Chief Clerk, 
Acting Secretary of State.] 

Takes effect 90 days after adjournment. 



' RED RIVER COUNTY— ROAD SYSTEM— AMENDMENT. 

I H. B. No. 420.] Chapteb LXIX. 

An Act to amend Chapter 106 of the Greneral Laws of the Twenty-sixth Legisla- 
ture, State of Texas, at its Regular Session, amending Chapter 65 of an act 
passed by the Twenty-fifth Legislature, passed at its Regular Session, said 
chapter being, "An Act to create a more efficient road system for Red River 
county, Texas, making county commissioners ex-officio road commissioners and 
prescribing their duties as such, and to provide for their compensation as road 
commissioners; and defining the powers and duties of the commissioners court 
of said county; to provide for working of county convicts on public roads and 
regulating same, providing for officers* fees in convicting convicts and recap- 
turing convicts; for summoning teams and tools for road work and compen- 
sating for same, and providing penalty for violation of this act, and to repeal 
all laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act." 

Section 1. Be it enacted hy the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
That Chapter 106 of the General Laws of the Twenty-sixth Legislature, 
State of Texas, amending Chapter 65 passed by the Twenty-fifth Legis- 
lature, Eegular Session, be so amended as to read as follows : 

Section 1. That each member of the commissioners court of Eed 
Biver county, shall be ex-officio road commissioner of his respective dis- 
trict and under the direction of the commissioners court, shall have 
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charge of all teams, tools and machinery belonging to or under the con- 
trol of the county and placed in his hands by said court, and it shall 
be his duty, under such rules and regulations as the commissioners court 
may prescribe to superintend the laying out of new roads, the making or 
changing of roads, and the building of bridges. Each of said commis- 
sioners shall, before entering upon the duties of said office, execute a 
bond of one thousand dollars, with two or more good and sufficient sure- 
ties, payable to the county judge of said county for the use and benefit 
of the road and bridge fund, conditioned that he will perform all the 
duties required of him by law or by the commissioners court, and that he 
will account for all money or propertj*^ belonging to the county that may 
come into his possession; provided that with the consent of the com- 
missioners court any one of said commissioners shall be allowed \x} 
appoint any competent person as deputy road commissioner, who shall 
be required to execute the same bond that is required of commissioners 
in this section, and such deputy road commissioners shall be entitled to 
the same compensation that is allowed county commissioners for the same 
service, provided that county commissioners shall not be allowed any 
compensation as road commissioner when a deputy road commissioner 
has been appointed and during the service of said deputy. 

Section 2. The commissioners court of said county shall have full 
power and authority and it shall be its duty to adopt such system for 
working, laying out, draining and repairing the public roads in such 
county as it may deem best, and from time to time may change its plan 
or system of working. Said commissioners court shall have power to 
purchase such teams, tools and machinery as may be necessary for the 
working of its roads. Said court shall have the power to construct, grade 
or otherwise improve any road or bridge by contract. In such case said 
coijrt or the county judge may advertise in such manner as said court 
may determine, for bids to do such work, and the contract shall be 
awarded to the lowest responsible bidder, who shall enter into bond, pay- 
able to the county judge of said county for the use of the road and bridge 
fund, with good and sufficient sureties, to be approved by said court, and 
in such sum as said court may determine, for the faithful compliance 
with the terms of said contract, but said court shall have the right to 
reject any and all bids. At the time of making any such contract, the 
court shall direct the county treasurer to pass the amount to a particular 
fund for that purpose, and the treasurer shall keep a separate account of 
said funds, and the same shall not be used for any other purpose and can 
only be paid out on the order of said court, and the said court shall have 
authority to employ any hands or teams to work on the roads, under such 
regulations and for such price as they may deem best. 

Section 3. The commissioners court of said county shall require alt 
county convicts, not otherwise employed, to labor upon the public roado 
under such regulations as they may prescribe, and each convict so worked 
shall receive a credit of fifty cents a day on his fine first and then on the 
costs for each day he may labor. Such commissioners court may provide 
such regulations and punishments as may be necessary to cause such 
convicts to perform good labor. And may provide a reward not exceed- 
ing ten dollars to be paid out of the road and bridge fund, for the capture 
{ind delivery of any escaped convict, to be paid to any person other than 
the guard or person in charge of such convict at the time of his escape.. 
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which reward shall be taxed against such convict and worked out or paid 
by him as part of the costs. The commissioners court may grant a rea- 
sonable commutation of time for which a convict is committed as a 
reward for faithful services and good behavior in no case to exceed one- 
tenth of the whole time. The commissioners court may at a regular 
term make such provision for prisons, clothing, bedding, food, medicine 
and medical attention and guards for the safe keeping and humane treat- 
ment of convicts, said amounts to be paid out of the road and bridge 
fund. The commissioners court may, at a regular term, allow to the 
officers and witnesses such amount of their costs for the arrest and con- 
viction of said convicts as it may deem just and equitable; provided, that 
it shall not allow to any officer any greater amount than the following : 
county judge, three dollars, county attorney, five dollars, including com- 
missions, county and district clerks and justices of the peace two dollars, 
sheriffs or constables, five dollars, which amount shall be paid to the 
officers out of the road and bridge fund, on the warrant of the county 
judge when such fine and costs shall have been worked out as provided 
in this section; provided, that this shall not be construed as to relieve 
any convict from the payment of all costs for which he shall be liable 
.under the General Laws of this State. 

Section 4. Each county commissioner shall have control over all road 
overseers in his district; and shall deliver to each of them all teams, 
tools and machinery necessary in working the roads in the district of 
said overseer, so far as he has been supplied therewith by the commission- 
ers court, taking receipt of said overseer therefor, specifying each item 
and giving the value, which receipt shall be a full answer of the liability 
of the commissioner and shall fix the liability of the overseer, and any 
commissioner or overseer who shall have been entrusted with any teams, 
tools or machiner}' belonging to said county shall be liable for any dam- 
age to the same while in his possession, caused by his negligence or warn 
of due care of the same, and shall not use or permit the same to be used 
for private purposes. It shall be the duty of the road overseer, when he 
has finished work on his roads, to return to said commissioner all teams, 
tools and machinery received from him, and take up the receipt given 
therefor. 

Section 5, It shall be the duty of the county commissioner when act- 
ing as road commissioner to inform himself of the condition of the public 
roads of his district, and shall determine what character of work shall 
be done upon said roads, and shall direct the manner of grading, drain- 
ing or otherwise improving the same, which directions shall be observed 
and obeyed by all road overseers of his district, and guards working con- 
victs in the same, and the provisions of this section shall extend to work 
done under contract, unless by special provisions in the contract, the road 
commissioner is relieved of the duties herein required. 

Section 6. The commissioner may require each road overseer in his 
district to call out the hands in such numbers as may be sufficient to per- 
form the work, but no road hand shall be required to work exceeding 
five days in any one year, or two days with himself and team unless the 
term of service as prescribed by the General Laws of the State shall be 
extended beyond that time; and provided, that all road hands in any dis- 
trict shall as far as practicable be worked a uniform time. Each road 
overseer, or in his absence any one deputized by him, shall have full con- 
ll-G. L. 
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trol of all road hands within hi« road district, and shall see that each 
hand, when he is called ont performs a good dars work; if any hand 
when he is BO called ont shall fail or refuse to perform a good day^s inrork 
or to work in the manner the overseer may direct, shall be liable to the 
same penalty' as if he had failed to appear in obedience to the summons. 
The commissioners court may allow any orerseer who shall be engaged in 
the discharge of the duties of his office for more than five days in any one 
year a compensation not to exceed one and one-quarter dollars a day for 
the time so served ; provided, that he shall make oath that the account is 
just and due. 

Section 7. Any citizen of Red Biver county liable to road duty who 
shall on or before the February term of the commissioners court of each 
year, pay to the county treasurer the sum of four dollars shall be exempt 
from road duty for such j'ear. The treasurer shall receive and receipt 
for all money so paid him, and shall place the same to the credit of the 
road and bridge fund, and shall keep a separate account for each district 
from which it is received. The treasurer shall on the first day of the 
February term of the commissioners court, or as soon thereafter as prac- 
ticable, furnish to each county commissioner a list of all persons in their 
respective districts that have paid the sum provided in this section. 

Section 8. Every person liable to work on the roads by paying to his 
road overseer, at any time before the day appointed to work on his road, 
the sum of one dollar for each day that he is summoned and one dollar 
and fifty ceuts for each day that he is summoned to furnish his team for 
road work shall be exempt from working or furnishing his team for each 
day paid and also exempt from any penalties for failure to work or f ur^ 
nish such team for the time for which he has so paid. 

Section 9. Each person summoned to work on a road shall take with 
him an ax, pick, spade, plow, scraper or such tool as may be desired and 
directed by the overseer, or if he has no such tool as is desired and 
directed by the overseer to take with him, he shall take such suitable tool 
as he may have ; provided, the county shall be liable for and the commis- 
sioners court under such regulations as they may prescribe shall pay for 
all breakage or damage to such tools as may have resulted from public 
road work, and not caused by the negligence of the person furnishing the 
same. Such road overseer may also summon and require such road hand 
to bring with him for public road work such team or teams as he may 
have on hand suitable for road work; provided, that such hand shall be 
allowed two and one-half day's time for each day put in by a hand with 
his team and one and one-half days for his team without such hand. 

Section 10. Each county commissioner when acting as road commis- 
sioner, and performing the duties imposed on him by law or by the com- 
missioners court, shall be entitled to two dollars per day for the services 
actually performed, provided he shall not receive more than forty-five 
dollars per quarter, when the road and bridge tax has not been levied 
according to the law, under the amendment of 1889, as adopted in 1890, 
to the Constitution of the State of Texas, and when said tax shall have 
been levied he may receive an amount not to exceed ninety dollars per 
quarter, which amount shall be paid out of the road and bridge fund, 
when the account shall have been approved by the commissioners court, 
and the court shall not approve said account unless the commissioner pre- 
senting it shall sign an oath that the account is just due and unpaid, 
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specifying the number of days, giving date of each day^s work actually 
performed by him, and that it was necessary to be done, and no commis- 
sioner shall be entitled to pay as road commissioner, either for himself or 
his deput}", while he is performing the duties of county commissioner, 
mor shall he receive any additional pay than that provided by this section 
for inspecting or riding over his roads or for any other road service. 

Section 11. This act shall be cumulative of all General Laws on this 
subject and be taken notice of by all courts in the same manner as the 
General Laws of the State on the subject of roads and bridges, when not 
in conflict therewith, but in case of conflict this act shall control as to 
Red Hiver county ; and all laws conflicting herewith are hereby repealed. 

[XOTE. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
House of Representatives, no vote given ; and passed the Senate by two- 
thirds vote, no vote given.] 

[Note. — The foregoing act was presented to the Governor of Texas 
for his approval on the 5th day of April, A. D. 1901, but was not signed 
by him noj returned to the house in which it originated with his objec- 
tions thereto within the time prescribed by the Constitution, and there- 
upon became a law without his signature. — Geo. T. Keeble, Chief Clerk, 
Acting Secretary of State.] 

Takes effect 90 days after adjournment. 



CHEROKEE COUNTY— ROAD SYSTEM. 
H. B. No. 516.] Chapter LXX. 

An Act to create a more efficient road system for Cherokee county, Texas, and 
making the county commissioners of said county ex-offido road commissioners; 
prescribing their duties, providing compensation for their services and requir- 
ing that they give bond, providing that the commissioners or overseers shall 
summon hands to bring teams, tools, etc., to perform work on the roads; pro- 
viding compensation for overseers, teams, tools, etc. ; providing for the working 
of county convicts on the public roads; fixing the compensation for such 
service: providing guards, board, lodging and medical aid for the same; giving 
rewards for the capture of escaped convicts; and giving commutation of 
sentence for faithful or meritorious service; requiring delinquent poll tax- 
payers to work out their poll tax on the public roads, and providing for a 
special road tax and requiring that no part of the road and bridge fund or 
of tlie special road tax created by this act shall ever be diverted to any other 
purpose, and declaring an emergency. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
That the members of the commissioners court of Cherokee county shall 
be ex-ofRcio road commissioners of their respective precincts, and under 
the direction of the. commissioners court, shall have supervision over all 
roads in their respective precincts, and shall have charge of all teams, 
tools and machinery belonging to the county and which are used in work- 
ing the public roads of the county. It shall be their duty, under such 
rules and regulations as the commissioners court may prescribe, to super- 
intend the working of the roads, the laying out of new roads, the making 
or changing of roads, and the building of bridges. 

PJach of said commissioners shall, before entering upon the duties of 
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his oflfice, in addition to his bond now required by law as county com- 
missioner, be required to execute a bond in the sum of five hundred dol- 
lars, with two or more good and sufficient sureties, payable to the county 
judge and his successors in olfice for the benefit of the road and bridge 
fund of the county, conditioned that he will faithfully perform, as such 
road commissioner, all the duties required of him by law or by the com- 
missioners court, and that he will account for all moneys or property 
belonging to the county that may come into his possession. 

Sec. 2. The commissioners court of Cherokee county shall have full 
power and authority, and it shall be its duty, to adopt sucl> system for 
working, laying out, draining and repairing the public roads of said 
county as it may deem best, and from time to time said court may change 
its plans or system of working the public roads. 

Said court shall have the power to construct, grade or otherwise 
improve any road or build or repair any bridge by contract. In case said 
court shall decide to have any work on public roads done by contract, or 
any bridge built or repaired by contract, the county judge shall advertise 
for bids in such manner as the court may direct, or as prescribed by the 
General Laws, stating the kind or character of work to be done, requiring 
that all bidders shall furnish plans and specifications in accordance with 
the conditions set forth in the advertisement of the county judge, and 
the court shall award the contract to the lowest responsible bidder, who 
shall enter into bond, payable to the county judge of said county for the 
benefit of the road and bridge fund, with two or more good and sufficient 
sureties, to be approved by said court, and in such sum as the court may 
determine for the faithful compliance with said contract; but said court 
shall have the right to reject any and all bids. 

When any contract has been made for working the public roads or for 
building or repairing any bridge or bridges, the county treasurer shall 
pay the contractor, upon the completion of his contract, such sum of 
money as was specified in the contract; such account shall be approved 
by a majority of the commissioners court before payment by the county 
treasurer. Such account shall be paid out of the road and bridge fund 
of the county or out of such other funds as may come into the treasury, 
for the benefit of the road and bridge fund, or as may be provided for 
road purposes in some subsequent section of this act; and the county 
treasurer shall keep a correct account of all sums of money paid out by 
him for road and bridge work. 

Sec. 3. The commissioners court of Cherokee county may require 
all the county convicts of said county to labor on the public roads, under 
such conditions and restrictions as it may deem proper. And in case the 
county convicts are worked on the public roads they shall be allowed 
such compensation as is now allowed under the General Laws of this 
State, Article 3742, Eevised Civil Statutes of 1895, not to exceed fifty 
cents per day, to be applied first, to the payment of officers' costs, and 
second to the payment of fine. 

Whenever the commissioners court shall decide to work the county 
convicts on the public roads they shall provide suitable and comfortable 
quarters and necessary medical aid, board, lodging, etc., for said convicts 
in each commissioners precinct where the said convicts are worked. 

The said court shall furnish a guard or guards to look after the con- 
victs, and to prevent their escape, and said guard or guards shall, in the 
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absence of the commissioner, act as road overseer, and shall have tiie 
convicts to perform snch work on the roads as the commissioner of the 
precinct in which they are being worked may direct. Said court shall 
prescribe snch rules and regulations as it may deem best for the safe 
keeping of the convicts, and may offer rewards for the capture and return 
of any convicts, such reward shall not exceed five dollars for the capture 
and return of any convict, and shall not be paid to any person who had 
charge of the convict at the time of his escape. Such reward shall be 
paid out of the road and bridge fund of the county by the county treas- 
iirer upon the approval of the commissioners court, and when any such 
reward has lieen paid the same shall be charged against the convict for 
whose recapture it was paid out, and said convict shall be required to 
work out the same upon the public roads of the county at fifty cents per 
day. The said court may grant a reasonable commutation of the tune 
for which any convict was committed, as a reward for faithful or meri- 
torious service, such commutation shall not be more than one-fifth of the 
whole time for which such convict was committed. 

The provisions of this section shall not interfere with working the 
convicts on a county farm or hiring them out to the best responsible 
bidder. 

Sec. 4. Each commissioner shall have control over all road overseers 
in his respective precinct, and he shall furnish to the overseer such tools, 
teams, and other machinery for working the public roads as may be fur- 
nished him by the commissioners court. 

Said commissioner shall take a receipt from each road overseer for all 
tools, teams, implements or machinery placed in the hands of any road 
overseer for the purpose of having the roads worked. 

Said overseers shall be responsible to the commissioner for all tools, 
teams, implements, or machinery placed in his hands by the commis- 
sioner, and, when said tools, teams, implements or machinery are turned 
back into the hands of the commissioner, he shall receipt the road over- 
seer for the same, and said receipt of the commissioner shall relieve the 
road overseer of any further liability for said teams, tools, implements 
or machinery, and the commissioner shall be held resposible to the com- 
missioners court for all property of the county which has been placed in 
his hands for the purpose of having the public roads worked. 

Sec. 5. The commissioners court shall require each delinquent poll 
taxpayer of Cherokee county to work on the public roads of his respective 
precinct two days for each year that he shall fail or refuse to pay said 
poll tax, and this work shall be in addition to the five days work now 
required by law to be performed by all persons subject to road duty under 
the laws of the State. 

Said delinquent poll taxpayers shall be summoned by the road overseer 
or some person deputized by him, and shall perform such work as may be 
required by the road overseer. 

It shall be the duty of the tax collector of Cherokee county to furnish 
to the commissioners court between the first day of February and the 
first day of March of each year; a complete list of the delinquent poll 
taxpayers for the previous year, and the commissioners shall furnish to 
the road overseer of their respective precincts the names of those delin- 
quent poll taxpayers who reside in said precinct, and from said list, those 
who are delinquent in the payment of their poll taxes shall be summoned 
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to work on the nearest public road to their residence, and those who live 
in any incorporated town or cit}^ shall be required to work on such roads 
as the commissioners may direct. 

Provided, that should a constitutional provision be adopted depriving 
any citizen of the right to vote for the non-payment of poll taxes, the 
person or persons so deprived ghall not be required to perform road duty 
for the non-payment of poll taxes. 

Sec. 6. The commissioner of any precinct may require each road 
overseer of his respective precinct to call out the hands subject to road 
duty, in such numbers as may be necessary to perform the work, such 
hands may all be required to work on the same day, or on different days, 
as the judgment of the commissioner or road overseer may direct, but no 
liand shall be required to work more than five days in any one year, 
except those required to work two days for non-payment of poll taxes. 

Every person subject to road duty may be relieved of said duty by the 
payment of three dollars to the road overseer on or before the first day 
he is summoned to appear for road duty. 

When any person subject to road duty shall pay three dollars to the 
road overseer, the road overseer shall give him a receipt for the same, 
and the possession of said receipt shall relieve the holder thereof from 
further road duty during the year. 

All moneys received by any overseer shall be turned into the commis- 
sioner of said precinct and a receipt for the same shall be given by the 
commissioner to the road overseer, and the same shall go into the road 
and bridge fund of the county to be paid out for contract work upon the 
order of the court. 

Sec. 7. The overseer may summon the hands subject to road duty, 
or he may authorize some person subject to road duty to summon the 
hands, and in case some other person than the overseer shall summon 
hands he shall be allowed such time as may be necessary for such service, 
not to exceed one day. The hands so summoned shall bring such tool or 
tools as may be required by the overseer, and if they have no such tools 
they shall bring such other tool as they may be able to obtain. 

The overseers shall make such arrangements with the hands as they 
may deem proper, for the use of plows, teams, wagons, etc., and when 
any person shall furnish any plow, wagon, teams, etc., he shall be allowed 
the following time, to be deducted from his road duty : for one horse and 
plow, one day's work, for two horses and plow or scraper two day's work, 
for wagon and team, two and one-half day's work; provided, that over- 
seers shall not expend any money for the hire of labor, teams and tools 
except such moneys as they may receive for the benefit of the road and 
bridge fund, and overseers shall not create any debt against the county 
unless authorized to do so by the commissioners court. 

Every person legally summoned to perform road duty who shall fail or 
refuse to perform such duty, shall be subject to the same penalties as are 
now provided by existing laws ; provided that any person subject to road 
duty may furnish any able bodied substitute to perform such work, or he 
may satisfy such duty by the payment to the overseer of one dollar for 
each day that he shall fail or refuse to perform the work required of him 
by the overseer. 

Sec. 8. The county commissioners who are declared by this act to be 
ex-officio road commissioners shall supervise and manage the working of 
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the public roads of their respective precincts in accordance with the 
proYisions of this act. They shall have control over the road overseers, 
in the management of the public roads, and shall let out all contracts for 
work on the roads or for building or repairing any bridges, and they may 
authorize the said overseers to work more than five days in each year; 
provided, that said overseers shall receive one dollar per day for each 
day that they may, work over five days, as required by law, but in no 
case shall any overseer be required to work more than five additional 
days, and she shall not receive more than five dollars for such service. 

The commissioners shall, in addition to the compensation now allowed 
by law, receive two dollars per day for not exceeding fifty days work 
each year on the public roads; provided, that said commissioners shall 
actually perform duty on the public roads, as supervisor for as many 
days as their accounts are drawn for, and said accounts shall be sworn 
to and approved by the commissioners court, and paid by the county 
treasurer. 

Sec. 9.' The road and bridge fund of fifteen cents on the one hundred 
dollars valuation of all property subject to taxation in Cherokee county 
which is now levied for road and bridge purposes shall be used exclu- 
sively for road and bridge purposes, and no part of this fund shall be 
diverted to any other fund ; provided, that in cases of imperative public 
necessity the commissioners court may, by unanimous vote^ transfer some 
of this fund to the jury fund. 

In addition to the road and bridge fund thus provided, the commis- 
sioners court shall, under the authority granted by the Constitution 
Section 9, Article 8, and in accordance with Chapter 7, Article 4786, of 
the Kevised Civil Statutes of 1895, upon the petition of two hundred 
qualified voters who are resident taxpayers on realty of the county asking 
for such an election, order an election to determine whether or not a spe- 
cial road tax, not to exceed fifteen cents on the one hundred dollars 
valuation shall be ordered, and all those voting in such an election who 
favor the tax, shall have written or printed on their ballot "for the road 
tax"; and all those who are opposed to such tax shall have written or 
printed on their ballot ^'against the road tax." And when the returns of 
the election are counted by the commissioners court if it is found that a 
majority of those voting at such election voted in favor of the tax the 
said court shall 4«clare that the tax for road purposes has been adopted, 
and they shall order the levy and collection of such tax, in accordance 
with the provisions of existing laws, and if the proposition for a road tax 
is defeated, no such tax shall be levied by the court, and after the defeat 
of such a proposition to election shall for a special road tax shall be held 
within two years of the date of the previous election. 

When a special road tax has been levied, all the money derived from 
such tax shall go into the road and bridge fund of the county and shall 
be used only for road and bridge purposes, and shall be paid out by the 
treasurer upon the approval of the commissioners court, in accordance 
with previous sections of this act, and no part of such funds shall ever 
be diverted to any other purpose. 

Sec. 10. At the first regular term of the commissioners court of each 
year, the commissioner of each precinct shall make his full report to 
the court for road service rendered during the previous year. 

The said report shall contain a full statement and an itemized account 
of all moneys received and paid out by him for road and bridge purposes 
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during the previous year, together with the number of days said com- 
missioner has supervised the working of the roads in his respective pre- 
cinct, and the amount he has received or is to receive for the same. 

The commissioners court may approve said accounts or reject them, 
or it may approve a part of the account or reject a-part of it. 

These accounts may be approved at any regular term of the court, but 
when they are so approved, they shall be made a matter of record and 
shall all be included in the final term report. At the first regular term 
of the commissioners court in each year, all road overseers of the comity 
shall hand in a full arid complete report to the commissioner of their 
respective precincts, giving the condition of the road of which they are 
overseers, and an itemized account of all the moneys received and paid 
out by them. 

Suitable blanks shall be furnished by the commissioners court to each 
commissioner and to each road overseer" for the purpose of ms&ing all 
necessary reports. . 

Before the close of the first regular term of the comniissioners court 
each year, the said court shall appoint and commission all road overseers 
of the county, who shall immediately enter upon the discharge of their 
duty, and whose term shall not expire until the first regular term of the 
commissioners court of the next year. In case of death or resignation 
of any overseer, the said court shall have the authority to fill the vacancy 
at any regular or special session. 

Sec. 11. The commissioners court of Cherokee county shall have the 
right to condemn lands for public roads without the consent of the owner, 
under the same rules and regulations as are now provided in the (Jeneral 
Laws, and this act shall be cumulative of all laws now on the statute 
books, except wherein it conflicts with the same, and in that event this 
law shall apply as to Cherokee county. 

This act shall be taken notice of by all courts of the State, in the same 
manner as though it were a general law. 

Sec. 12. The fact that there is now no recognized road system in 
Cherokee county, and the fact that good roads are necessary in the devel- 
opment and upbuilding of said county, and the crowded condition of the 
calendar of each house of the Legislature, and the near approach of the 
close of the present session of the Legislature, creates an imperative 
public necessity and an emergency requiring the suspension of the con- 
stitutional rule which requires bills to be read on three several days, and 
the rule is hereby suspended ; and this act shall take effect and be in force 
from and after its passage, and it is so enacted. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the" 
House of Kepresentatives, no vote given, and was reported to the Senate 
where it was amended and passed, no vote given ; House concurred in 
Senate amendments, no vote given.] 

[Note. — The foregoing act was presented to the Governor of Texas 
for his approval on the 8th day of April, A. D. 1901, but was not signed 
by him nor returned to the house in which it originated with his objec- 
tions thereto within the time prescribed by the Constitution, and there- 
upon became a law without his signature. — Geo. T. Keeble, Chief Clerk, 
Acting Secretary of State.] 

Takes effect 90 days after adjournment. 
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VAN ZANDT COUNTY— KOAD SYSTEM. 
H. B. No. 429.] Chapter LXXI. 

An Act creating a more efficient road system for Van Zandt county, Texas, and 
making the county commissioners of said county ex-offido road commissioners 
and prescribing their duties as such, and providing for their compensation as 
road commissioners, and providing for the appointment of road overseers, and 
defining their duties, and for the working of county convicts upon the roads 
of said county and upon the county farm; and to provide for the summoning 
of teams for road work, and for an allowance of time for road service for 
same and fixing a penalty for the violation of this act; and to repeal all laws 
in conflict with this act as to Van Zandt county; and declaring an emergency. 

Section 1. 5e it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
That the members of the commissioners court of Van Zandt couixty shall 
be e^-oificio road commissioners of their respective districts, and, under 
the direction of the commissioners court shall have charge of all teams, 
tools and machinery belonging to the county and placed in their hands ^ 
by said county and it shall be their duty, under such rules and regula- 
tions as the commissioners court may prescribe, to superintend the laying 
out of new roads, the making or changing of roads and the building of 
bridges. 

Each of said commissioners shall before entering upon the duties of 
his office, in addition to his regular bond as such county commissioner, 
execute a bond for one thousand dollars, with two or more good and 
sufficient sureties, payable to the county judge of said county for the use 
and benefit of the road and bridge fund, conditioned that he will perform 
all of the duties required of him by law or by the commissioners court, 
and that he will account for all monies or property belonging to the 
county that may come into his possession. 

Sec. 2. The commissioners court of said county shall have full power 
and authority and it shall be its duty to adopt such system for working, 
laying out, draining and repairing the public roads of said county as it 
may deem best, and from time to time said court may change its plan or 
system of working. 

Said commissioners court shall have full power to purchase or hire 
such teams, tools and. machinery as may be necessary for the working of 
its roads. 

Said court shall have the power to construct, grade or otherwise 
improve any road or bridge by contract. 

In such case said court or county judge of said county may advertise 
in such manner as such court may determine for bids to do such work, 
and the contract shall be awarded to the lowest responsible bidder, who 
shall enter into bond, payable to the county judge of said county for the 
use of the road and bridge fund, with good and sufficient sureties, to be 
approved by said court, and in such sum as said court may determine, for 
the faithful compliance with the terms of said contract, but said court 
shall have the right to reject any and all bids. 

At the time of making such contract the court shall direct the county 
treasurer to pass the amount to a particular fund for that purpose and 
the treasurer shall keep a separate account of such fund, and the same 
shall not be used for any other purpose, and can only be paid out on order 
of said court, and the said court shall have authority to employ any 
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hands or teams to work on the road under such regulations and for such 
prices as they may deem best. 

Sec. 3. The commissioners court of said county may require all 
county convicts to labor on the public roads under such regulations as 
they may prescribe, and each convict so worked shall receive a credit of 
fifty cents on his fine first and then on the cost for each day he may labor. 

The commissioners court may provide such reasonable regulations and 
punishment as may ])e necessary to require such convicts to perforin 
good work; and may provide a reward, not to exceed ten dollars to be 
paid out of the road and bridge fund, for the recapture and delivery of 
any escaped convict to be paid to any person other than the guard or 
person in charge of such convict at the time of his escape. 

The commissioners court may grant a reasonable commutation of time 
for which a convict is committed, as a reward for faithful service and 
good behavior, in no case to exceed one-fourth of the time. 

Said court may provide the necessary houses, prisons, clothing, bed- 
ding, food, medicine and medical attention and guards, for the safe and 
humane keeping of convicts; providing, that this shall not interfere with 
the working of convicts upon the county farm. 

Sec. 4. Each county commissioner shall have control of all road 
overseers in his district, and shall deliver to each of them so far as he 
has been supplied by the commissioners court all, teams, tools and 
machinery necessary in working the roads in the district of said over- 
seer, taking receipt of said overseer therefor, specifying each item and 
giving its value, which receipt shall be a full answer of the liability of 
the. commissioner, and shall fix the liability of the overseer, and any 
commissioner or overseer who shall have been intrusted with any teams, 
tools or machinery belonging to said county shall be liable for any dam- 
age that may occur to the same while in his possession, caused by negli- 
gence or want of due care of same, and shall not use or permit the same 
to be used for private purposes. 

It shall be the duty of the road overseer when he has finished work on 
his road to return to said commissioner all teams, tools and machinery 
received from him and take up the receipt given therefor. 

Sec. 5. It shall be the duty of the commissioners when acting as 
road commissioners, to inform themselves of the condition of the public 
roads in their districts, and they shall determine what character of work 
shall be done upon said road, and shall direct the manner of grading, 
draining or otherwise improving the same, which direction shall be 
observed and obeyed by all overseers in their districts. 

Sec. 6. The commissioners court may require each road overseer in 
his district to call out the hands in such numbers as may be sufficient to 
perform the work, but no road hand shall be required to work exceeding 
five days in any one year or two days with himself and team, unless the 
term of service as prescribed by the General Laws, shall be extended 
beyond that time ; provided that all road hands in any particular district 
shall as far as practicable be worked a uniform time. 

Each road overseer, or in case of his absence any person deputized by 
him, shall have full control of all road hands within his road district, and 
shall see that each hand when called out shall perform a good day's work 
of not less than eight hours, and if any hand when so called out shall fail, 
or refuse, to do a good day^s work of not less than eight hours, or to work 
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in the manner the overseer may direct, he shall be liable to the same 
penalty as if he had failed to appear in obedience to the summons. The 
commissioners court may allow any overseer who shall be engaged in the 
discharge of the duties of his office for more than five days during any 
one year, a compensation not to exceed one dollar and fifty cents per day 
for the time so served. 

Sec. 7. Every person liable to work on the public roads in Van Zandt 
county, who shall pay to his road overseer at any time before the day 
appointed to work on his road the sum of one dollar for each day that he 
is summoned to work, shall be exempt from work for each day paid for. 

Sec. 8. Each person summoned to work on the road shall take with 
him an ax, hoe, pick, shovel, spade, plow, scraper, or such other tool a*; 
may be desired and directed by the overseer, or if he has no such tools 
as may be desired or directed by the overseer to take with him, he shall 
take such other suitable tool as he may have ; provided, the county shall 
be liable for and the commissioners court under such regulations as they 
may prescribe, shall pay for all such breakage or damaged tools, as may 
have resulted from public road work, and not caused by the negligence of 
the person furnishing the same. Such overseer may also summon and 
require such road hand to bring with him for road work such team or 
teams as he may have on hand suitable for road work; provided, such 
hands shall be allowed two and one-half days^ time put in by hand and 
his team, and one and one-half days^ time for such, team without* such 
hand. • 

Sec. 9. If any person liable to work on the public road after being . 
legally summoned, shall intentionally fail or refuse to attend, either in 
person or by an able and competent substitute, or fail or refuse to furnish 
his team or tools at the and place designated by the person summon- 
ing him, or to pay to the overseer such sum of one dollar per day for each 
day summoned to work, he shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and 
on conviction thereof shall be fined in any sum not to exceed ten dollars. 
Sec. 10. At the first regular term of the commissioners court of each 
year all road overseers shall make their report under oath upon the forms 
to be furnished by said court, which said report shall be examined by said 
court, and all accounts for services or labor performed for overwork by 
such overseer during the past year, and of moneys had and expended and 
expended by him shall be audited and settled; and as soon thereafter as* 
practicable, said commissioners court shall appoint and commission road 
overseers for the succeeding year. Any overseer intentionally failing to 
perform his duties as such overseer, or failing or refusing to serve and 
perform the duties of overseer when appointed by said court, or to per- 
form any other duty required of him by law or by the commissioners 
court, or by the commissioner of his district, shall be deemed guilty of a 
misdemeanor, and upon conviction shall be fined in any sum not exceed- 
ing twenty-five dollars. 

Sec. 11. Whenever it shall be necessary to occupy any land for the 
opening, widening, straightening, changing or draining of any road, or 
any part thereof, if the owner of said land cannot agree with the court 
as to the damages to be paid, the court may proceed to condemn the 
same in the same manner that a railroad company can condemn land for 
a right of way, and the same proceedings may be had and the same rights 
shall exist to each party that would exist, as if the proceedings were by a 
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railroad company, except that the county, shall in no case be required to 
give bond. 

Sec. 12. Each county commissioner when acting as road commis- 
sioner shall be entitled to two dollars per day of eight hours actual service 
performed, provided, that he shall not receive more than fifty dollars 
per quarter, said per diem to be paid out of the road and bridge fund 
when the account shall have been approved by the commissioners court, 
and the court shall not approve said account unless the commissioner 
presenting it shall make oath that the account is just, due and unpaid, 
and said account shall specify the number of days work actually i)er- 
formed by him, and the number of hours each day, and that the same 
was necessary to be done under the circumstances, and no commissioner 
shall be entitled to pay as road commissioner while performing the duties 
of county commissioner, nor shall he receive any additional pay than 
that provided by this section for inspecting or riding over his road. 

Sec. 13. Jn all cases where the cost of labor and material exceed one 
hundred dollars it shall be the duty of said court to construct, grade 
or otherwise improve any road or bridge by contract, the same to be 
advertised for as provided by said commissioners court. 

Sec. 14. This act shall be taken notice of by all courts in the same 
manner as the General Laws of the State, and it shall be construed to 
be cumulative of all General Laws of the State on the subject of roads 
and tfridges, when not in conflict therewith, but in case of conflict this 
act shall control as to Van Zandt county. • 

Sec. 15. The fact that there is now no sufficient general road law in 
force in this State, creates an emergency and imperative public necessity 
that the constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three several 
days shall be suspended and that this act .take effect and be in force from 
and after its passage, and it is so enacted. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
House of Eepresentatives, no vote given, and passed the Senate, no vote 
given.] 

[Note. — The foregoing act was presented to the Governor of Texas 
for his approval on the 8th day of April, A. D. 1901, but was not signed 
by him nor returned to the house in which it originated with his objec- 
tions thereto within the time prescribed by the Constitution, and there- 
upon became a law without his signature. — Geo. T. Keeble, Chief Clerk, 
Acting Secretary of State.] 

Takes effect 90 days after adjournment. 



1901,] GENERAL LAWS OF TEXAS. 173 

KARNES COUNTY— ROAD SYSTEM. 
H. B. No. 537.] Chapter LXXII. 

An Act to create a more efficient road system for Karnes county, Texas, and 
making the county commissioners of said counly ex-officio road commissioners; 
and prescribing their duties as such, and providing for their compensation as 
such road commissioners; and providing for the working of county convicts 
upon the public roads of said county, providing for commutation of time for 
good behavior, and good service, and providing for a reward to be offered for 
the recapture of an escaped convict, and taxing said reward and all actual 
of capture and delivery of said convict, against said convict; and providins^ 
for a penalty for the escape of a county convict, and providing the amount of 
compensation in road time to be allowed by overseers to road hands ; for teams, 
plows, scrapers and wagons; and providing for the condemnation of land for 
public road purposes; and providing the character of work that road conunis- 
sioners may require of overseers and hands; and providing further, making 
this law cumulative of the General Laws, and in case of conflict this act to 
govern as to Karnes, county Texas. 

Section L Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
That each member of the commissioners court of Karnes county shall be 
ex-officio road commissioners of their county, and under the direction of 
the commissioners court shall have charge of all teams, tools and machin- 
ery belonging to said county, and placed in their hands by said court, and 
it shall be their duty under such rules and regulations as the commis- 
sioners court may prescribe, to superintend the laying out of new roads 
and the building of bridges. Each of said commissioners shall before 
entering upon the duties of his office, execute a bond of one thousand 
dollars, with two or more good and sufficient sureties, payable to the 
county judge of said county, for the use and benefit of the road and 
bridge fund, conditioned that they will perform all the duties required 
of them by law or by the commissioners court, and that they will account 
for all money or property belonging to the county that may come into 
their possession. 

Sec. 2. The commissioners court of said county shall have full power 
and authority, and it shall be their duty to adopt such system for work- 
ing, laying out, draining, grading, and repairing the public roads in said 
couniy as they may deem best, and from time to time said court may 
change its plan or system of working. Said commissioners court shall 
have power to purchase such teams, tools and machinery as may be 
deemed necessary for the working of its roads. Said court shall have 
power to construct, grade or otherwise improve any road or bridge by 
contract. In such case such court or county judge of said county may 
advertise in such manner as said court may determine for bids to do such 
work and the contract shall be awarded to the lowest responsible bidder, 
who shall enter into a bond payable to the county judge for the use of the 
road and bridge fund with good and sufficient sureties to be approved by 
said 9ourt and in such sum as said court may determine, for the faithful 
compliance with the terms of said contract, but said court shall have the 
right to reject any and all bids. And the said court shall have the 
Authority to employ any hands or teams to work on the roads under such 
regulations and for such prices as they deem best. 

Sec. 3. The commissioners court of said county shall require all 
county convicts, not otherwise employed, to labor upon the public roads, 
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under such regulations as it may prescribe, and each convict so worked 
shall receive a credit of fifty cents on his fine and costs for each day 
he may labor. The officers and witnesses shall be paid their costs as is- 
now provided by General Laws ; said costs shall be paid to the officers and 
witnesses out of the road and bridge fund on the warrant of the county 
judge, when said fine and costs shall have been worked out in full. The 
commissioners court may grant a reasonable commutation of time in 
which the convict is committed as a reward for faithful services and good 
behavior; provided, that such commutation in no case exceeds one-tenth 
of the whole time. The commissioners court may offer a reward not 
to exceed ten dollars for the recapture of an escaped county convict, 
which shall be paid out of the general fund to the person recapturing 
said escaped convict, except the person from whom said convict escaped. 
Said reward when offered and paid shall be taxed against said convict 
M^ith all other actual costs for recapturing and returning said convict, 
and said convict shall be required to pay said reward and other costs in 
recapturing and returning said convict. The commissioners court may 
provide the necessary houses, prisons, clothing, bedding, food, medicine 
and medical attention, and guards, for the safe and humane keeping of 
convicts. 

Sec. 4. Each county commissioner shall have control of all road 
overseers in his precinct, and shall deliver to each of them all teams, tools 
and machinery necessary in working the roads in the precinct of said 
overseer, so far as he has been supplied therewith by the commissioners 
court, taking the receipt of said overseer therefor, specifying each item 
and giving its value, which receipt shall be a full answer to the liability 
of the commissioner and shall fix the liability of the overseer; and any 
commissioner who shall have been entrusted with any teams, tools or 
machinery l)elonging to said county shall be liable for any damages that 
may occur to the same in his possession. It shall be the duty of the road 
overseer, when he has finished his work on his road to return to said 
commissioner all teams, tools atid machinery received from him and to 
take up the receipt given therefor. The road commissioner of each com- 
missioner's precinct shall have control of all persons liable to work upon 
the public roads, and said road commissioners shall have full power and 
authority to call out all or any part of said persons at any time for special 
work, upon one day's notice, and the overseer shall have the same power. 
Said road commissioner shall have full power and authority to require 
road overseers and road hands to perform any and all reasonable work on 
said public roads, and to require the removal of all obstructions that may 
be in the public roads, such as grubs, stumps or trees, or of whatsoever 
kind and nature. 

Sec. 5. It shall be the duty of the county commissioner, when acting 
as road commissioner, to inform himself of the condition of the public 
roads in his district and shall determine what character of work shall 
be done upon said roads, and shall direct the manner of grading, draining 
or otherwise improving the same, which directions shall be observed and 
obeyed by all road overseers in his district. 

Sec. 6. The commissioner may require each road overseer in his pre- 
cinct to call out the hands in such numbers as may be sufficient to 
perform the work: but no road hand shall be required to work exceeding 
five days in any one year unless the term of service, as provided by the 
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General Laws, shall be extended beyond that time; and provided, that all 
road hands in any particular district shall, as far as practicable, be 
Avorked a uniform time. Each road overseer shall have control of all 
road hands within his precinct, and shall see that each hand, when so 
called out shall perform a good day^s work, and if any hand when so 
called out shall fail or refuse to perform a good day^s work, or to work 
in the manner the overseer may direct, he' shall be liable to the same 
penalty as if he had failed to appear in obedience to the summons. The 
commissioners court may allow to any overseer, who shall be engaged in 
the discharge of the duties of his office for more than five days during 
any one year, a compensation not to exceed one dollar per day for the 
time so served; provided, that such services shall be done under the 
written order of the road commissioner. When it shall become necessary 
for any road commissioner to exchange the labor of any hand or hands 
for plows, scrapers, wagons, or teams, as provided by General Law, said 
overseer shall allow fifty cents per day for a wagon, scraper or plow, and 
one dollar per day for a team. 

Sec. 7. Any citizen of Karnes county liable for road duty who shall 
on or before the first day of February of any year pay to the county 
treasurer the sum of three dollars ($3) shall be exempt from road duty 
for such year, beginning on the fifteenth day of February. The treasurer 
shall receive and receipt for all money so paid him, and place the same 
to the credit of the road and bridge fund, keeping a separate account for 
each commissioner's precinct. The treasurer shall, on or before, the reg- 
ular meeting of the commissioners court in February of each year, furnish 
to each county commissioner a list of all persons, in their respective 
precincts, who have paid said sum as provided in this section. 

Sec. 8. Whenever it shall be necessary to occupy any land for the 
purpose of opening, widening, straightening or draining any road or part 
thereof, if the owner of such land and the commissioners court cannot 
agree upon the damages to be paid, the county may proceed to condemn 
the same under the provisions now provided imder the General Laws of 
the State, or in the same manner that a railroad company can condemn 
land for right of way, and the same proceedings may be had and the 
same rights shall exist to each party if the proceedings were by a railroad 
company except that the county shall in no case be required to give bond. 

Sec. 9. Each county commissioner, when acting as road commissioner 
and performing the duties imposed upon him by law or by the commis- 
sioners court, shall be entitled to two dollars per day for the services 
actually performed ; provided, said sum to be paid him shall not exceed 
$25 per quarter, which amount shall be paid out of the road and bridge 
fund, when the account shall have been approved by the commissioners 
court, and the commissioners court shall not approve said account unless 
the commissioner presenting it shall sign an oath that the account is just, 
due and unpaid specifying the number of days labor actually performed 
by him, each day to consist of not less than eight hours, and that said 
service was necessary to be done ; and no commissioner shall be entitled 
to pay as road commissioner while he is performing the duties of county 
commissioner, no shall he receive any additional pay than that provided 
by this section for inspecting or riding over his roads, or for other road 
services. 

Sec. 10. If any county convict shall escape from any person or per- 
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sons having said convict in c&arge, for said county, said county convict 
so escaping shall be guilty of an oifense and upon conviction shall be 
fined not less than ten, nor more than twenty-five dollars. 

Sec. 11. This act shall be taken notice of by all courts in the same 
manner as the Greneral Lav^ of the State, and it shall be construed to be 
cumulative of all General Laws of the State on the subject of roads and 
bridges when not in conflict therewith; but in case of conflict this act 
shall control as to Karnes county, Texas. 

Sec. 12. The near approach of the close of the present session and 
the crowded condition of the calendar, creates an emergency and an 
imperative public necessity requiring the suspension of the constitutional 
rule which requires bills to be read on three several days and said rule 
is hereby suspended. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
House of Eepresentatives, no vote given ; and was reported to the Senate 
where the same was amended and passed, no vote given ; House concurred 
in Senate amendments, no vote given, j 

[Note. — The foregoing act was presented to the Governor of Texas 
for his approval on the 8th day of April, A. D. 1901, but was not signed 
by him nor returned to the house in which it originated, with his objec- 
tions thereto within the time prescribed by the Constitution, and there- 
upon became a law without his signature. — Geo. T. Keeble, Chief Clerk, 
Acting Secretary of State.] 

Takes effect 90 days after adjournment. 



MADISON COUNTY— ROAD SYSTEM. 

H. B. No. 526.] Chapter LXXIII. 

An Act to create a more efficient road law for Madison county, Texas. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
That each member of the commissioners court of Madison county shall 
be ex-officio road commissioners of their respective districts, and under 
the direction of the commissioners court, shall have charge of all the 
teams, tools and machinery belonging to the county, and placed in their 
hands by said county, and it shall be their duty, under such rules and 
regulations as the commissioners court may prescribe, to superintend the 
laying out of new roads, the making or changing of roads, and the build- 
ing of bridges. Each of said commissioners shall, before entering upon 
the duties of his office, in addition to his regular bond as such county 
commissioner, execute a bond of one thousand dollars, with two or more 
good and sufficient sureties, payable to the county judge of Madison 
county, for the use and benefit of the road and bridge fund, conditioned 
that he will perform all the duties required of him by law, or by th^ 
commissioners court, and that he will account for all money oi* property 
belonging to the county that may come into his possession; provided, 
that with the consent of the commissioners court any one of said com- 
missioners shall be allowed to appoint any competent person as deputy 
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road commissioner, who shall be required to execute the same bond that 
is required of commissioners in this section ; and such deputy road com- 
missioner shall be entitled to the same compensation that is allowed 
county commissioners for the same service; provided, that county com- 
missioners shall not be allowed any compensation as road commissioners 
when a deputy road commissioner has been appointed. 

Sec. 2. The commissioners court of said county shall have full power 
and authority, and it shall be its duty, to adopt such system for working, 
laying out, draining and repairing the public roads in said county as it 
may deem best, and from time said court may change its plan or system 
of working. Said commissioners court shall have power to purchase such 
teams, tools and machinery as may be necessary for the working of its 
roads. Said court shall have power to construct, grade or otherwise 
improve any road or bridge by contract. In such cases said court, or the 
county judge may advertise in such manner as said court may determine 
for bids to do such work, and the contract shall be awarded to the lowest 
responsible bidder, who shall enter into bond, payable to the county judge 
of said county for the use of the road and bridge fund, with good and 
sufficient sureties, to be approved by said court, and in such sum as said 
court may determine, for the faithful compliance with the terms of said 
contract ; but said court shall have the right to reject any and all bids. 
At the time of making such contract, the court shall direct the county 
treasurer to pass the amount to a particular fund for that purpose, and 
the treasurer shall keep a separate account of such fund, and the same 
shall not be used for any other purpose, and can only be paid out on the 
order of said court ; and the said court shall have authority to employ 
any hands or teams to work on the roads, under such regulations and for 
such price as they may deem best. 

Sec. 3. The commissioners court of said county shall require all 
county convicts, not otherwise employed, to labor upon the public roads, 
under such regulations as they may prescribe, and each convict so worked 
shall receive a credit of fifty cents on his fine first, and then on the costs, 
for each day he may labor. Such commissioners court may prescribe 
such reasonable regulations and punishment as may be necessary to 
require such coimty convict to perform good work, and may provide a 
reward not exceeding ten dollars, to be paid out of the road and bridge 
fund, for the recapture and delivery of an escaped convict, to be paid to 
any person, other than the guard or person in charge of such convict at 
the time of his escape, which reward shall be taxed against such convict 
and worked out or paid by him as a part of the cost. The commissioners 
court may grant a reasonable commutation of time for which a convict 
is committed, as a reward for faithful services and good behavior, in 
no case to exceed one-fifth of the whole time. Said court may provide 
the necessary houses, prisons, clothing, bedding, food, medicine and medi- 
cal attention, and guards for the safe and humane keeping of convicts. 
The commissioners court may, at a regular term, allow to the officers 
and witnesses such amount of their costs for the arrest and conviction* 
of such convict as it may deem best ; provided that it shall not allow to 
any j;>fficeran amount greater than the following: County attorney, five 
dollars including commissions; county clerk, and justices of the peace, 
including commissions, one dollar and seventy cents; sheriffs or consta- 
bles, five .dollars, which amount shall be paid to the officers out of the 

la-G. L. 
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road and bridge fund, upon the order of said court, when said fine and 
costs have been worked out as provided in this section; provided, that 
this shall not be construed as to relieve any convict from the payment oif 
any costs for which he would be liable under the General Laws of this 
State. 

Sec. 4. Each county commissioner shall have control of all road over- 
seers in his district, and shall deliver to each of them all teams, tools and 
machinery necessary in working the roads in the district of said overseer, 
'so far as he has been supplied therewith, taking his receipt therefor, 
specifying each item and giving its value, which receipt shall be a full 
answer of the liability of the commissioner, and shall fix the liability 
of the overseer, and any commissioner or overseer who shall have been 
entrusted with any teams, tools or machinery belonging to said county 
shall be liable for any damages that may occur to the same while in his 
possession, caused by his negligence, or want of due care of same, and 
shall not use or permit the same to l)e used for private purposes, without 
the consent of the commissioners court. It shall be the duty of the road 
overseer when he has finished work on his roads to return to said com- 
missioner all teams, tools and machinery received from him and take up 
the receipt given therefor. 

Sec. 5. It shall be the duty of the county commissioner, when acting 
as road commissioner, to inform himself of the condition of the public 
roads of his district, and shall determine what character of work shall 
be done upon said roads, and shall direct the manner of grading, draining 
or otherwise improving Ihe same, which direction shall be observed and 
obeyed by all road overseers of his district. 

Sec. 6. The commissioners may require each road overseer in his 
district to call out the hands in such numbers as may be sufficient to 
perform the work, but no road hand shall be required to work exceeding 
five days in any one 3^ear, or two days with himself and team, unless the 
term of service as prescribed by the General Laws shall be extended 
beyond that time; and provided, that all road hands in any particular 
district shall as far as practicable, be worked a uniform time. Each 
road overseer, or in case of his absence any person deputized by him, 
shall have full control of all road hands within his road district, and 
shall see that each hand when called out shall perform a good day^s 
work, and if any hand when so called shall fail or refuse to perform a 
good day^s work or to work in the manner the overseer may direct, he 
shall be liable to the same penalty as if he had failed to appear in obedi- 
ence to the summons. The commissioners court may allow to any over- 
seer who shall be engaged in the discharge of the duties of his office for 
more than five days during any one year a compensation not to exceed 
one dollar and fifty cents per day for the time so served. 

Sec. 7. Any citizen of Madison county liable for road duty who shall 
on or before the first day of February of each year pay to the county 
treasurer the sum of three dollars shall be exempt from road duty for 
such year, beginning on the first day of February. The treasurer shall 
receive and receipt for all money so paid him, and place the same to the 
credit of the road and bridge fund, and shall keep a separate account for 
each road district from which it is received. The treasurer shall on the 
third day of February, or as soon thereafter as practicable, furnish to 
each county commissioner a list of all persons in their respective districts 
that have paid such sums as provided in this section. 
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Sec. 8. Every person liable to do work on roads, by paying to his 
road overseer at any time before the day appointed to work on the road 
the sum of one dollar for each day that he is summoned to work, and one 
dollar and fifty cents for each day that he is summoned to furnish his 
team for road work, shall be exempt from working or furnishing his 
team for each day^ paid for, and also be exempt from any penalties for 
failure to work or furnish such team for the time for which he has so 
paid. 

Sec. 9. Each person summoned to work on the road shall take with 
him an ax, hoe, spade, plow, scraper or such other tool as may be desired 
and directed by the road overseer, or if he has no such tools as are desired 
and directed by the road overseer to take with him, he shall take such 
other suitable tool as he may have ; provided, the county shall be liable* 
for, and the commissioners court, under such regulations as they may 
prescribe, shall pay for all such breakage and damage to such tools as 
may have resulted from public road work, and not caused by the negli- 
gence of the person furnishing the same. Such overseer may also sum- 
mon and require such road hand to bring with him for public road work 
such team or teams as he may have on hand suitable for road work; 
provided, such hand shall be allowed two and one-half day^s time for each 
day put in by a hand with his team, and one and one-half day^s time for 
his team without such hand. 

Sec. 10. If any person liable to work on the public roads after being 
legally summoned shall intentionally fail or refuse to attend, either in 
person or by able and competent substitute, or fail or refuse to furnish 
his team or tools at the time and place designated by the person summon- 
ing him, or to pay to such overseer the sum of one dollar for each day he 
may have been notified to work on the road, or to pay to such overseer 
the sum of one dollar and fifty cents for each day he may have been 
notified to furnish his team for road work, or having attended, shall fail 
to perform good service or any other du{y required of him by law, or the 
person under whom he may work, shall be deemed guilty of a misde- 
meanor, and upon conviction thereof fine^ in any sum not to exceed ten 
dollars. 

Sec. 11. At a regular term of the commissioners court for February 
of each year all road overseers shall make their reports under oath, upon 
forms furnished them by said court, which said report shall be examined 
by said court, and all accounts for services or labor performed for over- 
work by such overseer during the past year, and of moneys had and 
expended by him, shall be audited and settled ; and as soon thereafter as 
practicable said commissioners court shall appoint and commission road 
overseers for the succeeding year. Any road overseer intentionally fail- 
ing to perform his duties as such overseer, or failing or refusing to make 
his reports as required by law, or failing or refusing to serve or perform 
the duties of overseer, when appointed by said court, or to perform any 
other duty required of him by law or by the commissioners court, or 
by the commissioner of his district, shallbe deemed guilty of a misde- 
meanor, and upon conviction shall be fined in any sum not exceeding 
twenty-five dollars. 

Sec. 12. Whenever it shall be necessary to occupy any land for open- 
ing, widening, straightening or draining any road, or part thereof, if the 
owner of such land and the county commissioners court cannot agree 
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upon the damage to be paid^ the county may proceed to condemn the 
same in the same manner that a railroad company can condemn land for 
right of way, and the same proceedings may be had and the same rights 
shall exist to each party as would exist if the proceedings were by a 
railroad company, except that the county shall in no case be required to 
give bond. 

Sec. 13. Jt shall be lawful for any delinquent poll taxpayer in Madi- 
son county, to perform three days' service upon the public roads in his 
road precinct in each and every year, in discharge of his said delinquent 
poll tax, unless the rate of poll tax now provided for by the General Laws 
of Texas shall be changed, in which case a proportionate time of service 
shall be held to discharge said delinquent for one year's poll taxes; and 
provided further, that this act shall not be held to annul any law upon 
the general statutes of Texas for the collection of delinquent taxes, but 
shall be held to be as cumulative thereto in Madison county; and pro- 
vided further, that such delinquent taxpayers shall perform such road 
service, under the directi(jp of the road overseer, under the same regu- 
lations herein provided for parties subject to road service under the 
General Laws of the State. 

Sec. 14. Each county commissioner when acting as road commis- 
sioner and performing the duties imposed upon him by law, or by the 
commissioners court, shall be entitled to two dollars per day for the 
services actually performed; provided, said sum to be paid him shall not 
exceed forty dollars per quarter, which amount shall be paid out of the 
road' and bridge fund; when the account shall have been approved by the 
commissioners court ; and the court shall not approve said account imless 
the commissioner presenting it shall sign an oath that the account is just, 
due and unpaid, and specifying the number of days' work actually per- 
formed by him, and that it was necessary to be done; and no commis- 
sioner shall be entitled to pay as road commissioner either for himself 
or his deputy while he is performing the duties of county commissioner, 
nor shall he receive any additional pay than that provided by this section 
for inspecting or riding over, his road or for other road service. 

Sec. 15. This act shall be taken notice of by all courts in the same 
manner as the General Laws of the State, and it shall be construed to be 
cumulative of all General Laws of the State on the subject of roads and 
bridges when not in conflict therewith, but in case of conflict, this act 
shall control as to the county of Madison. 

Sec. 16. The present condition of the roads of Madison county and 
the fact that there is no General Law on the subject of roads and bridges 
adequate to give the needed relief to the county, and the further fact of 
the crowded condition of the calendar and the near approach of the cloge 
of the present session of the I^egislature, creates an emergency and an 
imperative public necessity necessitating the suspension of the constitu- 
tional rule requiring bills to be read on three several days and that rule 
is hereby suspended and that this bill be placed on its third reading and 
final passage, and take effect and be in force from and after its passage, 
and it is so enacted. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
House of Representatives, no vote given ; and passed the Senate, no vote 
given.] 
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[Note. — The foregoing act was presented to the Governor of Texas 
for his approval on the 8th day of April, A. D., 1901, but was not signed 
by him nor returned to the house in which it originated, with his objec- 
tions thereto within the time prescribed by the Oonstitution, and there- 
upon became a law without his signature. — Geo. T. Keeble, Chief Clerk, 
Acting Secretary of State.] 

Takes effect 90 days after adjournment. 



BRAZORIA COUNTY— ROAD SYSTEM. 
11. B. No. 522.] Chapter LXXIV. 

An Act to create a more efficient road system for Brazoria county, Texas, and 
making the county commissioners of said county ex-officio road commissioners, 
and prescribing their duties as such, and providing for their compensation as 
such road commissioners; and providing for the working of county convicts 
upon the public roads of said county, and providing a penalty for the escape 
of county convicts; and providing the amount of compensation in road time 
to be allowed by overseers to road hands for teams, and road work, and pro- 
viding for the condemnation of land for public road purposes; and pro- 
viding for the working of delinquent poll taxpayers on the public roads; and 
relieving road hands from the performance of road work by the payment of 
the sum of three dollars ; and providing for election, for issuance of bonds for 
bridge purposes; and providing for the making of this law cumulative of the 
Greneral Laws, and in case of a conflict this act to govern as to Brazoria 
county, Texas, and creating an emergency. 

Section 1. Be it enacted hy the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
That the members of the commissioners court of Brazoria county, Texas, 
shall be ex-oflBcio road commissioners of their respective districts, and 
under direction of the commissioners court shall have charge of teams, 
tools and machinery belonging to the county, and placed in their hands 
by the said court; and it shall be their duty, under such rules and regu- 
lations as the commissioners court may prescribe, to superintend the lay- 
ing out of new roads, the making or changing of roads, and the building 
of bridges. 

Each of said commissioners shall, before entering upon the duties of 
his office, execute a bond of one thousand dollars, with two or more good 
and sufficient sureties, payable to the county judge of said county, for 
the use and benefit of the road and bridge fund of the county, conditioned 
that he will perform the duties required of him by law or by the commis- 
sioners court, and that he will properly account for all money or property 
belonging to the county that may come into his possession. This is in 
addition to any other bond required of commissioners by existing laws. 

Sec. 2. The commissioners court of said county shall have full power 
and authority, and it shall be their duty, to adopt such system of work- 
ing, laying out, draining and repairing the public roads in said county 
as they may deem best, and from time to time the said court may change 
its plan or system of working. Said commissioners court shall have 
power to purchase such teams, tools and machinery that may be neces- 
sary for the working of its roads. Said court shall have the power to 
construct, grade or otherwise improve any road or bridge by contract. 
Tn such case said court, or the county judge, may advertise, in such man- 
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ner as said court may determine, for bids to do such work, and the con- 
tract shall be lot to the lowest responsible bidder, who shall enter into 
bond payable to the county judge of said county, for the use of the road 
and bridge fund, with good and sufficient sureties, to be approved by 
said court, and in such amount as said court may determine, for the faith- 
ful compliance with the terms of said contract, but said court shall have 
the right to reject any and all bids. And the said court shall have 
authority to employ any hands or teams to work on the road, under such 
regulations and for such price as it may deem best. 

Sec. 3. The commissioners court of said county may require all 
county convicts not otherwise employed to labor upon the public roads 
under such regulations as it may prescribe, and each convict so worked 
shall receive a credit of fifty cents on his fijie first and then on the costs, 
for each day he may labor, and for each Sunday while confined. The 
commissioners court shall, at a regular term, allow to the officers and 
witnesses one-half of their costs for the arrest and conviction of said 
convict; provided, he works out his entire fine and costs, which amount 
shall be paid to the officers out of the road and bridge fund on the war- 
rant of the county judge. The commissioners court may provide the 
necessary houses, prisons, food, medicine, medical attention and guards 
for the safe and humane treatment of said county convicts. 

Sec. 4. The commissioners court shall lay off each road commission- 
er's district into a convenient number of road precincts, numbering each 
and defining as accurately as possible the boundaries thereof. 

Sec. 5. An overseer shall be appointed by said court for each 'road 
precinct at the time of establishing the same, and at the first regular 
term of the court of each year, or as soon tliereafter as practicable either 
at a regular or special term, the said court shall appoint an overseer for 
each road precinct in the county, who shall under the direction of the 
road commissioner of his district have charge of all the public roads, 
and all the hands lial}le for work on the same that are situated or reside 
in his precinct. It shall be his duty to call out all hands liable for road 
work and to cause all the roads in his respective precinct to be worked 
at least twice in each year, and at such other times as may be necessary. 
He shall also work on the public roads of his precinct any county convict 
that may be assigned to him under the direction of the commissioners 
court or county judge; and shall have authority to call out any person 
liable for road duty to act as guard for said convict or convicts in his 
precinct; 

Sec. 6. Each county commissioner shall have control of all road 
overseers in his district, and shall deliver to each of them all teams, tools 
and machinery that may be necessary in working the roads in the pre- 
cinct of said overseer, so far as he has been supplied therewith by the 
commissioners court, takiiig the receipt of said overseer therefor, specify- 
ing each item and giving its value ; which receipt shall be a full answer 
for the liability of the commissioner, and shall ^n the liability of the 
road overseer. And any commissioner or road overseer shall be liable for 
any damage that may occur to the same, while in his possession caused 
by his negligence or want of due care of the same, and shall not use or 
permit the same to be used for private purposes without the consent of 
the commissioners court. It shall be the duty of the overseer when he 
has finished work on his road to return to said commissioner all teams, 
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tools and machinery received from him and take up the receipt given 
therefor. 

Sec. 7. It shall be the duty of the county commissioner, in acting as 
road commissioner, to inform himself of the conditions of the public 
roads of his district, Jind ^hall determine what character of work shall 
be done upon said roads, and shall direct the manner of grading, drain- 
ing or otherwise improving the same, which directions shall be observed 
and obeyed by all road overseers of his district. 

Sec. 8. Each road overseer shall, during each year, call out the hands 
subject to road duty to work five days, and he shall see that each hand, 
when called out, shall perform a good day^s work, and if any hand, when 
so called out, shall fail or refuse to perform a good day^s work, or to 
work in the manner that the overseer shall direct, he shall be liable to 
the same pejialty as if he had failed to appear in obedience to the sum- 
mons. And any road overseer, when he deems it expedient and at the 
time of notifying any liand to work upon the road, may also summon 
such hand as may be the owner of a team suitable for road work, to bring 
such team with him, to be used in working upon the road during such 
time as the hand ma}' be notified to work upon the road. And after such 
notice given, if such hand shall fail or refuse to bring his team with him 
as notified to do, he shall be liable to the same penalty as if he had 
refused to appear in obedience to the summons; provided, that any hand 
for so doing shall be credited with and allowed two and one-half days 
upon the time for which he is liable for road duty for each day he may 
work in connection and while furnishing such team, and one and one-half 
days for his team without such hand. 

Sec. 9. A "good day's work'' under this act shall consist of eight 
hours labor for road hands or for county convicts, and ten hours labor for 
hired hands. 

Sec. 10. The commissioners court may allow to any overseer engaged 
in the discharge of the duties of his oihce for more than five days during 
any one year a compensation not to exceed one dollar and fifty cents per 
day for the time so served, when such extra work is ordered by the com- 
inissioner of the precinct. The term of service of the road overseer shall 
be from the time of the service of the order of appointment until the 
first regular term of the commissioners court of the succeeding year. 

Sec. 11. Any citizen of Brazoria coimty liable for road duty who 
shall on or before the first day of February of any year, pay to the county 
commissioner of his precinct the sum of three dollars, shall be exempt 
from road duty for such year, beginning on the first day of February. 

The commissioner to whom the money shall be paid shall receive the 
same and receipt for it, and it shall be paid to the county treasurer and 
placed to the credit of the road and bridge fund, to be expended in the 
resident precinct of such payor, and the commissioner shall keep a sep- 
arate account for* each road precinct from which said money is received, 
and each commissioner shall, at the regular term in February, furnish to 
the court a list of all persons in their respectiv-e precincts who have paid 
said sum as provided in this section. 

Sec. 12. Every person liable to work on the roads, by paying to his 
road overseer, at any time before the day appointed to work on his road, 
the sum of one dollar for each day he is summoned to work, and one dol- 
lar and fifty cents for each day that he is summoned to furnish his team 
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for road work, shall be exempt from working or furnishing his team for 
each day paid for, and also exempt from any penalty for failure to work 
or furnish such team for the time for which he has so paid. 

Sec. 13. Each person summoned to work on a road shall take with 
him an ax, hoe, pick, gun, spade, plow, scraper or other tools, as may be 
desired and directed by the overseer ; or if he has no such tool as may be 
desired and directed by the overseer to take with him, he shall take such 
suitable tools as he may have; provided, the county shall be liable for, 
and the commissioners court under such regulations as they may pre- 
scribe, shall pay for all such breakage or damage to all such tools as may 
have resulted from public road work, and not caused by the negligence of 
the person furnishing the same. 

Sec. 14. If any person liable to work on the public roads after being 
legally summoned, shall intentionally fail or refuse to attend either in 
person or by able and competent substitute, or fail or refuse • to f^miBh 
his team or tools at the time and place designated by the person summon- 
ing him or to pay such overseer the sum of one dollar for each day he may 
have been notified to work on the road or to pay such overseer the sum 
of one dollar and fifty cents for each day he may have been notified to 
furnish his team for road work, or having attended shall fail to perform 
good service or any other duty required of him by law or the person 
under whom he may work, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and 
upon conviction shall be fined in a*ny sum not exceeding ten dollars. 

Sec. 15. At the first regular term of the commissioners court of each 
year, all road overseers shall make their report under oath, upon forms 
to be furnished by the said court, which reports shall be examined by said 
court and all accounts of moneys had and expended by him shall be 
audited and settled, and as soon thereafter as practicable said commis- 
sioners court shall appoint and commission road overseers for the suc- 
ceeding year, and in the event of the removal, death, or refusal, failure 
or inability to act on the part of any road overseer so appointed, or on 
account of any vacancy in such office the commissioners court or the com- 
missioner of the precinct shall have authority to fill the vacancy, and . 
report his action to the county clerk, who shall record the same in the 
minutes of the commissioners court either in term time or vacation. 

Any overseer intentionally failing to perform his duty as such over- 
seer or failing or refusing to make his report as required by law, or to 
perform any other duty required of him by law, or the commissioners 
court or by the commissioner of the district, shall be deemed guilty of a 
misdemeanor and upon conviction shall be fined in any sum not exceed- 
ing twenty -five dollars. 

Sec. 16. The county collector of Brazoria county shall as soon after 
the first day of February of each year as practicable, furnish to each 
road overseer a list of all the delinquent poll taxpayers for the previous 
year in their respective road precincts, and the persons so appearing on 
said lists and who are such delinquent poll taxpayers shall be subject to 
road duty for the period of three days during the ensuing year, and 
they shall be summoned as in other cases to work the roads in the road 
districts or precincts in which such persons may reside, and the perform- 
ance of the road service provided for in this section shall not exonerate 
the person from any other road duty to which the person performing the 
same may be subject, but this shall be taken as cumulative. The person 
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subject to road duty under this section shall be subject to prosecution 
as provided in Section 14 of this act or other law of this State and sub- 
ject to the same liabilities and punishment provided for in other cases 
for failing to appear and do good work when summoned to do so, as pro- 
vided for in this act or other laws of this State, and all such laws shall 
apply to persons required to work roads under the provisions of this sec- 
tion, and when they are convicted they shall satisfy the fine and costs 
as in other misdemeanor convictions. But any person summoned to work 
on the road under the provisions of this section may satisfy such summons 
and be relieved from such duty by paying the amount of poll tax required 
by law, to be apportioned as the law directs, and exhibiting to the over- 
seer or person summoning him on or before the day on which he is sum- 
moned to work, the receipt of the county collector for such poll tax. 

Sec. 17. If any county convict shall escape from any person or per- 
sons having said county convicts in charge for said county, said county 
convict so escaping shall be guilty of an offense, and upon conviction 
shall be fined not less than ten nor more than twenty-five dollars. 

Sec. 18. Whenever it shall be necessary- to occupy any land for the 
purpose opening, widening, straightening, grading, making embank- 
ments, filling or draining any road or part thereof, if the owner of such 
land and the county commissioners court cannot agree upon the damages 
to be paid, the county may proceed to condemn the same in the same 
manner that a railroad company can condemn land for a right of way, 
and the same proceedings may be had and the same rights shall exist to 
each party as would exist if the proceedings were by a railroad company, 
except that the county shall in no case be required to give fcond. 

Sec. 19. It shall be unlawful for the commissioners court of Brazoria 
county to issue the bonds of said county for any amount over $20,000.00 
for the purpose of Imilding bridges, unless a proposition for the issuance 
of such bonds shall have been first submitted, to a vote of the qualified 
voters, who are property taxpayers of said county ; and unless a majority 
of the said qualified taxpayers voting at said election is in favor of the 
proposition for the issuance of bonds then the said bonds shall not be 
issued. There shall be no bond issue exceeding $5,000.00 without six 
months notice by said commissioners court, said notice to be published 
in a county paper in four consecutive issues before the meeting of the 
court authorizing any issue of road and bridge bonds exceeding $5,000.00. 
If the proposition for the issuance of bonds be sustained by a majority 
of the said property taxpayers voting at said election, then the said bonds 
shall be authorized, and shall be issued by the commissioners court; pro- 
vided, that this act shall not be construed to authorize and render valid 
bonds without being first submitted to the Attorney General, and cer^r 
tified to by him as now required by law. 

Sec. 20. Whenever a petition, signed by fifty or more qualified voters, 
who are property taxpayers in the county of Brazoria, shall be presented 
to the commissioners court of said counly at any regular session thereof, 
asking that the question of a bond issue be submitted to a vote of the 
qualified taxpayers of the county, it shall not be necessary to give any 
former notice before the court shall act on the same, but the court shall 
act thereon without notice, and at such regular term shall make an order 
for such election to take place at any time thereafter, not less than thirty, 
nor more than sixty days. Said order shall distinctly specify the pur- 
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pose for which the bonds are*to be issued, the amount thereof, the time 
in which they are payable and the rate of interest; and all voters desiring 
to support the proposition to issue bonds shall have written or printed 
on their ballots the words : "For Issuance of Bonds,'' and those opposed 
shall have written or printed on their ballots the words: "Against the 
Issuance of Bonds." 

Sec. 21. The commissioners court shall determine the time and places 
of holding said election, and the manner of holding same shall be gov- 
erned by the laws of the State regulating general elections. 

Sec. 22. This act shall not apply to funding bonds issued or to be 
issued in lien of any valid, outstanding bonds of Brazoria county, nor to 
any issue of bonds, when for a sum less than two thousand dollars, when 
issued for the purpose of repairing bridges. • 

Sec. 23. Each county commissioner, when acting as road commis- 
sioner, and performing the duties imposed upon him by law, or by the 
commissioners court, shall be entitled to two dollars per day for services 
actually performed; provided, said sum to be paid him, shall not exceed 
fifty dollars per quarter, which amount shall be paid out of the road and 
bridge fund when the account shall have been approved by the commis- 
sioners court, and the court shall not approve said account unless the 
commissioner presenting it shall sign an oath that the account is just, 
due and unpaid, and specifying the number of days work, and date of 
same, actually performed by him, and that it was necessary to be done, 
and no commissioner shall be entitled to pay as road commissioner while 
he is performing the duties as a county commissioner. 

Sec. 24. The county collector, for furnishing a list of the delinquent 
poll taxpayers to the overseer, for his services in Section 16, shall be 
exempted from the road service for each year that such list is furnished 
or service pei'formed as compensation for such work. . 

Sec. 25. This act shall be taken notice of by all courts in the same 
manner as the General Laws of this State, and it shall be construed to be 
cumulative of the General Laws of this State on the subject of roads and 
bridges, when not in conflict therewith, but in case of conflict this act 
shall control as to the county of Brazoria. ^ 

Sec. 26. It shall be the duty of the district judge of this judicial dis- 
trict to charge the grand jury of the district court of Brazoria county to 
diligently inquire into and faithfully report all delinquencies of duty by 
the officers under this act and to indict all such delinquents in the ordi- 
nary way as other officers are indicted for negligence, inefficiency or 
malfeasance in office. 

Sec. 27. The fact that there is now no sufficient general road law in 
force in this State creates an emergency and an imperative public neces- 
sity that the constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three sev- 
eral days be suspended, and that this act take effect and be in force from 
and after its passage, and it is so enacted. 

[N*ote. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
House of Kepresentatives, no vote given ; and passed the Senate, no vote 
given.] 

[Note. — The foregoing act was presented to the Governor of Texas 
for his approval on the 8th day of April, A. D. 1901, but was not signed 
by him nor returned to the house in which it originated with his objec- 
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tions thereto within the time prescribed by the Constitution, and there- 
upon became a law without his signature. — Geo. T. Keeble, Chief Clerk, 
Acting Secretary of State.] 

Takes effect 90 days after adjournment. 



• GKAYSON COUNTY— KOAD SYSTEM. 
H. B. No. 519.] Chapter LXXV. 

An Act to- create a more efficient road system for Grayson county, Texas, and 
making county commissioners of said county ex-officio road commissioners, and 
prescribing their duties as such, and providing for their compensation as road" 
commissioners; and providing for the appointment of deputy road commission- 
ers; and defining the powers and duties of the commissioners court of said 
county; and to provide for the manner of trimming hedges along any public 
road; and fixing a penalty for the violation of this act and to repeal all laws 
in conflict with this act, and declaring an emergency. 

Section 1. Be it enacted hy the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
That each nieml>er of the commissioners court of Grayson county shall 
be ex-officio road commissioner of their respective districts, and under 
the direction of the commissioners court, shall have charge of all the 
tools, teams and machinery belonging to the county and placed in their 
hands by said court ; and it shall be their duty, under such rules and reg- 
ulations- as the commissioners court may prescribe, to superintend the 
laying out of new roads, the making or changing of roads and the build- 
ing of bridges. Each of said commissioners shall, before entering upon 
the duties of their office, execute a bond of one thousand dollars, with 
two or more good and sufficient sureties, payable to the county judge of 
said county for the use and benefit of the road and bridge fund, condi- 
tioned that they will perform all the duties required of them by law or 
by the commissioners court ; and that they will account for all money or 
property belonging to the county that may come into their possession; 
provided, that with the consent of the commissioners court any one of 
, said commissioners shall be allowed to appoint any competent person as 
deputy road commissioner, who shall be required to execute the same 
bond that is required of commissioners in this section ; and such deputy 
road commissioner shall be entitled to the same compensation that is 
allowed county commissioners for the same service; provided, that com- 
missioners shall not be allowed any compensation as road commissioner 
M^hen a deputy road commissioner has been appointed. 

Sec. 2. The commissioners court of said county shall have full power 
and authority, and it shall be their duty, to adopt such system of work- 
ing, laying out, draining and repairing the public roads in said county as 
they may deem best, and from time to time, said court may change its 
plan or system of working. Said commissioners court shall have power 
to purchase such teams, tools and machinery as may be necessary for the 
working of its roads. Said court shall have the power to construct, grade 
or otherwise improve any road or bridge by contract. In such case said 
court, or the county judge, may advertise in such manner as said court 
may determine, for bids to do such work, and the contract shall be 
awarded to the lowest responsil)le bidder, who shall enter into bond, pay- 
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able to the county judge of said county, for the use of the road and 
bridge fund, with gobd and sufficient sureties, to be approved by said 
court, and in such sum as said court may determine, for the faithful com- 
pliance with the tennis of said contract, but said court shall have the 
right to reject any and all bids. At the time of making any such con- 
tract the court shall direct the county treasurer to pass the amount to a 
particular fund for that purpose, and the treasurer shall keep a separate 
account of such fund, and the same shall not be used for any, other pur- 
pose, and can only be paid out on the order of said court; and the said 
court shall have authority to employ any hands or teams to work on the 
roads, under such regulations and for such price as they may deem best. 

Sec. 3. The commissioners court of said county shall require all 
county convicts, not otherwise employed, to labor on the public roads, 
under such regulations as they may prescribe, and each convict so worked 
shall receive a credit of fifty cents on his fine first, and then on the cost, 
for each day he may lal>or. The commissioners court may, at a regular 
term, allow the officers and witnesses such amounts of their cost for the 
arrest and conviction of said convict as it may deem best; provided, that 
it shall not allow any officer an amount greater than the following: 
county judge, $3.00; county attorney $5.00 including commissions; 
county clerk and justice of the peace, $1.70; sheriffs and constables, 
$2.00, which amount shall be paid to the officers out of the road and 
bridge fund, on the warrant of the county judge, when said fine and 
costs shall have been worked out as provided in this section; provided, 
that this shall not be construed as to relieve any convict from the pay- 
ment of all costs for which he would be liable under the General Laws 
of this State. The commissioners court may grant a reasonable com- 
mutation of time for which a convict is committed, as a reward for 
faithful service and good behavior ; -provided, that such commutation 
shall in no case exceed one-tenth of the whole time. The commissioners 
court may provide the necessary houses, prisons, clothing, bedding, food, 
medicine, medical attention and guards, for the safe and humane keep- 
ing of convicts. 

Sec. 4. Each county commissioner shall have control of all road over- 
seers in his district, and shall deliver to each of them all tools, teams 
and machinery necessary in working the roads in the district of said 
overseer, so far as he may have been supplied therewith by the commis- 
sioners court, taking receipt of said overseer therefor, specifying each 
item and giving its value, which receipt shall be a full answer of the lia- 
bility of the commissioner, and shall fix the liability of the overseer ; and 
any commissioner or overseer who shall have been entrusted with any 
teams, tools or machinery belonging to said county, shall be liable for 
any damages that may occur to the same while in his possession. It shall 
be the duty of the road overseer, when he has finished work on his road, 
to return to the said commissioner all teams, tools and machinery 
received from him and to take up the receipt given therefor. 

Sec. 5. It shall be the duty of the county commissioner, when acting 
as road commissioner, to inform himself of the condition of the public 
roads in his district, and shall determine what character of work shall be 
done upon said roads, and shall direct the manner of grading, draining or 
otherwise improving the same, which directions shall be observed and 
obeyed by all road overseers of his district. 
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Sec. 6. The commissioner may require each road overseer in his dis- 
trict to call out the hands in such numbers as may be suiBBcient to per- 
form the work, but no road hand shall be required to work exceeding five 
days in any one year, unless the term of service as prescribed by the Gen- 
eral Laws, shall be extended beyond that time; and provided, that all 
road hands in a particular district shall, as far as practicable, be worked 
a uniform time. Each road overseer shall have full control of all road 
hands in his district, and he shall- see that each hand, when called out, 
shall perform a good day^s work; and if any hand, when so called out, 
shall fail or refuse to perform a good day's work, or to work in the man- 
ner the overseer may direct, he shall be liable to the same penalty as if 
he had failed to appear in obedience to the summons. The commission- 
ers court may allow to any overseer who shall be engaged in the dis- 
charge of the duties of his office for more than five days during any one 
year, a compensation, not to exceed one dollar and one-half per day for 
the time so served. 

Sec. 7. Any citizen of Grayson county, liable for road duty who shall, 
on or before the first day of January of any year, pay to the county 
treasurer the sum of three dollars, shall be exempt from road duty for 
such year, beginning on the first day of January. The -treasurer shall 
receive and receipt for all money so paid him, and place the same to the 
credit of the road and bridge fund, and he shall keep a separate account 
of each road district from which it is received. The treasurer shall, on 
the third day of January, or as soon thereafter as practicable, furnish 
each <iounty commissioner a list of all persons in their respective districts 
that have paid said sum as provided in this section. 

Sec. 8. Whenever it shall be necessary to occupy any land for the 
purpose of opening, widening, straightening, or draining any road or 
part thereof, if the owner of such land and the county commissioners 
court cannot agree upon the damage to be paid, the county may proceed 
to condemn the same in the same manner that a railroad company can 
condemn land for right of way, and the same proceedings may be had, and 
the same rights shall exist to each party as would exist if the praceedings 
were by a railroad company, except that in no case shall the county be 
required to give bond. 

Sec. 9. Every owner of a farm or other lands, upon which a hedge of 
any description grows on or near the public road, shall be required to 
keep the same trimmed, so that the height of the same shall not exceed 
eight feet above the level of the ground. Any such owner who shall fail 
or neglect to so trim such hedge, shall be notified in writing by the road 
overseer of that district to trim such hedge as herein required; and in 
such case if such owner shall, after receiving such notice, fail or refuse 
to so trim such hedge within a reasonable time, he shall be deemed guilty 
of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction shall be fined in any sum not to 
exceed ($20) twenty dollars per week, from and after the time that he 
received such notice ; such fine to be paid into the county treasury and to 
be placed to the credit of the road and bridge fund of said county. If 
any owner of any farm shall fail or refuse, after being notified as herein 
required, to triin his hedge as required by this act, then the road over- 
seer shall cause the same to be trimmed in accordance with the provisions 
of this act, to be paid out of the road and bridge fund of the county. 

Sec. 10. Each county commissioner when acting as road commis- 
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bioner and performing ihe duties imposed upon him bj law, or by the 
commissioners conrt, shall be entitled to two ^lee dollars per day for th(» 
iervic-es actnaily perfonned ; provided, that he shall not receive more than 
one hundred and thirty-five dollars ($135) per quarter, which amount 
jfhall \je paid out of the road and bridge fund, when the account shall 
have ^jeen approved by ihe eomniissioner« court, and the court shall not 
approve said account unless the commissioner presenting it shall sign 
an oath that the account is ju.^t, due dnd unpaid, and specifying the nnm- 
Ijer of days work a-jtually performed by him, and that it was necessary to 
be done ; and no c*ommissioner shall \te entitled to pay as road commis- 
sioner while he is performing the duties of county commissioner. 

Sec. 11. This act shall be taken notice of by all the courts in the 
^ame manner as the General Laws of the State, and it shall be construed 
to be cumulative of all General Laws of the State on the subject of road> 
and bridges when not in conflict therewith; but in case of conflict this 
act shall control as to the county of Grayson, and all special road laws 
and amendments thereto heretofore passed are repealed, in so far as they 
conflict with this act. 

Sec. 1?. Owing to the crowded condition of the calendar and the 
improbability *of reaching this bill Ijefore the close of the session, creates 
an emergency and an imperative public necessity that the constitutional 
rule requiring bills to be read on three several days be suspended, and 
that this act take effect and Ije in force from and after its passage, and 
it is so enacted. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
House of Kepresentatives, no vote given ; and passed the Senate by two- 
thirds vote, yeas 23, nays 0. | 

[Note. — The foregoing act was presented to the Governor of Texas 
for his approval on the oth day of April, A. D. 1901, but was not signed 
by him nor returned to the house in which it originated with his objec- 
tions thereto within the time prescribed by the Constitution, and there- 
upon became a law without his signature. — Geo. T. Keeble, Chief Clerk, 
Acting Secretary of State.] 

Takes effect 90 days after adjournment. 
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EKATH COUNTY— KOAI) SYSTEM. 
II. B. No. 541.] Chapter LXXVI. 

An Act to create a more eflacient road system for Erath county, in this State, and 
making the county commissioners of said county ex-officio road commissioners, 
and prescribing their duties as such, and providing for their compensation as 
such road commissioners; and providing for the condemning of material for 
the construction and maintenance of public roads and to provide for the com- 
pensation for the material used, and providing for the working of county con- 
victs on the public roads, and "the purchase of supplies for such convicts, and 
rewards for the capture of escaped county convicts and for i»mmutation of 
sentence for faithful service and good behavior ; and defining the. powers and 
duties of road overseers ; and to provide for the summoning of hands and teams 
for road work, and the allowance for time for service of hands and teams on 
public roads, and fixing a penalty for the violation of same and relieving them 
from the payment of such work by the payment of three dollars ; and providing 
further, for ordering an election to be held in said county by the qualified 
property tax-paying voters to determine whether or not an additional annual 
ad . valorem tax for road and bridge purposes shall be levied and collected in 
said county; making this act cumulative of the General Laws now in force; 
and .to repeal all laws in confiict with this act, and declaring an emergency. 

Section 1. Be it enacted hy the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
That hereafter, in the county oif Erath, the members of the commission- 
ers court shall be ex-officio road commissioners of their respective pre- 
cincts, and under the direction of the commissioners court shall have 
charge of the teams, tools and machinery belonging to the county and 
placed in their hands by said court, and it shall be their duty, under such 
rules and regulations as the commissioners court may prescribe, to super- 
intend the laying out of new roads, the making or changing of roads, and 
the building of bridges. Each of the county commissioners shall, before 
entering upon the duties of road commissioner, execute a bond of one 
thousand dollars, with two or more good and sufficient sureties, payable 
to the county judge, for the use and benefit of the road and bridge fund, . 
conditioned that they will perform all the duties required of them by law, 
or by the commissioners court, and that they will account for all money 
or property belonging to the county as may come into their possession. 

Sec. 2. The commissioners court shall have full power and authority, 
and it shall be their duty to adopt such system for making, laying out, 
draining and repairing the public roads as they may deem best, and 
from time to time said court may change their plan or system of work- 
ing. The commissioners court shall have the power to purchase such 
teams, tools, and machinery as may be necessary for the working of pub- 
lic roads. 

Said court shall have the power to construct, grade or otherwise 
improve any road or bridge by contract. 

In such ease said court or county judge may advertise in such man- 
ner as said court may determine for bids to do the work, and the contract 
shall be awarded to the lowest responsible bidder, who shall enter into 
bond payable to the county judge and his successors in office, for the 
use and benefit of the road and bridge fund, with two or more good and 
sufficient sureties, to be approved by the commissioners court, and in 
such sum as said court may determine, for the faithful performance of 
the terms of said contract, but said court shall have the right to reject 
any or all bids. At the time of making any such contract the court shall 



192 GENERAL LAWS OF TEXAS. \21th Leg. 

direct the county treasurer to pass the amount of said contract to a par- 
ticular fund for that purpose, and the treasurer shall keep a separate 
account of said fund, and the same shall not be used for any other pur- 
pose, and can only be paid out on the order of said court and the said 
court shall have authority to employ any hands and teams on the public 
roads under such regulations and for such prices as they may deem best. 

Sec. 3. The commissioners court shall require all county convicts, 
not otherwise employed, to labor on the public roads, under such regula- 
tions as they may prescribe, and each convict so worked shall receive i\ 
credit of fifty cents on his fine first, and then on the costs, for each day 
he may labor. The commissioners court shall, at each term, allow the 
officers and witnesses such amount of their costs as have been satisfied 
in full by labor of such convicts, for the arrest and conviction of such 
convicts, as it ijiay deem best, not to exceed one-half of such costs, which 
amount shall be paid to the officers and witnesses out of the road and 
bridge fund on the warrant. of the county judge; provided, that this shall 
not be construed as to relieve any convict from the payment of all costs 
for which he may be liable under the laws of the State. The coiamis- 
sioners court may grant a reasonable commutation of time for which a 
convict is committed as a reward for faithful service and good behavior ; 
provided that such commutation shall in no case exceed one-tenth of the 
whole time. 

The commissioners court may provide the necessary houses, prisons, 
clothing, bedding, food, medicine, medical attention and superintendents 
and guards for the safe and humane keeping of the convicts. The com- 
missioners court may provide such reasonable regulations and punish- 
ment as may be necessary to require such convicts to perform good work, 
and to provide a reward not to exceed ten dollars, to be paid out of the 
road and bridge fund, for the recapture and delivery of any escaped con- 
vict, to be paid to any person other than the guard or person in charge 
of such convict at the time of his escape, which reward shall be taxed 
against the convict and worked out by him as part of the costs. 

Sec. 4. Each road commissioner shall have control of all road over- 
seers in his precinct and shall deliver to each of them such teams, tools 
and machinery necessary in working the roads in the precinct of said 
overseer, so far as he has been supplied therewith by the commissioners 
court, taking a receipt therefor, specifying each item and giving its value, 
which receipt shall be a full answer for the liability of the road commis- 
sioner, and shall fix the liability of the road overseer; and the road com- 
missioner or road overseer who shall have been intrusted with any teams, 
tools or machinery belonging to the county, shall be liable for all dam- 
ages that may occur to same while in his possession, caused by his negli- 
gence or want of due care of same. 

It shall be the duty of the road overseer when he has finished work on 
his road to return to said road commissioner all teams, tools and machin- 
ery received from him, and take up the receipt given therefor. 

Sec. 5. It shall be the duty of each county commissioner, when act- 
ing as road commissioner, to inform himself of the condition of the pub- 
lic roads in his precinct, and shall determine what character of work 
shall be done on said roads; and shall direct the manner of grading, 
draining or otherwise improving the same; which directions shall be fol- 
lowed and obeyed by all road overseers of his precinct. 
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Sec. 6. The road commissioners may require each, road overseer in 
his precinct to (iall out the hands in such numbers as may be sufficient to 
perform the work, but no road hand shall be required to work exceeding 
five days in any one year, unless the term of service as now provided by 
law shall be extended beyond that time; and provided, that all road 
hands in a particular road precinct shall, as far as practicable, be worked 
a uniform time. Each road overseer shall have full control of all road 
hands in his precinct, and shall see that each hand, when called out, shall 
perform a good day's work, and if any hand, when so called out, shall fail 
or refuse to do a good day's work, or to work in the manner the overseer 
may direct, he shall be liable to the same penalty as if he had failed to 
appear in obedience to the summons. And the road overseer may, when 
he deems it expedient, or when directed so to do by the road commis- 
sioner of said commissioner's precinct, and at the time of notifying any 
hand to work upon the road, also summon such hand as may be the ownei* 
of a team suitable for road work, to bring such team with him to be used 
in working upon the public roads during such time as the hand may be 
notified to work upon the public roads. And after such notice is given, if 
such hand shall fail or refuse to bring his team with him as notified to 
do, he shall be liable to the same penalty as if he had failed to appear in 
obedience to the summons ; provided, that any hand for so doing shall be 
credited with and allowed two and one-half days upon the time for which 
he is liable for road duty for each day he may work in connection with 
and while furnishing such team, and one and one-half days for his team 
without such hand. 

Sec. 7. A person liable for road duty who shall, on or before the first 
day of February of any year, pay to the county treasurer the sum of 
three dollars, shall be exempt from road duty for such year, beginning on 
the 1st day of Febniary. The county treasurer shall receive and receipt 
for all money so paid him, and place the same to the credit of the load 
and bridge fund, and he shall keep a separate account for each precinct 
from which it is received. The county treasurer shall on the 3rd day of 
February, or as soon thereafter as practicable, furnish to each road com- 
missioner a list of all persons in their respective precincts who have paid 
said sum, as provided in this section. 

Sec. 8. When to the commissioners court it may appear expedient 
to build, repair or maintain any public road in their county, the timber, 
earth, stone, gravel or other necessary material most convenient therefor 
may be used, but in such case the owner thereof shall be paid out of the 
road and bridge fund of such county a fair compensation for the same, as 
may be agreed upon by the owner thereof or his agent and the commis- 
sioners court; provided however, that should said owner, or his agent, 
and said commissioners court fail to agree upon the compensation to be 
paid therefor then the county, upon the order of said court shall pro- 
ceed to condemn the same in the same manner that a railroad company 
can condemn land for right of way, and the same proceedings shall be 
had as would exist if the proceedings were by a railroad company, except 
as hereinafter provided. 

Sec. 9. Ther county shall not be required in proceedings to determine 
the compensation to be paid for material to build, repair or maintain 
public roads, in any case to give bond for costs; and the commissioners 
appointed to condemn such property necessary as aforesaid shall receive 

13— G. L. 
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for their services iwo dollars for each and every day that they may bo 
necessarily engaged in the performance of their dntie^s as such commis- 
sioners, to be paid out of the road and bridge fund on the order of the 
commissioners court, and the compensation awarded by said commission- 
ers for the necessary material shall be paid to the owner or deposited with 
the county treasurer to the credit of such owner, and when so paid or 
deposited the county shall have the right to enter upon and use said mate- 
rial. If the owner of such material, or said county, is not satisfied with 
the compensation Warded said owner, he or said county may appeal 
therefrom, as in cases of appeal in proceedings by railroad companies to 
condemn right of way. 

Sec. 10. If any person, liable to work upon the public roads, after 
being legally summoned, shall fail or refuse to attend, either in person or 
by able and competent substitute, or fail or refuse to furnish his team or 
tools at the time and place designated by the person summoning him, or 
to pay to such road overseer the sum of one dollar for each day he may 
have been notified to work on the public roads, or to pay to such overseer 
the sum of one dollar and fifty cents for each day he may have been noti- 
fied to furnish his team for road work, or having att-ended, shall fail or 
refuse to perform good service, or any other duty required of him by law, 
or the person under whom he may work, or if any one shall fail to comply 
with any duty required of him as provided by law shall be deemed guilty 
of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof fined in any sum not 
exceeding twenty-five dollars. 

Sec. 11. Each county commissioner as compensation for his services 
as ex-officio road commissioner of his precinct, shall be entitled to such 
sum as may be prescribed by the commissioners court of his county, not 
to exceed two dollars and fifty cents per day for the services actually 
performed; provided that he shall not receive more than thirty dollars 
per month, which amount shall be paid monthly out of the road and 
bridge fund, when the account shall have been allowed by the commis- 
sioners court,. and said court shall not approve said account unless the 
road commissioner presenting it shall sign an oath that the account is 
just, due and unpaid, and specifying the number of days work actually 
performed by him ; nor shall he be entitled to any other or further com- 
pensation for supervising public roads, except what is allowed by this act. 

Sec. 12. The provisions of the foregoing act shall be held and con- 
strued to be cumulative of all G-eneral Laws of this State on the subject 
of roads, when not in conflict therewith, but in case of conflict this act 
to control, and provided this act shall not be in operation in Erath county 
unless the commissioners court thereof, in their judgment may deem it 
advisable, and then only by an order of the commissioners court, when 
all the members are present, made at some regular term thereof, accept- 
ing the provisions of this act. Such order shall be entered on the 
minutes of said court, and shall not be void for want of form, but a sub- 
stantial compliance with the provisions thereof shall be sufficient; pro- 
vided, that the commissioners court, at any regular session, after having 
accepted the provisions of this act, may annul or vacate said order by 
which the provisions of this act were accepted, by duly entering the order 
vacating or annulling the same upon the minutes of the court, and there- 
after this act shall no longer be in force and effect in said county. 

Sec. 13. As soon as practica})le after the commissioners court accepts 
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the provisions of this act, as above provided, said court shall order an 
election to held in said county of Erath, by the qualified property tax- 
paying voters of said county, to determine whether or not addition 
annual ad valorem tax, not to exceed fifteen cents on the one hundred dol- 
lars valuation, shall be levied upon all the property in said county subject 
to taxation, for road and bridge purposes, in addition to the amount now 
authorized to be levied by general law. The officers holding said election 
shall receive no compensation for their services in holding the same; at 
said election each ballot shall have written or printed on it the follow- 
ing: "For additional road and bridge tax^' or "Against additional road 
and bridge tax" as the case may be. At said election no person shall be 
permitted to vote unless he be a qualified property taxpaying voter of 
Erath county. The commissioners court of said county shall convene in 
special or regular session within ten days after said election and receive 
the returns and declare the result of said election, and if a majority of 
votes cast in said county shall be in favor of said addition tax, the said 
court shall enter an order upon its minutes duly declaring the result of 
said election, and thereafter as soon as practicable it shall levy an addi- 
tional annual ad valorem tax for road and bridge purposes not to exceed 
fifteen cents on the one hundred dollars valuation upon the property in 
said county subject to taxation. And thereafter said additional tax shall 
be collected until such time as the qualified property taxpaying voters of 
said county, at an election held for that purpose, shall otherwise deter- 
mine, which election shall be ordered by the commissioners court upon a 
petition of at least two hundred qualified property taxpaying voters of 
the county ; provided, that said court may at any time, within i1;s discre- 
tion, order such election of its own motion, without such petition. 

Sec. 14. The fact that there is now no sufficient road law in force in 
said county of Erath, creates an emergency and an imperative public 
necessity that the constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three 
several days be suspended, and that this act take effect and be in force 
from and after its passage, and it is so enacted. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
House of Eepresentatives, no vote given ; and pa;ssed the Senate, no vote 
giiren.] 

[Note. — The foregoing act was presented to the Governor of Texas 
for his approval on the 9th day of April, A. D. 1901, but was not signed 
by him nor returned to the house in which it originated with his objec- 
tions thereto within the time prescribed by the Constitution, and there- 
upon became a law without his signature.-;— Geo. T. Keeble^ Chief Clerk, 
Acting Secretary of State.] 

Takes effect 90 days after adjournment. 
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MILAM COUNTY— ROAD SYSTEM. 
H. B. No. 405.] Chapter LXXVII. 

An Act to amend Chapter 118, Acts of 1897, providing for a more efl&eient road 
system for Milam county, Texas. 

Section I. Be it enacted iy the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
That Chapter 118, Acts of 1897, be so amended as to hereafter read as 
follows : 

That the members of the commissioners court of Milam county shall 
be ex-officio road commissioners of their respective districts, and under 
the direction of the commissioners court shall have charge of all teams, 
tools and machinery belonging to the county and placed in their hands 
'b}^ said county; and it shall be their duty under such rules and regula- 
tions as the commissioners court may prescribe, to superintend the laying 
out of new roads and the building of bridges. Each of said commission- 
ers shall, before entering upon the duties of his office, in addition to his 
regular bond as such county commissioner, execute a bond of one thou- 
sand dollars, with two or more good and sufficient sureties, payable to 
the county judge of said county for the use and benefit of the road and 
bridge fund, conditioned that they will perform all the duties required 
of them by law and by the commissioners court, and that they will 
account for all the money or property belonging to the county that may 
come into their possession. 

Sec. 2., The commissioners court of said county shall have full power 
and authority, and it shall be its duty, to adopt such system .of working, 
laying out, draining and repairing the public roads in said county as it 
may deem best, and from time to time said court may change its plan or 
system of working. Said commissioners court shall have power to pur- 
chase such teams, tools and machinery as may be iiecessary for the work- 
ing of its roads. Said court shall have the power to construct, grade and 
otherwise improve any road or bridge by contract. In such case said 
court, if they deem it necessary, or the county judge, may advertise in 
such manner as the court may determine, for bids to do such work, and 
the contract shall be awarded to the lowest responsible bidder, who shaU 
enter into bond, payable to the county judge of said county for the use 
of the road and bridge fund, with good and sufficient sureties, to be 
approved by said court, and in such sum as said court may determine, 
for the faithful compliance with the terms of said contract; but said 
court shall have the right to reject any and all bids. The said court shall 
have authority to employ any hands or teams to work on the roads, under 
such regulations and for such price as they may deem best. 

Sec. 3. The commissioners court of said county shall require all 
county convicts not otherwise employed to labor upoti the public roads, 
under such regulations as they may prescribe, and each convict so worked 
shall receive a credit of fifty cents on his fine and cost for each day he 
may so labor. Such commissioners court may provide such reasonable 
regulations and punishments as may be necessary to require such con- 
victs to perform good work, and may provide a reward, not exceeding 
ten dollars, to be paid out of the road and bridge fund, for the recapture 
and delivery of any escaped convict, to be paid to any person other than 
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the guard or person in charge of such convict at the time of his escape, 
-which reward shall be taxed against such convict and worked out or paid 
by him as part of the cost. The commissioners may grant a reasonable 
commutation of time for which a convict is committed as a reward for 
faithful service and good behavior, but in no case to exceed one-tenth 
of the whole time. Said court may provide the necessary houses, prisons, 
clothing, bedding, food, medicine, medical attention and guards for the 
safe and humane keeping of convicts. The commissioners court may at 
a regular term allow to the officers such amount of their costs for the 
arrest and conviction of said convict as it may deem best; provided, that 
it shall not allow to any officer a greater amount than he is now or may 
hereafter be allowed by General Laws; provided, that this shall not be 
construed as to relieve any convict from the payment of all costs for 
which he would be liable under the General Laws of this State. 

Sec. 4. Each county commissioner shall have control of all road over- 
seers in his district, and shall deliver to each of them all tools and 
machinery necessary in working the roads in the district of said overseer, 
as far as he has been supplied therewith by the commissioners court, 
taking receipt of said overseer therefor, speciifying each item and giving 
its value, which receipt shall be a full answer of the liability of the com- 
missioner, and shall fix the liability of the overseer, and any commis- 
sioner or overseer who shall have been entrusted with any teams, tools or 
machinery belonging to said county shall be liable for any damage that 
may occur to the same while in his possession, caused by his negligence 
or want of due care of the same, and shall not use or permit the same to 
be used for private purposes without the consent of the commissioners 
court. It shall be the duty of the road overseer when he has finished, 
work on his roads to return to said commissioner all tools and machinery 
• received from him, and take up the receipt taken therefor. 

Sec. 5. It shall be the duty of the county commissioner when acting 
as road overseer to inform himself of the condition of the public roads of 
his district, and shall determine what character of work shall be done 
upon said roads, and shall direct the manner of grading, draining or 
otherwise improving the same, which direction shall be observed and 
obeyed by all road overseers of his district. 

Sec. 6. The commissioners may require of each road overseer in his 
district to call out the hands in such numbers as may be sufficient to per- 
form the work, but no road hand shall be required to work exceeding 
five days in any one year, or two days with himself and team, unless the 
term of service, as prescribed by the General Laws, shall be extended 
beyond that time ; and provided, that all road hands in any particular 
district shall, as far as practicable, be worked a uniform time. Each 
road overseer, or in case of his absence, any person deputized by him, 
shall have full control of all road hands within his road district, and 
shall see that each hand when called out, shall perform a good day^s 
work; and if any hand when so called out shall fail or refuse to perform 
a good day^s work, or to work in the manner the road overseer may direct, 
shall be liable to the same penalty as if he had failed to appear in obedi- 
ence to the summons. 

Sec. 7. Any citizen of Milam county liable for road duty who shall, 
on or before the first day of February of each year, pay to the county 
treasurer the sum of three dollars, shall be exempt from all road duty 
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ioT such year, beginning on the first day of February. The treasurer 
shall receive and receipt for all money so paid him, and shall place the 
same to the credit of the road and bridge fund. The treasurer shall, on 
the third day of February, or as soon thereafter as practicable, furnish 
to each county commissioner a list of all persons in their respective dis- 
tricts that have paid said sum as provided in this section.. 

Sec. 8. Every person liable to work on roads, by paying his road 
overseer at any time before the day appointed to work on his road the 
sum of one dollar for each day he is summoned to work, and one dollar 
and fifty cents for each day that he is summoned to furnish his team for 
road work, shall be exempt from working or furnishing his team for each 
day paid for, and also be exempt from any penalties for failure to work 
or furnish such team for the time for which he has so paid. 

Sec. 9. Each person summoned to work on a road shall take with him 
an ax, hoe, pick, spade, plow, scraper, or such other tool as may be desired 
and directed by the overseer, or if he has no such tools as are desired 
by the overseer to take with him, he shall take such other suitable tx)ol 
as he may have; provided, the county shall be liable for, and the com- 
missioners court, under such regulations as they may prescribe, shall pay 
for all such breakage or damage to such tools as may have resulted from 
public road work, and not caused by the negligence of the person furnish- 
ing the same. Such overseer may also summon and require such road 
hand to bring with him for public road work such team or teams as lie 
may have on hand suitable for road work; provided, such hand shall be 
allowed two and one-half days' time for each day put in by a hand with 
his team, and one and one-half days' time for his team without such hand. 

Sec. 10. If any person liable to work upon the public roads, after 
being legally summoned, shall intentionally fail or refuse to attend, 
either in person or by an able and competent substitute, or fail or refuse* 
to furnish his team or tools at the time and place designated by the per- 
son summoning him, or to pay to such overseer the sum of one dollar for 
each day he may have been notified to work on the road, or to pay to such 
overseer the sum of one dollar and fifty cents for each day he may have 
been notified to furnish his team for road work, or shall fail to perform 
such good service or any other duty required of him by law or the person 
under whom he may work, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and 
on conviction thereof, fined in any sum not exceeding ten dollars. 

Sec. 11. At the regular, term of the commissioners court in February 
of each year, dll road overseers shall make their reports under oath, upon 
forms to be furnished them by said court, which said report shall be 
examined by said court, and all accounts of moneys had and expended by 
him shall be audited and settled; and as soon thereafter as practicable 
said commissioners court shall appoint and commission road overseers 
for the succeeding year ; alid in the event of the death, refusal or inability 
to act on the part of any road overseer so appointed the county commis- 
sioner of the precinct shall have authority to fill the vacancy, and report 
his action in writing to the county clerk, who shall record the same in 
the minutes of the commissioners court, either in term time or vacation. 
Any overseer failing to perform his duties as such overseer, or failing or 
refusing to make his report as required by law, or failing or refusing to 
serve and perform the duties of overseer when appointed by said court, 
or. to perform any other duty required of him by law or by the commis- 
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sioners court, or by the commissioner of the district, shall be deemed 
guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction shall be fined in any sum 
not exceeding twenty-five dollars. 

Seo. 12. Whenever it shall be necessary to occupy any land for open- 
ing, widening, straightening or draining any road or part thereof, if the 
owner of such land and the commissioners court cannot agree upon the 
damage to be paid, the county may proceed to condemn the same in a 
manner that a railroad company may condemn land for a right of way, 
and the same proceedings may be had, and the same rights shall exist to 
each party as would exist if the proceedings were by a railroad oompany, 
except that the county shall in no case be required to give bond; pro- 
vided, that nothing contained in this section shall be held to repeal the 
provisions of the generaj law relating to the opening of public roads by 
juries of view, but this section shall be cumulative thereof, and the com- 
missioners court of Milam county may act under such general law or the 
provisions of this section at their option, in such case. 

Sec. 13. Every owner of a farm or other land upon which a hedge 
of any description grows on or near the public road, shall be required to 
keep the same trimmed so that the same shall not obstruct said road, and 
shall not be of greater height than eight feet, and any such owner who 
shall fail or neglect to trim such hedge shall be notified in writing* by 
the road overseer of that district to trim such hedge as herein required; 
and in case if such owner shall, after receiving such notice, fail or refuse 
to trim such hedge within a reasonable time, he shall be deemed guilty 
of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction shall be fined in any sum not 
exceeding twenty dollars per week from and after the time that he 
receives such notice, such fine to be paid into the county treasury and be 
placed to the credit of the road and bridge fund of said county. If any 
owner of any farm shall fail or refuse, after being notified as herein 
required, to trim his hedge as required by this act, then the road over- 
seer, upon an order from the county commissioner of his precinct, shall 
cause the same to be trimmed in accordance with the provisions of this 
act, to be paid for out of the road and bridge fund of the county. 

Sec. 14. Each county commissioner when acting as road commis- 
. sioner and performing the duties imposed upon him by law or by the 
commissioners court, shall be entitled to three dollars per day for the 
services actually performed; provided, that he shall not draw such pay 
for more than thirty-five days per quarter, which amount shall be paid 
out of the road and bridge fund when the account shall have been 
approved by the commissioners court; and the court shall not approve 
said account unless the commissioner presenting it shall sign an oath the 
account is just, due and unpaid, and specifying the number of days' work 
actually performed by him, and that it was necessary to be done, and no 
commissioner shall be entitled to pay as road commissioner while he is 
performing the duties of county commissioner, nor shall he receive any 
additional pay than that provided by this section for inspecting or riding 
over his road, or for other road service. 

Sec. 15. Tt shall be lawful for any insolvent delinquent poll taxpayer 
in Milam county to perform two days service upon the public roads in 
his road precinct in each and every year, in discharge of his delinquent 
poll tax, unless the rate of poll tax now provided for by the General Laws 
of Texas shall be changed, in which case a proportionate term of service 
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shall be held to discharge said delinquent for one year's poll taxes; 
provided, further, that this act shall not be held to annul any laws upon 
the general statutes of the State of Texas for the collection of delinquent 
taxes, but shall be held cumulative thereto in Milam county; and pro- 
vided, further, that such delinquent taxpayers shall perform such road 
service under the direction of the road overseer, under the same regula- 
tions herein provided for parties subject to road service under the General 
Laws of the State. 

Sec. 16. When it shall be made to appear to the commissioners court 
that the same is necessary for the better drainage of any public road or 
roads within Milam county, that the ditches along the right of way of 
any railroad company in Milam county should be opened and cleaned out, 
and the bar pits along said right of way emptied and drained, the com- 
missioners court may, by an order entered upon the minutes of a regular 
or special term of the commissioners court, require any railway company 
whose ditches are so faultily constructed or so out of repair as to impede 
the easy and rapid flow of water accumulating on, along and near their 
right of way, to the nearest stream, gully, outlet or water course, and 
it shall be the duty of said railway in reference to which -said order 
is made and entered, within sixty days after the receipt of a certified 
copy of said order, served on the depot agent of such company at Cam- 
eron, or. if such company has no depot agent at Cameron, then on the 
depot agent at the station nearest Cameron, to commence the work so 
ordered to be done and to continue such work with reasonable dispatch 
until its completion to the satisfaction of the commissioners court; and 
in the event that said railroad company, its officers and agents, fail to 
comply with the terms of said order, and fail to commence said work 
within sixty days, and finish the same within a reasonable time, the 
commissioners court shall have said work performed, keeping an accurate 
account of the money expended upon said work, and said money so 
expended may be recovered from the railroad company along whose right 
of way said work was done at the suit of the county for the benefit of 
its road and bridge fund, in any court of competent jurisdiction in 
Milam county. 

Sec. 17. This act shall be taken notice of by all courts in the same 
manner as the General Laws of the State, and it shall be held to be 
cumulative of all General Laws of the State on the subject of roads and 
bridges, when not in conflict therewith, but in case of conflict, this act 
shall control as to the county of Milam. 

Sec. 18. The fact that there is now no efficient general road law in 
force in this Staite creates an emergency and imperative public neces- 
sity that the constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three several 
days be suspended, and that this act take effect and be in force from and 
after its passage, and it is so enacted. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
House of Eepresentatives by two-thirds vote, yeas 99, nays ; and passed 
the Senate by two-thirds vote, yeas 28, nays 0.] 

[Note. — The foregoing act was presented to the Governor of Texas 
for his approval on the 8th day of April, A. D. 1901, but was not signed 
hy him nor returned to the house in which it originated, with his objec- 
tions thereto, within the time prescribed by the Constitution, and there- 
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upon became a law without his signature. — Geo. T. Keeble, Chief Clerk, 
Acting Secretary of State.] . 

Became a law April .19, 1901. 



TITUS COUNTY— TO RESTORE JURISDICTION TO COUNTY 

COURT. 

H. B. No. 421.] Chapter LXXVlll. 

An Act to restore to and confer upon the county court of Titus county the crim- 
inal jurisdiction heretofore belonging to it under the Constitution and General 
Statutes of the State of Texas, to conform the jurisdiction of the district court 
to such change, and to repeal all laws in conflict with this act. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
That the county court of Titus county shall hereafter have exclusive 
original jurisdiction of all misdemeanors, except misdemeanors involving 
official misconduct, and except cases in which the highest penalty of fine 
that may be imposed under the law may not exceed two hundred dollars ; 
and shall also have appellate jurisdiction in criminal cases of which 
justices of the peace, and other inferior tribunals of said county have 
original jurisdiction. 

Sec. 2. Said county court shall have jurisdiction in the forfeiture and 
judgment of all bonds and recognizances taken in all criminal cases, of 
which criminal cases said court has jurisdiction. 

Sec. 3. The county judge of said county shall have authority, either 
in term time or in vacation, to issue all writs necessary to the enforce- 
ment of the jurisdiction of said court, and to issue writs of habeas corpus 
in all cases in which the Constitution has not conferred power on the 
district court or judge thereof. 

Sec. 4. The district court of said Titus county shall no longer have 
jurisdiction of which the county court of Titus county, by the provisions 
of this act, has exclusive original or appellate jurisdiction ; and it shall 
be the duty of the district clerk of said county within thirty days after 
the passage of this act, to make a full and complete transcript of all 
orders on the dockets in cases now pending before the district court, of 
which cases, by the terms of this act, exclusive original or appellate juris- 
diction is given to the county court, and to deliver said transcript together 
with the original papers to the clerk of said county court and said county 
clerk shall enter said case or cases on the docket for trial by said county 
court, and all process issued and made returnable to the district court 
shall have the same force and effect in the county court. 

Sec. 5. The county court of said county shall hereafter hold its regu- 
lar term for criminal business as provided in the Constitution and Gen- 
eral Laws of the State of Texas, for civil and criminal terms of the 
county courts and all process heretofore issued from the district court 
of said county in cases to be transferred under this act to the county court 
shall be returnable to the first term of the said county court thereafter. 

Sec. 6. All laws and parts of laws in conflict with the provisions of 
this act are hereby repealed. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
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House of Representatives, no vote given ; and passed the Senate, no vote 
given.] 

[Note. — The foregoing act was presented to the Governor of Texas 
for his approval on the 6th day of April, A. D. 1901, but was not signed 
by him nor returned to the house in which it originated, with his objec- 
tions thereto, within the time prescribed by the Constitution, and there- 
upon became a law without his signature. — Geo. T. Keeble, Chief Clerk, 
Acting Secretary of State.] 

Takes effect 90 days after adjournment. 



BROWN COUNTY— ROAD SYSTEM. 
S. B. No. 291.] Chapter LXXIX. 

An Act to create a more efficient road system for Brown county, Texas, and mak- 
ing the county commissioners of said county ex-officio road commissioners, and 
prescribing their duties as such, and providing for their compensation as such 
road commissioners, and providing for the working of county convicts upon the 
public roads of said county, and providing fbr commutation of time for good 
behavior and good service, and providing for reward to be offered for the 
recapture of an ' escaped county convict, and providing for the trimming of 
hedges by the owner of land, and providing a penalty for failure to trim 
hedges, and providing the amount of compensation in road time to be allowed 
by overseers to road hands for teams, plows, scrapers and wagons, and provid- 
ing for the condemnation of land for public road purposes and providing for 
the working of delinquent p<Jll taxpayers on the public roads, and relieving 
them from the payment of said work by the payment of the sum of three dol- 
lars, and providing further, making this law cumulative of the General Laws, 
and in case of conflict this act to govern as to Brown county, Texas. 

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 

Section 1. That the members of the commissioners court of BrowB 
county shall be ex-officio road commissioners of their county, and under 
the direction of the commissioners court, shall have charge of all the 
teams, tools and machinery belonging to the county and placed in their 
hands by said court; and it shall be their duty under such rules and 
regulations as the commissioners court may prescribe, to superintend 
the laying out of new roads, the making or changing of roads, and the 
building of bridges. Each of said commissioners shall before entering 
upon the duties of his office, execute a bond of $1000.00 with two or 
more good and sufficient sureties, payable to -the county judge of said 
county, for the use and benefit of the road and bridge fund, conditioned 
that he will perform all the duties required of him by law, or by the 
commissioners court, and that he will account for all money or property 
belonging to the county that may come into his possession; provided, 
that with the consent of the commissioners court any one of said com- 
missioners shall be allowed to appoint any competent person as deputy 
road commissioner, who shall be required to execute the 'same bond that 
is required of the commissioner in this section, and such deputy road 
commissioner shall be entitled to the same compensation that is allowed 
county commissioners for the same service; provided, that county com- 
missioners shall not be allowed any compensation as road commissioners 
when a deputy road commissioner has been appointed. 
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Sec. 2. The commissioners court of said county shall have .full power 
and authority, and it shall be their duty to adopt such system for work- 
ing, laying out, grading and repairing the puolic roads in said county 
as they may deem best, and from time to time said court may change 
its plan or system of working. Said commissioners court shall have 
power to purchase such teams, tools and machinery as may be necessary 
for the working of its roads. Said court shall have power to construct, 
grade or otherwise improve any road or bridge by contract. In such 
Ceise said court or county judge of said county may advertise in such 
manner as said court may determine for bids to do such work, and the 
contract shall be awarded to the lowest responsible bidder j who shall 
enter into bond, payable to the county judge of said county, for the use 
of the road and bridge fund, with good and sufficient sureties, to be 
approved by said court, and in such sum as said court may determine, 
for the faithful compliance with the terms of said contract, but said 
court shall have the right to reject any and all bids; and the said court 
shall have ' authority to employ any hands or teams to work on the road 
under such regulations and for such price as they deem best. 

Sec. 3. The commissioners court of said county shall require all 
county convicts, not otherwise employed, to labor on the public roads, 
under such regulations as it may prescribe, and each convict so worked 
shall receive a credit of fifty cents on his fine first, and then on the cost 
for each day he may labor. The officers and witnesses shall be paid their 
costs as is now provided by the General Laws ; said costs shall be paid by 
the officers and witnesses out of the road and bridge fund on the warrant 
of the county judge, when said fine and costs shall have been worked out 
in full. The commissioners court may grant a reasonable commutation 
of time for which a convict is committed as a i*eward for faithful service 
and good behavior; provided, that such commutation in no case exceeds 
one-tenth of the whole time. The commissioners court may after a 
reward, not to exceed $10.00 for the recapture of an escaped county 
convict which shall be paid out of the general fund, to the person recap- 
turing said convict; except the person from whom said convict escaped. 
Said reward, when offered and paid, shall be taxed against said convict, 
with all other actual costs for recapturing and returning said convict, 
and said convict sliaJl be required to pay said reward and other costs in 
recapturing and returning said convict. The commissioners court may 
provide the necessary houses, prison, clothing, bedding, food, medicine 
and medical attention and guards for the safe and humane keeping of 
convicts. 

Sec. 4. Each county commissioner shall have control of all road over- 
seers in his precinct, and shall deliver to each of them all teams, tools 
and machinery necessary in making the roads in the precinct of said 
overseer, so far as he has been supplied therewith by the commissioners 
oourt, taking receipt of said overseer therefor, specifying each item and 
giving its value, which receipt shall be a full answer of the liability of 
the commissioner, and shall fix the liability of the overseer and any com- 
missioner as overseer who shall have them in custody with any teams, 
tools or machinery belonging to said county shall be liable for any 
damages that may occur to the same while in his possession. It shall 
be the duty of the road overseer when he has finished his work on the 
road, to return to said commissioner all teams, tools and machinery 
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received from him, and to take up the receipt given therefor. The road 
commissioner of each commissioners precinct shall have control of all 
persons liable to work upon public roads, and said road commissioners 
shall have full power and authority to call out all or any part of said 
persons at any time for special work without notice, and the overseer 
shall have the same power. 

Sec. 5. It shall be the duty of a county commissioner when acting as 
road commissioner, to inform himself of the condition of the public road 
in his district, and shall determine what character of work shall be done 
upon said road, and shall direct the manner of grading, draining or 
otherwise improving the, which direction shall be. overseer and obeyed 
by all toad overseers in his district. 

Sec. 6. The commissioner may require each road overseer in his pre- 
pinct to call out the hands in sach numbers as may be sufficient to per- 
form the work, but no road hand shall be required to work exceeding 
five days in any one year, unless the terms of services as prescribed by 
the Gen. Laws, shall be extended beyond that time; and provided, that 
all road hands in any particular district shall, as far as practicable, be 
marked a uniform time. Each road overseer shall have control of all 
hands within his precinct, and shall see that each hand, when called out 
shall perform a good day^s work, and if any hand when so called out 
Bhall shall fail or refuse to perform a good day V work, or to work in the 
manner the overseer may direct, he shall be liable to the same penalty 
as if he had failed to appear in obedience to the summons. The com- 
missioners court may allow to any overseer who shall be engaged in the 
discharge of the duties of his office for more than five days during any 
one year, a commission not to exceed $1.50 per day for the time so 
served ; provided, that such service shall be done under the written order 
of the road commissioner. When it shall become necessary for any road 
overseer to exchange the labor of any hand or hands for plows, scrapers 
wagons or teams, as provided by General Law, said overseer shall allow 
fifty cents per day for a wagon, scraper or plow and one dollar a day for 
a team. 

Sec. 7. Any citizen of Brown county liable for road duty, who shall, 
on or before the first day of January of any year, pay to the coimty 
treasurer the sum of three dollars shall be exempt from road duty for 
such year, beginning on the fifteenth day of February. The treasurer 
shall receive and receipt for all money so paid him and place the same 
to the credit of the road and bridge fund. The treasurer shall on the 
third day of January, or as soon thereafter as practicable, furnish to 
each county commissioner, a list of all persons in their respective pre- 
cincts that have paid said sums as provided in this section. 

Sec. 8. Wlienever is shall be necessary to occupy any land for the 
purpose of opening, widening, straightening or draining any road, or 
part thereof, if the owner of such land and the county commissioners 
court cannot agree upon the damage to be paid, the county may proceed 
to condemn the same under the provisions now provided by the General 
Laws of the State in the same manner that a railroad company can con- 
demn lands for right of waj^, and the same proceeding may be had and 
the same right shall exist to each party as if the proceedings were by a 
railroad company, except that the county shall in no case be required to 
give bond. 

Sec. 9. Each owner of a farm, or other land, upon which a hedge of 
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any description grows, on or near the public road, shall be required to 
keep the same trifnmed that the same shall not obstruct said road. Any 
owner who shall fail or neglect to so trim such hedge, shall be notified 
in writing by the road overseer of tjiat precinct to trim such hedge as 
herein required, and in such case, if such owner, after receiviQg such 
notice, fail or refuse to so trim such hedge within a reasonable. time, he 
shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction shall be 
fined in any sum not to exceed twenty dollars per week from and after 
the time that he received such notice; such fine to be paid into the 
county treasury and to be placed to the credit of the road and bridge fund 
of said county. 

Sec. 10. Each county commissioner, when acting as head commis- 
sioner, and performing the duties imposed upon him by law or by the 
commissioners court, shall be entitled to $2.50 per day for the services 
actually performed; provided, said sum to be paid him shall not exceed 
$100.00 per quarter, which amount shall be paid out of the road and 
bridge fund, when the account shall have been approved by the commis- 
sioners court and the court shall not approve said account unless the 
commissioner presenting it shall sign an oath that the account is just, 
due and unpaid, and specifying the number of days' work actually per- 
formed by him and that it was necessary to be done ; and no commissioner 
shall be entitled to pay as road commissioner while he is performing the 
duties of county commissioner nor shall he receive any additional pay 
than that provided by this section for inspecting or riding over his road 
or for other road services. 

Sec. 1L If any county convict shaU escape from any person or per- 
sons having said county convict in charge for said county, said county 
convict so escaping shall be guilty of an offense and upon conviction shall 
be fined not less than ten or more than twenty-five dollars. 

Sec. 12. This act shall be taken notice of by all courts in the same 
manner as the General Laws of the State, and it shall be construed cumu- 
lative of all General Laws of the State on the subject of roads and bridges 
when not in conflict therewith but in case of conflict, this act shall con- 
trol as to Brown county. 

Sec. 13. Whereas the road law of Brown county as it now exists, is 
80 defective that the roads therein have not been and are not in good 
condition, and cannot be made so under the present law, creates an emer- 
gency and an imperative public necessity requiring the suspension of the 
constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three several days, and 
the same is hereby suspended, and this act shall take effect and be in 
force from and after its passage, and it is so enacted. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
Senate by two-thirds vote, yeas 25. nays ; and passed the House of liep- 
resentatives, no vote given.] 

[Note. — The foregoing act was presented to the Governor of Texas 
for his approval on the 9th day of April, A. D. 1901, but was not signed 
by him nor returned to the house in which it originated, with his objec- 
tions thereto, within the time prescribed by the Constitution, and there- 
upon became a law without his signature. — Geo.' T. Keeble, Chief Clerk, 
Acting Secretary of State.] 

Takes effect 90 days after adjournment. 
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KEKR COUNTr— EOAD SYSTEM. 
S. B. No. 286.] • Chapter LXXX. 

An Act to create a more efficient road system for Kerr county, in the State of 
Texas and making county commissioners of said county ex-officio road commis- 
sioners, and prescribing their duties as such and providing that in case of the 
death refusal or inability to act, by any or all of said county commissioners 
then the commissioners court of said county shall appoint some competent citi- 
zen to fill such vacancy, and providing for the appointment of road overseers 
and their duties, and for the working of county convicts on the public roads 
of said county and providing for the payment of officers fees and rewards and 
penalties for said convicts, and for the working of delinquent poll and insolvent 
taxpayers on the public roads of said county, and providing for the sununon- 
ing of hands for road work, and providing for the appointment of one road 
superintendent for each precinct for said county, or one for each commissioners 
precinct in said county and fixing penalties for the violation of this act. 

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 

Section 1. That the members of the commissioners court of Kerr 
county, shall be ex-officio road commissioners of their fespective pre- 
cincts, and under the direction of the commissioners court of said county, 
shall have charge of all the tools and machinery belonging to the county 
and placed in theii* hands by said county through its said commissioners 
court, and it shall be their duty under such rules and regulations as the 
commissioners court may prescribe to superintend the laying out of new 
roads and the building of bridges and the altering or changing of the 
existing roads. Each, of said commissioners shall, before entering upon 
the duties of his office, in addition to his regular bond as such commis- 
sioner execute a bond of one thousand (1000.00) dollars, with two or 
more good and sufficient sureties thereon, payable to the county judge 
of said county, for the use and benefit of che road and bridge fund of 
said county, conditioned that they shall perform all the duties required 
of them by law or by the commissioners court, and that they will account 
for all money or property belonging to the county that may come into 
their possession. In case of the death, refusal or inability to act of either 
of said commissioners as herein provided, it shall be the duty of the 
commissioners court of said county to appoint some competent citizen of • 
said county, residing in the precinct in which such vacancy may occur," 
and such appointee shall have the same powers .and authority as are 
hereby given to road commissioners and shall receive the same pay as are 
provided for such commissioners and said appointment shall be for the 
unexpired term of such commissioner. 

Sec. 2. The commissioners court of said county shall have full power 
and authority, and it shall be its duty to adopt such system for working 
laying out and draining and repairing the public roads in said county 
as it may deem best, and from time to time said court may change its 
plan or system for working the same. The commissioners court of said 
county shall have power to purchase such tools and machinery as may 
be necessary for the working of its roads, said court shall have the 
power to construct, grade, drain or otherwise improve any road or bridge 
by contract, in such case said court, if they deem it necessary, or 'the 
county judge of said county, may advertise in such manner as the court 
may determine, for bids to do such work, and the contract shall be 
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awarded to the lowest responsible bidder, who shall enter into bond pay- 
able to the county judge of said county for the use of the road and bridge 
fund with good and sufticicnt surety, to be approved by said court and in 
such sum as the court may determine, for the faithful compliance with 
the terms of said contract: but said court shall have the authority to 
employ any hands or teams to work on the road, under such regulations 
and for such price as they may deem best. 

Sec. 3. The commissioners court of said county may require all able- 
bodied county convicts, not otherwise employed, to labor upon the public 
roads of said county, under such regulations as said court may prescribe 
for the working of county convicts within the limits of said county, 
and each convict so worked shall receive a credit of fifty cents on his fine 
and costs for each day he may so labor. Said court may provide such 
reasonable regulations and punishment as may be necessary to require 
such convicts to labor; but no convict shall be worked on Sunday or 
when he is physically unable to perform a day's work. The commis- 
sioners court may grant a reasonable commutation of time for which a 
convict is committed as a reward -for faithful service, and good behavior, 
in no case to exceed one-fifth of the whole time. Said court may pro- 
vide the necessary houses, provisions, clothing, bedding, food, medicine, 
medical attention and guards for the safe and humane keeping of con- 
victs. The commissioners court may, at any regular term, allow to the 
officers and witnesses in a convict case where the convict has worked 
upon the road such portion of their lawful costs as it may determine, 
not to exceed in any case more than one-half of such costs, and no fees 
shall be paid until said fine and costs shall have been worked'out by the 
convict as provided in this act ; provided, that this shall not be construed 
as to relieve any convict from the payment of all costs for which he 
would be liable under the General Laws of this State. 

Sec. 4. Each county commissioner shall have control of all road*over- 
seers in his precinct, and shall deliver to each of them all tools and 
machinery necessary in working the roads in the precinct of said over- 
seer, so far as he has been supplied therewith by the commissioners court, 
taking recepit of said overseer therefor, specifying each item and giving 
its value, which receipt shall be a full answer of the liability of the com- 
missioner and shall fix the liability of the overseer and any commis- 
sioner or overseer who shall have been entrusted with any tools or 
machinery belonging to said county shall be liable for any damage that 
may occur to the same while in his possession caused by his negligence 
or want of due care of same, and shall not use or permit the same to be 
used for private purposes without the consent of the comihissioners 
court; it. shall be the duty of the road overseer, at the expiration of his 
term of ofl&ce, to return to said coriimissioner all tools and machiner}^ 
received from him and take up the receipt therefor given by him. 

Sec. 5. It shall be the duty of the county commissioner, when acting 
as road commissioner, to inform himself of the condition of the public 
roads in his district, and shall determine what character of work shall be 
done upon said roads, and shall direct the manner of grading, draining 
or otherwise improving the same, which direction shall be observed and 
obeyed by all overseers in his said district. 

Sec. 6. The commissioners when acting as road commissioners in 
their respective precincts, may require of each road overseer in his said 
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precinct to call out the hands in such numbers as may be sufficient to 
perform the work, but no road hand shall be required to work exceeding 
three days in any one year or one day and a half with himself and team, 
unless the term of service, as prescribed by the General Laws, shall be 
extended beyond that time; and provided, that all road hands in the 
county shall, as far as practicable, be worked a uniform time. Each 
road overseer, or in case of his absence or inability to act, any person 
deputized by him with the consent and approval of the road commissioner 
of his precinct, shall have full control of all road hands within his pre- 
cinct, and shall see that each hand when called out shall perform a fair 
day^s work, or work in the manner the road overseer may direct; and if 
any hand when so called out shall fail or refuse to perform a good day^s 
work or to work in the manner the overseer may direct, he shall be liable 
to the same penalty as if he had failed to appear in obedience to the 
summons. 

Sec. 7. Any citizen of Kerr county liable for road duty who shall, on 
or before the first day of February of each year, pay to the county treas- 
urer of said county the sum of three dollars shall be exempt from all road 
duty for such year beginning on the iirst day of February. The county 
treasurer shall receive and, receipt for all money so paid him, and shall 
place the same to the credit of the road and bridge fund; the county 
treasurer shall on the tenth day of February or as soon thereafter as 
practicable furnish to each commissioner a list of all persons in their 
respective precincts that have paid said sum as provided in this section, 
and each of said persons shall not be liable under any summons for work 
on the public roads for the ensuing year. 

Sec. 8. The commissioners court of said county shall, as far as prac- 
ticable, expend the money upon the roads and bridges and improvements 
in the public roads and bridges for the benefit of the sections of the 
county in proportion to the amounts paid in from the different sections of 
said county, and all sums of money in the road and bridge fund of the 
county shall, as far as practicable be so expended. 

Sec. 9. Every person liable to work on roads under the General Laws 
of the State, by paying his road overseer, or the road commissioner, at 
any time on or before the day appointed to work on his road, the sum of 
one dollar for each day that he is summoned to work, shall be exempt 
from working for the time for which he has so paid. 

Sec. 10. Each person summoned to work on a road shall take with 
him an ax, hoe, pick, spade, plow, scraper, or such other tool as may be 
desired and directed by the overseer, or if he has no such tools as are 
desired by* the overseer, to take with him, he shall take such other suit- 
able tools as he may have. 

Sec. 11. If any person liable to work on the public roads, after bein^ 
legally summoned, shall intentionally fail or refuse to attend, either in 
person or by able and competent substitute, or fail or refuse to pay to 
such road overseer or the road commissioner the sum of one dollar for 
each day he may be summoned to work on the road, or having attended 
shall fail to perform such fair service, or any other duty required of him 
by law or the person under whom he may work, shall be deemed guilty of 
a misdemeanor and on conviction thereof may be fined in any sum not 
exceeding $] 0.00. 

Sec. 12. The road commissioner of each precinct in said county, shall 
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obtain from the tax collector of said county as soon after the first day of 
February of each year as practicable, and before the first day of May 
thereafter, a full list of all persons indebted to said county for poll taxes 
and taxes on personal property, or either, for the previous year, and from 
whom said taxes cannot be otherwise collected by law, and the persons so 
appearing on said list and who are so delinquent shall be subject to road 
duty for such a time until said indebtedness shall be discharged at the 
rate of fifty cents per day for each day they may so work on the public 
roads, and they shall be summoned as in other cases, to work the roads 
in the precinct in which such person may reside; and the performance 
of the road service provided for in this section shall not exonerate the 
persons performing the same from any other duty to which they may be 
subject, but this shall be taken as cumulative. No person shall be 
required to so work on. the roads who is not physically able to perform a 
day's work on such roads, or whl) is exempt from road duty under the 
General Laws of the State. The persons required to do duty under the 
provisions of this section shall be subject to prosecution as provided in 
Section 11 hereof or other laws of this State, and subject to the same 
liabilities and punishments provided for in other cases for failing to 
appear or do good work, when summoned so to do, as provided for in 
said Section 11 hereof, or other laws of this State, and all such laws 
shall apply to parties required to work under the provisions of this sec- 
tion. And when they are convicted for so failing to work the roads, 
shall satisfy the fine and costs as in other misdemeanor convictions. But 
any person summoned to work under the provisions of this section may 
satisfy such summons and be relieved from such duty by paying to the 
road commissioner or road overseer the full amount of the delinquent 
county taxes due by him with interest and penalty due thereon, as pre- 
scribed by law. Whenever any such person shall discharge his delinquent 
taxes, as herein provided, it shall be the duty of the road overseer or road 
commissioner, to report the same back to the tax collector, who shall 
report to the commissioners court; for making out said delinquent list 
and making said report to the court said tax collector shall be exempt 
from road duty. 

Sec. 13. At the regular term in February each year of the com- 
missioners court of said county, all road overseers of said county shall 
make their reports to said court, upon forms to be 'furnished by the 
commissioners court ; said reports shall state the condition of their roads, 
number of hands, 'and names of each hand subject to road work, and the 
number of days that each hand has worked, the number of hands who 
have made the payment provided for in Section 7 of this act in lieu of 
labor, the amount of all money received and expended by him, and if 
there is a balance on hand it shall be turned over to his successor in office 
to be paid out for work on said roads ; said report shall be sworn to before 
some officer authorized to administer oaths: said reports shall be exam- 
ined by the commissioners court, and if they be found correct, shall be 
approved by said court, and as soon thereafter as practicable the said 
commissioners court shall appoint and commission road overseers for 
the succeeding year, and in case of the death, refusal or inability to act 
on the part of any road overseer so appointed, the county commissioner 
of the precinct shall have authority to fill the vacancy, and report his 
action in writing to the county clerk who shall record the same in the 

U-G. L. 
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minutes of the commissioners court, either in term time or vacation. 
Any overseer intentionally failing to perform his duty as such overseer 
or failing or refusing to make his report as required by law, or failing or 
refusing to serve and perform the duties of overseer when appointed by 
said court, if not legally exempt, or failing to' comply with the law in 
any way concerning his duty as overseer, shall be deemed guilty of a mis- 
demeanor and upon conviction thereof shall be fined in any sum not more 
than $25.00. 

Sec. 14. Whenever it shall be necessary to occupy any land for open- 
ing, widening, straightening or draining any road or part thereof, if the 
owner of such land and the commissioners court cannot agree upon the 
damages to be paid, the county may proceed to condemn the same in the 
same manner that a railroad company, under the laws now existing or 
hereafter passed, may condemn land for right of way, and the same pro- 
ceedings may be had and the same rights shall exist to such party as 
would exist if the proceedings were by a railroad company,' except that 
the county shall in no case be required to give bond ; provided that noth- 
ing contained in this section shall be held to repeal the provisions of the 
general law relating to the opening of public roads by juries of view; 
this section shall be held to be cumulative thereof, and the commissioners 
court of Kerr county may act under such general law or the provisions of 
this section, at their option in such case. 

Sec. 15. Each county commissioner when acting as road commis- 
sioner and performing the duties imposed upon him by law or by the 
commissioners court, shall be entitled to $2.00 per day for the services 
actually and necessarily performed; provided, that he shall not draw 
such pay for more than ten days per quarter nor more than $80.00 per 
annum, which amount shall be paid out of the road and bridge fund, 
when the same shall have been approved by the commissioners court, and 
the court shall not approve said account unless the commissioner present- 
ing it shall sign an oath that the said account is just due and unpaid, 
and itemizing the days when, and on what road he actually performed 
the service as road commissioner, and that the same was necessary to be 
done ; and no commissioner shall be entitled to pay as road commissioner 
while he is performing the duties of county commissioner or while going 
to or returning from the commissioners court of said county, nor shall he 
receive any additional pay than that provided for by this section for 
inspecting the roads in his district or for other road services. 

Sec. 16. The commissioners court of said county may at any regular 
term thereof, abolish the office of road commissioner as provided for in 
Section 1 hereof, and may appoint one road superintendent for such 
county or one superintendent in each commissioners precinct, and said 
court is authorized by an order made at any regular term thereof to 
determine whether there shall be one road superintendent for the county 
or one for each commissioners precinct; and said superintendent or 
superintendents, shall have the same power and authority as is herein 
given to road commissioners and shall be governed by this act as well 
as the General Laws of this State when not in conflict therewith. 

Sec. 17. The term "road'^ as used in this act, includes road bed, 
ditches, drains, bridges, culverts, and every part of such road; the term 
"mark^' and "marking" included the opening and laying out of new 
roads, widening, constructing, draining^ repairing and everything else 
that may be done in and about any road. 
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Sec. 18. This act shall be taken notice of by all courts in the same 
manner as the General Laws of this State, and shall be construed to be 
cumulative of all General Laws of the State, on the subject of roads and 
bridges, when not in conflict therewith, but in case of conflict this act 
shall control as the county of Kerr. 

Sec. 19. The fact that this session of the Legislature is rapidly draw- 
ing to a close and the* condition of the road system of Kerr county is such 
as to require immediate action, creates an emergency and an imperative 
public necessity that the constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on 
three several days be suspended, and that this act take effect and be in 
force from and after its passage, and it is so enacted. 

[XoTE. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
Senate by two-thirds vote, yeas 23, nays ; and passed the House of Eep- 
resentatives by two-thirds vote, yeas 102, nays 0.] 

[Note. — The foregoing act was presented to the , Governor of Texas 
for his approval on the 9th day of April, A. D. 1901, but was not signed 
by him nor returned to the house in which if orignated, with his objec- 
tions thereto, within the time prescribed by the Constitution, and there- 
upon became a law without his signature. — Geo. T. Keeble, Chief Clerk,. 
Acting Secretary, of State.] 

Became a law April 20, 1901. ' 

COLOEADO COUNTY— ROAD SYSTEM. 
S. B. No. 248.] Chapter LXXXI. 

An Act to create a more efficient road system for Colorado county, making the 
county commissioners of said county ex-officio road commissioners; prescribing 
their duties as such, and providing for their compensation as such road com- 
missioners; providing for the working of county convicts on the public roads 
of said county ; to authorize the commissioners court to enact reasonable rules, 
regulations and punishments necessary for the government, control and disci- 
pline of said convicts, and for effectually securing and utilizing their labor; 
providing for the payment of costs due officers in misdemeanor convict cases; 
providing for commutation of time of convicts as a reward for faithful service 
and good behavior; providing for a reward not to exceed ten dollars, to be 
offered for the arrest and conviction of escaped county convicts, and taxing 
such reward and all actual costs necessarily incurred in the recapture and 
conviction of such convict against such convict; making it a penal offense for a 
county convict to escape from any person having him in charge for the county, 
and providing for a penalty for such escape; providing for the trimming of 
hedges by the owners of land adjoining public roads, and providing a penalty 
for failure to trim such hedges ; providing the amount of compensation in road 
time to be allowed by overseers to road hands for teams, plows, scrapers and 
wagons; providing for the condemnation of land for public road purposes; 
providing for the working of delinquent poll taxpayers on the public roads; 
providing for the appointment of road overseers and defining their powers 
and duties, and providing for penalties for persons failing to work the 
roads when warned, and for persons failing to do good work, or to work in the 
manner prescribed by the commissioner or road overseer; providing for the 
summoning of persons with teams, plows, scrapers and wagons to work in con- 
nection with the county's regularly organized road gang, or to repair roads in 
the precincts; providing for working convicts either upon the roads or the 
county farm, or partly upon both, in the discretion of the commissioners court ; 
and providing for making such laws cumulative to the General Laws of the 
State, and in case of a conflict the special law is to apply to Colorado county 
Texas. 

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
Section 1. That each member of the commissioners court of Colo- 
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rado county shall be ex-oflBcio road commissioner of his respective dis- 
trict, and un.kT direction of the commissioners court, shall have charge 
of all teams, tools, implements and machinen* belonging to said county 
and placed in bis hands by said court, and it shall be his duty, under 
«uch rulcb and regulations as the commissioners court may prescribe, to 
superintend the laying out of new roads, the making or changing of 
roads, and the building or repairing of bridges. Each of said commis- 
sioners shall, before entering upon the duties of his office, in addition to 
the bond now provided by law, execute a bond in the sum of one thousand 
dollars, with two or more good and sufficient sureties, payable to the 
county judge of said county, for the use and benefit of the road and 
bridge fund, conditioned that he will perform all the duties required of 
him by law or by the commissioners court, and that he will account for 
all money or property belonging to the county as may come into his pos- 
session; which bond shall be approved by the county judge. 

Sec. 2. The commissioners court of said county shall have full power 
and authority, and it shall- be its duty, to adopt such system for laying 
out, building, grading, graveling or repairing the public roads in said 
county, and for building or repairing the bridges therein, as it may deem 
best, and to purchase such material, teams, tools, implements and machin- 
ery as tiiay be necessary for such work, and to hire men, teams .and imple- 
ments when necessar}', under such regulations, and for such price as it 
may deem best, and from time to time the said court may change its plan 
or system or working. 

Sec. 3. The commissioners court of said county may require all 
county convicts not otherwise employed, to labor upon the public roads, 
and such convicts thus employed, shall receive a credit of twenty-five 
cents per day, first upon the fine, and then upon the cost, for each day he 
may so labor. The commissioners court may, at any regular term, allow 
to the officers and witnesses in a convict case such portion of their law- 
ful cost as it may determine, not to exceed in any case, seventy-five per 
cent, of the legal fees due the officers, and twenty-five per cent, of legal 
witness fees; which allowance shall be paid out of the road and bridge 
fund of the county upon the warrant of the county judge, when the fine 
and costs adjudged against the convicts shall have been satisfied in full 
by labor; provided, that this shall not be ponstrued so as to relieve any 
convict from the payment of all costs for which he may be liable under 
the General Laws of the State. Nothing in this act shall be construed 
so as to deprive the commissioners court of the right to have convicts 
labor a part or all their time upon the county farm, but authority is 
herein expressly given said court to require convicts to labor, in payment 
of fines and costs, either upon the county farm or upon the public roads, 
or partly upon both as to said court may seem best and the provisions of 
this act shall apply as far as practicable in all cases where convicts labor 
upon the county farm as well as upon the public roads. 

Sec. 4. The commissioners court of said county may provide and 
enact such reasonable rules, regulations and punishments as may be 
deemed necessary for the government, control and discipline of said con- 
victs and for eilectually securing and utilizing their labor; and may pro- 
vide such houses, tents, prisons, clothing, bedding, food, medicine and 
medical attention and superintendence and guards as may be deemed 
necessairy for the humane and safe keeping of the convicts. The com- 
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missioners court may grant a reasonable commutation of time for which 
a convict is committed as a reward for faithful service and good behavior, 
in no case to exceed one-tenth of the whole time. The commissioners 
court may offer a reward not to exceed ten dollars for the recapture and 
conviction of an escaped county convict, which shall be paid out of the 
general fund of the county, to any person securing such recapture and 
conviction, other than the person from whom such convict escaped ; said 
re^ward when paid to be taxed against the convict and to be paid by him as 
other costs incurred and adjudged against him upon his trial. 

Sec. 5. If any county convict shall escape from any person or persons 
having said convict in charge for said county, said county convict so 
escaping shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction 
shall be fined in any sum not less than five nor more tlmn twenty-five 
dollars, a^d may also be punished by confinement in the county jail not 
exceeding thirty days during which time he may be put at hard labor. 

Sec. 6. \i shall be the duty of each county commissioner when acting 
as road commissio^ier to inform himself of the condition of the public 
roads in his district and subject to the rules, regulations and orders of 
the commissioners court he shall determine the character of the work 
to be done upon the same and shall direct the manner of grading, gravel- 
ing, draining or otherwise improving the same which directions shall be 
observed and obeyed by all road overseers in his district. 

Sec. 7. The road commissioner shall have control of all road over- 
seers in his district and such overseers shall call out the hands and teams 
in their respective precincts in such numbers and at such times and places 
as may be required by the road commissioner to work in connection with 
the county^s regular organized road gang or in building or repairing 
roads and bridges; but no road hand shall be required to work exceeding 
five days in any one year or two days with himself and team and unless 
the term of service as prescribed by the General Jjaws shall be extended 
beyond that time; and provided that all road hands in any particular 
district shall as far as practicable be worked a uniform time. Under 
the direction of the commissioner each road overseer shall have full con- 
trol of all road hands within his road precinct and shall see that each 
hand when called out, shall perform a good day^s work, and if any hand, 
when so called out, shall fail or refuse to do a good day's work or to 
work in the manner the commissioner or road overseer may direct, he 
shall be liable to tlie same penalty as if he had failed to appear in obedi- 
ence to the summons. 

Sec. 8. Every person liable to work on the public roads shall take 
with him an ax, hoe, pick, spade, shovel, plow, scraper, or such other tools 
as may be desired or directed by the overseer, or if he has no such tools 
as are desired or directed by the overseer to take with him, he shall take 
such other suitable tools as he may have. Such overseer shall also sum- 
mons and require such road hand to bring with him for road work, such 
team or teams as he may have on hand, suitable for road work; provided, 
such hands shall be allowed 2i days time for each day put in by a hand 
and his team and 1\ day's time for his team without such hand. 

Sec. 9. If any person liable to work on the public roads, after being 
legally summoned as provided by the (xeneral Laws of the State, shall 
fail or refuse to attend in person or by an able or competent substitute or 
fail or refuse to furnish his team or tools at the time and place desig- 
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Dated by the person sununoiiing hiiu, or to pay to the overseer the sum of 
one dollar for each day summoned to work, he shall be deemed guilty of 
a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof shall be fined in any sum not 
less than one nor more than ten dollars, and each day of such failure 
shall constitute a separate offense. 

Sec. 10. At the regular term of the commissioners court in Febru- 
ary of each year, all road overseers shall make their reports under oath 
upon forms to be furnished them by said court which said report shall i)e 
examined by said court and as soon thereafter as practicable, said com- 
missioners court shall appoint and commission road overseers for the 
succeeding year and in the event of the removal, death, refusal, failure 
or inability to act on the part of any road overseer so appointed, the com- 
missioner of the precinct shall have authority to fill the vacancy and 
report his action in writing to the county clerk who shall record the 
same in the minutes of the commissioners court, either in term time or 
vacation. 

Sec. 11. If any road overseer shall fail or refuse to perform his duties 
as such, as required by law, or the commissioners court, or by the road 
commissioner of the district, he shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor 
and upon conviction shall be fined in any sum, not less than five nor 
more than twenty-five dollars. 

Sec. 12. Every poll taxpayer of Colorado county who shall fail to pay 
his poll tax, as required by law, shall be compelled to pay such tax by 
working upon the public roads of said county for three full days. In 
order to enforce the provisions of this section, the tax collector of Colo- 
rado county shall furnish the commissioners court of the county at tke 
regular term in the- month of May of each year, the names of all delin- 
quent poll taxpayers. of the count}', giving the place of residence of such 
delinquent poll taxpayers ; and each road commissioner shall require the 
road overseers of his district to warn and call out such delinquent poll 
taxpayers to work upon the public roads at such times and places as he 
ma}' designate and it shall be the duty of each road commissioner, when- 
ever any delinquent poll taxpayer shall have discharged and paid the 
same as herein provided, to report the same to the collector, who shall 
credit the party upon the tax rolls with the amount of his poll tax so 
paid. The road commissioner shall also report the same to the commis- 
sioners court. The persons required to do road duty under the provisibns 
of this section shall be subject to prosecution for failure to so work, and 
subject to the same liabilities and punishments provided by this act for 
failure to appear and do good work when summoned so to do, and when 
they are convicted for so failing to work the roads they shall satisfy the 
fine and costs as in other convictions of misdemeanors; but any person 
summoned to work on the road under the provisions of this section, 
may satisfy said summons and be relieved from said duty by paying to 
the road commissioner of his district the sum of three dollars, all of 
which shall go to the road and bridge fund of the county. This section 
shall apply as well to the delinquent poll taxpayers in the incorporated • 
cities and towns of Colorado county as to those outside of said cities and 
towns. 

Sec. 13. Whenever it shall be necessary to occupy any land for the 
purpose of opening, widening, straightening, grading, making embank- 
ments, filling or draining any road or part thereof, if the owner of such 
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land and the county commissioners court can not agree upon the damage 
to be paid, the county may proceed to condemn the same in the same 
manner that a railroad company can condemn land for right of way, and 
the same proceedings may be had and the same rights shall exist to each 
party as would exist if the proceedings were by a railroad company, 
except that the county shall in no case be required to give bond. 

Sec. 14. Each owner of a farm or other lands upon which a hedge of 
any description grows, on or near the public road, shall be required to 
keep the same so trimmed as not to obstruct said road ; any such owner 
who shall fail or neglect to so trim such hedge shall be notified in writ- 
ing by the road overseer of that precinct or the road commissioner to 
trim such hedge as is herein required, and if such owner shall fail to so 
trim such hedge within ten days after receiving such notice he shall be 
deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction shall be fined in 
any sum not less than five nor more than twenty-five dollars; and each 
week of such failure to trim such hedge, shall constitute a separate 
offense ; such fine or fines when collected to go to the road and bridge 
fund of the county. 

Sec. 15. Each county commissioner, when acting as road commis- 
sioner and performing the duties imposed upon him by law or by the 
commissioners court, shall be entitled to two dollars and fifty cents per 
day for services actually performed; provided, that he shall not receive 
more than $75.00 for any one quarter, which amount: shall be paid out 
of the road and bridge fund of the county when the account shall have 
been approved by the commissioners court and the court shall not approve 
said account unless the commissioner presenting it shall sign an oath 
that the account is just, due and unpaid, and specify the number of days 
work actually performed by him and that it was necessary to be done, 
and no commissioner shall be entitled to pay as road commissioner while 
he is performing the duties of a county commissioner. 

Sec. 16. This act shall be taken notice of by all the courts in the 
same manner as the General Laws of the State and it shall be construed 
to be cumulative of all General Laws of the State on the subject of rpads 
and bridges when not in conflict therewith, but in case of conflict this 
act shall control in Colorado county. 

Sec. 17. The fact that there is now no sufficient general road law in 
force in this State, creates an emergency and an imperative public neces- 
sity that the constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three seyeral 
days be suspended ; and this act take effect and be in force from and after 
its passage, and it is so enacted. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
Senate by two-thirds vote, yeas 21, nays ; and passed the House of Eep- 
resentatives by two-thirds vote, yeas 102, nays 0.] 

[Note. — The foregoing act was presented to the Governor of Texas 
for his approval on the 9th day of April, A. D. 1901, but was not signed 
by him not returned to the house in which it originated, with his objec- 
tions thereto, within the time prescribed by the Constitution, and there- 
upon became a law without his signature. — Geo. T. Keeble, Chief Clerk, 
Acting Secretary of State.] 

Became a law April 20, 1901. 
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MTULLOCH COUNTY— KESTOEE JURISDICTION TO 
COUNTY COUKT OF. 

S. B. No. 208.] Chapter LXXXII. 

An Act to restore civil and criminal jurisdiction to the county court of McCul- 
loch county, to repeal all laws and parts of laws in conflict with the provisions 
of this act, and declaring an emergency. 

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 

Section 1. That the civil and criminal jurisdiction heretofore 
belonging to the county, court of McCuUoch county under the Consti- 
tution and General Laws of the State, be and the same is hereby restored 
to the county court of said county and the jurisdiction of the district 
court of said county shall conform to this change. 

Sec. 2. The near approach of the close of the present session of the 
TiCgislature and the crowded condition of the calendar, creates an emer- 
gency and an imperative public necessity that the constitutional rule 
requiring bills to be read on three several days in each house be sus- 
pended, and said rule is hereby so suspended, and this act shall be in 
force and take effect from and after its passage; all laws and parts of 
laws in conflict with the provisions of this act are hereby repealed, and 
it is so enacted. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
Senate by two-thirds vote, yeas 24, nays ; and passed the House of Kep- 
resentatives, no vote given.] 

[!N'oTE. — ^The foregoing act was presented to the Governor of Texas 
for his approval on the 2d day of April, A. D. 1901, but was not signed 
by him uor returned to the house in which it orignated, with his objec- 
tions thereto, within the tima prescribed by the Constitution, and there- 
upon became a law without his signature. — Geo. T. Keeble, Chief Clerk, 
Acting Secretary of State.] 

Takes effect 90 days after adjournment. 



ANGEL^A COUNTY— EESTOEING JURISDICTIOIST TO 
COUNTY COUET. 

S. B. No. 249.] Chapter LXXXIII. 

An Act to restore and confer upon the county court of Angelina county the civil 
and criminal jurisdiction heretofore belonging to said court under the Consti- 
tution and General Statutes of the State of Texas ; to define the jurisdiction of 
said court; to conform the jurisdiction of the district court of said county to 
such change ; to fix the time of holding court ; and to repeal all laws and parts 
of laws in conflict with this act. 

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 

Section 1. That the county court of Angelina county shall hereafter 
have exclusive original jurisdiction in civil cases wherein the matter in 
controversy shall exceed in value two hundred dollars and shall not 
exceed five hundred dollars, exclusive of interest, and shall have concur- 
rent jurisdiction with the district court of said count)^ when the amount 
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in controversy shall exceed five hundred dollars and not exceed one thou- 
sand dollars, exclusive of interest. 

Sec. 2. Said county court shall have appellate jurisdiction in civil 
cases over which justice's courts have original jurisdiction, when the 
judgment of the couri: appealed from or the amount in controversy shall 
exceed twenty dollars, exclusive of interest, and said county court shall 
have power to hear and determine cases brought up from justice's court 
by certiorari under the provisions of the title of the Revised Statutes- 
relating thereto. 

Sec. 3. The county judge of eaid county shall have authority either 
in term time or in vacation, to grant wiits of injunction, sequestration, 
mandamus, garnishment, attachment, certiorari, supersedeas, and all 
other writs necessary to the enforcement of the jurisdiction of said court, 
and shall also have power to issue writs of habeas corpus in all cases in 
which the Constitution has not exclusively conferred the power on the 
district court, or judge thereof. 

Sec. 4. . That said court shall have and exercise the general jurisdic- 
tion of a probate court ; shall probate wills, appoint guardians of minors, 
idiots, lunatics, persons non compos mentis and common drunkards; 
grant letters testamentary and of administi^tion ; settle accounts of exec- 
utors, administrators and guardians ; transact all business pertaining to 
the estates of deceased persons, minors, idiots, lunatics, persons non com- 
pos mentis and common drunkards, including the partition, settlement 
and distribution of estates of deceased persons ; and to apprentice minors 
as provided by General Law, and to issue all writs necessary for the 
enforcement of its jurisdiction, orders and decrees. 

Sec. 5. Said county court shall have jurisdiction in the forfeiture 
and judgment of all bonds and recognizances taken in criminal cases of 
which said court has original or appellate jurisdiction. 

Sec. 6. Said county court shall have exclusive original jurisdiction 
of all misdemeanors, except misdemeanors involving official misconduct, 
and except misdemeanors in which the highest penalty that may be 
imposed by law is a fine that does not exceed two hundred dollars; and 
said court shall have concurrent jurisdiction with that of justices of the 
peace in criminal cases, and appellate jurisdiction with trial de novo in 
criminal cases in which justices of peace and other inferior tribunals of 
said county have original jurisdiction. 

Sec. 7. The district court of said county shall no longer have juris- 
diction of misdemeanors, except misdemeanors involving official miscon- 
duct, and shall no longer have jurisdiction of cases of which the county 
court of said county by provisions of this act has original or appellate 
jurisdiction. 

Sec. 8. It shall be the duty of the district clerk of said county, within 
thirt}' days after this act shall take effect, to make full and complete 
transcripts of orders on the criminal and civil dockets then pending 
before the district court of said county, of which cases by the provis- 
ions of this act original and appellate jurisdiction is given to the said 
county court, and to deliver said transcript, together with the original 
papers and a certified bill of costs in each case, to the county clerk of 
said county and the said county clerk shall file the same and enter said 
cases as appearance cases on the respective dockets for trial by said court. 

Sec. 9. The said county court shall also have the power to hear and 
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determine all motions against sheriffs and other officers of the court for 
failure to pay over monies collected under the process of said court, or 
other defalcations of duty in connection . with such process, and shall 
have power to punish by fine not exceeding one hundred dollars, and by 
imprisonment in the county jail not exceeding three days, any person 
guilty of contempt of said court, and all other powers and jurisdiction 
conferred on county courts by the Constitution and General Laws of this 
.State. 

Sec. 10. The terms of said court shall commence on the second Mon- 
day in January and on the second Monday in April and on the second 
Monday in July and on the second Monday in October of each year, and 
may continue in session for three weeks each term; provided, that the 
county commissioners court of said county may hereafter change the 
terms of said court whenever it may be deemed necessary. 

Sec. 11. All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act be and 
the same are hereby repealed. 

Sec. 12. The importance of restoring without delay the jurisdiction 
of the county court of said county, creates an emergency and an impera- 
tive public necessity that the law requiring bills to be read on three sev- 
eral days be suspended, and said rule is hereby suspended, and that this 
act take effect and be in force from and after its passage, and it is hereby 
so enacted. 

[Note. — ^The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
Senate by two-thirds vote, yeas 23, nays ; and passed the House of Rep- 
resentatives by two-thirds vote, yeas 99, nays 0.] 

[Note. — The foregoing act was presented to the Governor of Texas 
for his approval on the 9th day of April, A. D. 1901, but was not signed 
by him nor returned to the house in which it originated, with his objec- 
tions thereto, within the time prescribed by the Constitution, and there- 
upon became a law without his signature. — Geo. T. Keeble, Chief Clerk, 
Acting Secretary of State.] 

Became a law April 20, 1901. 



HAERIS COUNTY— EOAD SYSTEM. 
S. B. No. 280.] Chapter LXXXIV. 

An Act to create a more efficient road system for Harris county in the State of 
Texas, and authorizing th6 improvement by the commissioners court of the 
abutments and approaches to public buildings and the paving of streets con- 
necting the county paved roads with the nearest paved street, validating a bond 
election authorizing the issuance of six hundred thousand ($600,000) dollars 
in bonds for road and bridge purposes; emergency clause. 

Be it enacted hy the Legislature of the State of Texas : 

That, whereas, heretofore, towit: on the 19th day of May, 1900, by 
virtue of authority of the law enacted by the Twenty- third (23) Legis- 
lature, Chapter 72, General Laws of 1893, passed in regular session and 
by virtue of Chapter 149 of the Laws of 1899 passed at the regular ses- 
sion of the 26th Legislature the commissioners court of Harris county 
entered of record on the minutes of the commissioners court a resolution 
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setting forth that public roads bridges of a lasting and permanent char- 
acter should be constructed or built in said county, and that the county 
should issue its bonds in the sum of six hundred thousand dollars for 
said purpose, and 

Whereas, said resolution was submitted to the vote of the property 
owners of said county at a regular election held thereon, on to wit: the 
6th day of November 1900, which election was ordered by the commis- 
sioners court for that purpose, and of which election proclamation was 
made and due notice given according to the law, and 

Whereas, due return of said election was made by the managers of 
said election and returning oflBcers thereof to the county commissioners 
court, which returns were opened and canvassed by the commissioners 
court of Harris county aild the result of said election found and declared 
to be "for the issuance of bonds 3880 votes,'' and "against the issuance 
of bonds 1450,'' upon which finding said commissioners court entered an 
order declaring said proposition carried ; and 

Whereas, the proposition to issue said bonds contained the proviso 
that said bonds should bear interest at three (3) per cent, per annum 
with interest payable semi-annually while the act under which this issue 
of bonds was attempted to be made provides for the payment of the 
interest annually; and 

Whereas, the proposition to issue the bonds 'provided that the form 
of the ballot should be "for the issuance of bonds" and "against the issu- 
ance of bonds" and ballots so worded were used in and at said election 
while the law under which these bonds were attempted to be issued pro- 
vided that said ballots should contain the words for the resolution to 
issue bonds to build permanent roads and bridges" and "against the res- 
olution to issue bonds to budld permanent roads and bridges." Which 
irregularities are trivial and technical and do not alfect the bona fide of 
the transaction; and. 

Whereas, the proposition to issue bonds in the sum of six hundred 
thousand (600,000.00) dollars for road and bridge purposes was sub- 
mitted at a general election to the property taxpaying voters of Harris 
county and carried by a majority of 2430 votes in favor of the issuance 
of said bonds and said vote was returned as by law required, and the 
commissioners court opened and tabulated said returns and declared the 
result, and the county judge thereafter issued his proclamation declaring 
the result of said election and posted the same for at least thirty days; 
and 

Whereas, a special road tax as authorized by Chapter No. 7, Title 97, 
of the Eevised Statutes of 1895, has heretofore been authorized by popu- 
lar vote; and. 

Whereas, in the presentation to the taxpaying voters of the proposition 
to issue bonds it was fully and clearly explained that the fund collected 
for account of said special road tax would be utilized in the payment 
of the principal ancj interest of the bonds and said bonds were voted 
under the full belief that said special tax would be so used. 

It is enacted as follows: 

Section 1. Said resolution, acts and orders of •the commissioners 
court, entered, done and passed in connection with or concerning the issu- 
ance of six hundred thousand dollars road and bridge bonds, and the elec- 
tion held under said resolutions and orders, and the return of said elec- 
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tion, and the tabulation thereof, and the declaration of the result of same 
are here now in all things validated and made of as binding force and 
effect as if the technical irregularities and want Off strict compliance with 
the legislative enactment had not occurred, and the commissioners court 
of Harris county State of Texas, is authorized to prepare and execute 
the bonds of the county in the sum of six hundred thousand ($600,- 
000.00) dollars to bear three (3) per cent, interest per annum, payable 
annually; which bonds shall be redeemable not less than ten years nor 
more than forty (40) years from the date thereof. Said bonds shall be 
six hundred (600) in number and shall be numbered from one to six 
hundred inclusive and shall be of the denomination of one thousand 
($1,000.00) dollars each and shall have attached thereto interest coupons 
and shall be known and styled, "Harris county Boad and Bridge Bonds.^^ 

Sec. 2. At the time of the issuance of the bonds authorized by this 
act, the commissioners court of Harris county shall provide for the pay- 
ment of the interest on said bonds and for a sinking fund sufficient to 
pay off said bonds at their maturity by appropriating from the tax here- 
tofore levied under and by authority of Chapter 7, Title 97 of the Revised 
Civil Statutes of 1895 for special road and bridge purposes, such amount 
of said ttix as will be sufficient for said purposes. 

Sec. 3. Said bonds shall be signed by the county judge countersigned 
by the county clerk and registered by the county treasurer before deliv- 
ery, and the county treasurer shall keep an account of the amount of 
principal and interest paid on each bond and no bond shall be sold for 
less than par, and before said bonds shall be offered for sale they shtill be 
approved by the Attorney General and registered by the Comptroller of 
the State. 

Sec. 4. The . commissioners court of Harris county shall have the 
option of disposing of the entire six hundred bonds herein authorized, or 
of selling any part of said issue, and in the event that they elect to dis- 
pose of only a part of such issue they shall have the power to invest in 
said bonds the permanent school fund of Harris county, and the excess 
which may now exist, or which may hereafter accumulate in the sinking 
fund of any of the outstanding bonds of said Harris county, (including 
the sinking fund which will accrue for the payment of the bonds herein 
authorized) ; provided however, that the interest coupons shall never be 
detached from the bonds so sold to or deposited in any sinking fund 
while remaining in said fund; and provided further that when said 
bonds have been so sold to or deposited in any of the sinking funds of 
said Harris county and where cash is needed for said sinking fund so 
invested, said bonds shall be then sold for the benefit of said sinking 
fund so invested. 

Sec. 5. The commissioners court of Harris county may utilize the 
fund arising from the sale of the bonds herein authorized for the purpose 
of building and constructing roads' and bridges of a permanent and last- 
ing character, and the construction of necessary drain ditches and canals 
the site of proposed roads, and to drain established roads after their 
construction, and the cleaning out, straightening and deepening of the 
bayous, waterways and natural drains in the county, and this work or 
any part of it may be done by contract or by the commissioners court 
and under their supervision. 

Sec. 6. When the work is done by contract, bids shall be invited by 
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publishing advertisements in a newspaper or newspapers and the con- 
tract shall be awarded to the lowest and best bidder, provided, how- 
ever, the commissioners court shall have the right to reject any and all 
bids. 

Sec. 7. The commissioners court in all cases where they may deter- 
mine to build, erect or construct any road, bridge, ditch, canal or drain 
by other methods than by contract after advertisement, shall have the 
power to do so, and the power to purchase or cause to be purchased suit- 
able appliances, paraphernalia, tools, implements and machinery, and all 
material necessary in the construction and to have said work done under 
the supervision of the commissioners court and they shall have the right 
to appoint such superintendent, inspectors and supervisors of said work 
as in their judgment may be necessary. 

Sec. 8. All roads and bridges built under the provisions of this act 
shall be laid out and constructed under the supervision of the county 
commissioners court and the county surveyor or some other competent 
person to be employed by the county for that purpose. 

Sec. 9. The commissioners court shall have the power to expend 
whatever may be necessary of the funds arising from the sale of the 
bonds herein authorized for the following purposes in addition to those 
hereinbefore enumerated, towit: They may in their discretion pave the 
street approach to Harris county court house and jail and may pave the 
street on either side of the court house square in Houston upon which 
the court house abuts, and in their discretion and with the consent of the 
city council of the city of Houston, they may pave the "street or streets 
intei'vening between the paved county roads and the nearest paved street 
in the city of Houston. 

Sec. 10. When it shall be made to appear to the commissioners court * 
that the same is necessary for the better drainage of any public road or 
roads within Harris county, that the ditches along the right-of-way of 
any railroad company in Harris cpunty should be opened and cleaned 
out and the bar pits along said right-of-way emptied and drained, the 
commissioners court may, by an order entered upon the minutes at a 
regular or special term of the commissioners court require any railway 
company whose ditches are so ^ultily constructed, or so out of repair as 
to impede the easy and rapid flow of water accumulating on, along and 
near their right-of-way to the nearest bayou, gully outlet or water course, 
and it shall be the duty of said railway, in reference to which said order 
is made and entered, within sixty days after the receipt of a certified 
copy of said order left at the general office of the company, or served 
upon any one of its agents at Houston, to commence the work so ordered 
to be done and to continue such work with reasonable dispatch until its 
completion to the satisfaction of the commissioners court, and in the 
event that said railroad company, its officers and agents fail to comply 
with the terma of said order, and fail to commence said work within 
sixty days, and finish the same within a reasonable time, the commis- 
sioners court sharll have said work performed, keeping an accurate 
account of the money expended upon said work, and said money so 
expended may be Recovered from the railroad company along whose 
right-of-way said work was done, at the suit of the county for the benefit 
of its road and bridge fund, in any court of competent jurisdiction in 
Harris county. 
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Sec. 11. Whenever it shall be necessary to occupy any land for the 
purpose of opening, widening, straightening, grading, making embank- 
ments, filling or draining any road or part thereof, if the owner of such 
land and the commissioners court cannot agree upon the damages to be 
paid, the county may proceed to condemn the same in the same manner 
that a railroad company under the law now existing or hereafter passed, 
may condemn land for right-of-way, and the same proceedings may be 
had and the same rights shall exist to such party as would exist if the 
proceedings were by a railroad company, except that the county shall in 
no case be required to give bond; provided, that nothing contained in 
this section shall be held to repeal the provisions of the General Law 
relating to the opening of public roads by jury of view; this sectioii 
shall be held to be cumulative thereof, and the commissioners court of 
Harris county may act under General Law or the provisions of this 
section at their option in each case. 

Sec. 12. Whenever the commissioners court of said county may deem 
it best to build or construct, or cause to be constructed or built, lasting 
or permanent roads in the county, or grade, pave, gravel, or otherwise 
improve such road, by contract or otherwise, and they find it necessary 
to widen the road or to make as straight a road as is- practicable, said 
court shall have power and may employ a competent surveyor, who shall 
be an engineer, to make a proper survey of such road or so much thereof 
as said court may deem necessary to be built, constructed or otherwise 
improved, together with the frontage of said tract of land abutting on 
said road. 

Sec. 13. The surveyor shall, as soon as practicable after his employ- 
ment proceed to make an accurate survey and system of levels of the nec- 
essary grade line of said road and shall cause substantial stakes to be 
placed along said line at intervals of 100 feet, together with such inter- 
mediate stakes as may be necessary, numbered progressively, and shall 
establish permanent marks along sa^d lines at intervals of one mile or 
less, as may be necessary, and establish by stake or monument of a <Jif- 
ferent character and appearance from all other stakes and monuments, 
the highest point upon said road between natural water courses crossed 
by the road; said surveyor shall also m^sure and establish by suitable 
marks the frontage of each tract of land abutting on said road, and 
ascertain and give the names of each owner thereof and if there be a 
natural water way adjacent to the4ine of said road and the same is nec- 
essary to be utilized as an outlet to lead the water at any point from said 
road and its ditches, the surveyor shall measure the distance to the same, 
and run the line of levels thereto from the nearest point on said road 
and ditch. He shall prepare a map showing the location of said road, 
together with the position of stakes or monuments with numbers corres- 
ponding with those on the ground and the position of the marks with 
the elevations referred to. 

Said map shall also show the lines and distance of frontage of adjacent 
land and name of the owner and the course and distances to any adjacent 
water course, together with a profile of the line of the road which shall 
show the assumed datum, the natural grade line pf the road and the 
proposed grade line of the road, not to rise or fall in lineal course more 
than fifteen inches to the sixteen and one-half feet; and the said map, 
or the explanation of the same shall, in tabular form, give the height 



J901.] GENERAL LAWS OF TEXAS. 223 

of grade, widtli at bottom and width at top and at each one hundred feet 
stake or monument upon the following basis or datum : For first-class 
roads entire width to be sixty feet, grade twenty feet wide at bottom; 
second-class roads to be fifty feet wide, grade sixteen feet at the bottom ; 
third-class roads thirty feet wide, grade fifteen feet wide at the bottom. 
Said map or explanation to the same shall show the total number of 
yards to be excavated and number of yards to fill, and an estimate of 
the cost of each portion of the road lying between each five hundred feet 
stake or monument, together with an estimate of total cost of the whole 
vrork for said road and proper drainage ; and the surveyor shall as soon 
as the survey is completed, prepare and file together with his report and 
map as herein provided for specifications in detail for the execution of 
the same together with the statement of the location of all necessary 
culverts for drainage and the dimensions and character of material 
required therefor. The survey, report map, explanation, specifications 
and estimates herein provided for shall be filed by the surveyor with the 
clerk of the commissioners court, as soon after his employment as may 
be practicable, having in view an accurate and complete report upon the 
physical conditions of said road or section thereof. 

Sec. 14. At a regular called or special session of the commissioners 
court after the filing of the surveyor's report, map, explanation, specifi- 
cations and estimates of the surveyor provided for in this act, if it shall 
appear to the court that it be necessary to occupy any lands adjacent to 
any public road now existing or hereafter adopted or surveyed, for the 
purpose. of opening, widening, straightening, extending, grading and 
draining, or either, any such road or any part thereof, if the owner of 
such land and the county cannot agree upon the damages, if any, to be 
paid, the county may proceed to condemn the same as herein provided for 
in Section 11 of this act, or fhe court may appoint five freeholders of the 
county, not interested directly in the construction of the proposed work 
as a land owner adjacent to or abutting on said road, and not of kin to 
any of the parties so directly interested therein, who shall constitute a 
jury of view, who shall meet at a time and place to be specified by said 
court in the order appointing them, and the clerk of the court shall there- 
upon issue to each of said jury of view a copy of the order of the court 
and a precept to the sheriff to serve the same upon the jurors within ten 
days after such order was made, and the sheriff receiving such copies 
shall serve the same upon the jurors by delivering to each of them in 
person a copy of the order provided for, or by leaving such copy at the 
usual place of abode of such juror within ten days after the sheriff 
receives the copies, .and he shall make his return to the clerk on the pre- 
cept, stating the date and manner of service, or if service has not been 
made stating the cause of his failure to make the same; and any juror 
summoned as such who shall fail or refuse to perform the service required 
of him by law as such juror shall forfeit and pay for every such failure 
the sum of ten dollars, to be recovered by judgment upon suit of the 
county attorney in the name of the county in any court of competent 
jurisdiction of the county in which such defaulter may reside. The 
jury of view shall proceed with the county surveyor, who shall take with 
him the original report, map, explanation, specifications and estimate 
of the surveyor, for the use of the jury at the time and place specified in 
the order of the court appointing them, after notice has been given to 
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each abutting land owner as hereinafter provided, and after having 
taken the following oath before any officer authorized to administer the 
same, towit : "I do solemnly swear that I am not directly interested iu 
the construction of the proposed road, nor in any lands abutting on the 
same, and that I will assess the damages to the land owners, if any there 
be, according to law without bias or prejudice, malice or hatred, to the 
best of my knowledge and ability, so help me God." And after viewing 
the road and abutting lands surveyed by the engineer, and after hearing 
all protests, claims and remonstrances offered and presented, taking into 
consideration the relative amount of benefit derived by said land from 
the construction of such road, and they shall assess the amount of 
damages or compensation due to each land owner, if any, for land to be 
taken necessary to be occupied for the purpose of opening, widening, 
straightening, grading and draining, or either, any such road or part 
thereof, or through whose land any lateral ditch or drain is or may be 
constructed under the order of appointment necessary to drain the road; 
which damages or compensation assessed, if any shall first be ordered to 
be paid by the county out of the road fund of the county, and the treas- 
urer shall pay the same, or secure its payment by a special deposit of the 
amount in his office subject to the order of such owner, and shall notify 
such owner by mail or otherwise, of such deposit. The county surveyor 
shall issue a notice in writing to the land owner of each abutting tract 
of land along said road a part of whose land is sought to be taken for 
the road to each person through whose land said road will run and to 
each land owner through whose land a ditch or drain for the. road is 
sought to be made, or to his or their agent or attorney, of the time and 
place when the jury will assess the damages incidental to the taking of 
the land or construction of a ditch for the road, which notice shall be 
served by any person competent to testify, or through mail by registered 
letter, upon such owner, his agent or attorney, at least five days before 
the day named therein. If such owner is a non-resident, and his address 
is known, and has no agent or attorney, in the county, the notice shall 
be given by registered letter through the mail ten days prior, and if his 
residence or address is unknown, by publication once each week for four 
weeks in a newspaper published in the county prior to the date named 
for the meeting of the jury of view. The cost of such registered mail 
notice and of such publication shall be paid by the county on an order of 
the court, and proper returns of said notice showing how same have been 
served shall be filed with the report of the jur}' of view. Any person 
whose land may be eifected by such road and its lateral drain ditches, if 
any, may at any time stated in such notice, or previously thereto, present 
to the jury a statement in writing of any objections to or dissatisfaction 
therewith, and any claim for damages which, he may have sustained by 
reason of the taking of his land for road purposes and the making of 
lateral drain ditches, and a failure to make such objections or claim for 
damages or compensation in writing as herein specified, shall be deemed 
a waiver of all claim or right thereto, all of which objection or claim 
shall be returned to the commissioners court in connection with a report 
of the jury of view; provided, that any abutting land owner shall have 
the right also to appear before and be heard by the commissioners court 
on his protest or remonstrance or claim against the action of the jury of 
view. 

Sec. 15. The jury of view shall make a report to the commissioner? 
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court, as soon as practicable after tteir meeting, signed by at least three 
of said jnry, and duly verified under oath, of their actions and findings 
in the matter, and shall return with their report the name of each land 
owner, the number of acres and the amount of damages assessed or com- 
pensation awarded for each land owner. They shall carefully preserve 
and duly return with the report of the jury of view the map, profile, 
explanation, specifications, and estimates of the surveyor, and all claims 
and objections presented by the land owners, and all notices and returns 
of service thereof on land owners, agents or attorneys, and the same shall 
be filed with the clerk of the commissioners court and shall become a 
public record and be preserved as such, and the court shall act upon 
such report at the next regular or special term ind approve or reject the 
same. 

Sec. 16. If the commissioners court shall approve of the report of 
the jur}' and order that such road and lateral ditches, if any, be so 
opened, they shall consider the assessment and damages by the jury and 
claimant's statement thereof, and allow to each owner just damages or 
adequate compensation for the land taken, and when paid, or secured by 
deposit with the county treasurer to the credit of such land owner, they 
may proceed to have such road and lateral drain ditches, if any, opened 
and constructed, by contract or otherwise, as they may deem best. 

Sec. 17. If the owner of the land is not satisfied with the assessment 
by the commissioners court he may appeal therefrom as in cases of 
appeals from judgments of justice's court, but such appeal shall not pre- 
vent the commissioners court from opening the road and drain ditches, 
if any, and improve the same, but shall be only to fix the amount of 
damages in controversy between the owner and the county, and if a 
greater amount of damages is obtained on appeal the county shall pay the 
excess and the costs, but if no greater damages are obtained the party 
taking the appeal shall pay all costs. 

Sec. 18. The jurors of view shall each receive the sum of two dollars 
per day as compensation for their services for each day so actually 
engaged; and said surveyor and engineer shall receive as compensation 
such sum as may be allowed by the commissioners court. 

Sec. 19. This law shall be cumulative of all other General Laws on 
the subject of roads and bridges not in conflict herewith, and where not 
otherwise provided herein such General Laws shall apply; but in case of 
conflict with other General Laws the provisions of this act shall govern ; 
and this act shall be taken notice of by all courts in the same manner as 
the Greneral Laws of the State. 

Sec. 20. The great necessity for this law, there being no law existing 
upon the subject that is sufficient to enable the people of Harris county 
to improve and construct the roads and bridges as they should be, creates 
a public necessity and emergency requiring that the rule that bills be 
read on three several days in each house be suspended, and the same is 
hereby suspended, and that this act take effect and be in force from and 
after its passage and it is so enacted. 

[Note. — ^The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
Senate by two-thirds vote, yeas 21, nays ; and passed the House of Rep- 
resentatives by two-thirds vote, yeas 101, nays 0.] 

Approved April 12, 1901. 
Became a law April 12, 1901. 

15-G.L. 
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APPEOPRIATIONS— SUPPOKT STATE GOVERNMENT FOE 
.SIX MONTHS ENDING AUGUST 31, 1901. 

F. C. C. S. for S. H. B. No. 31.] 

Chapter LXXXV. 

An Act making appropriations for the State government for six months, beginning 
March Ist^ 1901, and ending August 31st, 1901, and for other purposes. 

Section 1. Be %i enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
That the following sumsi of money or so much thereof as may be neces- 
sary be and the same are hereby appropriated out of any money in the 
State treasury not otherwise appropriated, for the support of the State 
government from March 1st, 1901, to August 31st, 1901, and for other 
purposes. 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT. 

Salary of Governor $ 2,000 00 

Salar}^ of private secretary 1,000 00 

Salary of stenographic clerk , 600 00 

Salary of porter 210 00 

Salary of State Eevenue Agent 1,000 00 

Traveling and other expenses of Revenue Agent 250 00 

Stationery and stamps for Eevenue Agent 50 00 

Payment rewards and other expenses necessary in the 

enforcement of the law 3,750 0(i 

Payment of rewards heretofore authorized, to be expended 

under the direction of the Governor 2,000 00 

Books and stationery 150 00 

Freight, postage and telegraphing , . 300 00 

Ice 18 00 

Office furniture 100 00 

Contingent expenses 50 00 

Salaries of Board of Pardon Advisers 1,200 00 

Salaries of Board of Pardon Advisers from Februarv 14 to 

February 28, 1901 \ ; . . . . 112 00 

MANSION AND GROUNDS. 

Labor in keeping up grounds surrounding mansion 400 00 

Water and ice 100 00 

Fuel and lights 225 00 

Contingent expenses , 100 00 

Furniture and repairs 1,000 00 

Cement walk 230 79 

Eepairing cistern 62 75 

STATE DEPARTMENT. 

Salary of Secretary of State 1,000 00 

Salary of chief clerk 850 00 
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Salaries of five assistants, three at $570 each, one at $525, 

and one at $520 $ 2,755 00 

Salary of extra clerk to copy laws 250 00 

Salary of porter 180 00 

Freight, postage and express • 850 00 

Books and stationery 250 00 

Furniture and files 100 00 

Contingent expenses 100 00 

. TREASURY DEPARTMENT. 

Salary of Treasurer 1,250 00 

Salary of chief clerk 1,000 00 

Salary of chief bookkeeper 750 00 

Salary of assistant bookkeeper 600 00 

Salary of receiving clerk 712 60 

Salary of messenger and collector ' 360 00 

Salaries of two additional clerks at $600 each 1,200 00 

School Land Department, 

Salary of chief bookkeeper 750 00 

Salary of corresponding clerk 650 00 

Salary of examining clerk 650 00 

Salary of assistant corresponding and bond clerk 600 00 

Salary of first assistant bookkeeper 600 00 

Salary of second assistant bookkeeper 600 00 

Salary of third assistant bookkeeper. 600 00 

Salary of one abstract and index clerk 600 00 

Salary of letter file clerk 600 00 

Bookkeeper and corresponding clerk, lease department 650 00 

Salary of bookkeeper. University and asylum lands, and 

register clerk 600 00 

Salary of night watchman 375 00 

Salary of porter 180 00 

Books, stationery and postage 1,000 00 

Keeping in repair time locks, combinations and vaults, office 

furniture and files 150 00 

Contingent expenses 75 00 

To cover deficiency on stationery 185 85 

To refund to purchasers or lessees of public domain, public 
school,. University or asylum lands, the money paid by 
them into the State treasury in accordance with the laws 
. of this State, where it is shown that such title cannot issue 
or possession pass because of conflict, sales out of lands 
leased, erroneous sales and other causes patents cannot 
issue, or where patent has been canceled by a decree of 
court or Land' Commissioner, to be paid out of the respect- 
ive funds to which said payments were credited, said 
claims to be approved by the Attorney General as to 
whether claims come under the provisions of this act, and 

as to correctness of claims and to whom due 30,000 00 
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To refund to purchasers of public domain the filing fees 
paid the Commissioner of the General Land Office, on loca- 
tions made under Act of July 14, 1879, and amended 1881, 
where field notes were returned but sales were not made 
by the State; provided, it should be ascertained that such 
purchasers who paid filing fees in compliance with said 
act in all other respects complied with the law and were 
not instrumental in preventing such sales; and, provided, 
that all such claims shall be audited by the Treasurer and 
approved by the Attorney General and the Governor as to 
correctness of claims, and the amount and to whom due, 
before the Comptroller shall be authorized to issue his 
warrant; and provided, all such claims shall be presented 
before July 1, 1901 $ 5,000 00 

comptroller's office. 

Salary of Comptroller 1,250 00 

Salary of chief clerk 850 00 

Salary of chief bookkeeper. 775 00 

Salary of assistant bookkeeper 650 00 

Salaries of two corresponding clerks at $600 each 1,200 00 

Salaries of two sheriff's clerks, witness and attorney's 

accountants, at $650 each 1,300 00 

Salary of receiving clerk, who shall perform duties of first 

assistant clerk to Comptroller 570 00 

Salary of clerk for registering county and city bonds 550 00 

Salary of warrant clerk 650 00 

Salary of school and special warrant clerk 550 00 

Salary of bookkeeper in warrant department 550 00 

Salary of chief tax clerk 675 00 

Salary of assistant tax clerk 550 00 

Salary of redemption clerk 650 00 

Salary of assistant redemption clerk 550 00 

Salary of examining clerk 675 00 

Salary of assistant examining clerk 550 00 

Salary of auditing clerk • 637 50 

Salary of assistant auditing clerk 550 00 

Salaries of three pension clerks at $600 each 1,800 00 

Salary of deposit, warrant and general clerk 570 00 

Salary of mailing and file clerk. 500 00 

Salary of assistant mailing and file clerk 500 00 

Salaries of fifteen assistant clerks at $500 each 7,500 00 

Salary of first assistant special tax clerk 550 00 

Salary of first assistant unorganized county desk 550 00 

Salary of general warrant and register clerk 550 00 

Salary of stenographer, who shall perform such other duties 

as may be required by the Comptroller : . . . 475 00 

Salary of messenger 200 00 

Salaries of two porters at $180 each 360 00 

Postage, telegraphing, express and office furniture 1,700 00 

Books and stationery 750 00 

Contingent expenses 50 00 
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TraTeling expenses for Comptroller, or his representatives, 
A^hen necessary to check up tax collectors or other official 

business $ 150 00 

GENERAL LAND OFFICE. 

Salary of Commissioner 1,250 00 

Salary of chief clerk 850 00 

Salary of receiving clerk 675 00 

Salary of legal examiner 750 00 

Salary of head clerk in transcript department 600 00 

Salaries of two transcript clerks at $570 each 1,140 00 

Salaries of two patent clerks at $570 each 1,140 00 

Salaries of three file and transfer clerks at $550 each 1,650 00 

Salary of letter index clerk 570 00 

Salary of abstract clerk • 600 00 

Salaries of four corresponding clerks at $600 each 2,400 00 

Salaries of two letter register clerks at $550 each 1,100 00 

Salary of clerk in charge of file room 550 00 

Salary of clerk to superintend the examination of files and 

records 570 00 

Salary of one general clerk, who shall be versed in the 
Spanish and English languages, and as requested by the 
Commissioner shall translate the Spanish records into the 

English language, and transcribe the same if so desired. . 570 00 

Drafting Department. 

Salary of chief draftsman 800 00 

Salaries of first five assistant draftsmen at $700 each 3,500 00 

Salaries of three assistant draftsmen at $600 each 1,800 00 

Salaries of four assistant draftsmen at $550 each 2,200 00 

School Land Department. 

Salary of chief clerk ' 750 00 

Salary of head sales clerk 675 00 

Salaries of two assistant sales clerks at $575 each 1,150 00 

Salaries of two assistant sales clerks at $560 each 1,120 00 

Salary of award and compiling clerk 600 00 

Salary of assistant award and compiling clerk 540 00 

Salaries of two bookkeepers at $600 each 1,200 00 

Salaries of four corresponding clerks at $600 each 2,400 00 

Salary of draftsman 600 00 

Salary of assistant draftsman 540 00 

Salaries of four lease clerks at $550 each 2,200 00 

Salaries of two new record clerks at $540 each 1,080 00 

Salaries of two field agents at $650 each. , 1,300 00 

Expense of keeping the two field agents in the field 750 00 

Salary of night watchman 300 00 

Salary of porter and janitor 300 00 

Stationery, books, records, furniture and contingent expenses 750 00 
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Wood, water and ice $ 150 00 

Pogtal cards and stamps 900 00 

Telegraphing, towels and laundr}' 17 50 

Repairing and binding records and books 50 00 

Repairs to fixtures and furniture 50 00 

Repairs to building, and matting for building lOO 00 

Instruments for drafting department 25 00 

Two typewriting machines ^ 20O 00 

Ribbon, carbon and repairing typewriters 25 00 

« 

ATTORNEY GEXERAl/s DEPARTilENT. 

Salar}' of Attorney General 1,000 00 

And the further sum, or so much thereof as may be uecessary 

to pay such fees as may be prescribed by law 1,000 00 

Salary of first office assistant: 1,250 OQ 

Salary of second office assistant 1,000 00 

Salary of third office assistant 1,000 00 

Salary of stenographic clerk 500 00 

Salary of filing and record clerk 500 00 

Stationery, postage, telephoning, telegraphing and express. . 250 00 

Law books and periodicals 300 00 

Cost of depositions and procuring evidence 200 00 

Solary of porter and messenger ; 210 00 

Actual traveling expenses incurred by the Attorney Gleneral, * 
or any of his assistants, in giving attention to the Staters 
business pendjng , elsewhere than in the courts held in 

Austin, vouchers to be made upon official certificates 300 00 

Contingent expenses 50 00 

For certified copies of pleadings and other documents neces- 
sary to the preparation of causes and not coming strictly 
under the head of depositions and procuring evidence. ... 75 00 

To pay costs in civil cases, in which suit is brought for the 
State by the Attorney General, or under his direction, 
where such costs are adjudged against the State, or where 
such costs are incurred by the State, and demanded at the 
end of the term, as provided by Article 1422, Revised 
Statutes of 1895, in which case only such costs as are 
incurred by the State in such civil cases shall be paid out 
of this fund, such accounts to be approved by the Attorney 

General 2,250 00 

To pay costs in suits brought by the State against the G. H. 
& S. A. Railway Co. and the H. & T. C. Railway Co., and 
adjudged against the State by judgment of the Supreme 
Court of the United States 1,736 50 

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION. 

Salary of State Superintendent of Public Instruction 1,250 00 

Salary of chief clerk 850 00 

Salary of statistical clerk : 600 00 

Salary of auditing and index clerk 570 00 

Salary of corresponding and examining clerk 570 00 
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Salary of corresponding and general clerk $ 550 00 

Salary of corresponding and stenographic clerk 560 00 

Salary of mailing and blank room clerk 450 00 

Salar}' of porter 180 00 

Salary of two clerks for three months each during June, 

July and August, at $270 each 640 00 

Actual traveling expenses of State Superintendent and his 
representative when visiting schools, and teachers' and . 
trustees' meetings, when on official duties relating to the 

interest of public schools 100 00 

Postage, stationery, office furniture, files, binding reports 

and other books, forms, and pamphlets 760 00 

Express, freight, telegraphing and contingent expenses 360 00 

Printing and distributing county superintendent's record 
books, county and city treasurer's report books, teacher's 
daily registers, school laws, courses of study, examination 
questions, teacher's, superintendent's and treasurer's blank 
reports, census blanks, circulars to school officers and 
teachers and other blank forms and circulars necessary for 

the use of teachers and other school officers ^ . . 1,500 00 

For support of public free schools for six months, all avail- 
able public free school funds arising from interest or lease 
of school land, interest on bonds, school taxes and all other 
sources of revenue to said fund. 

RAILROAD COMMISSION. 

Salaries of three Commissioners at $2000 each 6,000 00 

• Salary of secretary 875 00 

Salary of one rate clerk 750 00 

Salary of one general clerk ' 60i,0 00 

Salary of porter 180 00 

Pay of experts and other necessary expenses, including 
printing such bills as may be necessary, maps, pamphlets, 

rulings, etc. \ 6,000 00 

Sheriff's witness fees and mileage 250 00 

Transportation of Commissioners and clerks. 125 00 

Postage, stationery, books, telegraphing and express charges. 275 00 

Furniture, fixtures and files 150 00 

Contingent expenses 50 00 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, INSURANCE, STATISTICS AND 

HISTORY. 

Salary of Commissioner 1,000 00 

Salary of chief clerk 850 00 

Salar}^ of bookkeeper and statistical clerk and stenographer 570 00 

Salary of agricultural clerk 550 00 

Salary of historical clerk 550 CO 

Salary of insurance clerk 550 00 

Expenses of Commissioner in enforcing insurance laws. . . . 250 00 

Postage, stationery, telegraphing and express charges 250 00 

Bent of telephone. 24 00 
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Books for State library $ 250 00 

Collecting historical data • 12-5 00 

Book cases and shelving 125 00 

Subscriptions to newspapers, magazines, and binding same. . 75 00 

Contingent expenses 50 00 

Salary of porter , 180 00 

All bills to be approved by the Commissioner. 

UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS. 

Main University at Austin, 

For the maintenance, support and direction of the Univer- 
sity of Texas, including repairs, extensions, improvements 
and buildings for the six m.onths, beginning March 1, 
1901, and ending August 31, 1901, all the available Uni- 
versity funds, including interest from its bonds, and land 
notes and income from its land leases, and all fees collected 
from students, and all other receipts and revenues of the 
University. 

For the maintenance, support and direction of the Univer- 
sity for the six months beginning March 1, 1901, and end- 
ing August 31, 1901, from the general revenue , . 30,000 00 

Medical Branch of Galveston, 

For the maintenance, support and direction for six months 
beginning March 1, 1901, and ending August 31, 1901, 
all fees collected from students and all other receipts 
and revenues, and in addition thereto from the general 
revenue 22,500 00 

For ]:cfunding to George W. Brackenridge money advanced 

for making temporary repairs at medical college 12,725 00 

For restoring, reforming, repairing and improving buildings 
and grounds of medical college, Sealy Hospital and Uni- 
versity Hall, and for the repair and purchase of equip- 
ment, furniture and supplies therefor, from the general 
revenue, provided this appropriation shall not lapse at the 
end of said six months 40,338 00 

SUPREME COURT. 

Salaries of three judges at $2000 each 6,000 00 

Salary of clerk 1,250 00 

Salary of stenographer and law clerk ; provided, the stenog- 
rapher shall not be authorized by accepting this position 
to present any claim against the State for any further sum 600 00 

Salary of assistant librarian and bailiff, who shall be 
appointed by the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, and 
who shall keep open the library from 8 :30 a. m. to 12 m. 
and from 12 :30 p. m. to 5 p. m. each day, except Sundays 

and holidays .\ 360 00 

Salary of porter for judges and consultation room 180 GO 

Salary of porter for court room, library and clerk's room. . 180 00 
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Eecord books and stationery $ 250 00 

Postage 90 00 

Purchase of books for Supreme Court library and consulta- 
tion room, and for binding books to be selected by the 

chief justice 1,000 00 

Contingent expenses 200 00 

COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS. 

Salaries of three judges 6,000 00 

Salary of stenographer 500 00 

SherifE^s attendance on court ; . 100 00 

Postage 75 00 

Contingent expenses 100 00 

Fuel and lights 50 00 

Law books to be selected .by the presiding judge • 150 00 

Record books and stationery 100 00 

Salary, mileage, fees and traveling expenses of x\.ssistant 

Attorney General 1,500 00 

Telegraphing and contingent expense of Assistant Attorney 

General 25 00 

Salary of porter : 240 00 

Clerk^s fees in felony, cases, or so much thereof as may be 

necessary 1,500 00 

For repairs of trunks and to purchase new trunks. ...:... 75 00 

For repair of books of the court 100 00 

COURT OF CIVIL APPEALS — FIRST DISTRICT. 

Salaries of three judges at $1750 each 5,250 00 

Salary of stenographer 300 00 

Salary of bailiff 50 00 

Salary of porter 150 00 

Books for law library 125 00 

Postage and box rent 50 00 

Record books and stationery 100 00 

Contingent expenses 75 00 

. Furniture,- including matting and carpet 500 00 

For moving library 100 00 

For rebinding law books, which were damaged by the storm 

of September 8, 1900 400 00 

COURT OF CIVIL APPEALS — SECOND DISTRCCT. 

Sliaries of three judges at $1750 each 5,250 00 

Salary o:^ stenographer 300 00 

Salary of bailiff 50 00 

Salary of porter 150 00 

Postage and box rent 50 00 

Record books and stationery 100 00 

Books for law library 125 00 

Contingent expenses 75 00 
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COUKT OF CIVIL APPEALS — THIRD DISTRICT. 

Salaries of three judges at $1750 each $ 5,250 00 

Salary of bailiff 50 00 

Salary of porter 150 00 

Salary of stenographer 300 00 

Record books and stationery 100 00 

Postage and box rent * 50 00 

Contingent expenses 75 00 

COURT OF CIVIL APPEALS — FOURTH DISTRICT. 

Sala;'ies of three judges at $1750 each 5,250 00 

Salary of stenographer 300 00 

Salary of bailiff 50 00 

Salary of porter 150 00 

Postage ■ ^ 50 00 

Eecord books and stationery 100 OO 

Books for library and consultation 125 OO 

Contingent expenses 75 OO 

COURT OF CIVIL APPEALS — FIFTH DISTRICT. 

Salaries of three judges at $1750 each 5,250 00 

Salary of stenographer 300 00 

Salary of bailiff 50 00 

Salary of porter 150 00 

Kecord books and stationery 100 00 

Postage 50 00 

Books for library and consultation room 500 00 

Contingent expenses 75 00 

JUDICIARY. 

Salaries of fifty-six district judges 70,000 00 

Salaries of thirty-eight district attorneys 9,500 00 

Salary of criminal district attorney 250 00 

Salaries of two criminal district judges 2,500 00 

Fees and costs of sheriffs, clerks, and attorneys in . felony 

cases \ 125,000 00 . 

Expenses of attached witnesses 50,000 00 

Fees of county judges, justices of the peace, sheriffs and 

constables in examining trials. 7,500 00 

Salary of Supreme Court reporter 1,500 00 

Salary of Court of Criminal Appeals reporter. 1,500 00 

Salary of assistant Supreme Court reporter or reporters. . . 1,500 00 

Salaries of special judges .- 1,250 00 

Amount of registered deficiency to pay special judges for the 

year ending February 28, 1901 2,500 00 

Amount of es'timated additional deficiency to pay special 

judges for the year ending February 28, 1901 2,500 00 

PENSIONS. 

Pay of veterans under general law 20,000 00 
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PUBLIC DEBT. 

Payment of interest on public debt $112,157 50 

ACTUAL DEFICIENCIES FOR THE YEAR EJiDING FEBRUARY 28, 

1901. 

COURT OF CIVIL APPEALS — FIRST DISTRICT. 

Contingent expenses 100 00 

ADJUTANT GENERAI/S. DEPARTMENT. 

Postage, stationery and telegraphing. 200 00 

COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS. 

Record books and stationery 300 00 

LIVE STOCK SANITARy. COMMISSION. 

Deficiency Live Stock Sanitary Commission 1,035 45 

STATE LUNATIC ASYLUM. 

Steam heating plant, new and old buildings 4,800 00 

Erecting building to be used as dining hall, kitchen, etc . . . 6,450 45 

PRAIRIE VIEW NORMAL SCHOOL. 

General repairs and painting 4,082 33 

Removing and repairing Kirby house 280 00 

DEAF, DUMB AND BLIND ASYLUM FOR COLORED YOUTHS. 

(rroceries, miscellaneous, etc 500 00 

To pay amount of registered deficiencies for payment of 

attached witnesses 8,243 33 

To pay amount of efstimated additional deficiency for the 

payment of attached witnesses 25,000 00 

To pay amount of registered deficiencies for the payment 

of officers holding examining trials 200 00 

To pay amount of estimated additional deficiencies for the 

payment of officers holding examining trials 2,500 00 

STATE ORPHAN HOME. 

Salary of Superintendent, who shall be ex-officio accountant 

and storekeeper 750 00 

Salary of matron 270 00 

Salaries of seven teachers at $180 each 1,260 00 

Salary of industrial manager 625 00 

Salary of physician, not to live in home 300 00 

Salary of baker 150 00 

Salaries of three cooks at $100 each 300 00 

Salary of dining room and dairy woman 108 00 

Salaries of three laundresses at $80 each 240 00 
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Salar}^ of gardener, poultryman and farm laborer $ 210 00 

Salary of night watchman 160 00 

Salary of trained nm*se in hospital 180 00 

Salary of cook and assistant nurse i . . 108 00 

Salaries of six ward nurses at $100 each 600 00 

Salaries of three seamstresses at $120 each 360 00 

Salary of engineer and pumper 120 00 

Appliances and instructor for mattress and broom factory. . 250 00 

Material and instructor in shoe factory 250 00 

Fuel 250 00 

Postage and stationery 37 50 

School books, stationery and general school supplies, includ- 
ing kindergarten 300 00 

Transportation 150 00 

Telephone 30 00 

Electric lights . 250 00 

(jeneral maintenance, to include all supplies believed by the 
* board of trustees to be necessary to the support of the 

home 4,989 95 

For rebuilding barn destroyed by fire, and general repairs. . 2,500 00 

Deep well pump and appliances for artesian well 500 00 

Amount of deficiency for general maintenance and supplies 
for the support of the home for year ending February 28, 

1901 ; to be paid out upon the approval of the Governor. . 6,092 88 

STATE LUNATIC ASYLUM. 

Salary of Superintendent, provided he shall receive provis- 
ions not to exceed $250, and fuel, lights, water and hous- 
ing for himself and family 1,000 00 

Salary of first assistant physician 700 00 

Salary of second assistant physician 700 00 

Salary of third assistant physician 700 00 

Salary of steward, storekeeper and accountant 450 00 

Salaiy of clerk and office assistant 390 00 

Salary of matron 300 00 

Salary of supervisor 240 00 

Salary of druggist 275 00 

Salary of supervisoress 240 00 

Salary of outside supervisor and head farmer 275 00 

Salary of chief engineer and plumber 450 00 

Salary of assistant engineer and electrician 300 00 

Salary of gardener and florist 150 00 

Salary of chief cook 275 00 

Salary of first assistant cook 150 00 

Salaries of fi^e assistant cooks at $100 each 500 00 

Salary of baker 240 00 

Salary of assistant baker 120 00 

Salary of carpenter 270 00 

Salary of assistant carpenter 200 00 

Salary of blacksmith 270 00 

Salaries of three firemen at $180 each 540 00 

Salaries of fifteen night attendants at $150 each 2,250 00 
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Salary of bead laundr^^man or laundress $ 180 00 

Salary of assistant head laundryman or laundress 150 00 

Salaries of six laundresses at $120 each •.•••< ^^^ ^^ 

Salar3' of head seamstress 150 00 

Salaries of six seamstresses at $120 each 720 00 

Salaries of sixty attendants.. 7,200 00 

Salaries of two trained nurses at $180 each 360 00 

Salaries of three farm hands at $90 each 270 00 

Salary of dairyman 150 00 

Salary of assistant dairj'man 120 00 

Salary of plasterer and painter ^ 240 00 

Salary of tailor 200 00 

Salary of shoemaker 150 00 

Groceries, fuel, lights, water and medical stores and surgical 
instruments, including pay of board of managers at $5 per 
month for attendance upon meetings of the board, and 

mileage 28,164 35 

Dry goods and clothing 2,917 00 

Furniture and beds 2,000 00 

General repairs and painting 1,500 00 

Transportation of patients 375 00 

Literature and amusement 250 00 

Engineer's and carpenter's tools 50 00 

To provide for 175 colored patients and the rection of a 

building for that purpose 14,000 00 

Contingent expenses 250 00 

Trees, seeds and flowers 37 50 

Eepairing machinery 250 00 

SOUTHWESTERN INSANE ASYLUM. 

Salary of Superintendent, with board for himself and fam- 
ily not to exceed in value $250, and fuel, lights, water and 

housing 1,000 00 

Salary of first assistant superintendent 700 00 

Salary of second assistant superintendent 700 00 

Salary of storekeeper and accountant 450 00 

Salary of assistant storekeeper 240 00 

Salary of druggist 275 00 

Salary of matron *. 300 00 

Salary of supervisor 240 00 

Salary of supervisoress 240 00 

Salary of outside supervisor and head farmer 275 00 

Salary of chief engineer "... 450 00 

Salary of assistant engineer and plumber 300 00 

Salaries of three firemen 450 00 

Salary of gardener 150 00 

Salary of chaplain 150 00 

Salary of chief cook 275 00 

Salary of first assistant cook 150 00 

Salaries of four assistant cooks 400 00 

Salary of baker 240 00 

Salary of assistant baker 120 00 
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Sgllaiy of chief carpenter $ 270 00 

Salary of assistant carpenter 200 00 

Salary of p^^terer and painter 240 00 

Salary of tailor* 200 00 

Salary of shoemaker 150 00 

Trees, seeds, farm machinery and tools 300 00 

Engineer and carpenter tools 100 00 

Bridges, culvert>s and grounds 100 00 

Laundry machinery 250 00 

General repairs and painting 500 00 

Wagon scales 100 00 

Furniture and beds 2,500 00 

Additional store rooms, cement floors in basement 2,000 00 

Alterations and cement floor in ice house 150 00 

Three dining room girls •. 360 00 

Ten night attendants 1,500 00 

Head laundress 180 00 

Assistant head laundress 150 00 

Six laundresses 720 00 

Three farm hands 270 00 

Two trained nurses 360 00 

Head seamstress 150 00 

Five seamstresses 600 00 

Fifty attendants 6,000 00 

One dairyman 150 00 

Support, maintenance and repairs ; groceries, fuel, lights and 
water, including pay of board of managers and mileage, 

medical stores and surgical instruments 24,292 25 

Dry goods and clothing 2,303 00 

Transportation of patients 375 00 

Literature and amusements 250 00 

Contingent expenses 250 00 

Cows, horses, mules and hogs, in addition to such sum as can 
be realized by the sale of such stock as is now on hand and 

unserviceable 800 00 

Wagons, hack and harness 500 00 

NORTH TEXAS INSANE ASYLUM. 

Salary of Superintendent, with board for himself and fam- 
ily not to exceed in value $250> and fuel, lights, water and 

• housing 1,000 00 

Salary of first assistant physician 700 00 

Salary of secoiid assistant physician 700 00 

Salary of third assistant physician 700 00 

Salary of storekeeper and accountant 450 00 

Salary of assistant storekeeper and accountant 240 00 

Salary of druggist 275 00 

Salary of matron 300 00 

Salary of supervisor 240 00 

Salary of assistant supervisor ^ . . . . . 210 00 

Salary of outside supervisor and head farmer 240 00 

Salary of supervisoress 240 00 
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Salary of assistant supervisoress $ 210 00 

Salary of chief engineer 450 00 

Salary of assistant engineer and electrician 300 00 

Salary of plumber 300 00 

Salaries of four firemen 600 00 

Salary of gardener 160 00 

Salary of chaplain 150 00 

Salary of chief cook 225 00 

Salary of first assistant cook 150 00 

Salaries of six imder cooks 720 00 

Salary of baker 240 00 

Salary of assistant baker 120 00 

Salary of carpenter 270 00 

Salary of first assistant carpenter 200 00 

Salary of blacksmith 200 00 

Salary of plasterer 240 00 

Salary of painter 240 00 

Salary of tailor 200. 00 

Salary of shoemaker 150 00 

Salaries of five dining room girls '. 600 00 

Salaries of six farm hands 540 00 

Salaries of fifteen night attendants at $150 each 2,250 00 

Salary of head laundryman or laundress 180 00 

Salary^ of assistant head laundryman or laundress 150 00 

Salaries of ten laundresses, at t$120 each 1,200 00 

Salary of head seamstress 150 00 

Salaries of eight seamstresses, at $120 each 960 00 

Salary of mattressmaker 120 00 

Salaries of eighty attendants 9,600 00 

Salary of daiiy^man 150 00 

Salary of assistant dairyman 120 00 

Groceries, fuel, lights and water, medical stores and surgical 

instruments 34,212 65 

Transportation 500 00 

Contingent expenses 250 00 

Dry goods and clothing . 7,338 00 

Furniture and bedsteads 750 00 

General repairs and painting 1,500 00 

Cows, horses, mules and hogs, with privilege to sell or 

exchange old stock 500 00 

Literature and amusement 250 00 

. Trees, seeds and stock 125 00 

Wagons, hacks and harness 300 00 

Engineer's tools ... 150 00 

Mowers, plows and farm implements 150 00 

Pipe and piping 500 00 

Bridges, culverts and grounds 150 00 

To purchase additional boilers and steam connections (the 

board of managers are authorized to sell or exchange .old 

boilers in part payment for new) 7,500 00 

One outside watchman 180 00 

To purchase new dynamo and engine 4,000 00 
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To purchase ice machine, refrigerators and cold storage. . .$ 4,000 00 

To purchase laundry machinery 2,000 00 

To purchase typewriter 100 00 

Provided, that the interest on all securities held by the luna- 
tic asylum fund is hereby appropriated in part payment 
of the appropriation of the three lunatic asylums, the 
remainder of the appropriation to be paid out of the gen- 
eral revenue. All moneys now in, or which may hereafter 
be paid into the State treasury for the board and treatment 
of non-indigent patients and from the sales of personal 
property of the three lunatic asylums, shall be paid over 
to the State Treasurer monthly and credited by him to 
the general revenue. 

BLIND ASYLUM. 

Salary of Superintendent, with board for himself and fam- 
ily not to exceed in value $250, and fuel, lights, water and 

housing 1,000 00 

Salary of oculist 350 00 

Salary of storekeeper and accountant, with day board 450 00 

Salary of matron 211 10 

Salary of second matron 171 10 

Salaries of principal and fourteen teachers^ all without 

board except three 4,240 85 

Salary of music teacher, without board 262 50 

Salary of teacher, girls' industrial department, without 

board • 175 00 

Salary of teacher of boys' industrial department, without 

board - 175 00 

Salary of assistant teacher of boys' industrial department. . 122 50 

Salary of sick nurse for girls 105 00 

Salary of sick nurse for boys 105 00 

Salarv of monitress and seamstress for small girls 93 35 

Salary of monitress and seamstress for small boys 93 35 

Salary of night watchman, without board 194 45 

Salary of engineer, electrician and plumber, with day board 

for self 450 00 

Salary of fireman 116 67 

Salary of hostler and yardman, west side 150 00 

Salary of dining room waiter, yard man and helper, east 

side 150 00 

Salaries of one baker and three cooks. ." 280 00 

Salary of one cook « 37 50 

Salaries of head laundress and three assistant laundresses. . 311 10 

Salary of one laundress 50 00 

Salary of housekeeper for large boys 87 50 

Salaries of three chambermaids 198 54 

Salaries of four dining room girls 245 00 

Salary of one .chambermaid 37 50 

Salaries of five trustees 150 00 

Transportation of pupils 600 00 

Clothing of pupils 500 00 
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Coal and wood, water and lights $ 1,000 00 

To purchase pianos, musical instruments, music books in 
Kne and point print, dissecting maps, globes, apparatus 
for school, school furniture, kindergarten material, sewing 
machines and material for girls' industrial department. . 500 00 
GrTOceries, provisions, supplies, printing, medicines, supplies 
for oculist, contingent and miscellaneous expenses, includ- 
ing deficiency prior to March 1, 1901 5,827 30 

Painting buildings, including roof of east building, and 

painting iron fence around east lot 1,250 00 

For one heater, repair of furnaces, changing breeching and 

auxiliary feed to boiler 500 00 

For repairing sewers and putting in new pipe, and other 

work 1,500 00 

Improvement of buildings and grounds and general repairs. 500 00 

Medical attendance 300 00 

To purchase two horses and wagonette 400 00 

Trained physical director 200 00 

DE\F AND DUMB ASYLUM. 

Salary of Superintendent, with board for himself and fam- 
ily, not to exceed in value $250, and fuel, lights, water and 

housing 1,000 00 

Salary of principal, without board 583 33 

Salary of first teacher, without board 456 94 

Salarj^ of second teacher, without board 420 00 

Salary of third teacher, without board 420 00 

Salary of fourth teacher, without board 301 39 

Salary of fifth teacher, without board 301 39 

Salary of sixth teacher, without board 301 39 

Salary of seventh teacher, without board 301 39 

Salary of eighth teacher, without board 301 39 

Salary of ninth teacher, without board 301 39 

Salary of tenth teacher, without board 255 72 

Salary of eleventh teacher, without board 255 72 

Salary of twelfth teacher Without board 255 72 

Salary of first oral teacher, without board 420 00 

Salary of second oral teacher, without board 332 50 

Salaiy of third oral teacher, without board 332 50 

Salary of fourth oral teacher, without board 301 39 

Salary of fifth oral teacher, without board 301 39 

Salary of sixth oral teacher, without board 301 39 

Salary of seventh oral teacher, without board . ■. 280 00 

Salary of eighth oral teacher, without board 280 00 

Salary of ninth oral teacher, without board 255 72 

Salary of tenth oral teacher, without board 255 72 

Salary of art teacher, without board 301 39 

Salary of instructor in printing, without board 350 00 

Salary of instructor in shoemaking, without board 348 05 

Salary of instnictor in carpentry 447 50 

Salary of instructor in tailoring, without board 301 39 

16-G. L. 

f 
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Salary of instructor in sewing $ 155 55 

Salary of instructor in painting 240 00 

Salary of storekeeper and accountant 450 ^00 

Salary of first matron 240 00 

Salary of second matron 240 00 

Salary of first monitor 240 00 

Salary of second monitor 240 00 

Salaries of two monitresses for girls 311 10 

Salaries of three monitresses for small boys 466 ^o 

Salary of sick nurse 155 55 

Salary of engineer, electrician and plumber 450 00 

Salary of assistant engineer 300 00 

Salary of night watchman 150 00 

Salary of floral gardener 150 00 

Salary of farmer 120 00 

Salaries of two laborers 240 ^^ 

Salary of foreman of laundry 240 00 

Salaries of five assistant laundresses 600 00 

Salary of baker 240 00 

Salary of chief cook 240 00 

Salaries of three assistant cooks 450 00 

Salaries of two chambermaids 240 00 

Salaries of six dining room girls 520 00 

Supplies, provisions and miscellaneous 10,291 53 

Water, electric lights and power 1,250 00 

Furniture and furnishing 500 00 

Clothing and transportation of indigents 1,400 00 

Art. material 50 00 

Salaries of board of trustees, including mileage - 180 00 

Tables, table linen and cutlery 150 00 

Dry goods, blankets and mattresses 500 00 

Harness and tools 200 00 

Engineer's and carpenter's tools 100 00 

Eepairs on buildings and grounds 1,000 00 

Provided, that the interest on all securities held by the Deaf 

and Dumb Asylum funds are hereby appropriated, the 

remainder to be paid out of general revenue. 

HOUSE OF CORRECTION AND REFORMATORY. 

Salary of Superintendent 900 00 

Salary of accountant 450 00 

Salary of farm supervisor 300 00 

Salary of engineer 250 00 

Salaries of two teachers at $240 each 480 00 

Salaries of four night guards 720 00 

Salaries of ten day guards 1,500 00 

Salary of baker and cook 180 00 

Salary of druggist and nurse 200 00 

Salary of physician 200 00 

Salary of chaplain 150 00 

Maintenance 10,987 50 
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Fuel $ 250 00 

liookb and slates 100 00 

Medicine 150 00 

Postage and express 100 00 

J>iscliarge and transportation 697 00 

Literature and library 75 00 

Contingent expenses 150 00 

Expenses, penitentiary board 150 00 

Farm implements... .\ * 300 00 

Teams and wagons 3,000 00 

Seats and furniture for chapel 200 00 

Provided, that the -product and labor of said Reformatory 
are hereby appropriated in part payment of the above 
appropriation, the remainder to be paid out of general 
revenue; provided further, that the Superintendent of the 
Reformatory is hereby required to rent sufficient land to 
keep all inmates employed. 

CONFEDERATE HOME. 

Maintenance of inmates 16,212 00 

Salary of Superintendent 760 00 

Salary of surgeon 600 00 

Salary of storekeeper and accountant 350 00 

Salary of chief cook 240 00 

Salaries of two assistant cooks 240 00 

Salaries of four waiters at $90 each 360 00 

Salary of chief cook at hospital 180 00 

Salary of one assistant cook , 120 00 

Salary of druggist 270 00 

Salary of hospital matron 200 00 

Salary of matron of main dining room 200 00 

Salaries of four nurses at hospital at $144 each 576 00 

Salary of laundress 125 00 

Salaries of two assistants at $90 each 180 00 

Literature 75 00 

Medicine and hospital stores, whisky, wines, etc. (provided 

whisky and wine shall be used only as a medicine) 500 00 

Transportation for inmates 100 00 

Salary of carpenter, plumber and painter 300 00 

Salar}^ of one yardman 120 00 

Furniture 250 00 

Repairs and painting 250 00 

QUARANTINE DEPARTMENT. 

For State Health Officer's salary and traveling expenses, 
including postage, telegraph and telephone; for mainte- 
nance of permanent quarantine stations at Galveston, 
Sabine Pass, Velasco, Aransas Pass, Cavallo, Brownsville, 
Laredo, Eagle Pass and El Paso, for guard at Corpus 
Christi Pass and for guarding the State line at other 
places against infectious diseases as may become necessary 
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from time to time; and for necessary repairs to Staters 
property $ 

Fumigating plant, including fumigating vessel at Galveston, 
to be expended within the next two years, to be purchased 
by the Governor or under his immediate direction, he 
being responsible for such purchase 

For repairing residence for quarantine officer at Galveston, 
to be expended uader the immediate direction of the Gov- 
ernor / 

DEAF^ DUMB AND BLIND ASYLUM FOR COLORED YOUTHS. 

Salary of Superintendent ' 

Salary of principal teacher 

Salaries of three class-room teachers and one music teacher. 

Salary of shoemaker •. 

Salary of seamstress 

Salary of matron 

Salary of laundress and 'assistants 

Salary of oculist 

Salary of night watchman 

Salary of engineer and plumber 

Salary of preceptress ^ 

Salaries of cook and assistant. . . *. 

Salary of farmer and gardener 

Salary of monitor 

Salary of assistant matron and poultry raiser 

Stationery, postage and printing 

Clothing for indigent pupils 

Transportation for indigent pupils 

For groceries and miscellaneous, including pay of members 
of the board and mileage : 

Eepairs and improvements 

To build a new boiler house, put in a new boiler, and attach 
laundry, bath rooms, coal shed, and also for general im- 
provements 

Apparatus 

Furniture 

SAM HOUSTON NORMAL INSTITUTE. 

For support and maintenance 

For library, apparatus, repairs, improvements, etc 

SOUTHWEST TEXAS NORMAL SCHOOL AT SAN MARCOS. 

For preservation of buildings and grounds of said school. . . 

STATE PENITENTIARIES. 

For conveying convicts to the penitentiaries and reforma- 
tory 

Traveling expenses of Superintendent 

Penitentiary library 

All proceeds of convict labor, and in addition thereto, for 
making up deficiencies in monthly expenses, and to pur- 
chase material to carry on prison industries J 
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PRAIRIE VIEW NORMAL SCHOOL. 

To pay for support of 159 students, balance of said amount 
to be collected from said students; one of said students to 
be appointed by each Senator, and one by each Kepresent- 
ative; provided the students appointed hereunder shall 
supersede and be in place of forty-six State students pro- 
vided for in Article 3886 of the Eevised Statutes of the 

State of Texas $ 5,800 00 

For maintenance of agricultural and mechanical department 735 00 

F'or maintenance of girls' industrial department 135 00 

For general repairs and painting houses 500 00 

For books, stationery, postage and printing 150 00 

To purchase boiler and engine for laundry department 800 00 

E or telephone line from Hempstead to Prairie View N'ormal 

School , 750 00 

For safe and office furniture 250 00 

For erecting kitchen and store room 2,000 00 

All the proceeds of the sales of the farm and dairy products, 
separate stock and worn out property are hereby appro- 
priated to maintain and support said institution. 
To purchase three sewing machines 90 00 

AGRICULTURAL AND MECHANICAL COLLEGE. 

To purchase hospital fixtures, including bedsteads, tables, 
blankets, mattresses, mattings, rugs, comforts, spreads, 

sheets, chairs, gasoline stoves and refrigerator 1,000 00 

To put in electric light and ice plant (and the board of 
directors are authorized to exchange machinery now in use 

in part payment of new) 17,000 00 

Dwellings 3,000 00 

Completion of the equipment of agricultural and horticult- 
ural building 3,000 00 

Support and maintenance, general revenue 10,000 00 

Students^ labor fund and general revenu-e 2,000 00 

Support of experiment station at Beeville 1,250 00 

General repairs of buildings and improvement of grounds . . 1,000 00 

New boiler for power house 1,500 00 

In addition to the above the interest on $209,000 of State 
bonds held by the Agricultural and Mechanical College 
fund is hereby appropriated for the support of this insti- 
tution; provided, that the board of directors of the Agri- 
cultural and Mechanical College of Texas shall include in 
their report the number and salaries of the faculty and 
employes of the Agricultural and Mechanical College and 
of the Prairie View Normal School, and of receipts and 
expenditures, itemized, of each of these institutions, in the 
same manner as the law requires of the board of regents to 
report the salaries and number of faculty and employes 
and receipts and expenditures of the University of Texas. 
All the proceeds of the sales of the farm and dairy products, 
surplus stock and worn out property are hereby appropri- 
ated to maintain and support said institution. 
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FISH AND OYSTER COMMISSION. 

Salary of Cominissioner $ 900 00 

Office rent, traveling and other expenses of Commissioner . . 300 00 

STATE PURCHASING AGENT. 

Salary of Agent from August 28, 1901, to August 31, 1901, 

inclusive 22 00 

Salary of clerk from August 28, 1901, to August 31, 1901, 

inclusive 11 00 

Salary of one additional clerk 450 00 

Office furniture and expenses 250 00 

.Contingent expenses ' 200 00 

STATE ENTOMOLOGIST. 

Salarv of entomologist and necessary help and contingent 
expenses 2,000 00 

ADJUTANT GENERAL^S DEPARTMENT. 

Salary of Adjutant General 1,000 00 

Salary of chief clerk 600 00 

Salary of porter, messenger and armorer 180 00 

Stationery, postage and telegraphing 300 00 

Incidental expenses 25 00 

Handling and transportation of ordnance stores and quar- 
termaster's supplies, labor in arsenal, and repairs to arms, 

and inspection of arms and troops 750 00 

For the maintenance and support of the ranger force in the 

suppression of lawlessness and crime 16,920 00 

Pa3'^ment of transportation and subsistence and for services 
of the Volunteer Guard when called* into active service 
under the law, and for transportation and subsistence of 
Volunteer Guard for camps of instruction, and for all 

other military expenses 5,000 00 

To purchase typewriter; provided, that the Adjutant Gen- 
eral has the authority to exchange old machine in part 
payment . . , 50 00 

LIVE STOCK SANITARY COMMISSION. 

Maintenance of Live Stock Sanitary Commission 4,000 00 

PUBLIC PRINTING. 

First, second and third class printing and binding, and for 
^printing papers for 1st, 2nd and 3rd class of public print- 
ing 10,000 00 

For advertisements for State business 250 00 

For salarv of Expert Printer and Secretarv of Printing 

Board \ ' 750 00 
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PUBLIC BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS. 

Salary of Superintendent $ 1,000 00 

Salary of bookkeeper and extra watchman 450 00 

Salary of engineer and electrician *. 600 00 

Salary of assistant engineer 450 00 

Salaries of four watchmen 1,320 00 

Salaries of two firemen 600 00 ^ 

For traveling and other expenses of Superintendent 150 00* 

Salaries of six cleaners 1,080 00 

Salary of one elevator man 360 00 

Salary of carpenter and plasterer 450 00 

Salaries of two drivers at $30 each 360 00 

Labor in capitol grounds and keeping sewer in repair. ..'... 2,500 00 

Keeping cemetery grounds 150 00 

Headstones for Confederate veterans buried in State cem- 
etery 150 00 

Headstones for Texas veterans buried in State cemetery .... 50 00 

Water, light, fuel and contingencies 6,000 00 

Oil and waste for engines, dynamos and steam pumps, draw- 
ing paper and stationery 200 00 

Feed for teams 125 00 

For purchasing a pair of mules or horses, wagon and harness 350 00 

Tools 50 00 

New machiner}^ ; provided, that the Superintendent, with the 
consent of the Governor, is authorized to exchange or sell 
the old machinery in part payment for new machinery, 

to be deducted from the amount herein appropriated .... 7,500 00 

To build addition to stable 250 00 

Pipe and fittings 1,000 00 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

To pay refund of liquor dealer^s license, for two years end- 
ing August 31, 1901 2,530 39 

To pay J. E. Wilson, ex-clerk of the district court of Bowie 
county, Texas, 5 per cent, commission on judgment for 
$5000 in favor of State of Texas Texarkana & Fort Smith , 
Railroad Company, recovered in the district court of 
Bowie county, Texas 250 00 

To pay Lea Beaty for warrant issued for four days services 
as a member of the Special Session of the Twenty-sixth 
Legislature, but never paid because appropriation was 
exhausted 20 00 

To pay Jink Evans salary as industrial manager of the Or- 
phan Asylum for 1899 and 1901 1,000 00 

To pay Jink Evans salary as trustee of State Orphan Asy- 
lum from March 1, 1897, to Feby 28, 1899 120 00 

To pay J. E. Lankford, of Hunt county, Texas, fees and 
expenses for carrying attached witnesses from Commerce, 
Texas, to Cooper, Texas, under order of the district court. 17 35 

To pay W. M. Caldwell, of El Paso, Texas, for sixteen days 
service as special judge in the district court of El Paso 
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county in Cause Xo. 1533, W. C. Wellington vs. The 
Southern Pacific Company, on the l-lth, 15th, 16th, 17th 
and 18th and on the 22nd and 23rd days of February, 
1895, and on the 2l3t, 22nd, 24th and 25th days of June, 
1895, and on the 29th and 30th days of March, 1895, and 
on the 2nd, 3rd and 30th days of December, 1895, at $6.84 
per day $ 109 44 

To pay Brazelton & Johnson, for supplies furnished the 
House of Correction and Reformatory from July 14, 1898, 
to January 18, 1899 ." 40 21 

To pay Sasse & Powell account for supplies furnished House 
of Correction and Reformatory from September 1, 1898, 
to December 4, 1898 11 70 

To pay L. H. Stall for conveying attached witnesses from 
Wellington, Collingsworth county, to Quanah, in Harde- 
man county, in October, 1900 14 60 

To pay J. V. Cunningham fees and expenses for conveying 
Harvey Ray, an attached witness, from Abilene, Taylor 
county, to Comanche, Comanche county, on the 9th day of 
February, 1900, under order of the district court 20 40 

To pay J. V. Cunningham for conveying L. F. Conner, an 
atta<^hed witness, from Merkel, Taylor county, Texas, to 
Roby, in Fisher county, under order of the district court, 
March 2, 1900 10 75 

To pay John S. Craighead for expenses and fees in convey- 
ing attached witness from Fairview, Wilson county, to 
Austin, Travis county, on the 15th day of June, 1898. ... 24 30 

To pay John S. Craighead for expenses and fees in convey- 
ing attached witness from Fairview, in Wilson county, to 
Austin, in Travis county, on the 15th day of June, 1898. . 5 35 

To pay L. M. Crooks, of Titus county, for holding inquest 
of Ed Rosseau and S. F. Wolf, Si ate convi(*ts, at $5 each. 10 00 

To pay John B. Reagan, sheriflF of Cherokee county, for ser- 
vices rendered the State in the case of State of Texas vs. 
Wall and others, charged with murder, in district court of 
San Augustine county, Texas llfi 90 

To pay A. B. McDowell for expenses and fees in conveying 
attached witness from Edna, in Jackson county, to San 
Marcos, in Hays county, on the 3rd day of March, 1900 . . 27 85 

To pay H. B. Gibbs, sheriff of Mason county, for expenses 
and fees in conveying three attached witnesses by special 
order of court from Mason county to Fredericksburg, in 
Gillespie county, on the 21st of September, 1899 36 00 

To purchase a portrait of General Lorenzo DeZavala, first 
Vice-President of the Republic of Texas, and that said 
picture be hung in the Senate chamber on the right of the 
President's chair .^ 500 00 

For fencing and beautifying San Jacinto battle grounds, to 

be expended under the direction of the Governor. ...*.... 1,000 00 

For the purpose of having executed in marble the plaster 
casts of Sam Houston and Stephen F. Austin, donated to 
the State of Texas by Elizabet Ney; provided, the Gov- 
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emor is hereby authorized to contract with Elizabet Ney 
for such work and is authorized to place such statues in 
the capitol of the State; and provided further, that this 

appropriation shall not lapse for two years ; .$ 8,000 00 

Sec. 2. All buildings for the erection and equipment of which appro- 
priations have been made under this act, and all improvements of and 
repairing of any public building shall be erected and made under the 
direction, management and supervision of honest and competent archi- 
tects, who shall be appointed by the Governor, and whose salary shall 
be deducted from the respective appropriations made for such purposes; 
and it shall be unlawful for the Comptroller of Public Accounts to 
issue any warrants on the treasury, and for the Treasurer to pay any 
sucli Avarrants for the erection of any of the public buildings herein 
provided for, or for any such improvements of or repairing to any public 
building except upon an itemized statement of such expenditures, 
approved by the Governor, which itemized statement shall be filed and 
kept by the Comptroller for public inspection; and provided further, 
that a duplicate certified copy of the plans, specifications and estimates 
used in the erection or improvement af any of said buildings shall be 
filed with and kept by the Secretary of State in his office for public 
inspection. 

Sec. 3. Provided, however, that with the exception of the appropria^ 
tion made for the account of the State penitentiary and Assistant 
Attorney General, that the Comptroller of Public Accounts is hereby 
instructed to draw no warrants against any appropriation made for the 
various State institutions and departments of this State unless an item- 
ized statement, under oath, be filed as a voucher in office of said Comp- 
troller. 

Sec. 4. It is hereby required of each and every institution of this 
State to keep an itemized accoun/b and record of all moneys received 
from sales of all property, products, animals and leases of property; and 
the managers, presidents and superintendents of all such institutions 
shall cause to be made semi-annually to the Comptroller of Public Ac- 
counts an itemized statement, showing all such sales and moneys received 
therefrom and from such leases; provided, that the Superintendent of 
Penitentiaries and the Kegents of the University shall not be required 
to do more than is at present provided by law, and they are exempt from 
the operation of this section. 

Sec. 5. The fact that there is no appropriation for the support of the 
State government from March 1, 1901, to August 31, 1901, creates an 
emergency and an imperative public necessity that the constitutional 
rule requiring bills to be read on three several days be suspended, and 
that this act take effect from and after its passage, and it is so enacted. 

[IsToTE. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
House of Eepresentatives by two-thirds vote, yeas 95, nays 13 ; and was 
reported to the Senate, where same was amended and passed by two- 
thirds vote, yeas 20, nays 3 ; Free Conference Committee report adopted 
by House by two-thirds vote, yeas 83, nays 24, and was adopted by the 
Senate, no vote given.] 

Approved April 12, 1901. 
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FRATERNAL BENEFICIARY SOCIETIES— AMENDMENT TO 

LAW OF. 

S. H. B. No. 124.] Chapter LXXXVI. 

An Act to amend Section 6 of an act entitled "An Act to define and regulate 
fraternal beneficiary societies, orders or associations; to prescribe the terms 
and conditions on which such societies organized under the laws of other 
States or those doing business in other States may be permitted to do business 
in Texas; and to define the duties of the Commissioner of Insurance in this 
State in relation thereto; providing for the incorporation ' of societies," being" 
Chapter 115 of the General Laws, passed by the Twenty-sixth Legislature at 
its Regular Session; and declaring an emergency. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
That Section 6 of the above recited act be and the same is hereby 
amended so as to hereafter read as follows : 

Section 6. Any such association refusing or neglecting to make the 
report provided for in this act, (or that shall fail to pay any valid final 
judgment rendered against it in any of the courts of this State within 
sixty days after the rendition thereof), shall be excluded from doing' 
business within this State. Said Commissioner of Insurance must with- 
in sixty days after failure to make such report, or in case any such asso- 
ciation shall exceed its powers, or shall conduct its business fraudulently, 
or shall fail for a period of sixty days to pay oif any valid final judgment 
which may be rendered against it in any of the courts of this State, or 
shall fail to comply with any of the provisions of this act, give notice in 
writing to the Attorney General, who shall immediately commence an 
action against any such association to enjoin the same from carrying on 
any business. in this State; and no injunction against any such associa- 
tion shall be granted by any court except on application of the Attorney 
(reneral, after the request of the Commissioner of Insurance, whether 
the State or a member or other party seeks relief. No association so 
enjoined shall continue business until such report shall be made (nor 
until such valid final judgment shall be paid) or overt act or violation 
complained of shall have been corrected, nor until the costs of such action 
be paid by it ; provided, the courts shall find that such association was in 
default as charged, whereupon the Commissioner of Insurance shall rein- 
state such association, and not until then shall such association be 
allowed to again do business in this State. 

Sec. 2. The fact that there is no law in this State regulating frater- 
nal beneficiary associations, whereby such associations may be compelled 
to pay judgments rendered against them in the courts of this State, 
thereby causing inconvenience to a large number of people, creates an 
emergency and an imperative public necessity requiring that the consti- 
tutional rule which requires bills to be read on three several days in each 
house be suspended and that this act take effect and be in force from and 
after its passage, and it is so enacted. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
House of Eepresentatives, no vote given, and passed the Senate by two- 
thirds vote, yeas 22, nays 0.] 

Approved April 15, 1901. 

Takes effect 90 days after adjournment. 
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WAREHOUSES AXD WAREHOUSEMEN— PROVIDING FOR 
THE REGULATION OF. 

11. B. No. 385.J Chapter LXXXVII. 

An Act to define public warehousemen and public warehouses, and to regulate 
the business of public warehousemen, public warehouses, and the issuance of 
public warehouse receipts; and to define and punish violations of this act. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
That all persons, firms, companies or corporations who shall receive cot- 
ton, tobacco, wheat, rye, oate, rice, whisky, oil, or any kind of produce, 
wares, merchandise, or any description of personal property in store for 
hire, under the provisions of this act, shall be deemed and taken to be 
public warehousemen, and all warehouses which shall be owned or con- 
trolled, conducted and managed in accordance with the provisions of 
this act, shall be deemed and taken to be public warehouses; provided, 
that a public warehouse for the storage of cotton may, within the mean- 
ing of this act, include a lot or parcel of land inclosed with a lawful 
fence, the gates or entrances to which shall be kept securely locked at 
night. 

Sec. 2. That the owner, proprietor, lessee or manager of any public 
warehouse, whether an individual, firm or corporation, before transacting 
any businescs in such public warehouse, shall procure from the county 
clerk of the county in which the warehouse or warehouses are situated, a 
certificate that he is transacting business as a public warehouseman 
under the laws of the State of Texas, which certificate shall be issued by 
said clerk upon a written application, setting forth the location and 
name of such warehouse or warehouses, and the name of each person, 
individual, or a member of the firm, interested as owner or principal in 
the management of the same ; or if the warehouse is owned or managed 
by a corporation, the names of the president, secretary and treasurer of 
such corporation shall be stated, which application shall be received and 
filed by such clerk and preserved in his office; and the said certificate 
shall give authority to carry on and conduct the business of a public 
warehouse within the meaning of this act, and shall be revokable only 
by the district court of the county in which the warehouse or warehouses 
are situated, upon a proceeding before the court, on complaint by written 
petition of any person, setting forth the particular violation of the law, 
and upon process, procedure and. proof, as in other civil cases. The 
person receiving a certificate as herein provided for, shall file with the 
county clerk granting same, a bond payable to the State of Texas, with 
good and sufficient surety, to be approved by said clerk, in the penal sum 
of five thousand dollars ($5000), conditioned for the faithful perform- 
ance of his duty as a public warehouseman, Which said bond shall be 
filed and preserved in the office of such clerk. 

Sec. 3. That on application of the owner or depositor of the prop- 
erty stored in a public warehouse, the warehouseman shall issue over his 
own signature, or that of his duly authorized agent, a public warehouse 
receipt therefor, to the order of the person entitled thereto, which receipt 
shall purport to be issued by a public warehouse, shall bear date of the 
day of its issue, and shall state upon its face the name of the ware- 
house and its location, the description, quantity, number and marks of 
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the property stored, and the date on which it was originally received in 
warehouse, and tliat it is deliverable upon the return of the receipt prop- 
erly endorsed by the person to whose order it was issued, and on payment 
of all charges for storage. All such receipts shall be numbered consecu- 
tively, in the order of their issue, and when such receipt is for cotton, 
the receipt shall state whether the cotton therein described is exposed 
to the weather or is under shelter; and a correct record of such receipts 
shall be kept in a well bound book which shall be, at all reasonable hours, 
open to examination by any interested person, and no two receipts bear- 
ing the same number shall be issued from the same warehouse during the 
same year, nor shall any duplicate receipt be issued, except in the case 
of a lost or destroyed receipt, in which case the new receipt shall bear 
the same date and number as the original, and shall be plainly marked 
on its face "Duplicate^^ ; and provided that no such duplicate receipt 
shall be issued by the public warehouseman, until adequate security 
acceptable to the warehouseman, be deposited with or to the order of 
said warehouseman, to protect the party or parties who may finally hold 
the original receipt in good faith and.for a valuable consideration. 

Sec. 4. That no public warehouse receipt shall be issued, except upon 
the actual previous delivery of the goods into the public warehouse or on 
the premises and under the control of the public warehouseman by whom 
it purports to be issued, and the name of the warehouse shall invariably 
be specified in such receipt. 

Sec. 5. That on the presentation and return to the warehouseman of 
any public warehouse receipt issued by him and properly endorsed, and 
the tender of all proper warehouse charges upon the property represented 
by it, such property shall be delivered immediately to the holder of such 
receipt ; but no public warehouseman who shall issue a receipt for goods, 
shall under any circumstances or upon any order or guarantee whatso- 
ever, deliver the property for which receipts have been issued, until the 
said receipt shall have been surrendered and canceled, except in case of 
lost receipts, as provided for in Section 3 hereof, and in default of the 
strict compliance with the provisions of this section of .this act, he shall 
be held liable to the legal holder of the receipt for the full value of the 
property therein described, as it appeared on the day of the default, and 
shall, furthermore, be liable to the special penalty herein provided. 
Upon delivery of the goods from the warehouse upon any receipt, such 
receipt shall be plainly marked in ink across its face with the word "can- 
celed,^^ with the name of the person canceling the same, and shall there- 
after be void, and shall not again be put in circulation. 

Sec. 6. That no public warehouseman shall insert in the public ware- 
house receipt issued by him any language limiting or modifying his lia- 
bilities or responsibilities as imposed by the laws o£ this State, excepting, 
"not accountable for leakage or depreciation," or words of like import 
and meaning. 

Sec. 7. That the receipt issued against property stored in public 
warehouses, as herein provided for, shall be negotiable and transferable 
by endorsement in blank or by special endorsement, and delivery in the 
same manner and to the same extent as bills of exchange and promissory 
notes now are, without other 'formality, and the transferee or holder of 
such public warehouse receipt shall be considered and held as the actual 
and exclusive owner, to all intents and purposes, of the property therein 
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described, subject only to the lien and privilege of the public warehouse- 
man for storage and other warehouse charges; provided, however, that 
all such public warehouse receipts as shall have the words "not negoti- 
able'*'' plainly written or stamped on the face thereof, shall be exempt 
from the provisions of this section ; and provided further, that no public 
warehouseman shall issue warehouse receipts against his own property 
in his own warehouse, but upon sale of such property in good faith, 
may issue to the purchaser his public warehouse receipt in form and 
manner as herein provided, which issue and delivery of the receipt shall 
be deemed to complete the sale, and shall constitute the purchaser full 
owner, as aforesaid, of the property therein described. Nothing in this 
last clause shall be construed to exempt the issuer of said receipt for his 
own goods in his own public warehouse, from complying with and being 
subject, in all respects, to all other sections and provisions of this act. 

Sec. 8. That any public warehouseman who violates any of the pro- 
visions of this act shall be deemed guilty of criminal offense, and upon 
indictment and conviction thereof shall be punished by fine in any sum 
not exceeding five thousand dollars, or imprisonment in the State peni- 
tentiary not exceeding two years, or by both such fine and imprisonment. 
And every and all persons aggrieved by the violations aforesaid, shall 
have the right to maintain an action against the person or persons, cor- 
poration or corporations, so violating any of the provisions of this act, 
for the recovery of damages which he or they may have sustained by rea- 
son of such violation aforesaid, before any court of competent jurisdic- 
tion, whether such person or persons so violating shall have been convicted 
of criminal offense under this act or not. 

Sec. 9. That nothing in this act shall be construed to apply to pri- 
vate warehouses or to the issue of receipts by their owners or managers 
under existing laws, or to prohibit public warehousemen from issuing 
such receipts as are now issued by private warehousemen under existing 
laws, provided, that such private warehouse receipts issued by public 
warehousemen shall never be written on a form or blank indicating that 
it is issued from a public warehouse, but shall, on the contrary, bear on 
its face in large characters the words, "Not a public warehouse receipt.'^ 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
House of Eepresentatives, no vote given ; and passed the Senate, no vote 
given.] 

Approved April 15, 1901. 

Takes effect 90 days after adjournment. 



UNSURVEYED SCHOOL LANDS— SALE OF. 

H. B. No. 98.] Chapter LXXXVIII. 

An Act to amend Section 6, Chapter 11, Acts of the Twenty-sixth Legislature, 
passed at the First Called SessiCh, known as S. S. B. No. 2, and approved 
February 23, 1900, relating to the sale of unsurveyed seliool land. 

Section 1. Be it enacted hy the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
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That Section 6, of Chapter 11, General Laws of the Twenty-sixth Legis- 
lature, First Called Session, be amended to read as follows, towit : 

Section 6. Any person desiring to purchase any portion of the land 
herein appropriated to the public school fund out of a tract containing 
2,560 acres or less in the counties named in Section 3 of. said act, of 
February 23, 1900, or out of any sized tract in any county in the State 
other than those named in said Section 3, shall first make to the surveyor 
of the county or district in which the land, or a part thereof, is situated, 
written application, signed and sworn to by the said applicant, giving 
his postoffice address, and designating the land he desires to purchase 
by metes and bounds, as near as practicable, and stating that he desires 
to have said lands surveyed with the intention of purchasing the same, 
and that he ie not acting in collusion with or attempting to acquire said 
land for any other person, stating therein whether or not he is claiming 
any preference right to purchase, and the nature of such preference 
right. It shall be the duty of the surveyor to file and record such appli- 
cation, and within sixty days of the filing thereof, to survey said land in 
accordance with the directions of the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office, into a section or sections, of one mile square each, whenever prac- 
ticable, in case one or more sections are applied for ; and in all cases such 
land shall be surveyed in a square or rectangular shape whenever prac- 
ticable, and within thirty days of the date of said survey the surveyor 
shall certify to, record and plat the field notes of the same and return 
same and the application to the General Land Office, and he shall state 
whether or not the land is agricultural, grazing or timbered, and if tim- 
bered the probable value of the land. The applicant shall pay to the 
surveyor one dollar for filing and recording said application, and shall 
pay such other fees as are now or may provided by law for surveying 
lands. If the Commissioner of the General Land Office finds that the 
field notes are correct, and that the survey has been made according to 
law, he shall at once approve and file said field notes, and classify and 
value the land as the law requires, and notify, by mail, the applicant that 
the land is on the market, for sale, stating the classification and value 
thereof, and within sixty days of the mailing of said notice the appli- 
cant shall make application and affidavit to purchase said land, describe 
said land sought to be purchased in accordance with the field notes 
approved by the Commissioner of the General Land Office and make first 
payment to^ the State Treasurer, and execute his obligation for the 
unpaid purchase money in the manner provided by law for surveyed 
Rchool lands ; provided, if the lands sought to be purchased are detached 
lands, as defined in Section 5 of this act, the affidavit shall not be 
required to state that he desires the same for a home or that he i& 
actually settled thereon. If, on the expiration of sixty days from the 
giving of notice of classification and valuation, the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office shall not have received the application to purchase 
such lands as herein provided, then he shall place said lands on the 
market for sale as other surveyed school lands ; provided, that where any 
of said lands have been surveyed prior to January 1, 1901, upon applica- 
tion to purchase and survey under said Act of February 23, 1900, and 
the field notes have been recorded by the surveyor said field notes may 
be recognized and accepted by the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office, except where in conflict with older surveys, upon the filing of 
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either the original field notes or certified copies of record of such sur- 
veys; provided further, that the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office shall in making sales of such lands carry out the preference right 
provisions of Section 7 of said Act of February 23, 1900; provided fur- 
ther, that all tracts or parcels of unsurveyed school lands containing six 
hundred and forty acres, or less, and which are now or may hereafter 
become detached from other public lands, shall be sold, at not less than 
one dollar per acre cash, without the conditions of actual settlement, as 
now provided by law relating to the sale of other public school lands, or 
to actual settlers on the same terms and conditions that surveyed lands 
are sold to actual settlers. This proviso, however, shall not apply to 
school lands lying west of the 97th meridian of longitude. 

Sec. 2. Whereas, many citizens have gone upon the lands above 
referred to, established their homes and made valuable improvements 
believing that the same were on the market for sale and that the county 
surveyors were authorized under the act of February 23, 1900, to make 
such surveys, creates an emergency and an imperative public necessity, 
that the constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three several 
days be suspended, and the same is hereby suspended, and that this act 
take effect and be in force from and after its passage, and it is so enacted. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
House of Representatives, no vote given ; and was reported to the Senate 
where it was amended and passed, no vote given; House concurred in 
Senate amendments, no vote given.] 

Approved April 15, 1901. 

Takes e^ect 90 days after adjournment. 



EAILWAY CROSSINGS— AUTHORIZING RAILROAD COMMIS- 
SION TO REGULATE. 

S. B. No. 166.] Chapter LXXXIX. 

An Act to authorize, require and empower the Railroad Commission of the State 
of Texas to regulate railways crossing each other ; to provide for interlocking, 
or other safety appliances or devices of equal security, to prevent trains collid- 
ing at such crossings, and to provide a penalty for refusal to comply with the 
provisions of this act ; and to repeal all laws and parts of laws in conflict with 
this act. 

Be it enacted hy the Legislature of the State of Texas: 

Section 1. That where it should become necessary for the track of 
one railroad company to cross the track of another railroad company, it 
shall be the duty of the Railroad Commission of the State of Texas to 
ascertain and define by its decree the mode of such crossings which will 
occasion the least probable injury upon the rights of the company own- 
ing the road which is intended to be crossed; and if it should appear to 
the said Commission that it is reasonable and practicable to avoid a 
grade crossing said Commission shall by its order prevent the same. 

Sec. 2. That in any case where the tracks of two or more railways 
cross each other at a common grade in this State it shall be the duty of 
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such railroad company to protect such crossings by interlocking or other 
safety devices and regulations to be designated by the Eailroad Commis- 
sion of Texas, to prevent trains colliding at such crossings; provided, 
that all railway companies in this State shall have one year after the 
passage of this bill, in which to comply with the provisions hereof. 

Sec. 3. In case any railway company shall hereafter seek to cross at 
grades with its track or tracks, the track or tracks of another railroad, 
the railroad seeking to cross at grade shall be compelled to interlock, or 
protect such crossings by safety devices to be designated by the Railroad 
Commission and to pay all costs of appliances together with the expense 
of putting them in; provided, that this act shall not apply to crossings 
of side tracks. 

Sec. 4. Whenever interlocking or other safety devices are constructed 
and maintained in good order to the satisfaction of the Railroad Com- 
mission in compliance with Sections 2 and 3 of this act, then and in that 
case it shall be lawful for the engines and trains of such railroad or rail- 
roads to pass over such crossings without stopping. 

Sec. 5. Any company, corporation, receiver, or person operating any 
railroad who shall refuse or neglect to comply with any order made by 
the said Railroad Commission in pursuance with the terms of this act 
shall forfeit and pay to the State of Texas a penal sum of five hundred 
dollars per week for each week of such refusal and neglect, which said 
sum may be recovered in suit or suits to be brought by the Attorney 
General of the State of Texas in the name of the State of Texas, upon 
duly verified information of such refusal and neglect, by any such rail- 
way company being lodged with said Attorney General by the said Rail- 
road Commission. 

Sec. 6. All laws and parts of laws in conflict with the provisions of 
'this act are hereby repealed. The near approach of the end of the pres- 
ent session and the crowded condition of the calendar creates an emer- 
gency and an imperative public necessity that the constitutional rule 
requiring bills to be read on three several days be suspended and said 
rule is hereby suspended. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
Senate, no vote given, and was reported to the House of Representatives 
where same was amended and passed, no vote given ; Senate concurred in 
House amendments, no vote given.] 

Approved April 15, 1901. 

Takes effect 90 days after adjournment. 



PUBLIC WEIGHERS— AMENDMENT. 
H. B.No. 296.] Chapter XC. 

An Act to amend Articles 675 and 576 of Chapter 6, Title XIV, of the Penal 
'Code of the State of Texas, relating to public weigher^ and to persons weigh- 
ing for the public, and to punish such persons for using false balances or 
instruments for weighing, and for fraudulently giving a wrong weight or certi- 
fying to a wrong weight, and to prescribe a penalty for violating same. 

Sectiox 1. Be it enacted hy the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
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That Articles 575 and 576, Chapter 6, Title XIV, of the Penal Code of 
the State of Texas, be so amended so as to read as follows, towit : 

Article 575. If any person is elected or appointed public weigher 
xinder the laws of this State, or if any person, whomsoever who is 
engaged in the business of weighing for the public and who holds him- 
self out to weigh for the public shall fraudulently use any false balances, 
scales or instruments for weighing or shall, in the exercise of his duty as 
such public weigher, or as such weigher for the public, fraudulently give 
the wrong weight of any article whatever weighed by him, he shall be 
punished by fine of not less than one hundred dollars nor more than five 
hundred dollars, or by imprisonment in the county jail not to exceed one 
year. 

Article 576. If any public weigher in this State, or his deputy, or if 
any person, whomsoever, who is engaged in the business of weighing for 
the public, or who holds himself out to weigh for the public shall wil- 
fully or fraudulently certify to or sign any false weight of cotton, sugar, 
wool, hides or other commodity, he shall be punished by a fine of not less 
than $25.00 nor more than $100.00. 

Sec. 2. The fact that there is no adequate penalty for using false 
instruments, or for giving false certificates of weight, and the crowded 
condition of the calendar, creates an emergency and an imperative pub- 
lic necessity justifying the suspension of the constitutional rule requir- 
ing bills to be read on three several days, and it is so suspended ; and that 
this act take eif ect und be in force from and after its passage, and it is 
so enacted. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
House of Kepresentatives, no vote given, and was reported to the Senate 
where same was amended and passed, no vote given; House concurred in 
Senate amendments, no vote given.] 

Approved April 15, 1901. 

Takes effect 90 days after adjournment. 



RAILEOAD BONDS. 

S. B. No. 298.] Chapter XCI. 

An Act further regulating the amendment of charters of corporations incorpo- 
rated for the purpose of constructing, owning, maintaining and operating 
railroads, and providing for the making of extensions thereof, and branch lines 
thereof, under and by virtue of such amendments and regulating the issuance 
of stocks and bonds to pay for the construction of such extensions and branch 
lines and terminal facilities, and to prohibit the attachment of liens thereto- 
fore existing upon the property of such extensions and branch lines and termi- 
nal properties, and to provide the manner and means of accomplishing such 
purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 

Section 1. That any corporation incorporated for the purpose of 
constructing, owning, maintaining and operating a railroad under the 
laws of this State and which now owns a line of railway already con- 

17-G. L. 
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structed, which has ouftstanding stocks and also outstanding bonds 
secured by a mortgage lien upon its property, or by any other character 
of lien, may amend its charter in accordance with Chapter 1, Title 
XCIV, of the Revised Statutes of the State of Texas, and in accordance 
with the Constitution and laws of this State, and may provide by such 
amendment for the making of any extension or extensions or branch line 
or lines that it may desire to construct and may issue stocks and bonds, 
or bonds, in an amount equal to the reasonable value of such extension 
or extensions or such branch line or lines and such terminal properties 
as it may acquire, the same to be issued in accordance with the provisions 
of Chapter 14, Title XCIV, of the Revised Statutes of the State of 
Texas, and the Railroad Commission of the State of Texas is hereby 
empowered to authorize the execution and issuance of such stocks and 
bonds, or bonds, and in determining the right to issue such stock and 
bonds, said Commission shall not consider the amount of outstanding 
stock or indebtedness or bonds previously issued and secured by hen 
upon the property of such corporation theretofore constructed ; provided, 
that any existing mortgages or liens upon the property of such corpo- 
ration constructed or owned prior to the time of making such amend- 
ment of its charter and to the construction of such extension or exten- 
sions or branch line or lines, or to the acquiring of such terminal proper- 
ties, shall not attach to or become a lien upon the extension or exten- 
sions, branch line or lines, or terminal properties constructed or acquired 
under such amended charter. 

Sec. 2. This act shall not be so construed as to in any wise repeal or 
impair the provisions of Chapter 14, Title XCIV Revised Statutes of 
the State of Texas, or any other statute of the State, except in so far as 
the same may be changed by the provisions of this act. 

Sec. 3. Whereas there is no provision in the Statutes of the State 
of Texas, whereby an extension either of the main line or branch line of 
an existing railway can be provided for and stock and bonds issued for 
constructing the same, on many of the railways of this State there exists 
an imperative public necessity and emergency for the suspension of the 
constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three several days in 
each house, and said rule is therefore suspended and this bill shall take 
effect and be in force from and after its passage and it is so hereby 
enacted. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
Senate by two-thirds vote, yeas 31, nays 0, and passed the House of Rep- 
resentatives by two-thirds vote, yeas 98, nays 0.] 

Approved April 15, 1901. 

Became a law April 15, 1901. 



RAILROADS— VALIDATING CHARTERS OF. 

H. B. No. 379.] Chapter XCII. 

An Act to amend Article 4366, of the Revised Civil Statutes of the State of 
Texas, and to validate all charter amendments in accordance with this article 
as amended. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 



1901,] GENERAL LAWS OF TEXAS. 259 

That Article 4365 of the Kevised Civil Statutes of the State of Texas, 
be and the same is hereby amended so that the same shall hereafter read 
as follows: 

Article 4365. Any railroad company may by its original articles of 
incorporation, or by its amendments to its charter project and provide 
for the locating, constructing, owning and operating of branch lines from 
any points on its main line or from any points on its branch line (con- 
structed or projected) to any other points making an angle of at least 
twenty-five degrees in the general course from the maia line (if the 
branch commence from the same) or from the branch line if it commence 
at a point on the same; provided, that the same may commence at the 
terminus of a branch line and continue in its general course; and may 
by amendment to its charter, provide for the continuation in its general 
course of the main line; that any and all amendments of charters, acts 
or articles of incoiporation approved by the Attorney General of the 
State, or his lawful representative, by which any branch railroad or rail- 
roads has or have been constructed in accordance with the provisions of 
this article as herein provided are authorized, validated, sanctioned and 
confirmed, to the same extent as though this article had always read as 
now amended. 

Sec. 2. The fact that there is now no clear and adequate provision 
for the construction of branch lines of railroads, creates an emergency 
and an imperative public necessity requiring the suspension of the con- 
stitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three several days, and the 
same is hereby suspended and that this act shall take effect from and 
* after its passage. 

[J^OTE. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
House of Representatives, no vote given ; and passed the Senate, no vote 
given.] 

Approved April 15, 1901. 

Takes effect 90 days after adjournment. 



PUBLIC SCHOOLS— CUERICULUM OF. 
S. B. No. 37.] Chapter XCIII. 

An Act to amend Article 3909a, Title 86, Chapter 7, of the Revised Statutes of 
1896, relating to the public school curriculum. 

B'e it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 

That Chapter 7, Title 86^ Article 3909a be amended so as to read as 
follows : 

Article 3909a. All public schools in this State shall be required to 
have taught in them orthography, reading in English, penmanship, 
arithmetic, English grammar, modern geography, composition, physi- 
ology and hygiene, including the effects of alcoholic stimulants and nar- 
cotics on the human system, mental arithmetic, Texas history. United 
States history and civil government, and other branches as may be agreed 
on by the trustees or directed by the State Superintendent. 
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[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
Senate, no vote given; and was reported to the House of Eepresentatives 
where same was amended and passed; the Senate refused to concur in 
House amendments and asked for Free Conference Committee: the 
report of the Free Conference Committee was adopted by the Senate by 
two-thirds vote, yeas 26, nays ; and was adopted by the House no vote 
given.] 

Approved April 16, 1901. 

Takes effect 90 days after adjournment. 



SCHOOL LANDS— EXTENDING TIME OF PAYMENT FOR IN 

BRAZOEIA, FOET BEND, WALLEE, HAEEIS 

AND MATAGOEDA COUNTIES. 

H. B. No. 136.] Chapter XCIV. 

An Act to provide relief for purchasers of school lands in Wharton, Brazoria, 
Waller, Fort Bend, Harris and Matagorda counties, by relieving such pur- 
chasers from the payment of principal and interest for a period of two years. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
That the purchasers of school lands located in the counties of Wharton, 
Brazoria, Waller, Fort Bend, Harris and Matagorda be and the same 
are hereby g^ranted an extension of two years on the pa3rment of principal 
and interest thereon, now due and to become due and payable within 
said two years, dating from January 1, 1900. 

Sec. 2. That under this act it is provided that no school lands situ- 
ated in said counties of Wharton, Brazoria, Waller, Fort Bend, Harris 
and Matagorda shall be forfeited for a failure to pay, when due, of any 
sum of principal or interest due, or to become due thereon during such 
term of two years. 

Sec. 3. That upon the expiration of said two years the yearly prin- 
cipal and interest on said school lands shall be payable as is now pro- 
vided by law, it being the intention of this act to defer annual payments 
of principal and interest on such lands for said term of two years. 

Sec. 4. Whereas by reason of the recent calamities Buffered by the 
purchasers of school lands in said counties of Wharton, Brazoria, Waller, 
Fort Bend, Harris and Matagorda, rendering them unable to meet the 
deferred payments of principal and interest thereon, and thereby creat- 
ing an emergency and imperative public necessity requiring that the con- 
stitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three several days be sus- 
pended and said rule is so suspended and this act shall take effect and 
be in force from and after its passage, and it is so enacted. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
House o'f Eepresentatives, no vote given ; and was reported to the Senate 
where same was amended and passed, no vote given ; House concurred in 
Senate amendments, no vote given.] 

Approved April 17, 1901. 

Takes effect 90 days after adjournment. 
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MIEK PKISONEBS— APPROPRIATION TO ERECT VAULT FOB 

REMAINS OF. 

H. B. No. 206.] Chapter XCV. 

An Act to appropriate one thousand dollars to erect a vault for the deposit of 
the remains of the Mier prisoners. * 

Whereas, The remains of the Mier prisoners, who were massacred dur- 
ing the war of Texas with Mexico, were many years ago, deposited in a 
concrete vault near LaGrange in Fayette county ; and 

Whereas, Said vault has fallen to pieces, and portions of said remains 
are being scattered upon the ground, and are being carried away as sou- 
venirs by many people who visit said vault; therefore, 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
That the sum of one thousand dollars be and the same is hereby appro- 
priated out of any money belonging to the general revenue of the State 
of Texas not otherwise appropriated, or so much thereof as may be nec- 
essary, for the purpose of erecting a vault at or near LaGrange, Fayette 
county, for the deposit of said remains, und that the Superintendent of 
Public Buildings and Grounds be and he is hereby authorized and 
empowered to contract for the erection of said vault, said contract to be 
approved by the Governor, and when said contract shall have been com- 
pleted according to contract, the Superintendent of Public Buildings and 
Grounds shall receive the same, and the Comptroller is hereby author- 
ized to draw warrants for the payment of the expenses incurred in the 
erection of said vault, when said claims have been approved by the Super- 
intendent of Public Buildings and Grounds, and by the Governor. 

Sec. 2. The Superintendent of Public Buildings and Grounds is 
hereby authorized and empowered to act in concert with a committee of 
three citizens of LaGrange, Fayette county, Texas, to be selected and 
appointed by the Governor, on erecting said vault; provided, that no 
such committee is to be appointed by the Governor unless the citizens of 
Fayette county shall have first deposited with said Superintendent the 
sum of one thousand dollars to be used in erecting a monument in con- 
nection with said vault. 

Sec 3. The facts stated in the preamble of this bill create an emer- 
gency requiring that this act take effect and be in force from and after 
its passage, and it is so enacted. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
House of Eepresentatives, no vote given ; and passed the Senate by two- 
thirds vote, yeas 26, nays 0.] 

Approved April 17, 1901. 

Takes effect 90 days after adjournment. 
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UNLAWFUL SALE OF INTOXICATING LIQUOR— AMEND- 
MENT TO LAW OF. 

H. B. No. 371.] Chapter XCVI. 

An Act to amend Chapter 6, Title XI, of the Penal Code of the State of Texas, 
by adding thereto Article 402a, relating to C. 0. D. shipments of intoxicating 
liquors into any county, justice precinct, city or town, or subdivision, in which 
sale thereof is prohibited by law; declaring same to be a sale at the place of 
delivery, and declaring a sale to be made at the point where orders are solic- 
ited in territory where the sale of intoxicating liquor is prohibited if the same 
be subsequently filled. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
That Chapter 6, Title XI, of the Penal Code of the State of Texas, be 
amended by adding thereto Article' 402a, and that the same shall read 
as follows : 

Article 402a. That in all contracts of sale and shipment of intoxi- 
cating liquor from any point in this State to any other point within 
this State located in any county, justice precinct, city or town, or subdi- 
vision in which the sale of intoxicating liquor has been prohibited under 
the laws of this State, where the terms of said contract is C. 0. D. or 
"Collect on Delivery,^^ that the same is and shall be a sale at the point 
where said goods are delivered and paid for; and provided further that 
where orders are solicited for intoxicating liquor in any territory within 
this State, where the Sale of intoxicating liquor has been prohibited by 
law and such order is subsequently filled, the sale shall be construed to 
have been made at the place where such order was solicited. 

Sec. 2. Whereas, there is now no law adequately regulating the sale 
of intoxicating liquor in territory where the sale of intoxicating liquor 
is prohibited by law, creates an emergency and an imperative public 
necessity that the constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three 
several days b.e suspended and that said rule is hereby suspended and 
this act take effect and be in force from and after its passage and it is so 
enacted. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
House of Representatives, no vote given ; and was reported to the Senate, 
where same was amended and passed, no vote given ; House concurred in 
Senate amendments, no vote given.] 

Approved April 17, 1901. 

Takes effect 90 days after adjournment. 



BRAZOEIA COUNTY— AID OF. 
H. B. No. 409.] Chapter XCVII. 

An Act to aid Brazoria county, Texas, by supplementing the road and bridge 
fund by donating and granting to it the State ad valorem and three-fourths 
of the occupation taxes collected upon property and persons in said county for 
a period of two years; and providing for a proper transfer to said fund. 

Whereas, on the 8th day of September, A. D. 1900, there occurred in 
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the county of Brazoria, State of Texas, a great public calamity, same 
being a most terrible and destructive cyclone, or hurricane, and attended 
by overflowing streams, such as never occurred before in the memory of 
the oldest inhabitant, which, within a few hours, entirely destroyed or 
wrecked every dwelling or business house, school house or church, all 
houses, sheds, fences, bridges and culverts throughout said county; and 

Whereas, this great calamity was preceded in July, 1899, by a calami- 
tous overflow in the Brazos river, which swept through the heart of Bra- 
zoria county, twenty-five miles wide, completely destroying and washing 
away a large number of bridges, some of which were the most costly in 
said Brazoria, county, and over the largest streams, which had required a 
great period of years to accumulate a sufficient fund to construct said 
bridges out of the road and bridge fund of said Brazoria county ; and as 
a result of these two great calamities said Brazoria county is practically 
bankrupt; and having no road and bridge fund out of which to repair and 
rebuild the bridges of said Brazoria county; and the rebuilding of said 
bridges is an imperative and urgent necessity, and cannot be dispensed 
with by the people of Brazoria county ; therefore. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, by the Legislature of the State of Teooas: 
That the net amount of all moneys received by the State from the State 
ad valorem and three-fourths of the occupation taxes collected upon prop- 
erty and from persons in the county of Brazoria, Texas, for a period of 
two years from January 1st, 1901, be and the same are hereby donated 
and granted to the county of Brazoria, for the purpose of aiding said 
county, by supplementing its road and bridge fund, in order to enable 
said county to repair and rebuild the bridges of said county. 

Sec. 2. The Comptroller of the State shall keep proper accounts of 
all ad valorem and occupation taxes collected in said county and each 
month as said taxes are collected they shall be remitted to the county 
treasurer of Brazoria county, Texas, and the amount of said taxes herein 
provided for shall be placed to the credit of the road and bridge fund of 
said county, and become a part thereof, and shall be subject to the Gen- 
eral Laws governing the expenditure of all road and bridge funds. 

[N'OTE. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
House of Representatives, no vote given ; and was reported to the Senate 
where same was amended and passed, no vote given ; House concurred in 
Senate amendments, no vote given.] 

Approved April 17, 1901. 

Takes effect dO days after adjournment. 



COTTON— TRACING ILLEGALLY DISPOSED OF. 

H. B. No. 432.] Chaptek XCVIII. 

An Act to facilitate the tracing of stolen or illegally disposed of cotton. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
That hereafter every person, firm, corporation or association of persons 
owning, controlling or operating a public cotton gin in this State, shall 
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keep or caused to be kept a public record of all cotton brought to them 
for ginning and packing. Such record shall correctly show the amount 
of cotton received, date of its receipt, by whom brought to the gin and 
the name or names of the party or parties claiming to own the same. 

Sec. 2. That said ginner after ginning and packing said cotton shall 
place or cause to be placed on each bale of cotton the initials of the party 
or parties claiming to own said cotton, under which he shall place some 
private ginners mark, all of which shall be put upon record in the book 
before mentioned. 

Sec. 3. That hereafter every person, firm, corporation or association 
of persons who shall buy cotton in this State, shall not change alter or 
deface the marks and brands on such cotton. 

Sec. 4. That any person, firm corporation or associatioij of persons 
failing, neglecting or refusing to comply with any of the provisions of 
this act shall be punished by a fine in any sum not more than twenty-five 
dollars. 

Sec. 6. The fact that there is now no statute providing for the trac- 
ing and identification of stolen or illegally disposed of cotton, creates an 
emergency and an imperative public necessity, that the constitutional 
rule requiring bill to be read on three several days be suspended and that 
this act take effect from and after its passage, and it is so enacted. 

[N"0TE. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
House of Eepresentatives, no vote given ; and passed the Senate, no vote 
given.] 

Approved April 17, 1901. • 

Takes effect 90 days after adjournment. 



BLACKLISTING— DEFINING AND PRESCRIBING PENALTY 

THEREFOR. 

S. B. No. 51.] Chapter XCIX. 

An Act to protect discharged employes against blacklisting, to define blacklist- 
ing, prescribing penalties therefor, and to repeal all laws in conflict with the 
provisions of this act. 

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 

Section 1. No corporation company, or individual shall blacklist or 
publish, or caused to be blacklisted or published, any employe, mechanic, 
or laborer discharged by such corporation, company or individual with 
the intent and for the purpose of preventing such employe, mechanic or 
laborer from engaging in or securing similar or other employment from 
any other corporation, company or individual. 

Sec. 2. If any officer or agent of any corporation, company or indi- 
vidual, or other person, shall blacklist or publish or cause to be black- 
listed or published any employe, mechanic or laborer discharged by such 
corporation^ company or individual, with the intent and for the purpose 
of preventing such einploye, mechanic or laborer from engaging in or 
securing similar or other employment from any other corporation, com- 
pany or individual, or shall in any manner conspire or contrive by corre- 
spondence or otherwise, to prevent such discharged employe from procur- 
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ing employment, he shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon 
conviction thereof, shall be fined not less than fifty nor more than two 
hundred and fifty dollars, or be imprisoned in the county jail not less 
than thirty nor more than ninety days or both. 

Sec. 3. But this act shall not be construed as prohibiting any corpo- 
ration, company or individual, from giving in writing, on application 
from such discharged employe, or any corporation, company or individual 
who may desire to employ such discharged employe, a truthful statement 
of the reason for such discharge; provided, that said written cause of 
discharge, when so made by such person, agent, company or corporation, 
shall never be used as the cause for an action for libel, either civil or 
criminal, against the person, agent company or corporation so furnishing 
same. 

Sec. 4. He is guilty of blacklisting who places, or causes' to be placed, 
the name of any discharged employe, or any employe who has voluntarily 
left the service of any individual, firm, company, or corporation on any 
book or list, or publishes it in any newspaper, periodical letter or cir- 
cular, with the intent to prevent said employes from securing employ- 
ment of any kind with any other person, firm, corporation or company, 
either in a public or private capacity. 

Sec. 5. All laws in conflict with the provisions of this act are hereby 
repealed. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
Senate, no vote given ; and passed the House of Eepresentatives, no vote 
given.] 

Approved April 17, 1901. 

Takes effect 90 days after adjournment. 



RAILKOAD COMMISSION— PENALTY FOR FAILURE TO OBEY 

ORDERS OF. 

S. B. No. 54.] Chapter C. 

An Act to amend Article 4576 of Chapter thirteen, Title ninety-four, of the 
Revised Statutes of this State. 

Section 1. Be it enacted hy the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
That Article 4576 of Chapter Thirteen, Title Ninety-four, of the Revised 
Statutes of this State be amended so as to hereafter read as follows : 

Article 4576. If any railway company doing business in this State 
shall hereafter violate any other provision of this chapter, or shall do 
any other act herein prohibited, or shall fail or refuse to perform any 
other duty enjoined upon it for which a penalty has not been provided 
by law, or shall fail, neglect or refuse to obey any lawful requirement, 
order, judgment or decree made by the Railroad Commission of Texas, 
for every such act of violation it shall pay to. the State of Texas a penalty 
of not more than five thousand dollars. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
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Senate, no vote given ; and passc^d the House of Kepresentatives, no vote 
given.] 

Approved April 17, 1901. 

Takes effect 90 days after adjournment. 



QUAEAISTINE. 
S. B. No. 56.] Chapter CI. 

An Act requiring disinfection of vessels arriving at ports within this State in 
compliance with quarantine proclamation of the Grovernor. 

Be it enacte'd by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 

Section 1. Any vessel arriving at a port of this State and required 
to be disinfected by the terms of the G-overnor^s quarantine proclama- 
tion, shall be disinfected by the quarantine ofi&cer of such port and shall 
pay to such quarantine officer such fees as may be prescribed by the Gov- 
ernor, before being released from quarantine. All vessels boarded by the 
quarantine officer of any port shall pay to such officer such fees as are 
prescribed by the Governor. The quarantine officer receiving such fees 
shall give bond in. such sum as may be prescribed by the G-overnor for 
the safe keeping of such collection, and shall report and remit them to 
the State Health Officer at least once every month. 

Sec. 2. Whereas there is a number of vessels continually coming to 
our ports that should be disinfected in compliance with quarantine proc- 
lamation of the Governor, and whereas, there is now no law requiring 
the disinfection of these vessels, in compliance with such proclamation, 
and an emergency and imperative public necessity exists for the imme- 
diate passage of this bill and for the suspension of the constitutional rule 
requiring bills to be read on three several days in each branch of the 
Legislature, and said rule is therefore suspended and this act shall be in 
force and effect from and after its passage. 

[Note.— The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
Senate, no vote given ; and passed the House of Eepres^ntatives, no vote 
given.] 

Approved April 17, 1901. 

Takes effect 90 days after adjournment. 



UNIVEKSITY MINERAL LANDS— GIVING BOARD OF 
REGENTS CONTROL OF. 

S. B. No. 71.] Chapter CII. 

An Act to give the Board of Regents of the University of Texas exclusive con- 
trol, management and disposition of all mineral lands belonging to the Uni- 
versity of Texas. 

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
■ Section 1. That the Board of Regents of the University of Texas 
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are hereby invested with the sole and exclusive management and control 
of all mineral lands within the domain which has been or may hereafter 
be appropriated, set aside or acquired by the University of Texas and 
said Board of Kegents are hereby empowered and authorized to sell, lease, 
manage and control said mineral lands belonging to said University as 
may seem best to them for the interest of the University and they are 
further empowered with authority to explore and have explored and 
develop said mineral lands and to make any contract with any persons 
whomsoever for the exploratioa and development of said mineral lands 
and pay the expenses for such exploration or development out of the 
proceeds of the lease or sale of said land. 

Sec. 2. That all laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are 
hereby repealed. 

Sec. 3. -The fact that the Board of Regents of the University of 
Texas, have now no authority to manage, control and dispose of the min- 
eral lands belonging to such University and said lands are being neg- 
lected for the want of proper attention, creates an emergency and an 
imperative public necessity that the constitutional rule requiring bills to 
be read on three several days be and the same is hereby suspended and 
that this act take effect and be in force from and after its passage. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foi^going act passed the 
Senate, no vote given; and passed the House of Ilepresentatives, no vote 
given.] 

Approved April 17, 1901. 

Takes effect 90 days after adjournment. 



GAMING. 

S. B. No. 101.] Chapter GUI. 

• 

An Act to prohibit the keeping or exhibiting for the purpose of gaming, any 
gaming table, or bank, or slot machines^ pigeon hole table or jenny lind table^ 
or nine or ten pin alley or alley of any kind whatever regardless of the num- 
ber of pins, balls or rings used for gaming. 

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas : 

Section 1. That if any person shall keep or exhibit for the purpose 
of gaming, any gaming table or bank of any name or description what- 
ever, or any table or bank used for gaming which has no name, or slot 
machine, any pigeon hole table or jenny lind table or nine or ten pin 
alley, table or alley of any kind whatever, regardless of the number of 
pins, balls or rings used for gaming, and such pigeon hole table or jenny 
lind table, or nine or ten pin alley, table or alley of any kind whatever, 
regardless of the number of pins, balls or rings used or slot machines, 
shall be considered as used for gaming if the table fees or alley fees, or 
money or anj^thing of value is bet thereon, or shall be in any manner 
interested in keeping or exhibiting any such table or bank, or nine or ten 
pin alley, table or alley of any kind whatever, regardless of the number 
of pins, balls or rings used, or slot machines, at any place he shall be 
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punished by a fine of not less than twenty-five nor more than one hundred 
dollars, and imprisonment in the county jail for not less than ten nor 
more than ninety days, regardless of whether any of the above mentioned 
games, tables, banks or alleys are licensed by law or not. 

Seo. 2. All laws, whether civil or criminal, in conflict herewith are 
hereby repealed. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
Senate, no vote given ; and passed the House of Representatives, no vote 
given.] 

Approved April 17, 1901. 

Takes effect 90 days after adjournment. 



KING COUNTY— MADE A SEPARATE LAND DISTRICT. 

S. B. No. 202.] Chapter CIV. 

An Act to create King county into a separate land district. 

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 

Section 1. That the county of King be and it is hereby made a sep- 
arate land district. 

Sec. 2. The crowded conditio^ of the calendar rendering it improb- 
able that this bill can be read on three several days creates an emergency 
and an imperative public necessity, that the constitutional rule requiring 
bills to be read on three several days be suspended and that this act take 
effect and be in force from and after its passage, and it is so enacted. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
Senate by two-thirds vote, yeas 21, nays ; and passed the House of Rep- 
resentatives, no vote given.] 

Approved April 17, 1901. 

Takes effect 90 days after adjournment. 



.SOUTHWEST TEXAS LUNATIC ASYLUM— AUTHORITY TO 
SINK ARTESIAN WELL. . 

S. B. No. 281.] Chapter CV. 

An Act authorizing the board of managers of the Southwest Texas Lunatic Asy- 
lum at San Antonio, Texas, in conjunction with the CJovernor of the State of 
Texas, to contract for the sinking of an artesian well on the grounds belong- 
ing to said asylum. 

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas : 

Section 1. That the board of managers of the Southwest Texas Lun- 
atic Asyliim, situated at San Antonio, Texas, be and they are hereby 
authorized and empowered in conjunction with the Governor of the State 
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of Texas to contract for the sinking of an artesian well on the grounds 
belonging to said asylum. The said board of managers, in conjunction 
with the Governor of the State of Texas, are authorized and empowered 
to provide the terms and conditions of such contract for the sinking of 
said artesian well, and are authorized to provide that if fresh water shall 
be obtained, that said water shall belong to the State and the State shall 
have the full and free nse thereof; and that if hot sulphur water is 
obtained, then the said board of managers, in conjunction with the Gov- 
ernor, is authorized to dispose of the said sulphur water under the terms 
and conditions and the authority of the Act of the Twenty-sixth Legis- 
lature, approved May, 9th, 1899, providing for the leasing of the sulphur 
water flowing from the artesian wells on the grounds belonging to said 
asylum ; provided, that the State of Texas shall be put to no expense by 
reason of the sinking of said artesian well, and the same shall be done 
without expense to the State. 

Sec. 2. The near approach of the close of the present session of the 
Legislature, and the importance of having an artesian well with a supply 
of fresh water for the use of said asylum, creates an emergency and an 
imperative public necessity exists that the constitutional rule requiring 
bills to be read on three several days be suspended, and the same is 
hereby suspended, and that this act take effect from and after its passage, 
and it is so enacted. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
Senate by two-thirds vote, yeas 22, nays ; and passed the House of Kep- 
resentatives, no vote given.] 

Approved April 17, 1901. 

Takes effect 90 days after adjournment. 



HIDES AND ANIMALS— EXEMPTING AEANSAS, HEMPHILL, 

HIDALGO, CARSON, DICKENS, MOTLEY AND LLANO 

COUNTIES FROM INSPECTION OF. 

S. B. No. 147.] Chapter CVI. 

An Act to exempt the counties of Aransas, Hemphill, Hidalgo, Carson, Dickens, 
Motley and Llano from the provisions and operation of Articles 5002 to 5042, 
both inclusive, of Chapter six, Title CIl, of the Revised Civil Statutes of 1895, 
relating to the inspection of hides and animals. 

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 

Section 1. That the counties of Aransas, Hemphill, Hidalgo, Car- 
son, Dickens, Motley and Llano be and are hereby exempted from the 
provisions and operation of Articles 5002 to 5042, both inclusive, of 
Chapter six, Title CII, of the Revised Civil Statutes of 1895, relating to 
the inspection of hides and animals. 

Sec. 2. That all laws and parts of laws in conflict herewith, be and 
the same are hereby repealed. 

Sec. 3. The fact that the operation of said provisions of law in said 
counties entails great and unnecessary expense upon the people and stock- 
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raisers of Aransas, Hemphill, Hidalgo, Carson, Dickens, Motley and 
Llano counties, and the crowded condition of the calendar, create an 
emergency and an imperative public necessity, that the constitutional 
rule requiring bills to be read upon three several days be suspended, and 
that this bill be in force and take effect from and after its passage, and 
it is so enacted. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
Senate by two-thirds vote, yeas 22, nays ; and was reported tO/ the 
House of Kepresentatives where same was amended and passed, no vote 
given; Senate refused to concur in House amendments; report of Free 
Conference Committee adopted by the House, no vote given ; and by the 
Senate, no vote given.] 

[Note. — The foregoing act was presented to the Governor of Texas 
for his approval on the 3rd day of April, A. D. 1901, but was not signed 
by him nor returned to the house in which it originated, with his objec- 
tions thereto within the time prescribed by the Constitution, and there- 
upon became a law without his signature. — John G. Tod, Secretary of 
State.] 

Takes effect 90 days after adjournment. 



WOOL GROWING INTERESTS— MAKING ARANSAS AND CAL- 
HOUN COUNTIES SUBJECT TO LAW OF. 

S. B. No. 148.] Chapter CVIL 

An Act to amend Article 5364, Title CXI, of tlie Revised Civil Statutes of 1895, 
relating to the "wool growing interests of the State, so as to exclude the coun- 
ties of Aransas and Calhoun from the counties exempted from operations of 
said title, and to repeal all laws in conflict herewith, and providing an emer- 
gency. 

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 

Section 1. That Article 5364, of Title CXI, of the Revised Civil 
Statutes of 1895, relating to the "wool growing interests'^ of the State, 
be amended so as to hereafter read as follows : 

Article 5364. The counties of Grayson, Freestone, G-onzales, Morris, 
Titus, Cass, Marion, Bowie, Red River, Trinity, San Jacinto, Polk, 
Anderson, Van Zandt, .Cameron, Collin, Colorado, Grimes, Houston, 
Webb, Encinal, Hunt, Hopkins, Ellis, Dallas, Rockwall, Denton, Fannin, 
Henderson, Brazos-, Smith, Panola, Gregg, Lamar, Wood, Raines, Lime- 
stone, Cooke, Brown, Comanche, Cherokee, Mills, Montgomery, Shelby, 
Lee, Burleson, Rusk, Lavaca, Milam, Upshur, Robertson, Camp, Parker, 
Franklin, Navarro, Karnes, Wilson, Atascosa, San Augustine, Sabine, 
Fayette, Austin, Leon, Madison, Hill, Bosque, Waller, Fort Bend, Wash- 
ington, Guadalupe, Caldwell, Hays, Tarrant, Johnson, Clay, Montague, 
Erath, Hood, Somerville, Bastrop, Harris, Harrison, Camp, Orange, Jef- 
ferson, Hardin, Liberty, Chambers, Newton, Tyler, Jasper, Kaufman, 
Nacogdoches, DeWitt, Victoria, Jackson, Refugio and Goliad, are exempt 
from the provisions of this title. 
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Sec. 2. That all laws and parts of law in conflict herewith, be and 
iiie same are hereby repealed. 

Sec. 3. The fact that there is no law now in force subjecting the 
counties of Aransas and Calhoun to the operation of Title CIX, of the 
Eevised Civil Statutes of 1895, and the further fact that interests of 
the sheep-raisers of said counties would be greatly subserved by placing 
said counties under the provisions of said title, and the crowded condi- 
tion of the calendar, create an emergency and an imperative public neces- 
sity that the constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three several 
days be suspended, and that this bill be in force and effect from and after 
its passage, and it is so enacted. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
Senate, no vote given; and passed the House of Representatives, no vote 
given.] 

[Note. — The foregoing act was presented to the Governor of Texas 
for his approval on the 3rd day of April, A. D. 1901, but was not signed 
by him nor returned to the house in which it originated with his objec- 
tions thereto within the time prescribed by the Constitution, and there- 
upon became a law without his signature. — John G. Tod, Secretary of 
State.] 

Takes effect 90 days after adjournment. 



WEIGHTS AND MEASURES— STANDARDS FOR. 
S. B. No. 57.] Chapter CVIII. 

An Act to amend Article 5323, Title CIX, of the Revised Civil Statutes of the 
State of Texas, adopted at the Regular Session of the 24th Legislature, 1895 
relating to the weight of a standard bushel of certain fruits and vegetables. 

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 

Section 1. That Article 5323 Title CIX of the Revised Civil Stat- 
utes of the State of Texas, adopted at the Regular Session of the Twenty- 
fourth Legislature 1895, be and the same is amended so thai it shall 
hereafter read as follows : 

Article 5323. The following shall be the legal number of pounds per 
bushel: wheat, sixty pounds; corn, shelled, fifty-six pounds; corn in the 
ear, shucked, seventy pounds ; unshucked, in the ear, seventy-two pounds ; 
oats, thirty-two pounds; barley, forty-eight pounds; rye, fifty-six 'pounds; 
buckwheat, forty-two pounds; white beans, sixty poufids; Irish potatoes, 
sixty pounds; sweet potatoes, fifty-five pounds; onions, fifty-seven 
pounds; turnips, fifty-five pounds; dried apples, twenty-eight pounds; 
dried peaches, twenty-eight pounds; bran, twenty pounds; Hungarian 
grass seed, forty-eight pounds; hemp seed, forty-four pounds; fiax seed, 
fifty-six pounds ; stone coal, eighty pounds ; charcoal, twenty-two pounds ; 
salt, fifty pounds; clover seed, sixty pounds; timothy seed, forty-five 
pounds; cotton seed, thirty-two pounds; millet seed, fifty pounds; 
peaches, fifty pounds; tomatoes, fifty-five pounds; apples, forty-five 
pounds. 
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Sec. 2. The fact that no standard weight is now established for cer- 
tain fruits and vegetables, and the time for marketing the same will soon 
arrive, creates an emergency and imperative public necessity that the 
constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three several days be 
suspended, and this act take effect and be in force from and after its 
passage, and it is so enacted. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
Senate by two-thirds vote, yeas 25, nays ; and passed the House of Rep- 
resentatives by two-thirds vote, yeas 112, nays 3.] 

Approved April 18, 1901. 

Beeftme a law April 18, 1901. 



EXAMINATION QUESTIONS— PKOHIBITING TRAFFIC IN. 

S. B. No. 58.] Chapter CIX. 

An Act to prohibit the traffic in examination questions used by the county school 
boards of examiners or by the summer normal boards of examiners in the 
examination of teachers, and providing a penalty for the violation thereof, 
and to declare an emergency. 

Be, it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 

Section 1. That any person or persons who shall sell, barter or give 
away, prior to any forthcoming examination, to applicants for teachers^ 
certificates, or to any other person, the questions prepared by the State 
Superintendent of Public Instruction to be used by the county boards of 
examiners or summer normal boards of examiners in the examination of 
teachers at said forthcoming examination, shall be deemed guilty of a 
misdemeanor, and on conviction thereof, shall be fined in any sum not 
less than twenty-five nor more than two hundred dollars. 

Sec. 2. The fact that the statutes of Texas make no provision to 
prohibit the traffic in examination questions, and that the most import- 
ant examination for teachers are held during April, June, July and 
August of each year creates an emergency and an imperative public 
necessity that the constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three 
several days be suspended and that this act take effect and be in force 
from and after its passage, and it is so enacted. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
Senate, no vote given ; and was reported to the House of Eepresentatives, 
where it was amended and passed by two-thirds vote, yeas 107, nays 0; 
Senate concurred in House amendments by two-thirds vote, yeas 26, 
nays, 0.] 

Approved April 18, 1901. 

Became a law April 18, 1901. 
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PUBLIC SCiiOOLS— KEGULATING SCHOOL DAYS— AMEND- 
MENT. 

S. B. No. 39.] Chapter CX. 

An Act to amend Article 3910, Title 86, Chapter 7, of the Revised Statutes of 
1895, relating to school days and school months. 

Be it enacted hy the Legislature of the State of Texas: 

That Chapter 7, Title 86, Article 3910, be amended so as to read as 
follows : 

Article 3910. Public schools shall be taught for five days in each 
week. Schools shall not be closed on legal holidays unless so ordered by 
the trustees. A school month shall consist of not less than twenty school 
days inclusive of holidays, and shall be taught for not less than seven 
hours each day, including intermissions and recesses. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
Senate, no vote given ; and was reported to the House of Representatives, 
where same was amended and passed, no vote given ; the Senate refused 
to concur in House amendments, and asked for Free Conference Com- 
mittee; report of Free Conference Committee was adopted by the Senate 
by two-thirds vote, yeas 27, nays 0; and adopted by the House, no vote 
given.] 

Approved April 18, 1901. 

Takes effect 90 days after adjournment. 



INDEPENDENT gCHOOL DISTRICTS. 
S. B. No. 105.] Chapter CXI. 

An Act to amend Section 4, of Chapter VII, of the Act passed by the Called 
Session of the Twenty-sixth Legislature, approved February 21, 1900, so as to 
provide that school trustees in independent school districts not in a city or 
town having an assessor and collector shall elect from the members of the 
boards an assessor and collector of taxes and to prescribe his powers and duties, 
and the duties of the board with reference to the collection of taxes also for 
the organization of the board and the election of officers. 

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 

Section 1. That Section 4, of Chapter VII, of the Acts of the Called 
Session of the Twenty-sixth Legislature providing a uniform method of 
selecting school trustees and approved February , 21st, 1900, be so 
amended as to hereafter read as follows, towit : 

Section 4. The trustees chosen under this act shall meet within 
twenty days after the election or as soon thereafter as possible, for the 
purpose of organizing. A majority of said board shall constitute a 
quorum to do business ; and they shall choose from their number a presi- 
dent, secretary, treasurer, assessor and collector of taxes, and other neces- 
sary officers and committees. The treasurer shall be required to give 
bond in double the estimated amount of the receipts coming annually 
into his hands. Said bond shall be made payable to the president of the 
board or his successors in office, and be approved by the board of trustees, 
conditioned for the faithful discharge of his duties and the payment of 

18-G. L. 
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the funds received by him upon the draft of the president drawn upon 
order, duly entered of the board of trustees ; and he shall be entitled to 
retain as commission for his services as such treasurer, one per cent, of 
all funds coming into his hands; provided, that in independent school 
districts in cities or towns having a city assessor and collector of taxes, 
such assessor and collector of taxes, shall assess and collect the taxes for 
•school purposes; provided that in cities and towns having an assessor and 
collector of taxes the levy of taxes for school purposes shall be based 
upon the same assessment of property upon which the levy for other city 
purposes is based ; it is further provided, that in such cities and towns 
the assessor and collector of taxes shall receive no other compensation for 
collecting school taxes than the compensation paid him for assessing and 
collecting other city taxes and taxes for school purposes in such cities 
and towns shall be assessed and collected as other city taxes are assessed 
and collected. 

Sec. 2. The assessor and collector named in Section 1, of this act 
shall have the same power and shall perform the same duties with refer- 
ence to the assessment and collection of taxes for free school purposes 
that are conferred by law upon the city marshal of incorporated towns 
or villages, and he shall receive such compensation for his services as the 
board of trustees may allow, except in cities and towns above provided 
for, not to exceed four per cent, of the whole amount of taxes received 
by him, and he shall give bond in double the estimated amount of taxes 
coming annually into his hands, payabPe to the president of the board or 
his successors in office, conditioned for the faithful discharge of his 
duties and that he will pay over to the treasurer of the board all the 
funds coming into his hands by virtue of his office as such assessor and 
collector; provided, that in the enforced collection of taxes the board of 
trustees shall perform the duties which now devolve in such cases upon 
the city council of an incorporated city or town; the president of the 
board of trustees shall perform the duties which devolve in such cases 
upon the mayor of an incorporated city or town, and the county attorney 
of the county in which the independent school district is located, shall 
perform the duties which in such cases devolve upon the city attorney of 
an incorporated dty or town under the provisions of Chapter 103, Gen- 
eral Laws Regular Session Twenty-fifth Legislature. 

Sec. 3. All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act be and are 
hereby repealed. * 

Sec. 4. The fact that the passage of this bill would be of much value 
to the public schools of this State and the crowded condition of the cal- 
endar, creates an emergency and imperative public necessity authorizing 
the suspension of the constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on 
three several days, and said rule is so suspended, and this act shall be in 
force and effect from and after its passage, and it is so enacted. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
Senate, no vote given ; and was reported to the House of Representatives, 
where it was amended and passed, no vote given; Senate refused to 
concur in. House amendments, and asked for Free Conference Commit- 
tee ; Senate adopted report of Free Conference Committee, no vote given ; 
House adopted report of Free Conference Committee, no vote given.] 

Approved April 18, 1901. 

Takes effect 90 days after adjournment. 
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COEPOEATIONS— ACT TO FORBID THE ISSUANCE OF MER- 
CHANDISE CHECKS TO EMPLOYES. 

H. B. No. 157.] Chapter CXII. 

An Act to forbid the issuance by any person, firm, association of persons, cor- 
porations, or the agents of either, of any ticket, check, or writing obligatory, 
to any servant or employe for labor, redeemable or payable only in goods or 
merchandise by the said person, firm, associations of persons, or corporation, 
and to provide a penalty for the violation of this act. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
That hereafter it shall be unlawful for any person, firm, association of 
persons, corporation, or agent of either, to issue any ticket, check or writ- 
ing obligatory, to any servant or employe for labor redeemable or payable 
only in goods or merchandise, and all such tickets, checks or writing 
obligatory so issued, shall be redeemable and payable in current funds 
of the United States of America, or in goods or merchandise at the 
option of the holder thereof. And any contract or agreement to take 
and receive such tickets, checks or writing obligatory, redeemable only 
in goods or merchandise shall be null and void, and as against public 
policy; provided, that this act shall not apply to any person, firm or 
corporation having a monthly pay-day, and whose employes or laborers 
are paid regularly once a month in current funds of the United States, 
and whose checks, coupons and writings obligatory payable in merchan- 
dise only, are issued at the instance and request of such laborers or 
employes made during the current month and before said monthly pay- 
day. This act shall not apply to merchants who issue coupon books to 
tenants working on farms. 

Sec. 2. Any person, or the agent or any person, firm, association of 
persons or corporation, who shall violate any provisions in the foregoing 
section shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and on conviction shall 
be punished by a fine of not less than five nor more than one hundred 
dollars, or by imprisonment in the county jail for a period of not less 
than five nor more than sixty days. 

Sec. 3. The fact that there is no law now which protects laborers 
from the imposition of their employes by the evils herein sought to be 
remedied, creates an emergency and an imperative public necessity that 
the constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three several days be 
suspended and that this act take effect and be in force from and after its 
passage and it is so enacted. 

[N"ote. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
House of Bepresentatives by two-thirds vote, yeas 89, nays 3; and was 
reported to the Senate, where same was amended and passed, no vote 
given; House concurred in Senate amendments, no vote given.] 

Approved April 18, 1901. 

Takes effect 90 days after adjournment. 
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INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICTS— AMENDMENT. 
H. B. No. 218.] Chapter CXIII. 

An Act to amend Chapter 113, Section 1, Acts of the Twenty-fifth Legislature, 
Regular Session, by adding thereto a provision for the organization of inde- 
pendent school districts, which may embrace in their territory portions of two 
or more counties. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: . 
That Chapter 113, Section 1, Acts of the Twenty-fifth Legislature, Reg- 
ular Session, be so amended as to read as follows : 

Section 1. All towns and villages within the State heretofore regu- 
larly incorporated for free school purposes, and which embrace within 
their incorporated territory towns heretofore incorporated for municipal 
puposes, which latter had ceased to exercise the functions of a municipal 
corporation, or which had not assumed control of the public schools 
within their limits when the former was incorporated, are hereby 
declared valid and lawful incorporations, for free school purposes, from 
the date of their incorporation, and all acts of any such town or village 
incorporated for free school purposes heretofore done or hereafter to be 
done shall have the same force and effect as the acts of a valid and 
lawful incorporation for such purposes ; and it is further provided, that 
any town or village organized as an independent school district, which 
may embrace in its territory portions of two or more counties, is hereby 
declared a valid incorporation for free school purposes from the date 
of its incorporation. 

Sec. 2. Whereas there is no law on the statute books of this State 
to organize independent school districts as herein provided, creates an 
emergency and an imperative public necessity for its immediate passage 
and effect, the constitutional rule requiring bills to be read upon three 
several days be suspended, and that this act take effect and be in force 
from and after its passage, and it is so enacted. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
House of Representatives, no vote given ; and passed the Senate, no vote 
given.] 

Approved April 18, 1901. 

Takes effect 90 days after adjournment. 
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ROAD lAW— GENERAL. 
H. B. No. 250.] Chapter CXIV. 

An Act to create a more efficient road system for the counties in this State, and 
making county commissioners ex-officio road commissioners, and prescribing 
their powers and duties as such, and providing for their compensation as such 
road commissioners; and providing for the condemning of material for the 
construction and maintenance of public roads, and to provide for the compen- 
sation for the material used; and providing for the working of county convicts 
on the public roads and the purchase of supplies for such convicts, and rewards 
for the capture of escaped county convicts and for commutation of senten<je 
for faithful service and good" behavior ; and* defining the powers and duties of 
road overseers, and to provide for the summoning of hands and teams for road 
work and the allowance for time for services of hands and teams on public 
roads; and fixing a penalty for violation of same and relieving them from the 
payment of such work by the payment of three dollars ; and providing further, 
making this act cumulative of the General Laws now in force; and to repeal 
all laws in conflict with this act; and declaring an emergency. 

Section 1. Be it exiacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
That hereafter in all counties of this State, as shown by the United States 
official national census of 1900, to contain as many as 40,000 inhabitants, 
the members of the commissioners court shall be ex-officio road com- 
missioners of their respective precincts, and under the direction of the 
commissioners court shall have charge of the teams, tools and machinery 
belonging to the county and placed in their hands by said court, and it 
shall be their duty, under such rules and regulations as the commission- 
ers court may prescribe, to superintend the laying out of new roads, the 
making or changing of roads and the building of bridges. Each of the 
county commissioners shall before entering upon the duties of road com- 
missioner,' execute a bond of one thousand dollars, with two or more 
good and sufficient sureties, payable to the county judge, and his suc- 
cessors in office, and to be approved by the county judge, for the use and 
benefit of the road and bridge fund, conditioned that they will perform 
all the duties required of them by law, or by the commissioners court, • 
and that they will account for all money or other property belonging to 
the county that may come into their possession. 

Sec. 2. The commissioners court shall have full power and .authority 
and it shall be their duty to adopt such system for working, laying out, 
draining and repairing the public roads as they may deem best, and from 
time to time said court may change their plan or system of working. 
The commissioners court shall have the power to purchase such teams, 
tools and machinery as may be necessary for the working of public roads. 
Said court shall have the power to construct, grade, or otherwise improve 
any road or bridge by contract. In such cases, said court or county judge 
may advertise in such manner as said court may determine for bids to 
do the work, and the contract shall be awarded to the lowest responsible 
bidder, who shall enter into a bond, payable to the county judge and his 
successors in office, for the use and benefit of the road and bridge fund, 
with two or more good and sufficient sureties, to be approved by the com- 
missioners court, and in such sum as said court may determine, for the 
faithful performance of the terms of said contract, but said court shall 
have the right to reject any or all bids. At the time of making any such 
contract the court shall direct the county treasurer to pass the amount 
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of said contract to a particular fund for that purpose, and the treasurer 
shall kee]) a separate account of said fund, and the same shall not be 
used for any other purpose, and can only be paid out on the order of said 
court, and the said court shall have authority to employ any hands and 
teams on the public roads under such regulations and for such prices as 
they may deem best. 

Sec. 3. The commissioners court shall require all male county con- 
victs, not otherwise employed, to labor on the public roads, under such 
regulations as they may prescribe, and each convict so worked shall 
receive a credit of fifty cents on his fine firsthand then on the costs, for 
each day he may labor. The commissioners court shall at each term* 
allow the officers and witnesses such amount of their costs as have been 
satisfied in full by labor of such convicts, for the arrest and conviction of 
said convicts as it may deem best, not to exceed one-half of such costs, 
which amount shall be paid to the officers and witnesses out of the road 
and bridge fund on the warrant of the county judge ; provided, that this 
shall not be so construed as to relieve any convict from the payment of 
all costs for which he may be liable under the laws of this State. The 
commissioners court may grant a reasonable commutation of tinie for 
which a convict is committed as a reward for faithful service and good 
behavior; provided that such commutation shall in no case exceed one- 
tenth of the whole time. 

The commissioners court may provide the necessary houses, prisons, 
clothing, bedding, food, medicine, medical attention and superintendents 
and guards for the safe and humane keeping of the convicts. The com- 
missioners court may provide such reasonable regulations and punish- 
ment as may be necessary to require such convicts to perform good work, 
and to provide a reward not to exceed ten dollars, xto be paid out of the 
road and bridge fund, for the recapture and delivery of any escaped con- 
vict, to be paid to any person other than the guard or person in charge 
of such convict at the time of his escape. 

Sec. 4. Each road commissioner shall have control of all road over- 
seers in his precinct and shall deliver to each of them such teams, tools 
and machinery necessary in working the roads in the precinct of said 
overseer, so far as he has been supplied therewith by the commissioners 
court, taking a receipt therefor, specifying each item and giving its value, 
which receipt shall be a full answer for the liability of the road com- 
missioner, and shall fix the liability of the road overseer; and the road 
commissioner, or road overseer who shall have been intrusted with any 
teams, tools or machinery belonging to the. county shall be liable for all 
damages that may occur to the same Avhile in his possession caused by his 
negligence or want of due care of same. 

It shall be the duty of the road overseer when he has finished work on 
his road to return to said road commissioner all teams, tools and machin- 
ery received from him and take up the receipt given therefor. 

Sec. 5. It shall be the duty of each county commissioner when act- 
ing as road commissioner to inform himself of the condition of the pub- 
lic roads in his precinct, and shall determine w^hat character of work 
shall be done on said roads, and shall direct the manner of grading, 
draining or otherwise improving the same, which directions shall be fol- 
lowed and obeyed by all road overseers of his precinct. 

Sec. 6. The road commissioner may require each road overseer in his 
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precinct to call out the hands in such numbers as may be sufficient to 
perform the work, but no road hand shall be required to work exceeding 
five days in any one year, unless the term of service as now provided by 
law shall be extended beyond that time ; and provided, that all road hands 
in a particular road precinct shall as far as practicable be worked a 
uniform time. Each road overseer shall have full control of all road 
hands in his precinct, and shall see that each hand, when called out, shall 
perform a good day^s work ; and if any hand when so called out, shall fail 
or refuse to do a good day's work, or to work in the manner the overseer 
may direct, he shall be liable to the same penalty as if he had failed to 
appear in obedience to the summons. And the road overseer may, when 
he deems expedient or when so directed to do by the road commissioner 
of said commissioner's precinct, and at the time of notifying any hand to 
work upon the road, also summon such hand as may be the owner of a 
team suitable for road work, to bring such team with him to be used in 
working upon the public roads during such time as the hand may be 
notified to work upon the public roads; and after such notice given if 
such hand shall fail or refuse to bring his team with him as notified to 
do, he shall be liable to the same penalty as if he had failed to appear in 
obedience to the summons, provided that any hand for so doing shall be 
credited with, and allowed two and one-half days upon his time for which 
he is liable for road duty for each day he may work in connection witli 
and while furnishing such team, and one and one-half days for his team 
without such hand. 

Sec. 7. A person liable for road duty, who shall, on or before the first 
day of February of any year, pay to the county treasurer the sum of 
three dollars, shall be exempt from road duty for such year, beginning on 
the first day .of February. The county treasurer shall receive and receipt 
for all money so paid him and place the same to the credit of the road 
and bridge fund, and he shall keep a separate account for each precinct 
from which it is received. The county treasurer shall, on the third day 
of February, or as soon thereafter as practicable, furnish to each road 
commissioner a list of all persons in their respective precincts that have 
paid said sums, as provided in this section. 

Sec. 8. When to the commissioners court it may appear expedient to 
build, repair or maintain any public road in their county, the timber, 
earth, stone, gravel or other necessary material most convenient therefor 
may be used, but in such case the owner thereof shall be paid out of the 
road and bridge fund of such county a fair compensation for the same as 
may be agreed upon by the owner thereof or his agent and the commis- 
sioners court ; provided, however, that should said owner or his agent and 
the said commissioners court fail to agree upon the compensation to be 
paid therefor, then the county, upon the order of said court, shall proceed 
to condemn the same in the same manner that a railroad company can 
condemn lands for right of way, and the same proceedings shall be had 
as would exist if the proceedings were by a railroad company, except as 
hereinafter provided. 

Sec. 9. The county shall not be required, in proceedings to determine 
the compensation to be paid for material to build, repair or maintain 
public roads, in any case to give bond for costs, and the commissioners 
appointed to condemn such property necessary as aforesaid shall receive 
for their services two dollars for each and every day that they may be 
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necessarily engaged in the performance of their duties as such commis- 
sioners, to be paid out of the road and bridge fund on the order of the 
commissioners court, and the compensation awarded by said commission-"^ 
ers for the necessary material, shall be paid to the owner or deposited 
with the county treasurer to the credit of such owner, and when so paid 
or deposited the county shall have the right to enter upon and use said 
material. If the owner of such material or said county is not satisfied 
with the compensation awarded said owher, he or said county may appeal 
therefrom as in cases of appeal in proceedings by railroad companies to 
condemn right of way. 

Sec. 10. If any person liable to work upon the public roads, after 
being legally summoned, shall fail or refuse to attend, either in person or 
by kble and competent substitute, or fail or refuse to furnish his team or 
tools at the time and place designated by the person summoning him, or 
to pay to such road overseer the sum of one dollar for each day he may 
have been notified to work on the public roads, or to pay to such overseer 
the sum of one dollar and fifty cents for each day he may have been noti- 
fied to furnish his team for road work, or having attended shall fail or 
refuse to perform good service or any other duty required of him by law, 
or the person under whom he may work, or if any one shall fail to comply 
with any duty required of him as provided by law shall be deemed guilty 
of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof fined in any Sum not 
exceeding twenty-five dollars. 

Sec. 11. Each county commissioner as compensation for his services 
as ex-officio road conmiissioner of his precinct shall be entitled to such 
sum as may be prescribed by the commissioners court of his county, not 
to exceed four dollars per day for the services actually performed; pro- 
vided that he shall not receive more than fifty dollars per month; which 
amoimt shall be paid monthly out of the road and bridge fund, when 
the account shall have been allowed by the commissioners court, and said 
court shall not approve said account unless the road commissioner pre- 
senting it shall sign an oath that the account is just, true and unpaid, 
and specifying the number of days' work actually performed by him, nor 
shall he be entitled to any other or further compensation for supervising 
public roads except what is allowed by this act. 

Sec. 12. The provisions of the foregoing act shall be held and con- 
strued to be cumulative of all General Laws of this State on the subject 
of roads, when not in conflict therewith, but in case of such conflict this 
act to control, and provided, this act shall not' be in operation in any 
county of this State, unless the commissioners court thereof, in their 
judgment may deem it advisable, and then only by an order of the com- 
missioners court when all the members are present, made at some regular 
term thereof, accepting the provisions of this act. Such order shall be 
entered on the minutes of said court, and shall not be void for want of 
form, but a substantial compliance with the provisions thereof shall be 
sufficient. 

Sec. 13. The provisions of this act shall not apply to the counties of 
Fannin and Lamar, Grayson, Collin, Hunt, Dallas and Bell. 

Sec. 14. The fact that there is now no sufficient road law in force in 
this State, creates an emergency and imperative public necessity that the 
constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three several days be sus- 
pended and that this act take effect and be in force from and after its 
passage and it is so enacted. 
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[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
House of Eepresentatives, no vote given; and was reported to the Senate 
where same was amended and passed^ no vote given; House concurred in 
Senate amendments, no vote given.] 

Approved April 18, 1901. 

Takes effect 90 days after adjournment. 



TEXAS VOLUNTEEES— APPEOPEIATION TO PAY, ETC . 
S. B. No. 275.] Chapter CXV. 

An Act to amend Chapter CLIX, of the Greneral Laws of Texas, relating to the 
appropriation of twelve thousand dollars ($12,000.00) to pay to officers and 
men of the Texas volunteers, prior to the inmustering into the service of the 
United States, in the late war with Spain; to pay those who were rejected; to 
pay for the necessary supplies, subsistence and transportation prior to their 
being mustered into service; to authorize the Governor to collect from the 
United States all monies expended under this act, extending the time for filing 
claims under said act; and making an appropriation for payment of said 
claims. 

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 

That Chapter- CLIX, of General Laws of Texas, shall read and here- 
after be in force as follows : 

Section 1. That the sum of twelve thousand dollars ($12,000.00) or 
so much thereof as is necessary is hereby appropriated out of any money 
in the State treasury, not otherwise appropriated, to pay the absolutely 
necessary expenses for the subsistence, supplies and equipments trans- 
portation, sheltering and general maintenance of the Texas volunteers 
during the interval between the enrollment and their muster into the 
service of the United States during the recent war with Spain; to pay 
the. officers and men of the said Texas volunteers as appeared and 
remained at the place of muister which were afterwards received into the 
service of the United States from the period between the date of assembly 
at the rendezvous and date they were mustered into the United States 
service. The pay for officers and men shall be the same as allowed 
officers and men in the regular army, holding the same rank, and for 
such officers and men as appeared and remained at the place of muster 
and were afterwards received into the service of the United States from 
the period between the date of assembly at the rendezvous and the date 
they were mustered into service of the United States ; to pay all officers 
and men whb appeared at the rendezvous for muster and were rejected 
by the medical examiner or mustering officer at the rates as fixed, as 
aforesaid from the date of assembly to the date of their rejection; pro- 
vided, that officers and men who have been paid in full by the United 
States shall not be entitled to any pay whatever under this act. 

Sec. 2. The Governor and Adjutant General shall constitute a board 
to audit these accounts which, when properly audited, shall be paid by 
the treasurer, upon a warrant drawn upon him by the Comptroller; 
provided, the Governor and Adjutant General, shall reject any and all 
claims which in their judgment may not be repaid to the State by the 
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Treasurer of the United States under an act of Congress, approved 
March 3, 1899. All claims under this act must be presented before 
October 1st, 1901, or be forever barred; provided, that the Governor and 
Adjutant General shall not allow and audit any claims until they have 
ascertained from the proper authorities at Washington City, that such 
claims will be paid by the national government; and provided further, 
that the Governor and Adjutant General shall cease to allow and audit ^ 
claims when the aggregate amount thereof shall equal the amount of 
mone}^ appropriated therefor by this act. 

Sec. 3. The Governor of Texas is hereby authorized to receive from 
the treasurer of the United States all monies coming to the State under 
an act of Congress approved March 3rd, entitled "An Act to reimburse 
the governors of States and Territories for expenses incurred by them in 
aiding the United States to raise, organize and supply and equip the 
volunteer army of the United States in the existing war with Spain, 
approved July 8, 1898, and for other purposes. 

Sec. 4. The fact that officers and men and the various parties to 
whom the claims provided for under this act have waited patiently for 
over two years for their payment and that they should be paid as early 
as possible, creates an emergency and an imperative public necessity 
requiring the constitutional rule which requires bills to be read on three 
several days shall be suspended, and that this bill take effect from and 
after its passage, and it is so enacted. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
Senate by two-thirds vote, yeas 22, nays ; and passed the House of Rep- 
resentatives, no vote giyen.] 

Approved April 18, 1901. 

Takes effect 90 days after adjournment. 



BOND INVESTMENT COMPANIES— AUTHORIZING THEM TO 
EXCHANGE CASH FOR SECURITIES. 

H. B. No. 293.] Chapter CXVI. 

An Act to amend. Chapter 94, of the Acts of the 25th Legislature, passed at its 
Regular Session 1897, by adding to said act Sections 5, 6 and 7, providing for 
the interchange of cash for securities, or securities for cash deposited with the 
State Treasurer, at the option of such companies as are mentioned in this act, 
and authorizing the State Treasurer upon warrant of the Comptroller, to 
return to any such company as is mentioned in said act the cash or securities 
deposited with the State Treasurer when such company ceases to do business 
in this State, and shall satisfy the Comptroller that it has no liabilities in this 
State; and declaring an emergency, and providing that this act shall take 
effect from and after its passage. 

. Section" 1. Be ii enacted hy the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
That Chapter 94, of the Acts of the 2oth Legislature be amended by add- 
ing thereto Sections 5, 6 and 7 as follows, towit : 

Section 5. At any time, when requested so to do, by any company 
such as is mentioned in this act, the State Treasurer is hereby authorized 
to permit such company to interchange cash for the securities, or securi- 
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ties for the cash, deposited by such company with the State Treasurer, 
under the provisions of this act, such securities always to be approved by 
the State Treasurer on the written advice of the Attorney General. 

Section 6. Should any such company, such as is mentioned in this 
act, cease to do business in this State, and shall satisfy the Comptroller 
and the Attorney General, that it has no liabilities in this State, the 
Comptroller shall i^sue his warrant to the State Treasurer, and the State 
Treasurer is authorized and it is made his duty upon such warrant of 
the Comptroller, to return to such company, the cash or securities depos- 
ited by it under the provisions of this act. 

Section 7. That whereas, the State Treasurer now holds cash, or 
securities deposited with him under the provisions of this act, and there 
is no law authorizing him to return such cash or securities when such 
companies cease to do business in this State, and have no liabilities. in 
this State, there is thereby created and exists such an emergency and 
imperative public necessity as requires that the rule that bills be read on 
three several days be suspended and this act take effect from and after 
its passage, and it is so enacted. 

[Note.— ^The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
House of Eepresentatives by two-thirds vote, yeas 90, nays 4; and passed 
the Senate by two-thirds vote, yeas 23, nays 1.] 

Approved April 18, 1901. 

Became a law April 18, 1901. 



JOHNSOlSr GRASS. 
Ht-BHN^tHLW.] Chapter GXYil:" - 

An Act to prohibit railroad and railway companies or corporations in this State 
from permitting Johnson grass or Russian thistles from going to seed upon 
their right of way, and fixing a penalty. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
It shall hereafter be unlawful for any railroad or railway company or 
corporation doing business in this State to permit any Johnson grass or 
Russian thistle to mature or go to seed upon any right of way, owned, 
leased or controlled by such railroad or railway company or corporation 
in this State. 

Sec. 2. If it shall appear upon the suit of any person owning, leasing 
or controlling land contiguous to the right of way of any such railroad or 
railway company, or corporation, that said railroad or railway company, 
or corporation has permitted any Johnson grass or Russian thistle to 
mature or go to seed upon their right of way, such person so suing shall 
recover from such railroad or railway company or corporation, the sum 
of twenty-five dollars, and any such additional sum as he may have been 
damaged by reason of such railroad or railway company or corporation 
permitting Johnson grass or Russian thistle to mature or go to seed upon 
their right of way. Provided, any owner of land, or any person control- 
ling land contiguous to the right of way of any such railroad or railway 
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company, who permits any Johnson grass or Russian thistle to mature, or; 
go to seed upon said land, shall have no right to recover from such rail- 
road or railway company as provided for in this act. ^ 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
House of Representatives, no vote given ; and passed the Senate by vote, 
yeas 18, nays 7.] 

Approved April 18, 1901. 

Takes effect 90 days after adjournment. 



COUNTY COMMISSIONERS— PROVIDING PAY FOR WHEN 
ACTING AS ROAD COMMISSIONERS. 

H. B. No. 434.] Chapter CXVIII. 

An Act to amend Section 16, Chapter 80, of the General Laws of Texas, 1899, 
relating to pay of county commissioners acting as ex-officio ro^d commission- 
ers, and limiting the amount of such compensation. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
That Section 16, Chapter 80 of the General Laws of Texas, 1899, relat- 
ing to the pay of county commissioners acting as ex-officio road commis- 
sioners, and limiting the amount of such compensation, be and the same 
is so amended as to hereafter read as follows : 

Section 16. Each county commissioner, when acting as road commis- 
sioner and performing the duties imposed upon him by law or by the 
commissioners court, shall be entitled to $2.00 per day for the services 
actually and necessarily performed; provided, that he shall not draw 
such pay for more than sixty days per quarter; and provided further, 
that the sum to be paid him as road commissioner shall not exceed 
$300.00 per annum, which amount shall be paid out of the road and 
bridge fund, when the same shall have been approved by the commission- 
ers court; and the court shall* not approve said account unless the com- 
missioner presenting it shall sign an oath that the said account is just, 
due and unpaid, and specifying the number of days of actual service per- 
formed by him as road commissioner, and that the same was necessary 
to be done; and no commissit)ner shall be entitled to pay as road com- 
missiojier while he is pe^fo^mi^g the duties of county commissioner, or 
while he is going to or retuFftiiig. f rom the. commissioners court of said 
county, nor shall he receive any additional pay than that provided for 
by this section for inspecting the roads in his district, or for other road 
service. 

[Note. — The enrolled Mil shows that the foregoing act passed the 
House of Eepresentatives, no vote given ; and passed the Senate, no vote 
given.] 

[Note. — The foregoing act was presented to the Governor of Texas 
for his approval on the 4th day of April, A. D. 1901, but was not signed 
by him nor returned to the house in which it originated with his objec- 
tions thereto within the time prescribed by the Constitution, and there- 
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apon became a law without his signature. — John G. Tod, Secretary of 
State.] 

Take« eifect 90 days after adjournment. 



SHERIFFS AXD CONSTABLES— AMENDMENT TO LAW REG- 
ULATING FEES OF, 

S. B. No. 206.] Chapter CXIX. 

An Act to amend Section 4, of Chapter 5, of the Acts of the Special Session of 
the Twenty-fifth Legislature of the State of Texas, approved June 16, 1897, 
relating to the fees of sheriffs and constables; providing the amount of such 
fees, and for the payment of sheriffs' and constables' costs. 

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 

Section 1. That Section 4, of Chapter 5, of the Acts of the Special 
Session of the Twentv-fifth Legislature, approved June 16, 1897, be 
amended so as hereafter to read sls follows : 

Section 4. The sherijis and constables in this State shall receive the 
following fees : 

* Istr For executing each warrant of arrest or capias, or for making 
arrest without warrant when so authorized by law, the sum of one dollar, 
and in all cases five cents per mile for each mile actually and necessarily 
traveled in going to the place of arrest, and for conveying the prisoner or 
prisoners to jail he shall receive the mileage provided in Subdivision 5, 
of this act. 

2nd. For summoning or attaching each witness fifty (50) cents. 

3rd. For summoning a jury in each where a juKV is actually sworn 
in, two ($2.00) dollars. 

4th. For executing death warrant, fifty ($50.00) dollars. 

5th. For removing or conveying prisoner for each mile going and 
coming, including guards and all other necessary expenses, when travel- 
ing by railroad ten (10c) cents; when traveling otherwise than by rail- 
road fourteen (14c) cents; provided, that when more than one prisoner 
is so conveyed or removed at the same time, in addition to the foregoing 
he shall only be allowed eight (8c) cents per mile for each additional 
prisoner; provided, that when an oftlcer goes beyond the limits of this 
. State after a fugitive on requisition of the Governor, he shall receive such 
compensation only as the Governor shall, allow for such services. 

6th. For each mile the officer may be cO^ipelled to travel in executing 
criminal process, summoning or attaching witnesses, five (5c) cents; 
provided, that in no case shall he be allowed to duplicate his mileage 
when two or more witnesses are named in the same or different writs in 
any case, and he shall serve process on thera" in the same neighborhood 
or vicinity during the same. trip. He shall not charge mileage for serv- 
ing such witness to and from the county seat, but shall charge only one 
mileage, and for such additional only, as are actually and necessarily 
traveled in summoning and attaching each additional. When process is 
sent by mail to any officer away from the county seat, or returned by mail 
by such officer, he shall only be allowed to charge mileage for the miles 
actually traveled by him in executing such process, and the return of the 
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officer shall show the character of the services and miles actually traveled 
in accordance with this subdivision and his account shall show the facts. 

7th. To officers for service of criminal process, not otherwise provided 
for, the sum of five (5) cents a mile going and returning shall be 
allowed; provided, if two or more persons are mentioned in the same or 
diil'erent writs the rule prescribed in Subdivision six shall apply. 

8th. For conveying witnesses attached by him to any court, or in 
habeas corpus proceedings out of his county, or when directed by the 
judge from any other county to the court where the case is pending, one 
($1.00) dollar and fifty (50) cents per day for each day actually and 
necessarily consumed in going to and returning from such courts, and his 
actual and necessary expenses by the nearest practicable route or nearest 
practiciable public conveyance, the amount to be stated by him in an 
account, which shall show the place where the witness was attached, the 
distance to the nearest railroad station, and miles actually traveled to 
each court, if horses or vehicles are used, from whom hired and price 
paid, and length of time consumed, and amount paid out for feeding 
horses and to whom. If meals and lodging were provided, from whom, 
and when, and price paid ; provided, that officers shall not be entitled to 
receive exceeding fifty (50) cents per meal and thirty-five (35) cents per 
night for lodging for any witness ; and, provided, further, that no item or 
items for expenses shall be allowed unless the officer present wit^ his 
account to the officer whose duty it is to approve same, a receipt in writ- 
ing for each item of said account, except as to such items as are fur- 
nished by the officer himself ; and when meals and lodging are furnished 
by the officer in person conveying the witnesses, he shall be allowed to 
receive not exceeding twenty-five (25) cents per meal and twenty-five 
(25) cents per night for lodging. All of the said receipts shall be filed 
with the clerk of the court approving such account. Said account shall 
also show before said* officer shall be entitled to compensation for expenses 
of attached witnesses that before starting with said witnesses to the for- 
eign court he carried each of them before the magistrate nearest the 
place of serving the attachment, giving his name and residence, and that 
said witness made oath in writing before said magistrate, certified copies 
of which shallbe attached to the account, that they were unable to give 
bond for their appearance at court, or refused to give bond after having 
been advised by said officer of their right to do so. And the officer shall 
also present to the court the affidavit of the witness to the same effect, or 
shall show that the witness refused to make the affidavit, and should it 
appear to the court that the witness was willing and able to give bond, 
the sheriff shall not be entitled to any compensation for conveying such 
witness and all accounts for fees in criminal cases by sheriffs, shall be 
sworn to by the officer before any officer authorized to administer oaths, 
and shall state that said account is true, just and correct in every par- 
ticular and be presented to the judge, who shall during such term of 
court, carefully examine such account and if found to be correct in whole 
or in part, shall so certify and allow the same for such amount as he may 
find to be correct; and if allowed by him, in whole or in part, he shall 
so certify and such account with the affidavit of the sheriff and certificate 
of the judge, shall be recorded by the clerk of the district court in a 
book kept by him for that purpose which shall constitute a part of the 
proceedings or minutes of the court, and the clerk shall certify to the 
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original account, and shall show that the same has been recorded, and 
said acconiit shall then become due, and the same shall constitute a 
voucher on which the Comptroller is authorized to issue a warrant if such 
accoimt when presented to the Comptroller, shall be accompanied by a 
certified copy under the hand and seal of the district clerk of the returns 
made on the process for which such officer is claiming fees corresponding 
to the amount so claimed in his account. The iliinutes of the court above 
provided for, or a certified copy thereof, may be used in evidence against' 
the officer making the affidavit for perjury in case said affidavit shall be 
wilfully false. When the officer receiving the writ for the attachment of 
such witness, shall take a bond for the appearance of such witness he 
shall be entitled to receive from the State one (1.00) dollar for each 
bond so taken, but he shall be responsible to the court issuing said writ 
that said bond is in proper form and has been executed by the witness 
with one or more good or solvent sureties; and said bond shall in no 
case be less than one hundred (100.00) dollars; provided, the Comp- 
troller may require from such officer a certified copy of all such process 
before auditing any account; provided, that when no inquest or examin- 
ing trial hJELS been held at which sufficient evidence was taken upon which 
to find an indictment, which fact, shall be certified by the grand jury, or 
when the grand jury shall state to the district judge that an indictment 
cannot be procured except upon the testimony of non-resident witnesses, 
the district judge may have attachments issued to other counties for wit- 
nesses, not to exceed the number, for which the sheriff may receive pay, 
as provided for by law, to testify before the grand juries; provided, how- 
ever, that the judge shall not approve the accounts of any sheriff for 
more than one witness to any one fact, nor more than three witnesses to 
any one case pending before the grand jury, in which case the sheriff 
shall receive the same compensation as he does for conveying attached 
witnesses before the court. Subdivision 8, of Section 4, of this act> shall 
apply to the officers affected thereby in all counties in Texas. 

9th. For attending a prisoner on habeas corpus for each day, one 
dollar and sixty cents ($1.60) together with mileage, as provided in Sub- 
division 5, when removing such prisoner out of the county under an order 
issued by a district or appellate judge. 

Sbc. 2. The fact that under existing law there is no adequate com- 
pensation to sheriffs and constables such as to insure the proper enforce- 
ment of the laws of this State, therefore an imperative public necessity 
and emergency exists for the suspension of the constitutional rule requir- 
ing bills to be read on three separate days; said rule is therefore sus- 
pended, and this act, shall take effect from and after its passage. 

J. N. Browning, 

President of the Senate. 



Speaker House of Bepresentatives. 
I hereby certify that the within S. B. No. 206, passed the Senate Mch. 
9. 1901 by two-thirds vote; ayes 21, noes 0. 

J. P. Pool, 
Sec. Senate. 
I hereby certify that the within S. B. No. 206, passed the House of 
Representatives April 6, 1901. 

Lee J. KouNTREE, 
Chief Clerk H. of K. 
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Eeceived in i\i'^ Executive Office, this 9th day of April A. D. 1901 at 
11 o'clock and 15 minutes a. m. 

N. A. Cravens^ 
Private Secretary. 

Now comes E. E. Prince Speaker of the House of Kepresentatives of 
the Twenty-seventh Legislature, after the adjournment of said Legisla- 
ture, and on this the 15th day of April 1901 at 11.10 o'clock a. m. (said 
Legislature having adjourned at 12 m. on April 9th, 1901) and hereto 
appends his signature to the above and foregoing bill nunc pro tunc. 

R. E. Prince^ 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

I approve the foregoing bill — it being a meritorious measure — ^though 
it was not authenticated by the signature of the Speaker of the House 
of Representatives when presented to me — and I do so in deference to 
the views of those who, contending that the Journal of the House of Rep- 
resentatives constitutes the exclusive evidence of the fact that the Speaker 
had signed the bill, believe that such action will expedite a judicial 
determination of the validity of the proposed law. 

This the 18th day of April, 1901. 

Joseph D. Sayers, 

Governor. 

Received in Department of State, this 18 day of April A. D. 1901, at 
3 o^clock, and 20 minutes p. m. 

John G. Tod, 
Secretary of State. 



TRADE MARKS— MAKING IT AN OFFENSE TO FILL BOX OR 
BOTTLE WITH TRADE MARK STAMPED THEREON. 

H. B. No. 303.] Chapter CXX. 

An Act to amend Article 918a, Chapter 14a, Title XVII, of the Penal Code of 
the State of Texas, regulating the filling of bottles with compounds or defac- 
ing in any way the mark or device on bottles, syphons or other containers. 

Section 1. Be it enacted hy the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
That Article 918a, Chapter 11a, Title XVII of the Penal Code of the 
State of Texas, shall be amended so as to hereafter read as follows : 

Article 918a. It is hereby declared to be unlawful for any person or 
persons, corporate or otherwise, other than the proprietor, or by his writ- 
ten consent, to fill for the purpose of traffic, or for sale, with any com- 
pound whatever, any box, syphon, bottle or other container so marked, 
recorded in the office of the county clerk, and published as provided in 
Article 318a of the Revised Civil Statutes; or to deface, erase obliterate, 
cover up or otherwise remove or cancel any such mark or device. 

Sec. 2. Whereas the present law on the statute books of this State is 
incorrect and confusing, causing daily confusion in the commercial 
world, creates an emergency and an imperative public necessity that the 
constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three several days be sus- 
pended and that this act take effect and be in force from and after its 
passage, and it is so enacted. 
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[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act j^assed thte 
House of Representatives, no vote given ; and passed the Senate, no vote 
given.] 

Approved April 19, 1901. 

Takes effect 90 days after adjournment. 



MALICIOUS MISCHIEF— AMENDMENT TO LAW OF. 
H. B. No. 181.] Chapter CXXI. 

An Act to amend Article 787, Chapter 3, Title XVII of the Penal Code of the 

State of Texas. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
That Article 787, Chapter 3, Title XVII of the Penal Code of the State 
of Texas, shall be amended so as U> read as follows : 

Article 787. If any person shall wilfully or wantonly kill, maim, 
wound, disfigure, poison or cruelly and unmercifully beat or abuse any 
horse, ass, mule, cattle, sheep, goat, swine, dog or other domesticated ani- 
mal, or any domesticated bird, he shall be fined not less than five nor 
more than one hundred dollars. All laws and parts of laws in conflict 
with this act are hereby repealed. 

Sec. 2. The near approach of the adjournment of the Legislature and 
the fact that the passage of this bill is thus imperiled, creates an emer- 
gency and an imperative public necessity that the constitutional rule 
requiring bills to be read on three several days be suspended, and that 
this act shall take effect and be in force from and after its passage, and 
it is so enacted. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
House of Eepresentati ves, no vote given ; and was reported to the Senate 
where same was amended and passed, no vote given ; House concurred in 
Senate amendments, no vote given.] 

Approved April 19, 1901. 

Takes effect 90 days after adjournment. 



DEPUTY MAESHALS— PEOVIDING FOE APPOINTMENT OF. 

S. B. No. 304.] Chapter CXXII. 

An Act to amend Title XVIII, Chapter 3, Article 407, so as to provide for the 
manner of appointing deputy marshals in cities and towns, and declaring an 
emergency. 

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 

Section 1. That' Article 407-, Title XVIII, Chapter 3, of the 
Eevised Statutes of the State of Texas, be so amended as to hereafter 
read as follows : 

19-G. L. 
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Article 407. The marshal of the city shall be ex-officio chief of police 
and may appoint one or more deputies ; the appointment of which depu- 
ties shall only be valid upon the approval of the city council. Said 
marshal shall, either in person or by deputy attend upon the recorder's 
or ma3^or's court while said court is in session and shall promptly and 
faithfully execute all writs and process issued from said court ; he shall 
have like power with the sheriff of the county to execute the writ of 
search warrant; he shall be active in quelling riots, disorder and dis- 
turbances of the peace, within the limits of said city, and shall take into 
custody all persons so offending, against the peace of the city and shall 
have authority to take suitable and sufficient bail for the appearance 
before the recorder's or mayor's court of any person charged with an 
offense against the ordinances or laws of the city; it shall be his duty 
to arrest, without warrant, all violators of the public peace and all who 
obstruct or interfere with him in the execution of the duties of his office, 
or who shall be guilty of any disorderly conduct or disturbances what- 
ever ; to prevent a breach of the peace, or preserve quiet and good order, 
he shall have authority to close any theatre, barroom, ballroom, drink- 
ing house, or any other place or building of public resort; and in the 
prevention and suppression of crime and arrest of offenders, he shall 
have, possess and execute like power, authority and jurisdiction as the 
sheriff of the county under the laws of the State. He shall receive a 
salary or fees of office, or both, to be fixed by the city council. The mar- 
shal shall give such bond for the faithful performance of his duties as 
the city council may require, and he shall perform such other duties and 
possess such other powers, rights and authority as the city council may 
by ordinance require and confer not inconsistent with the Constitution 
and laws of this State. 

Sec. 2. Whereas, there is now no law regulating the manner of 
appointing deputy marshals and providing for their confirmation, and 
various cities and towns will shortly hold city elections, creates an emer- 
gency and an imperative public necessity that the constitutional rule 
requiring bills to be read on three several days be suspended and that 
said rule is hereby suspended, and this act take effect and be in force 
from and after its passage, and it is so enacted. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
Senate^ no vote given ; and passed the House of Eepresentatives by two- 
thirds vote, yeas 100, nays 1.] 

Approved April 19, 1901. 

Takes effect 90 days after adjournment. 



STOCK LAW— AMENDMENT TO. 
H. B. No. 69.] Chapter CXXIII. 

An Act to amend Article 4998, Title CII, Chapter 5, of the Revised Civil Statutes 

of the State of Texas. 

Section 1. Be it enacted hy the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
That Article 4998, Title CII, Chapter 5, of the Eevised Civil Statutes 
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of the State of Texas shall be amended so as to hereafter read as fol- 
lows, towit : Should any stock, not permitted to run at large, enter any 
enclosure of any owner or lessie of land, entitled to the benefit of this 
chapter, without his or their consent, it shall be lawful for the owner or 
lessee of said enclosure to impound said stock; and it shall be the duty 
of the owner or lessee of said land to give notice immediately to the 
owner of said stock of their impounding and detention, and the owner 
of said stock shall be entitled to the^ possession of his or her stock on 
-payment of expenses incurred in impounding, and keeping said stock; 
provided that in such county or subdivision said owners or lessees shall 
not be required to fence against the stock not permitted to run at large ; 
and any fence in said county or subdivision which is sufficient to keep 
out ordinary stock permitted to run at large under this chapter shall be 
deemed a lawful fence. Three barbed wires with posts not more than 
thirty feet apart, and one or more stays between them, or pickets four 
feet high and not more than six inches apart, shall constitute a lawful 
fence. If boards or rails are used, then three boards to be not less than 
five inches wide and one inch thick, or four rails shall constitute a law- 
ful fence; provided, that all fencing built under the provisions of this 
act shall be four feet high. 

Sec. 2. The near approach of the close of the present session and the 
necessity for the passage of the bill, creates an emergency and an imper- 
ative public necessity authorizing the suspension of the rule requiring 
bills to be read on three several days and that this act take effect from 
and after its passage and said rule is hereby suspended and it is enacted 
that this bill take effect from and after its passage. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
House of Eepresentatives, no vote given ; and was reported to the Senate, 
where same was amended and passed, no vote given; House concurred 
in Senate amendments, no vote given.] 

Approved April 19, 1901. 

Takes effect 90 days after adjournment. 



JUDGMENTS— APPEAL TO COUNTY COUET IN CEIMINAL 

CASES. 

S. B. No. 52.] Chapter CXXIV. 

An Act to amend Article 889, Title 10, of the Code of Criminal Procedure of the 
State of Texas relating to appeals from the judgment of justices of the peace 
and other inferior courts, to the county court and to repeal all laws and parts 
of laws in conflict therewith. 

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 

Section 1. That Article 889, Title 10, of the Code of Criminal Pro- 
cedure of the State of Texas be amended so as hereafter to read as fol- 
lows : 

Article 889. In appeals from the judgments of justices of the peace 
and other inferior courts to the county court, the defendant shall, if he 
be in custody, be committed to jail unless he give bond with good and 
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sufficient security to be approved by the court from whose judgment the 
appeal is taken, in an amount not less than double the amount of fine 
and costs adjudged against him payable to the State of Texas ; provided 
said bond shall not in any case be for a lesg sum than fifty dollars ; said 
bond shall describe the judgment appealed from with sufficient certainty 
to identify it; shall recite that in said cause the defendant was convicted 
on complaint, or information, charging him w:ith a misdemeanor, and 
has appealed to the county court and shall be conditioned that the 
defendant shall well and truly make his personal appearance before the 
county court of said county at its next regular term, stating the time 
and place of holding the same, and there remain from day to day, and 
term to term and answer in said cause on trial in said court. 

Sec. 2. That all laws and parts of laws in conflict with the provis- 
ions of this act be, and the same are hereby repealed. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
Senate, no vote given ; and passed the House of Representiatives, no vote 
given.] 

Approved April 19, 1901. 

Takes effect 90 days after adjournment. 



PUBLIC LANDS— SALE AND LEASE OF. 
F. C. C. S. for H. B. No. 71.] 

CHArTER CXXV. 

An Act relating to the sale and lease of public free school and asylum lands, 
and to repeal all laws and parts of laws in conflict herewith. 

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 

Section 1. That it shall be the duty of the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office to notify in writing the county clerk of each county 
the classification and valuation fixed upon each section of land in his 
county, and in each county attached to it for judicial purposes, and said 
Commissioner of the General Land Office shall make forthwith a correct 
and revised list for each county of all unsold lands therein, and he shall 
forward the same by registered letter to the county clerk of the county 
for which said list was made, or to the county clerk of the county to 
which said county is attached for judicial purposes, and the Commis- 
sioner of the General Land Office shall, on application therefor, furnish 
any citizen a copy of said list for as many counties as applied for, mak- 
ing a reasonable charge for such list or lists, and the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office shall file the return receipt for said registered letter 
among the papers of his office and keep the same for future reference; 
and said Commissioner of the General Land Office shall also notify said 
clerk of each and every sale as soon as said sales are made. Upon receipt 
of said list, or any notice required to be given under the provisions of 
this act, the county clerk receiving the same shall forthwith file and 
record said list in a well bound book to be kept for that purpose, and 
thereafter when notified of the sale of any section of land therein 
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described he shall enter opposite the description of the land so sold the 
name of the purchaser and the date when sold ; and the said list so fur- 
nished said clerk, and said book shall be considered public records and 
open to public inspection, and it is hereby made the duty of the county 
clerk to exhibit said book and the records to any person who shall apply 
to him therefor. For the purpose of furnishing the several counties in 
this State and the clerks thereof with a revised list of all the unsold lands 
in this State, as provided in this act, the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office is hereby authorized to employ four expert clerks at a sal- 
ary not to exceed one hundred dollars per month each; provided, their 
services shall be discontinued when said list shall have been made, and 
provided the employment shall not exceed six months. The sum of 
twenty-four hundred dollars, or so much thereof as may be necessary, is 
hereby appropriated out of any funds in the treasury not otherwise appro- 
priated, for the purpose of carrying into effect the provisions of this act. 
In case any county clerk of any county in this State after the receipt 
of the list of unsold lands or notices concerning the same hereinbefore 
provided to be sent to him by the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office shall fail to file, record or exhibit the same as hereinbefore pro- 
vided, he shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction 
thereof shall be fined in any sum not less than one. hundred dollars nor 
more than five hundred dollars. • 

Sec. 2. Any person desiring to purchase school or asylum land shall 
make a separate application for each tract applied for, addressed to the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office, describing the lands sought to 
be purchased, which application shall be accompanied with the affidavit 
of the applicant in effect that he desires to purchase the land for a home 
and has in good faith settled thereon, except where otherwise provided by 
law ; and he shall also swear that he is not acting in collusion with others 
for the purpose of buying land for any other person or corjporation, and 
that no other person or corporation is interested in the purchase thereof. 
He shall accompany said application with his obligation to thfe State, 
duly executed, binding the purchaser to pay to the State on the first day 
of November of each year thereafter until the whole purchase is paid 
one-fortieth of the aggregate price with interest at the rate of three per 
cent, per annum on the whole unpaid purchase money, which interest 
shall also be payable on the first day of November of each year. Said 
application, oath and obligation shall be filed in the office of the county 
clerk of the county in which the land is applied for or a part thereof is 
situated, or of the county to which said county is attached for judicial 
purposes ; but the clerk shall not file such application until the applicant 
shall have deposited with him the first payment of one-fortieth of the 
aggregate purchase money for the particular tract of land. Upon the 
receipt of said application and' first payment, the county clerk shall 
endorse officially on the application the day and the hour of filing, and 
record the same in full in a well bound book to be kept by him for that 
purpose, and shall also note on his record of unsold school lands, the 
name of the applicant and the date the application is filed and as soon as 
the application is recorded, the book and page where recorded. The 
county clerk shall record the application and obligation without delay, 
recording all applications in the order in which they are filed, and shall 
forthwith transmit them when recorded to the Commissioner of the Gen- 
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oral Land Office, and the first payment to the State Treasurer. All 
applications shall take effect from the time they are filed in the office of 
the county clerk of the proper county ; and for filing and recording each 
application and noting the name of the applicant and date of application 
on the record of unsold lands and transmitting it to the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office and the first payment to the Stat« Treasurer, 
and all other services in connection therewith, the clerk shall be entitled 
to a fee of one dollar for each application, to be paid by the applicant. 
Any failure or refusal of the county clerk to perform any duties required 
in this section shairbe an offense and upon conviction he shall be fined 
not less than one hundred dollars nor more than five hundred dollars. 

Sec. 3. The Commissioner of the General Land Office is hereby pro- 
hibited from selling to the same party more than four sections of land, 
and all applications to purchase land shall also disclose the prior lands 
purchased by the applicant from the State, if any, since the taking effect 
of this act, and the residence of the applicant at said time, and if it 
appear therefrom or from the records in the Land Office that said appli- 
cant has already purchased land aggregating four sections since the tak- 
ing effect of this act, his application shall be rejected; provided, this 
shall not apply to sales made to a purchaser and afterwards canceled as 
invalid for some reason other than abandonment and where the purchaser 
himself was not at fault. Every purchaser shall be required within three 
years after his purchase to erect permanent and valuable improvements 
on the land purchase by him, which improvements shall be of the rea- 
sonable market value of three hundred dollars. If any purchaser shall 
fail to reside upon and improve in good faith the land purchased by him 
as required by law, he shall forfeit said land and all payments made 
thereon to the State, to the same extent as for the non-payment of inter- 
est, and such land shall be again upon the market as if no such sale and 
forfeiture had occurred, and all forfeitures for non-occupancy shall have 
the effect of placing the land upon the market without any action what- 
ever on the part of the Commissioner of the General Land Office ; and if 
any purchaser shall be forced to yield possession of the land purchased by 
him from the State on account of any writ or other judicial process 
issued from a court of competent jurisdiction, or be compelled to tempo- 
rarily yield his possession from a well-grounded fear of death or serious 
bodily injury, such absence shall not work the forfeiture provided by law 
for non-occupancy; but no writ of injunction shall issue in any case 
involving the title or possession of lands herein referred to where the 
applicant has an adequate remedy at law by sequestration or otherwise. 

Sec. 4. Any person desiring to lease any portion of the lands belong- 
ing to any of the funds mentioned in this act shall make application in 
writing to the Commissioner of the General Land Office, specifying and 
describing the particular lands he desires to lease; and thereupon the 
Commissioner, if the lands applied for are subject to lease, and not in 
immediate demand for actual settlement, shall notify the applicant in 
writing who first files written application therefor that his proposition 
to lease is accepted, and thereupon he shall execute to the lessee in tho 
name and by the authority of the State of Texas a lease of said lands for 
such time as may be agreed upon, not to exceed five years ; and when sat- 
isfied that the lessee has paid to the Treasurer of the State the rent for 
one year in advance, he shall deliver said lease to the clerk of the county 
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court of the county in which the land is situated, or of the county to 
which said county is attached for judicial purposes, and it shall be the 
duty of the clerk' to record in a well bound book kept in his office, open 
to public inspection^ a memorandum or abstract* of said lease, showing 
the number of the survey or surveys leased, the name of the original 
grantee, the amount leased, the name of the lessee, the date of the lease 
and the number of years it has to run; and for entering said memo- 
randum the clerk shall be entitled to a fee of twenty-five cents. Upon 
payment of said fee the clerk shall deliver the lease to the lessee and no 
other record of leases hereafter made shall be required except said memo- 
randum. When any of such leases are filed for record the clerk shall 
make the memorandum or abstract above provided for. All lands which 
may be leased shall be subject to sale at any time, except where otherwise 
provided herein. This provision in regard to the sale of leased lands 
shall apply to leases heretofore made as well as to those hereafter to be 
made. Any section or part of a section which may be leased shall not be 
sold except to the lessee, nor shall the lessee be disturbed in his posses- 
sion thereof during the term of his lease, when he has placed on such 
section or part of a section improvements to the value of two hundred 
dollars. In the following named counties lands heretofore leased shall 
not be subject to sale until said leases expire, except as herein provided, 
towit: Kent, Garza, Lynn, Scurry, Bordeh, Dawson, Mitchell, Martin, 
Howard, Coke, Sterling, Glasscock, Tom Green, Irion, Schleicher, Men- 
ard, Mason, Uvalde, Frio, Kerr and Bandera, provided, that after the 
expiration of five years from the date this act takes effect all lands now 
under lease in any of the counties above named shall be subject to sale 
regardless of the fact as to whether or not the lease on the land has 
expired. 

Sec. o. The following counties shall constitute the absolute lease 
district, towit : El Paso, Jeff Davis, Presidio, Brewster, Eeeves, Pecos, 
Loving, Winkler, Ward, Yoakum, Terry, Gaines, Andrews, Ector, Mid- 
land, Upton, Crane, Crockett, Sutton, Val Verde, Edwards, Kinney, 
Maverick, Zavala, Dimmit, La Salle, McMullen, Webb, Duval, Nueces, 
Kimble, Zapata, Starr, Hidalgo and Cameron. All tracts of land lying 
partly inside and partly outside of the absolute lease district shall be con- 
sidered for the purpose of sale and lease, as being wholly without said 
district. And lands situated in the absolute lease district which may be 
leased shall not be sold during the term of the lease, except as provided 
herein. On the expiration of any lease in the absolute lease district the 
lands shall remain subject to sale for a period of sixty days, except where 
there are improvements on a section of the value of two hundred dollars 
or more, and if it has been previously classified and valued by the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office, and notice given to the county 
clerk, it shall not be necessary to give the clerk any further notice in 
order to put the land on the market, but it shall be considered as already 
on the market and subject to sale. During said period of sixty days the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office shall suspend action upon any 
application to lease said land, and shall award it upon any legal applica- 
tion to purchase made during said time. And that the party purchasing 
any of said lands, whether inside or outside of the absolute lease district, 
within the inclosure of another, shall not turn loose any stock within the 
inclosure until he shall have provided sufficient water for the stock so 
turned loose, and any violation of this provision shall be an offense, and 
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upon conviction the party so oflEending shall be fined one dollar for each 
head of stock so turned loose, and each thirty days violation shall con- 
stitute a separate offense. If no application to purchase has been, filed 
in the proper county clerk's ofiice within sixty days after the expiration 
of the lease, then the fo-rmer lessee shall have a preference right over any 
one else for thirty days thereafter to re-lease such lands or any part 
thereof, but his lease shall run from the expiration of his old lease. In 
all cases where the lease is terminated under any of the provisions of this 
act before the expiration of the term of lease, the lessee shall have a pro 
rata credit upon his next year's rent or the money refunded to him by 
the Treasurer as he may elect. On the expiration of his lease or its 
termination under the provisions of law, or by a final judgment of any 
court of competent jurisdiction, the lessee shall have the right for the 
period of sixty days to remove any or all improvements he shall have 
placed upon the leased premises. No purchaser or other person than the 
lessee shall be permitted to turn loose within such lessee^s inclosure more 
than one head of horses, mules or cattle, or in lieu thereof, four head of 
sheep or goats, for every ten acres of land so purchased, owned or con- 
trolled by him and uninclosed. Each violation of the provisions of this 
act which restrict the number of stock which m^^y be turned loose in such 
inclosure shall be an offense, and the offender, on conviction, shall be 
punished by fine of one dollar for each head of stock he may so turn 
loose, and each thirty days' violation of the provisions of this section 
shall constitute a separate offense. The Commissioner of the General 
Land Office is hereby prohibited from renewing any lease before its 
expiration, as shown on the face of the original lease contract; and no 
lease contract shall be canceled, except in cases where the land has been 
or may be sold as provided by law, or where the lessee fails to pay the 
annual rental due the State within sixty days from the date it becomes 
due. And when the lessee shall fail to pay his annual rental within 
sixty days after it becomes due, the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office shall cancel said lease and immediately notify the county clerk of 
the county in which the land, or a part thereof is situated, of the can- 
cellation and the date when canceled, and the clerk shall note the date of 
cancellation on his lease record, and the land shall be on the market for 
sale for sixty days after said cancellation. 

Sec. 6. Any lessee shall have sixty days prior right to purchase lands 
as an actual settler at expiration of his lease; and provided further that 
if the sections sought to be purchased have each improvements upon them 
of a permanent nature of the value of five hundred dollars, that then 
said section of sections need not be situated within the five mile radius 
as fixed by law, and provided further, that all lands purchased under 
this act that are not purchased under this preference right herein given 
lessees shall be situated within the five mile radius now required by law. 

Sec. ' 7. x\ll lands which are now or which may hereafter become 
detached lands shall be sold to actual settlers only on such terms condi- 
tions as are now or which may hereafter be provided by law. 

Sec. 8. The Commissioner of the General Land Office shall adopt 
such regulations for the sale of timber on the timbered lands as may be 
deemed necessary and judicious. Such timber shall not be sold for less 
than ^^Q dollars per acre cash, except in such cases as the Commissioner 
may ascertain by definite examination by an approved agent appointed 
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by liiln for that purpose, to be paid by the purchaser, to be sparsely tim- 
bered or containing timber of but little value, in which case he may sell 
tlie timber on such sections or part of sections at its proper value, pro- 
vided such timber is sold at not less than two dollars per acre. The 
pxircliaser shall have five years from the dat of his purchase within 
which to remove the timber therefrom, and in case of failure to do so, 
such timber shall thereby be forfeited to the State without judicial ascer- 
taimnent; provided, that all timbered lands from which the timber has 
been cut and taken off may be placed on the market and sold as agri- 
cultural or grazing lands, according to classifications to be made by the 
Ijand Commissioner; provided, that upon application of the purchaser 
or his vendees of any such timber made within ^yq years from the pur- 
chase of such timber the Commissioner of the General Land Office shall 
have said land classified at the expense of the owner of said timber as 
agricultural or grazing land, and the owner of said timber shall have the 
right to purchase said land at the valuation fixed by said Commissioner 
on the same terms and conditions as other lands of like classification are 
sold under the provisions of this chapter. , 

Sec. 9. That all laws and parts of laws in oonflict with this act are 
hereby repealed. 

Sec. 10. The importance of the legislation proposed and the crowded 
condition of the calendar rendering it improbable that this bill can be 
read on three several days creates an imperative 'public necessity that the 
constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three several days be sus- 
pended and that this act take effect from and after its passage ; and it is 
fee enacted. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act was substituted 
for House bill No. 71 and passed the Senate by two-thirds vote, yeas 26, 
nays 1 ; and passed the House of Representatives April 9, 1901, vote not 
given. The House Journal, however, shows that it passed the House by 
two-thirds vote, yeas 96, nays 7.] 

Approved April 19, 1901. 

Became a law April 19, 1901. 



TAXES— EXTENDING TIME OF PAYMENT IN CERTAIN 

COUNTIES. 

H. B. No. 508.] Chapter CXXVI. 

An Act to extend the time of payment of the State and county taxes for the 
years 1900 in the counties of Brazoria, Fort Bend, Wharton, Waller, Galveston. 
Colorado, Austin, Grimes and Jackson, until February the 1st, 1902, from and 
after the 1st day of May, 1901. 

Whereas, the counties of Brazoria, Fort Bend, Wharton, Waller, Gal- 
veston, Colorado, Austin, Grimes and Jackson were, on the 8th day of 
September, 1900, visited by a storm of unprecedented calamity, whereby 
many lives were lost, and property of great value destroyed and dam- 
aged, and whereby a great number of people were left homeless and 
without resources, either of property or money, and 
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Whereas, it is deemed" necessary at the present session of the Legisla- 
ture to enact proper legislation for the permanent relief for the suffering 
people of the counties above named, but before such legislation can be 
had, the tax collector of said county will under the law, proceed to the 
enforced collection of the State and county taxes for the said counties 
of Brazoria, Fort Bend, Waller, Wharton, Galveston, Colorado, Austin, 
Grimes and Jackson ; therefore. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
That the time for the collection and payment of all county and State 
taxes in the counties of Brazoria, Fort Bend, Wharton, Waller, Galves- 
ton, Colorado, Austin, Grimes and Jackson, for the year 1900, be extended 
until February 1, 1902, from and after the first day of May, 1901. 

Sec. 2. The fact that there is now no law in the State of Texas con- 
ferring upon State and county tax collectors any power and discretion 
extending the time for the enforced collection of taxes, and the fact that 
the said collectors of taxes for the counties of Brazoria, Fort Bend, Whar- 
ton, Waller, Galveston, Colorado, Austin, Grimes and Jackson, will on 
the first day of May, 1 901, proceed to the enforced collection of the taxes 
of said county for the year 1900, thereby inflicting upon the taxpayers 
of said county great hardships and irreparable loss and damage, creates 
an imperative public necessity and an emergency requiring the suspen- 
sion of the constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three several 
days, therefore the said constitutional rule is hereby suspended, and that 
this act take effect and be in force from and after its passage, and it is 
sa enacted. 

[N'OTE. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
House of Eepresentatives by two-thirds vote, yeas 96, nays 5 ; and was 
reported to the Senate, where same was amended and passed by two- 
thirds vote, yeas 25, nays ; House concurred in Senate amendments by 
two-thirds vote, yeas 106, nays 0.] 

Approved April 19, 1901. 

Became a law April 19, 1901. 



CITY OF GALVESTON— GEANTING AID TO RAISE THE 

GEADE OF. 

S. S. B. ^0. 152.] Chapter CXXVII. 

An Act to aid the city of Galveston in elevating and raising said city so as to 
protect it from calamitous overflows, by donating and granting to it the State 
ad valorem, and a part of the occupation and poll taxes, collected on property 

. and from persons in said city, for a period of fifteen years, and to provide a 
penalty for their misapplication. 

Whereas, the city of Galveston was, on the 8th day of September, A. 
D. 1900, devastated by a storm and calamitous overflow, whereby thou- 
sands of lives were lost, and property of the value of many millions of 
dollars was destroyed, which caused and constitutes a great public calam- 
tiy; and 

Whereas, the agricultural, commercial, manufacturing, mining and 
stock-raising interests of the State of Texas and of the States and Terri- 
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tories, a large portion of the commerce of which seeks the high seas 
through the port of Galveston, require the speedy protection of said city 
and port and with a view of the State of Texas aiding in protecting said 
city and the inhabitants thereof, from calamitous overflows ; therefore 
Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 

Section 1. That, for a period of two years, commencing with the 
fiscal year beginning September 1, 1901, there be and hereby are donated 
and granted, by the State of Texas, to the city of Galveston, the net 
amounts of money collected from the following State taxes : 

1st. The State ad valorem taxes collected upon property and from 
persons, in the corporate limits of the city of Galveston. 

2nd. The State ad valorem taxes collected from railroad companies 
upon property situated in the county of Galveston, including rolling 
stock, which shall be ascertained and apportioned as now provided by 
law. 

3rd. Three-fourths of all moneys collected from State occupation 
taxes received from persons, firms, companies or associations of persons 
doing business in the city of Galveston. 

4th. All State poll taxes collected from persons in the city of Gal- 
veston, except that belonging to the public school fund. 

Sec. 2. The assessor of taxes for the county of Galveston shall assess 
all property and persons within the corporate limits of the city of Gal- 
veston separately from those in other portions of said county, and shall 
make and keep the assessment rolls for said city separate and distinct 
from the assessment rolls for the remainder of Galveston county. 

Sec. 3. The Comptroller shall keep separate accounts of all taxes 
collected within the corporate limits of the city of Galveston, and also 
from that portion of Galveston county outside of the corporate limits of 
said city of Galveston. 

Sec 4. At the end of each month the collector of taxes for Galves- 
ton county shall, on forms to be furnished by the Comptroller of Public 
Accounts, make an itemized report, under oath, to said Comptroller, 
showing each and every item of State ad valorem, occupation and poll 
taxes collected by him, as provided for in the two foregoing sections, 
upon property and from persons within the city of Galveston, and accom- 
pany the same with a summarized statement showing full disposition of 
all such State taxes collected; said collector shall present such report, 
together with the tax receipt stubs, authorized by law to be kept, to the 
county clerk of Galveston county, who shall, within two days, compare 
said report with the said stubs, and if the same agree in every particular, 
as regards names, dates and amounts, he (the clerk) shall certify to its 
correctness, for which examination and certificate he shall be paid by the 
commissioners court twenty-five cents for each certificate, and twenty- 
five cents for each two hundred taxpayers on said report. The said col- 
lector shall then, immediately, forward his reports, so certified, to the 
Comptroller, and shall pay over to the city treasurer of the city of Gal- 
veston all monies collected by him, during said month, under the pro- 
visions of this act, except such amounts as are allowed by law for assess- 
ing and collecting the same, and shall forward a duplicate copy of the 
receipt given to him by the treasurer of the city of Galveston, for such 
monies, to the Comptroller. 

Sec. 5. The treasurer of the corporation of the city of Galveston 
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shall, at the end of each month, make an itemized report, under oath, to 
the Comptroller of Public Accounts, showing the amount of money 
received by him from the collector of taxes for Galveston county, and 
what disbursements, if any, have been made during said month, of said 
monies. 

Sec. 6. The municipal authorities of the city of Galveston shall, on 
the first of January of each year, cause to be made an itemized statement, 
under oath and in duplicate, showing the amount of money received by 
the city of Galveston, under the provisions of this act, and how the same 
has been expended. One copy of such statement shall be forwarded to 
the Governor of this State, and the other to the Comptroller of Public 
Accounts. 

Sec. 7. The monies herein and hereby granted and donated to the 
city of Galveston are declared to be a trust fund, for the purpose of 
aiding the city of Galveston in paying the interest and sinking fund 
upon an issue or issues of bonds, the proceeds of which bonds are to be 
used exclusively for the elevation and raising of the streets, avenues, 
alleys, sidewalks, and lots in said city above calamitous overflows, and 
for securing and protecting such filling. The use or diversion of such 
moneys for any other purpose whatsoever is hereby prohibited. A viola- 
tion of the provisions of this section shall constitute a misapplication of 
public money, and the person or persons so offending shall be punished 
as provided for in Article 96 of the Penal Code of Texas. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
Senate by vote, yeas 14, nays 8 ; and was reported to the House of Rep- 
resentatives, where same was amended and passed, no vote given ; Senate 
concurred in House amendments, no vote given.] 

Approved April 19, 1901. 

Takes effect 90 days after adjournment. 



AFFRAYS AND DISTURBANCES OF THE PEACE. 
H. B. No. 14.] Chapter CXXVIII. 

An Act to amend Article 336 Chapter 3, Title IX of the Penal Code of the State 
of Texas, relating to affrays and disturbance of the peace. 

Section' 1. Be it enacted hy the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
That Article 336 of Chapter 3, Title IX of the Penal Code of the State 
of Texas, relating to affrays and disturbance of the peace, be and the 
same is hereby amended so as to hereafter read as follows : 

Article 336. If any person shall discharge any gnn, pistol or firearms 
of any description, or shall discharge any cannon cracker or torpedo on 
or across any public square, street or alley in any city, town or village, 
or in any street, or within one hundred yards of any business house, in 
this State, he shall be fined in any sum not exceeding one hundred dol- 
lars. 

Sec. 2. By the term "cannon cracker" is meant any firecracker or 
other combustible package more than two inches in length, and more 
than one inch in circumference. 
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Sec. 3. The fact that there is now no sufficient law on this subject 
and the near approach of the end of the session creates an emergency and 
an imperative public necessity that the constitutional rule requiring bills 
to be read on three several days be suspended and that this act take effect 
and be in force from and after its passage and it is so enacted. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
House of Representatives, no vote given ; and passed the Senate, no vote 
given.] 

[Note. — The foregoing act was presented to the Governor of Texas 
for his approval on the 9th day of April, A. D. 1901, but was not signed 
by him nor returned to the house in which it originated with his objec- 
tions thereto within the time prescribed by the Constitution, and there- 
upon became a law without his signature. — John G. Tod, Secretary of 
State.] 

Takes effect 90 days after adjournment. 



watee fowl— penalty foe shooting of at night. 

H. B. No. 328.] Chapter CXXIX. 

An Act to amend Chapter 5, of the Criminal Code of the State of Texas, by add- 
ing thereto Article 430b, prohibiting the shooting, himting or killing of wild 
ducks, wild geese, or other wild aquatic fowl at night, in Harris, Jefferson, 
Galveston, Brazoria, Matagorda, Nueces, Aransas, Refugio, Lavaca, San Patri- 
cio, Cameron, Hidalgo and Calhoun counties. 

Section 1. Be it enacted hy the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
That Chapter 5, of the Criminal Code of the State of Texas, be so 
amended as to add thereto Article 430b, to read as follows, towit : 

Article 430b. If any person shall in either of the counties of Harris, 
Jefferson, Galveston, Brazoria, Matagorda, Nueces, Aransas, Eefugio, 
Lavaca, San Patricio, Cameron, Hidalgo or Calhoun shoot, or shoot at, 
with a gun of any description, or hunt or kill in any manner, any wild 
duck, wild goose, or any other kind of wild aquatic fowl at night, that 
is between sunset and sunrise, he shall be fined not less than five, nor 
more thg-n twenty dollars. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
House of Kepresentatives, no vote given ; and was reported to the Senate, 
where same was amended and passed, no vote given ; House concurred in 
Senate amendments, no vote given.] 

[Note. — The foregoing act was presented to the Governor of Texas 
for his approval on the 8th day of April, A. D. 1901, but was not signed 
by him nor returned to the house in which it originated with his objec- 
tions thereto within the time prescribed by the Constitution, and there- 
upon became a law without his signature. — John G. Tod^ Secretary of 
State.] 

Takes eilect 90 days after adjournment. 
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FISH AND GAME LAW— AMENDMENT TO. 
S. B. No. 140.] Chapter CXXX. 

An Act to amend Articles 529, 529e and 529g, and repealing Article 5291 of Chap- 
ter 56 of the General Laws of the State of Texas of 1899, and adding Articles 
529v and 529w to Chapter 5, Title XITI, of the Revised Penal Code of the State 
of Texas of 1895; and amending Article 5298 of Chapter 98 of the Greneral 
Laws of the State of Texas of 1897, relating to the offenses for the protection 
of fish, birds, game, etc., and repealing all laws in conflict herewith. 

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 

Section 1. That Articles 529, 529e, and 529g of Chapter 56 of the 
General Laws of the State of Texas of 1899/ be amended so as to here- 
after read as hereinafter set forth, and that Articles 529v and 529w be 
added to Chapter 5, Title XIII, of the Revised Penal Code of the State 
of Texas of 1895, as hereinafter set forth, and that Article 529s of Chap- 
ter 98 of the General Laws of the State of Texas of 1897 be amended so 
as to hereafter read as hereinafter set forth, and that Article 5291 of 
Chapter 56 of the General Laws of the State of Texas of 1899 be 
repealed. 

Article 529. Any person who shall wilfully deface, injure, destroy, or 
remove any buoy or fence, or parts thereof, used to designate or enclose 
a private oyster bed in this State, without the consent of the owner 
thereof, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction 
shall be fined in any sum not less than ten dollars ($10.00) nor more 
than two hundred and fifty dollars ($250.00). 

Article 529e. It shall be unlawful for any person to bring to market, 
sell or ship any redfish of more than twelve pounds in weight, or less 
than one and one-half pounds in weight; any trout of less than one 
pound in weight ; or sheep's-head of less than one pound in weight. Any 
person offending against this article shall upon conviction, be fined in 
any sum not less than ten dollai:s ($10.00) nor more than two hundred 
and fifty dollars ($250.00). 

Article 529g. It shall be unlawful for any person, during the breed- 
ing season, consisting of the months intervening between April the 1st 
and September the 1st, to catch any fish, green turtle, or terrapin, by 
drag net seine, set net or any other device, except the ordinary hook and 
line and cast net, or to drag any seine or seines or set any net or nets in 
these waters which are hereby declared to be breeding grounds for fish, 
green turtle and terrapin towit : 

1 . All that portion of water of Cameron and Nueces counties known 
and marked on the United States coast survey chart as Baffin^s Bay and 
Aqua Dulce. 

2. All that portion of water in Nueces county north of the San 
Antonio and Aransas Pass railroad bridge, and marked on the United 
States coast survey chart as Nueces Bay. 

3. All that portion of water in Aransas and Refugio counties, known 
and marked on the United States coast survey chart as Capano Bay, 
Puerto Bay and St. Charles Bay. 

4. All that portion of water of Lavaca Bay in Calhoun county north 
and west of a line starting from the extreme east end of Gallinipper 
Point and running in a northerly direction along Gallinipper Bar to the 
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extreme south point of Point Comfort, sometimes called Mitcheirs 
Point. 

5. All that portion of water marked on the United States coast sur- 
vey chart as Hyne's Bay. 

6. All that portion of water in Calhoun county north of a line start- 
ing from the extreme point of Marsh's Point, and running due^east to 
vhe east bank of San xintonio Bay, and marked on the United States 
t*oast survey chart as Mission Bay and San Antonio Bay. 

7. All that portion of water in Calhoun county marked on the United 
States coast survey chart as Keller\s Bay and Carancahua Bay. 

8. All that portion of water in Matagorda county known on the 
United States coast survey chart as Trespalacious Bay ; also all that por- 
tion of water in said county north of a line extending from Half -moon 
light house in a northeasterly direction to Dog Island, and all that water 
lying north of a line extending from Dog Island to the mouth of Caney 
Creek. 

9. All that portion of water in Brazoria county marked on the United 
States coast survey chart as Bastrop Bay and Oyster Bay. 

10. All that portion of water in Galveston and Harris counties north 
of a line starting from the extreme southern point of Red Bluff on the 
west bank of Galveston Bay and running in an easterly direction to the 
first beacon south of Morgan's Point, thence in a northerly direction to 
the extreme point of Mesquite Point. 

11. • All that portion of water in Chambers county marked on the 
United States coast survey chart as Turtle Bay. 

12. All that portion of water in Galveston and Harris counties 
known as Clear Creek and Clear Lake as far up as the G. H. & H. R. R. 
bridge. 

13. All that portion of water in Chambers county Starting from the 
njouth of Trinity river with all adjacent channels, bayous and lakes, up 
said river to include Lake Charlotte. 

14. All that portion of water in San Patricio and Nueces counties 
lying north of a line drawn from the south end of the S. A. & A. P. R. R. 
bridge and running in an easterly direction to the extreme southern 
point of Hatches peninsular. 

15. All that portion of water lying west of a line drawn from the 
northwest point of Mustang Island at the old revetment (placed there 
by the United States government) to the first buoy south of the light 
house and continuing in the same direction to the east shore of Harbor 
Island, said body of water lies between Mustang and Harbor Islands 
and is commonly known as the Cove. 

16. All that portion of water known as Red Fish Bay in Aransas 
and Nueces counties, being all that body of water lying west of and 
between Shell Banks, Bird Island, Hog Island, Blackberry Island and 
Ransom^s Island on the east and the mainland on the west. 

17. All that body of water on the west shore of St. Joe Island, begin- 
ning at a poirft on St. Joe Island called Caesar^s Point, thence in a south- 
erly direction along the middle ground to a stake 600 feet due west of 
Allen's wharf, thence east to the west shore of said island, thence north- 
erly with the meanders of said shore to the place of beginning. Any 
person offending against this article shall be deemed guilty of a mis- 
demeanor and upon conviction shall be fined not less than ten dollars 
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($10.00), nor more than two hundred and fifty dollars ($250.00). Each 
day shall constittite a separate offense, and in all prosecutions under this 
article the identification of the boat from which the violation occurred 
shall be prima^ facie evidence against the owner, or parties last in charge 
of such seines or nets or on such boat. 

Artiijle 529s. It shall be unlawful for any person to catch any fish, 
green turtle or terrapin with seine, set net or any other device (except 
with the ordinary hook and line) for market, in any of the bays or coast 
waters of this State, or gather any oysters with tongs or otherwise, for 
market or planting from any of the public reefs or beds in this State, 
without first having procured a license from the Pish and Oyster Com- 
missioner or his deputy. And if any person or persons shall drag any 
seine or set any net or nets or other devices who are regularly engaged 
ill the business of catching fish, green turtle or terrapin for market, with 
seine or set nets or other devices, it shall be prima facie evidence that 
such person or persons were fishing for market. And if any person or 
persons shall gather any oysters from any of the public reefs or beds 
of this State with tongs or otherwise, who are regularly engaged in the 
business of gathering oysters for market, it shall be prima facie evidence 
that such person or persons were gathering such oysters for market. 

Any person offending against this article shall be deemed guilty of a 
misdemeanor and upon conviction shall be fined not less than ten dollars 
($10.00), nor more than two hundred and fifty dollars ($250.00), and 
each day shall constitute a separate offense. 

Article 529v. Any person who is a citizen of the United States wish- 
ing to engage in the catching of fish, green turtle or terrapin or gather 
any oysters for market in any of the coast waters in this State in accord- 
ance with the provisions of the fish and oyster law of this State, shall 
apply to the Fish and Oyster Commissioner or his deputy for registra- 
tion. He shall furnish said officer on oath, his name, place of residence, 
the name and kind of boat, vessel or craft to be used or employed by him, 
and the number of men to be employed: thereupon, the said officer shall 
register him and his boat and -prescribe for his boat a number corre- 
sponding with applicant's registered number, which number the appli- 
cant shall cause to be plainly marked or placed on each side of the prow 
of his vessel, boat or craft for which he shall pay the said officer a fee 
of fifty cents for each vessel, boat or craft registered and the said officer 
shall furnish him with a certificate of such registration ; and any person 
failing to comply with the provisions of this article shall be deemed 
guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction shall be fined not less than 
ten dollars ($10.00) nor more than two hundred and fifty dollars 
($250.00), and each day any person shall fish for green turtle, fish or 
terrapin or gather any oysters for market in any of the coast waters of 
this State without having complied with the provisions of this article, 
shall constitute a separate offense. 

Article 529w. If any person shall wilfully oppose or resist any officer 
in discharging the duties of Fish and Oyster Commissioner or deputy 
Fish and Oyster Commissioner under the provisions of the fish and 
oyster laws of this State, he shall, upon conviction, be fined not less than 
twenty-five dollars ($25.00), nor more than five hundred dollars 
($500). 

Sec. 2. Whereas, the fact that the laws of this State are now inade- 
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quate for the protection of the subjects of the foregoing act, creates an 
emergency and an imperative public necessity that this act be passed 
under a suspension of the constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on 
three several days, and the said rule is therefore suspended and this act 
shall take effect from and after its passage, and it is so enacted. 

Sec. 3. That all laws and parts of laws in conflict herewith be and 
tiie same are hereby repealed. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
Senate by two-thirds vote, yeas 21, nays 0; and passed the House of Eep- 
resentatives by two-thirds vote, yeas 95, nays 0.] 

Approved April 23, 1901. 

Became a law April 23, 1901. 



QUAEANTINE. 
.H. B. No. 138.] Chapter CXXXI. 

An Act to amend Article 472, Chapter 6, Title XII, of the Penal Code of the 
State of Texas, and by adding to said chapter Articles 478a, 478b, 478c, 478d, 
relating to quarantine; and to repeal all laws and parts of laws in conflict 
herewith. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
That Article 472, Chapter 6, Title XII, of the Penal Code of the State 
of Texas, relating to quarantine, be so amended as to hereafter read as 
follows, and that Articles 478a, 478b, 478c, and 478d, be added to S3,id 
chapter. 

Article 472. After the legal establishment of any quarantine station 
on the coast of this State, if any vessel shall land or arrive at such sta- 
tion from any infected port without a bill of health from Ithe proper 
officer of said port, or with a false bill of health, the master or command* 
ing officer of such vessel shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and 
upon conviction shall be fined not less than five hundred nor more than 
Hve thousand, dollars. 

Article 478a. Any person who shall knowingly and wilfully violate 
any regulation of quarantine established by the Governor, the State 
Health Officer, or the health officer of any county or city of this State, 
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof shall be 
punished by a fine of not less than twenty, nor more than one thousand 
dollars. 

Article 478b. If any conductor, or person in charge of any train, 
ship, steamboat or any other kind of common carriers, shall knowingly 
and wilfully bring into this State, any person or thing contrary to the 
quarantine regulations as proclaimed by the Governor, or State Health 
Officer, such conductor or person so knowingly and wilfully offending, 
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof shall be 
fined in any sum not to exceed five hundred dollars. 

Article 478c. Any merchant or other person who shall knowingly and 
wilfully order the shipment, or knowingly and wilfully receive any mer- 
chandise whose shipment into the State is prohibited by the Governor's 

20-G. L. 
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proclamation, or any person who knowingly and wilfully sells and pro- 
ceeds to deliver such merchandise or other article as above, shall be 
deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof shall be 
fined in any sum not exceeding five hundred dollars. 

Article 478d. Any physician who shall knowingly conceal any case of 
contagious disease, or who shall fail to report to the county or city health 
officer any case of contagious disease of which he may have knowledge, 
shall, upon conviction, be fined in any sum not less than twenty-five dol- 
lars, nor more than one hundred dollars. 

Sec. 2. The fact that the people of the State of Texas demand a more 
efficient quarantine law, creates an emergency and an imperative public 
necessity requires the suspension of the constitutional rule requiring bills 
to be read on three several days, and the rule is hereby suspended, and 
this act shall take effect and be in force from and after its passage. 

[Note. — ^The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
House of Eepresentatives by two-thirds vote, yeas 88, nays ; and passed 
the Senate by two-thirds vote, yeas 21, nays 0.,] 

Approved April 23, 1901. 

Became a law April 23, 1901. 



INDUSTEIAL INSTITUTE AND COLLEGE FOR WHITE 
GIELS— ESTABLISHING. 

H. B. No. 35.] Chapter CXXXII. 

An Act to create and establish an industrial institute and college in the State 
of Texas for the education of white girls in the arts and sciences. 

Sectioi^ 1. Be it enacted hy the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
That an industrial institute and college is hereby established for the 
education of white girls in the arts and sciences, which shall be known 
as the "Texas Industrial Institute and College for the Education of 
White Girls of the State of Texas in the Arts, and Sciences," and shall 
be located at 

Sec. 2. That the Governor shall nominate and appoint, by and with 
the consent of the Senate, seven persons to serve as a board of regents, 
who shall serve as such for two years, unless relieved, as provided for in 
Section 9 of this act. Said board, as soon as the location of said indus- 
trial institute and college is selected, as provided for in Section 9 of this 
act, shall contract for the erection of such buildings as they may deter- 
mine upon, or improve any buildings which may be donated to the State, 
and properly equipping said college; and for the purpose of procuring 
the best and most economical plans, said board may designate one of its 
number, or other person, to visit other industrial colleges for girls for 
the purpose of investigation and furnishing information to the board on 
that subject, such person to be paid his actual expenses and not exceed- 
ing three dollars per day while actually engaged in said investigation and 
report, to be paid out of the appropriation hereinafter provided for, for 
the erection of buildings, and support and maintenance of said college. 

Sec. 3. In all cases of vacancy, the appointment to fill such vacancy, 
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and to reappoint to fill the position, shall also, from time to time, be 
made as provided in the second section ; provided, that if the Legislature 
be not in session, the Governor may fill such vacancy by appointment 
until the next session of the Legislature, when, if the Senate shall not 
confirm the appointment, •the appointment of some other person shall be 
made, as provided in Section 2. 

Sec. 4. That the board of regents shall have the power incident to 
their position, and in the same and to the same extent, so far as may be 
applicable, as is conferred by law on the regents of the University of 
Texas. Said board of regents shall at their first meeting which shall be 
called by the Governor, elect a president, a secretary and a treasurer, 
. whose terms of office shall be two years. The president so elected shall 
convene the board of regents of said industrial institute and college to 
consider any business connected with the same, whenever he shall deem it 
expedient to do so; it shall be the duty of the secretary to record in a 
well bound book all of the proceedings had by said board, and he shall be 
paid such salary as the board may prescribe ; it shall be the duty of the 
treasurer to receive and disburse all moneys under the direction of the 
board. He shall be required to give bond in such sum as may be pre- 
scribed by the board. 

Sec. 5. That the board of regents shall possess all the powers neces- 
sary to accomplish and carry out the provisions of this act, the establish- 
ment and maintenance of a first-class industrial institute and college for 
the education of white gij-ls in this State in the arts and sciences, at which 
such girls may acquire a literary education, together with a knowledge 
of kindergarten instruction ; also a knowledge of telegraphy, stenography 
and photography; also a knowledge of drawing, painting, designing and 
engraving, in their industrial application; also a knowledge of general 
needle- work, including dressmaking; also a knowledge of bookkeeping; 
also a thorough knowledge of scientific and practical cooking, including 
a chemical study of food; also a knowledge of practical housekeeping; 
also a knowledge of trained nursing, caring for the sick ; also a knowledge 
of the care and culture of children; with such other practical industries 
as from time to time may be suggested by experience, or tend to promote 
the general object of said institute and college, towit: fitting and pre- 
paring such girls for the practical industries of the age. 

Sec. 6. That the board of regents herein mentioned shall appoint a 
president and professor of the said industrial institute and college, and 
such other ofticers as they may think proper, to put the same in success- 
ful operation, and to make such rules and regulations for the government 
of said officers as they may deem advisable. They shall regulate rates of 
tuition, together with course of discipline necessary to enforce the faith- 
ful discharge of the duties of all officers, professors and students. They 
shall divide the course of instruction into departments, so as to secure 
a thorough education and the best possible instruction in all of said 
industrial studies, selecting careful and efficient professors in each 
department, and shall adopt all such rules, by-laws and regulations as 
they may deem necessary to carry out all the purposes and objects of said 
institution. 

Sec. 7. The board of regents shall receive such compensation as is 
now allowed to the board of regents for the University of Texas, to be 
paid out of the appropriation for this industrial institute and college. 
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Sec. 8. It is the object of this act that this institution shall be estab- 
lished with as small outlay of public money as possible, to carry out its 
great importance and utility, and the said board shall prepare a general 
plan of said industrial institute and college after the location and selec- 
tion of the site thereof, comprising the nece^ary departments, dormi- 
tories and outhouses; also an estimate of the cost of necessary school 
furniture, including cost of building and department appliances, and 
thus shall build and establish in any one year only such houses, dormi- 
tories and departments as they may deem for the best interest of said 
institute and college, and of the greatest practical importance. 

Sec. 9. As soon after the passage of this act as practicable, the Gov- 
ernor shall appoint a commission, composed of one person from each 
congressional district, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, 
whose duty it shall be to select a site for said industrial institute and 
college, and to obtain the title to the same as cheaply as possible, pro- 
vided, the lasting advantages of the institution shall thereby be conserved. 
They may, in the selection of such site take into consideration any dona- 
tion of money, lands or buildings which may be offered to the board; 
provided, that the site may be as good and permanently advantageous, by 
the acceptance of such donated lands or buildings ; provided, that should 
said locating board be of the opinion from all the facts and circumstances 
that it would best subserve the interest of said industrial institute and 
college for girls, as well as the interest of any established institution of 
learning; or any institution that may be established before the location 
is selected for said industrial institute and college, to make the same a 
part of such other educational institution already established or that may 
l3e established, they are fully authorized to do so, and in the event of 
such action, then the entire management of the combined colleges shall 
be committed to the board of regents, trustees or directors, to which the 
girls^ industrial college is attached, and the board of regents provided for 
in Section 2 of this act shall be relieved of any further duty or respon- 
sibility in the premises, and their offices shall cease to exist from and 
after said action combining the two institutions ; provided further, that 
said locating board shall take into consideration in determining the ques- 
tion of establishing said industrial college for girls as a separate institu- 
tion, or of combining the same with another college, the relative expense 
to the State, as well as the educational interest of the State generally. 
They shall also take into consideration the healthfulness, moral and 
social environments and influences, accessibility, and other facts and 
circumstances affecting the suitability of the site in question as a loca- 
tion for said industrial institute and college. Said locating board shall 
receive, out of the amount hereinafter appropriated, all of their neces- 
sary traveling and other expenses incurred in the discharge of said duty, 
and the sum of three dollars per day each for every day they are actually 
eujgaged in making said location, not to exceed thirty days. Provided 
further, that the powers and duties of said locating board provided for 
herein shall only extend to the locating of said industrial college, and 
when same shall have been located by said board, that their offices cease 
to exist, and the entire erection and management be turned over to the 
board of regents as provided in this act; provided further, that no offer of 
money for the location of said college shall be accepted by said locating 
board until the parties making the offer shall make and deliver to said 
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board a good and sufficient bond, payable to the State of Texas, condi- 
tioned for the faithful compliance with said offer of donation, and no 
offer of land shall be accepted by said locating board until the title to 
same shall have been approved by the Attorney General of the State of 
Texas upon abstract furnished by parties offering said land. Provided, 
that when said locating board, shall have located said college their offices 
shall cease to exist, and the entire erection of buildings and equipping 
same, shall be turned over to the board of regents as herein provided. 

Sec. 10. That as soon as the building may be made ready for the 
reception of pupils or students in three or more departments of the indus- 
trial studies hereinbefore enumerated, the said regents shall apportion 
to each county its quota of pupils or students, on the basis of the number 
of the educatable white girls in the State and several counties, and the 
several superintendents of education of the several counties shall, after 
having given notice in some newspaper of the county, and three weeks 
after such publication, under such regulations as the board of regents 
may adopt, appoint such number of white girls to such industrial insti- 
txite and college as such county may be entitled to. 

Sec. 11. That the board of regents shall determine and fix the sal- 
ary of each officer, employe and professor in said industrial institute and 
college; provided, that the salaries of professors in any one department 
shall not exceed that which is now fixed for the professors of the Agri- 
cultural and Mechanical College. 

Sec. 12. That there shall be appropriated out of any money not other- 
wise appropriated, for the year 1901, for the purpose of erecting, improv- 
ing or repairing the .buildings and equipping the same, as provided in 
Section 2, of this act, and for the support and maintenance of said insti- 
tute and college, the sum of twenty-five thousand dollars; and for the 
year 1902, the sum. of twenty-five thousand dollars, or so much of said 
sums as may be necessary for said purposes. 

Sec. 13. The fact that there is now no institution for the industrial 
training of the white girls of Texas, and that work should begin at once 
to prepare for tlie opening of said institution in the fall of the present 
year, creates an emergency and an imperative public necessity that the 
constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three several days be sus- 
pended, and that this act take effect and be in force from and after its 
passage and it is so enacted. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
House of Kepresentatives, no vote given ; and passed the Senate, no vote 
given.] 

Approved April 23, 1901. 

Takes effect 90 days after adjournment. 
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CALHOUN, VICTORIA, JEFFERSON AND BEE COUNTIES- 
ROAD LAW FOR. 

H. B. No. 325.] Chapter CXXXIII. 

An Act to amend Chapter 168 of the General Laws of the State of Texas, passed 
at the Kegular Session of the Twenty-sixth Legislature, and approved June 5, 
1899, entitled a bill to be entitled "An Act to render more effective and efficient 
the present road law of the State of Texas, in its application and operation in 
the counties of Calhoun and Victoria, and to authorize and empower said coun- 
ties to issue bonds for the construction and maintenance of public roads and 
highways within the said counties," by adding the counties of Jefferson and 
Bee thereto. 

Section 1. Be it enacted hy the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
That Chapter 168, of the General Laws of the State of Texas, passed at 
the Regular Session of the Twenty-sixth Legislature and approved June 
5, 1899, be so amended as to hereafter read as follows: That each mem- 
ber of the commissioners court of Calhoun, Victoria, Jefferson and Bee 
counties, respectively, shall be, and is hereby created road commissioner 
of the respective commissioners precincts of the said counties. 

Sec. 2. That said commissioners courts of said counties of Calhoun, 
Victoria, Jefferson and Bee shall have full power and authority, and it 
shall be their duty to adopt such system for working, laying out, draining 
and repairing the public roads in said counties as they may deem best, 
and from time to time such courts may change their plans or system of 
working. 

Sec. 3. That each county commissioner, when acting as road com- 
missioner, and performing the duties imposed upon him by law or the 
commissioners court, shall be entitled to two dollars per day for the serv- 
ices actually performed: provided, that said sum to be paid shall not 
exceed the sum of ninety dollars per quarter, which amount shall be paid 
out of the road and bridge fund, when the account shall have been 
approved by the commissioners court. 

Sec. 4. The commissioners court of the counties herein named are 
authorized and empowered to issue bonds of their said counties, in addi- 
tion to the bonds heretofore authorized by law to be issued, as follows: 
For the purpose of constructing and maintaining public roads and high- 
ways within said counties; provided, that at no time the bonds so exe- 
cuted shall exceed the limit of the county indebtedness fixed by the Con- 
stitution. 

Sec. 5. The commissioners courts in the counties herein named, shall 
have authority to levy a tax, to the limit allowed by the Constitution, for 
the purpose of creating a sinking fund, and for providing for the payment 
of the interest on the bonds issued for maintaining the public roads 
within said counties. 

Sec. 6. The provisions of this act shall not be construed as in any 
way abridging or limiting the authority of the commissioners couii; in 
the matter of public roads as now provided by laiv, but the same is 
intended and shall be cumulative and in addition to and in aid of the 
present law, to render the same more etficient in its operation. 

Sec. 7. The fact that the commissioners courts of the counties herein 
named, will soon be in session for the purpose of levying the road tax for 
the ensuing year, and that there is an urgent need for the issuance of 
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bonds for the purpose of constructing and maintaining roads in the said 
counties, creates an emergency and an imperative public necessity that 
the constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three several days be 
suspended, and the said, rule is so suspended, and that this act take effect 
and be in force from and after its passage. 

[Note. — ^The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
House of Eepresentatives, no vote given ; and passed the Senate, no vote 
given.] 

[Note. — The foregoing act was presented to the Governor of Texas 
for his approval on the 8th day of April, A. D. 1901, but was not signed 
by him nor returned to the house in which it originated with his objec- 
tions thereto within the time prescribed by the . Constitution, and there- 
upon became a law without his signature. — John G. Tod, Secretary- of 
State.] 

Takes efEect 90 days after adjournment. 



ROAD SUPERINTENDENTS— EXEMPTING CERTAIN COUN- 
TIES FROM LAW CREATING OFFICE OF. 

H. B. No. 376.] Chapter CXXXIV. 

An Act to amend Article 4786a, Chapter 6, Title XCVII, of the Revised Statutes 

of the State of Texas. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
That Article 4785a, Chapter 6, Title XCVII, of the Revised Statutes of 
the State of Texas, be amended so as to hereafter read as follows : 

Article 4785a. The counties of Grayson, Travis, Houston, Dallas, 
Limestone, Fayette, Galveston, Cherokee, Wood, Raines, Harrison, 
Shelby, San Augustine, Sabine, Newton, Jasper, Tyler, Morris, Victoria, 
Goliad, Refugio, Aransas, Calhoun, Jackson, DeWitt, Hopkins, Comal, 
Upshur, Blanco, Camp, Gillespie, Lavaca, Parker, Panola, Milam, Lamar, 
Hill, Smith, Gregg, McLennan, Harris, Washington, Titus, Cass, Frank- 
lin, Delta, Angelina, ^^acogdoches, Bowie, Montgomery, Walker, Trinity, 
Red River, Henderson, Van Zandt, Tarrant and Jack counties, are 
exempted from the provisions of this chapter ; provided, that the county 
•commissioners courts of Dallas and Collin counties may accept and adopt 
the provisions of this act in lieu of the special acts for Dallas, Collin, 
Grayson and other counties, if in their judgment, its provisions are bet- 
ter suited to Dallas and Collin counties than the said special laws. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
House of Representatives, no vote given; and passed the Senate, no vote 
given.] 

[Note. — The foregoing act was presented to the Governor of Texas 
for his approval on the 5th day of April, A. D. 1901, but was not signed 
by him nor returned to the house in which it originated with his objec- 
tions thereto within the time prescribed by the Constitution, and there- 
upon became a law without his signature. — John G. Tod, Secretary of 
State.] 

• Takes effect 90 days after adjournment. 
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PERMANENT FREE SCHOOL FUNDS— AUTHORIZING 
INVESTMENT OF. 

H. B. No. 169.] Chapteh CXXXV. 

Ah Act to amend an act passed at the Regular Session of the Twenty-sixth Legis- 
lature, approved April 20, 1899, entitled "An Act to amend Articles 3892, 3893 
and 3894, Chapter 6, Title LXXXVI, of the Revised Civil Statutes of the State 
of Texas, relating to the duties and extending the powers of the Board of Edu- 
cation in the investment of the permanent free school fund, and adding thereto 
Articles 3891a, and 3894a, giving the State Board of Education an option of 
ten days on county bonds and on the bonds of incorporated cities; and pro- 
viding that when a premium is paid for bonds the Board of Education shall 
refund the same, and to authorize commissioners courts to invest the perma- 
nent public free school fund belonging to the counties in this State, as pro- 
vided in this act for the investment of the State permanent public free school 
fund. 

Section 1. Be it enacted hy the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
That Articles 3892, 3893 and 3894, of Chapter G, Title LXXXVI, of 
the Revised Civil Statutes of the State of Texas, and Articles 3891a and 
3894a, as added and amended at the Regular Session of the Twenty- 
sixth Legislature, approved April 20, 1899, be and the same are hereby 
amended so as to hereafter read as follows : 

Article 3891a. The Board of Education is hereby authorized and 
empowered to invest the pe'rmanent public free school funds of the State 
in bonds of the United States, the State of Texas and the bonds of the 
counties of the State ; and in the event the Board of Education is unable 
to invest all of the permanent public free school fund in such securities, 
they are authorized and empowered, in their discretion, to invest in the 
bonds of independent school districts of said State. 

Article 3892. Hereafter when any county bonds, or the bonds of any 
incorporated city or independent school district are offered for sale, the 
party offering or proposing to sell such bonds shall first submit them to 
the Attorney General of the State, who shall carefully inspect and exam- 
ine the same in connection with the law under which they were issued, 
and shall diligently inquire into the facts and circumstances so far as 
may be necessary to determine the validity thereof, and upon being satis- 
fied that such bonds were issued in conformity with law, and that they 
are valid and binding obligations upon the county or incorporated city 
or independent school district by which they purport or appear to have 
been issued, he shall therefore certify to their validity, and his certificate 
to that effect, so procured by the party offering such bonds for sale, shall 
be submitted to tiie Comptroller of Board of Education, with the bonds 
so offered for sale; and should the same be purchased as an investment 
for the permanent public free school fund from the county or incor- 
porated city or independent school district issuing the same, or from any 
person authorized by said county or incorporated city or independent 
school district to act for it in the negotiation or sale of such bonds, they 
shall thereafter be held in every action or proceeding in which their 
validity is or may be called in question, to be valid and binding obliga- 
tions of the county or incorporated city or independent school district 
issuing the same, unless fraudulently issued, or issued in violation of the 
constitutional limitation, and in ever}' such action a certificate of the 
Attorney General as aforesaid (which shall be carefully preserved by the 
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Comptroller), shall be admitted and received as prima facie evidence of 
the validity of the bonds and coupons thereto, which may been so pur- 
cliased; and it is further provided, that the commissioners courts of the 
counties of this State are hereby authorized to invest the permanent 
scliool fund belonging to their counties in the manner provided in this 
act for the investment of the State fund. 

Article 3893. j^othing in the preceding article shall be so construed 
as to relieve the Comptroller or Board of Education from the duty of a 
careful examination of the bonds offered as an investment for the perma- 
nent public free school fund of the State, an investigation of the facts 
tending to show the validity thereof, and such Board of Education may 
decline to purchase same unless satisfied that they are a safe and proper 
investment for such fund, and no bonds shall be purchased as an invest- 
ment for the. permanent public free school fund that do not bear as great 
a rate of interest as at least three per cent, per annum; and no county 
bonds or bonds of any incorporated city or independent school district 
shall be purchased as an investment for the permanent public free school 
fund when the indebtedness of such county, incorporated city or inde- 
pendent school district, inclusive of the bonds so offered, shall exceed 
seven per cent, of the assessed value of the real estate in such county or 
incorporated city or independent school district, and if default be made 
in the payment of the interest due upon such bonds, the Board of Educa- 
tion may at any time prior to the payment of such overdue interest, elect 
to treat the principal as als due, and the same shall thereupon, at the 
option of the Board of Education, become due and payable, and the pay- 
ment of both such principal and interest shall in all such cases be 
enforced in such manner as is or may be provided by law, and the right 
to enforce such collections shall never be barred by any law or limitation 
whatever. 

Article 3894. In all cases where the proceeds of the sales of any 
bonds have been received by the proper officers of the county or incor- 
porated city or independent school district or by the party acting for it 
in negotiating the sale thereof, such county or incorporated city or inde- 
pendent school district shall thereafter be estopped from denying the 
validity of such bonds so issued, and the same shall be held to be valid 
and binding obligations of the county or incorporated city or independent 
school district for the amount of bonds sued on and interest thereon, at 
the rate meationed therein, deducting such amounts, if any, as have been 
previously paid thereon. 

Article 3894a. Whenever any county or incorporated city or inde- 
pendent school district of this State issues any bonds, and they have been 
approved by the Attorney General, as is required by the previous articles 
of this chapter, the county judge of the county or the mayor of the 
incorporated city or the president of the board of trustees of the inde- 
pendent school district as the case may be, shall notify the State Board 
of Education of all bids received for such bonds, and the county judge, 
or mayor, or president of the board of trustees, as the case may be, shall 
give the State Board of Education an option of ten days in which to 
purchase such bonds; provided, that the said Board of Education will 
pay the price offered for such bonds by the best bona fide bidder, and if 
the Board of Education shall fail to purchase such bonds within the pre- 
scribed time, then the county judge, or mayor, or president of the board 
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of trustees, as the case may be, shall sell the bonds to the best bona fide 
bidder. In the event the State Board of Education shall pay a premium, 
out of the permanent school fund on any bonds purchased as an invest- 
ment for the permanent school fund, then the principal of such bonds 
and an amount of the interest last accruing on such bonds equal to the 
premium so paid, shall be, and be treated as the principal in such invest- 
ment, and when such last interest is collected, such sum of the same 
shall be returned to the permanent school fund. And if they purchase 
said bonds for less than par, the discount they receive in the purchase 
of said bonds shall be paid to the available school fund when the bonds 
are paid off and discharged. The price paid for bonds shall be endorsed 
thereon at the time the same are purchased; provided, that where said 
board shall refuse to purchase bonds from the county, city or independ- 
ent school district, or the parties to whom said bonds were issued, then 
in no event sail said board purchase said bonds from any subsequent 
owner or holder of same. 

Sec. 2. The fact that there is now over one million dollars belonging 
to the permanent public free school fund which is uninvested, creates a 
public necessity and emergency, requiring the suspension of the consti- 
tutional rule requiring bills to be read on three several days, and the rule 
is so suspended, and that this act take effect and be in force from and 
after its passage, and it is so enacted. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
House of Eepresentatives, no vote given; and passed the Senate, no vote 
given; report of Free Conference Committee adopted by the House, no 
vote given; and adopted by the Senate, no vote given.] 

Approved April 25, 1901. 

Takes effect 90 days after adjournment. - 



LIQUOR DEALERS^ BOND. 
S. B. No. 222.] Chapter CXXXYI. 

An Act to amend Article '5060g, Title CIV, Chapter la, of the Revised Civil 
Statutes of the State of Texas, of 1895, regulating bond of liquor dealers. 

Bq it enacted hy the Legislature of the State of Texas: 
' That Article 5060g, Title CIV, Chapter la, of the Revised Civil Stat- 
utes of the State of Texas, be amended so as to hereafter read as fol- 
lows: 

Article 5060g. Any person, firm or association of persons, desiring 
to engage in the sale of spirituous, vinous or malt liquors, or medicated 
bitters capable of producing intoxication, to be drunk on the premises, 
shall, before engaging in such sale, be required to enter into bond in the 
sum of ^YQ thousand dollars; provided, however, that any person, firm 
or corporation of persons dealing exclusively in malt liquors shall be 
required to give bond only in the sum of one thousand dollars, with at 
least two good lawful and sufficient sureties, payable to the State of 
Texas, to be approved by the county judge, conditioned that said person, 
firm or association of persons so selling spirituous, vinous or malt liquors 
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or medicated bitters capable of producing intoxication, in any quantity, 
to be drunk on the premises, shall keep an open, quiet and orderly house 
or place for the sale of spirituous, vinous or malt liquors, or medicated 
bitters capable of producing intoxication ; .and that such person, firm, or 
association of persons,' or his agent or their agent or employe, will not 
sell nor permit to be sold in his or their house or place of business, nor 
give nor permit to be given, any spirituous, vinous or malt liquors, or 
medicated bitters capable of producing intoxication, to any person under 
the age of twenty-one years, or to a student of any institution of learn- 
ing, or to any habitual drunkard, or to any person after having been 
notified in writing, through the sheriff or other peace officer, by the wife, 
mother, daughter or sister of the person, not to sell to any such person ; 
and that he or they will not permit any person under the age of twenty- 
one years to enter and remain in such house or place of business; and 
that he or they will not permit any games prohibited by the laws of this 
State to be played, dealt or exhibited in or about such house or place of 
business ; and that he or they will not rent or let any part of the house or 
place in which he or they have undertaken to sell spirituous, vinous or 
malt liquors, or medicated bitters capable of producing intoxication, in 
any quantity, to be drunk on the premises to any person or persons for 
the purpose of running or conducting any game or games prohibited by 
the laws of this State; and that he or they will not adulterate the liquors 
sold' by them in any manner, by mixing with the same any drug; and 
that he or they will not knowingly sell or give away any impure or adul- 
terated liquors of any kind ; which said bond shall be filed in the office 
of the county clerk of the county where the business is conducted, and 
shall be recorded by such clerk in a book to be kept for such purpose, for 
which service the said clerk shall be entitled to a fee of seventy-five 
cents ; which said bond may be sued on at the instance of any person or 
persons aggrieved by the violation of its provisions, and such person shall 
be entitled to recover the sum of five hundred dollars as liquidated dam- 
ages for each infraction of the condition of slich bond, and the said bond 
shall not be void on the first recovery, but may be sued on until the full 
penal sum named therein shall have been recovered. In addition to civil 
proceedings for individual injuries, brought on said bond as above indi- 
cated, if any person, firm or association of persons shall violate any of 
the conditions of the bond herein required it shall be the duty of the 
county and district attorneys, or either of them, to institute suit there- 
upon in the name of the State of Texas for the use and benefit of the 
county, and the amount of five hundred dollars as a penalty shall be 
recovered from the principals and sureties upon a breach of any of the 
conditions thereof ; and whenever the first or subsequent bond as required 
is exhausted by suit at the instance of individuals or for the use of the 
county a new similar bond shall be given and approved before the dealer 
shall have the right to further pursue the business of a liquor seller; or 
in case suit is pending on any such bond, and the county or district attor- 
ney shall make and file an affidavit with the clerk of the county court 
that he believes the bond of the defendant will be exhausted by said suit, 
the clerk shall at once notify the liquor dealer thereof, and it shall be 
the duty of the liquor dealer, within twenty days from the time the bond 
is exhausted, or in other event, within twenty days from the time the 
notice is given, to give a new bond similar to the first bond given, to be 
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approved in the same way; and until such new bond is given and 
approved, when it is required by this chapter, the liquor seller shall not 
have the right to further pursue the business of selling liquors, and any 
person, firm or association of persons who shall sell liquors in any quan- 
tity, to be drunk on the premises without giving -the first bond, or the 
new bond as required by this chapter, shall be deemed guilty of a mis- 
demeanor and on conviction shall be fined in the same amount provided 
for in cases where no license has been obtained. An open house in the 
meaning of this chapter, is one in which no screens or other device is 
used or placed either inside or outside of such house or place of busi- 
ness for the purpose of or that will obstruct the view through the open 
door or place of entrance into any such house or place where intoxicating 
liquors are sold to be drunk on the premises. A quiet house or place of 
business, in the meaning of this chapter, is one in which no music, loud 
or boisterous talking, yelling, or indecent or vulgar language is allowed, 
used or practiced, or any other noise calculated to disturb or annoy any 
person residing or doing business in the vicinity of such house or place 
of business, or those passing along the streets or public highways. By 
an orderly house is meant one in which no prostitute or lewd woman 
or women are allowed to enter or remain; and it is further provided, 
that said house must not contain any vulgar or obscene pictures. Any 
surety on such bond may relieve himself from further liability thereon 
by giving the principal in said bond notice in writing that he will no 
longer remain as su'rety on said bond and by filing with the county judge 
an affidavit that such notice has been given, and if within five days after 
such notice, if he fails to make a new bond, he shall cease to pursue said 
business until a new bond is given. And any person who shall continue 
to pursue said business after such affidavit is filed, he shall be guilty of 
a misdemeanor, and shall be punished as provided in cases where no 
license has been procured ; provided, that where the sale is made in good 
faith, with the belief that the minor was of age and there is good ground 
for such belief, that shall be a valid defense to any recovery on such 
bond ; and provided further, that where the sale to an habitual drunkard 
is made in good faith, with the belief that he was not an habitual drunk- 
ard, and there is good ground for such belief, that shall be a valid 
defense to any recovery on such bond ; provided the provisions of this act 
shall apply to suits by the State or any individual. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing act passed the 
Senate by vote, yeas 16, nays 6 ; and passed the House of Eepresentatives, 
no vote given.] 

Approved April 27, 1901. 

Takes effect 90 days after adjournment. 



RESOLUTIONS. 



TO PEOVIDE FOR PRINTING RULES OF SENATE AND 

HOUSE. 

H. C. R. No. 3.] Concurrent Resolution. 

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives, the Senate concurring, 
that there be printed for the use of the Senate and House, three hundred 
copies of the Texas Ijegislative Manual, which shall contain the rules of 
the House, the rules of^the Senate and the joint rules of the Senate and 
House, all of which shall be properly indexed; a list of the standing 
conmiittees of the two houses, the names of the Senators and Representa- 
tives, and their respective districts, the names of the officers of the House 
and Senate, the Constitution of this State and of the United States, and 
the Committee on Rules of the House, acting with the Senate Committee 
on Rules, is hereby authorized and instructed to have said copies bound 
and printed as hereinbefore provided. 

Amended by adding the following: "And the representatives of the 
press now reporting the proceedings of the Legislature.^^ 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing resolution passed 
the House of Representatives, no vote given; and passed the Senate, no 
vote given.] 

Approved January 31, 1901. 



TO PROVIDE FOR ELECTION OF UNITED STATES SENATOR. 

H. C. Ri No. 4.] Concurrent Resolution. 

• 

Resolved by the House of Representatives, the Senate concurring, that 
a joint committee shall be appointed, consisting of three members of the 
House, to be appointed by the Speaker, and three members of the Senate, 
to be appointed by the President of the Senate, whose duty it shall be to 
arrange the Hall and arrange for the election of a United States Senator. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing resolution passed 
the House of Representatives, no vote given; and passed the Senate, no 
vote given.] 

[Note. — The foregoing resolution was presented to the Governor of 
Texas for his approval on the 31st day of January, A. D. 1901, but was 
not signed by him nor returned to the House in which it originated with 
his objections thereto within the time prescribed by the Constitution, and 
thereupon became a law without his signature. — John 6. ToD^ Secretary 
of State.] 
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KESOLUTIONS UPON THE DEATH OF HOK WEB RIDLING. 
H. C. E. No. 5.] Concurrent Resolution. 

Whereas, the grim angel of death has removed from our midst, Hon. 
Web Ridling, a faithful servant of his people, a distinguished citizen of 
Texas, and an honorable and beloved representative of his people ; there- 
fore, be it 

Resolved by the House of Representatives, the Senate concurring, that 
in the death of Hon. Web Ridling, a worthy and noble citizen has gone, 
the House has lost an able member and Texas one of her patriotic sons. 

Resolved that we extend to the bereaved relatives our heartfelt sym- 
pathy in this their hour of grief. 

Resolved further, that a committee consisting of nine members, three 
from the Senate and six from the House, be appointed to take charge of 
the body and accompany it to the place of final interment. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing resolution passed 
the House of Representatives, no vote given; and parsed the Senate, no 
vote given.] 

Approved January 31, 1901. 



EXTENDING THANKS TO THE REPUBLIC OP MEXICO FOR 

DONATION TO SUFFERERS FROM THE 

SEPTEMBER STORM. 

H. C. R. No. 7.] Concurrent Resolution. 

Be it resolved by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 

1. That the action of the Congress of the Republic of Mexico in 
appropriating the sum of thirty thousand dollars ($30,000) from the 
public funds for the relief of the sufferers on the Texas coast in conse- 
quence of the storm of September 8, 1900, is fully appreciated and will 
be gratefully remembered by the people of Texas. 

2. That the Legislature of the State of Texas extends to the Presi- 
dent and the Congress of the Republic of Mexico its sincere thanks for 
this most generous and fraternal action and in return it expresses the 
hope that prosperity may continue to the Republic and happiness glad- 
den the hearts of its people through all the years to come. 

3. That the Governor be and he is hereby requested to transmit a copy 
of these resolutions to the President of the Mexican Republic. 

[N^TE. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing resolution passed 
the House of Representatives, no vote given ; and passed the Senate, no 
vote given.] 

Approved January 31, 1901. 
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FOR INVESTIGATION OF CONDITIONS IN STORM DISTRICT. 
H. C. R. No. 2.] Concurrent Resolution. 

Whereas, many citizens in the counties of Galveston, Brazoria, Fort 
Bend, Harris, Waller and other counties lost all of their property by the 
storm of September 8, 1900 ; and whereas, fiaid citizens are now in desti- 
tute circumstances and are in need of immediate aid ; and whereas, it is. 
expected of the Legislature and probably its duty to make the necessary 
appropriation to relieve the sufferings of said destitute citizens ; and 
whereas, it is the duty of the Legislature to guard against any unneces- 
sary expenditure of nublic funds ; 

Now, therefore, be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the 
State of Texas, the Senate concurring, that there shall be appointed a 
committee composed of three members of the House, to be appointed by 
the Speaker thereof, and three Senators to be appointed by the President 
of the Senate, whose duty it shall be: 

1st. To notify the mayors of all cities and towns within said counties 
having mayors, and one citizen of all other towns and villages in said 
counties of the time and place or places at which they will meet for the 
purpose of gathering information in regard to the needs of such destitute 
people, said meetings to be held at such times and place§ as determined 
by said committee, which said meeting shall not be held earlier than 
fifteen days after said notices have been given to the parties heretofore 
mentioned. 

2nd. To take evidence of the condition of the people reported to be in 
destitute circumstances, and to compile such data as they can to assist 
and as to what has been contributed towards the relief of such person, 
and how same has been distributed, and aid the Legislature in determin- 
ing what appropriation is necessary to be made, and to whom aid shall 
be given. 

3rd. Said committee is hereby authorized and empowered to hold such 
meetings or sessions at such places as may be designated by them in said 
notices for the term of six days unless their duties should be sooner per- 
formed. 

4th. They shall within thirty days after their appointment report to 
the House and Senate: 

1st. The number and names of those found to be destitute by reason 
of the storm of September, 1900, and who are in need of State aid, and 
to set. opposite the name of such person the amount thought necessary to 
relieve said person^s sufferings and necessities, and 

2nd. To file with such report all testimony and evidence of the desti- 
tution of said people, together with all evidence of those applying for 
aid, whether found by said committee to be destitute or not. 

Be it further resolved that the mayors and citizens to be notified as 
required in the first section of this resolution be and they are hereby 
requested to gather such information, evidence and data as they can, in 
regard to the destitute of their respective localities in the city of Galves- 
ton and other places at the times named by said committee to the end 
that said committee may make a full and careful investigation of the 
matters referred to them by this resolution in the six days allotted to 
them within which to make such investigation. 
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Be it further resolved that the Governor be and in hereby requested to 
furnish the committee appointed under this resolution with any and ail 
data in his possession, which would enable them to make a full and fair 
investigation as provided herein. 

Sec. 5. Nothing in this resolution shall be construed as committing 
the Legislature to either the policy or the principle of granting aid to the 
persons named therein out of the State revenue, but as an aid to the Leg- 
islature in determining the whole question in the light of the facts as 
they exist. 

The expenses of said committee shall be paid out of the contingent 
fund of the House and Senate respectively. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing resolution passed 
the House of Representatives, no vote given ; and passed the Senate, no 
vote given.] 

Approved February 1, 1901. 



EXTENDING THANKS TO THE AMERICAN RED. CROSS 

SOCIETY. 

H. C.-R. No. 8.] CoNCURBENT Resolution. 

Be it resolved by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 

1. In behalf of the people of Texas the Legislature extends to the 
American Red Cross Society its most grateful acknowledgments for the 
relief extended through the society to the sufferers in Texas by the stonn 
of September 8, 1900; and especially does the Legislature thank Miss 
Clara Barton, the President of the society, for her visit to the State and 
her personal supervision and direction of relief to those who were in need 
and in distress. 

2. That the Governor be and he is hereby requested to transmit a 
copy of this resolution to Miss Clara Barton. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing resolution passed 
the House of Representatives, no vote given ; and passed the Senate, no 
vote given.] 

" Approved February 1, 1901. 



STORM OF SEPTEMBER 8, 1900— EXTENDING THANKS TO 

THOSE WHO CONTRIBUTED TO RELIEF OF 

SUFFERERS FROM. 

H. C. R. No. 9.] Concurrent Resolution. 

Be it resolved hy the Legislature of the State of Texas: 

1. That the Legislature of Texas tenders its sincere thanks and most 
profound acknowledgments to every one wherever residing, who contrib- 
uted to the relief of those who suffered in the storm that visited the Texas 
coast on September 8, 1900. 

2. That such generous action will be forever borne in grateful remem- 
brance by the people of Texas. 
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3. That the press everywhere is requested to publish these resolutions. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing resolution passed 
the House of Eepresentatives, no vote given; and passed the Senate, no 
vote given.] 

Approved February 1, 1901. 



HOUSE CONCUERENT RESOLUTION NO. 12. 

Granting further powers to the special joint committee appointed 
under House Concurrent Resolution No. 2, to visit the storm stricken 
district, and limiting meetings of said committee to twelve days. 

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the State of Texas, 
the Senate concurring, that the joint committee provided for by House 
Concurrent Resolution No. 2, in addition to the powers granted and con- 
tained in said resolution, shall have and is hereby given the further 
power and authority : 

First, to hold its meetings for a time, if necessary, not to exceed twelve 
days. 

Second, that the chairman or any member of said joint committee be 
and they are hereby authorized to administer oaths and affirmations and 
to certify the same whenever necessary so to do in the performance of 
their duties as defined in said resolution. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing resolution passed 
the House of Representatives, no vote given; and passed the Senate, no 
Tote given.] 

Approved February 18, 1901. 



EXPRESSING GRATITUDE TO THOSE DONATING TO SUF- 
FERERS FROM SEPTEMBER STORM. 

S. C. R. No. 7.] Concurrent Resolution. 

Whereas, a large area of the coast section of Texas, including and 
adjoining the city of Galveston, was on September 8, 1900, visited by a 
hurricane of unparalleled severity, causing the death of thousands of per- 
sons, and the loss of many millions of property ; and. 

Whereas, a ' sympathetic world, including all lands and all civilized 
peoples, made prompt and generous contributions of money, food, cloth- 
ing, supplies and service, to the end that hunger was appeased, nakedness 
covered, shelter provided, and comfort afforded, whereby a brave people 
were sustained in their distress and inspired to efforts of recovery and 
rehabilitation ; therefore, be it 

Resolved that the Senate and House of Representatives of the State 
of Texas recognize and applaud these acts of charity and mercy, and in 
the name of the State and of the stricken people, hereby express their 
lasting gratitude. 

21-G. L. 
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[XoTE. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing resolution passed 
the Senate, no vote given; and j^assed the House of Representatives, no 
vote given.] 

Approved February 21, 1901. 



GEANTING HON. WELLS THOMPSOX, DISTRICT JUDGE, A 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

H. C. R. No. 15.] Concurrent Resolution. 

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives, the Senate concurring, 
that Hon. Wells Thompson, judge of the 23rd Judicial District of Texas, 
be and he is hereby granted leave to absent himself from the State during 
the months of July and August (sixty days) in the years 1901 and 1902. 

[XoTE. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing resolution passed 
the House of Representatives, no vote given; and passed the Senate, no 
vote given.] 

• Approved March 5, 1901. 



SUBMITTING CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT TO VOTE OF 

THE PEOPLE. 

S. J. R. No. 3.] Joint Resolution. 

Amending Article 6, Section 2, of the Constitution of the State of Texas, requir- 
ing all persons subject to a poll tax to have paid a poll tax and to hold a receipt 
for same before they offer to vote at any election in this State, and fixing the 
time of payinent of said tax. 

Be it resolved hy the Legislature of the State of Texas: 

Section 1. That Article 6, Section 2 of the Constitution of the State 
of Texas be amended so as to hereafter read as follows : 

Sec. 2. Every male person subject to none of the foregoing disquali- 
fications, who shall have attained the age of twenty-one years and who 
shall be a citizen of the United States, and who shall have resided in this 
State one year next preceding an election and the last six months within 
the district or county in which he offers to vote, shall be deemed a quali- 
fied elector and every male person of foreign birth subject to none of 
the foregoing disqualifications who not less than six months before any 
election at which he offers to vote, shall have declared his intention to 
become a citizen of the United States in accordance with the Federal 
Naturalization Laws, and shall have resided in this State one year next 
preceding such election and the last six months in the county in which he 
offers to vote, shall also be deemed a qualified elector; and all electors 
shall vote in the election precinct of their residence; provided, that elect- 
ors living in any unorganized county may vote at any election precinct 
in the county to which such county is attached for judicial purposes; and 
provided further, that any voter who is subject to pay a poll tax under 
the laws of the State of Texas shall have paid said tax before he offers 
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to vote at any election in this State and hold a receipt showing his poll 
tax paid before the first day of February next preceding such election. 
Or if said voter shall have lost or misplaced said tax receipt, he shall be 
entitled to vote upon making affidavit beforp any officer authorized to 
administer oaths that such tax receipt has been lost. Such affidavit shall 
be made in writing and left with the judge of the election, and this pro- 
vision of the Constitution shall be self-enacting without the necessity of 
further legislation. 

Sec. 3. The Governor of this State is hereby directed to issue the 
necessary proclamation submitting this amendment to the qualified voters 
of Texas at the next general election. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing resolution passed 
the Senate by two-thirds vote, yeas 23, nays 6, and was reported to the 
House of Representatives where it was amended and passed by two-thirds 
vote, yeas 87, nays 15; the Senate concurred in, House amendments by 
two-thirds vote, yeas 26, nays 0.] 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing resolution was pre- 
sented to the Governor of Texas for his approval on the 6th. day of March, 
A. D. 1901, but was not signed by him nor returned to the house in which 
it originated with his objections thereto within the time prescribed by the 
Constitution, and thereupon became a law without his signature. — John 
G. ToD, Secretary of State.] 

TO PROVIDE FOR PRINTING RULES OF HOUSE AND 

SENATE. 

H. C. R. No. 18.] Concurrent Resolution. 

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives, the Senate concurring, 
that of the three hundred copies of the Texas Legislative Manual for 
1901, heretofore authorized by concurrent resolution for the use of the 
Senate and House, two hundred copies be bound in flexible Morocco 
covers at an extra cost of not exceeding twenty-five cents per. copy, above 
the cost of the same book in flexible cloth and that the remaining hundred 
copies be bound in flexible cloth according to the specifications of the 
contract with the public printer. 

[Note. — The enrolled bills shows that the foregoing resolution passed 
the House of Representatives, no vote given; and passed the Senate, no 
vote given.] 

Approved March 7, 1901. 



ADOPTING A STATE FLOWER. 

C. S. R. No. 10.] Concurrent Resol-ution. 

Whereas, the State of Texas at present has no State flower, and 
Whereas, the National Society of Colonial Dames of America in Texas 
have requested of the Legislature that it adopt the lupinus subcamosus 
(generally known as buffalo clover or blue bonnet) as the State flower, 
therefore, 
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Be it resolved by the Senate of the State of Texas, the House of Rep- 
i^sentatives concurring, that the lupinus subcamosns (generally known 
as buffalo clover or blue bonnet) be and the same is hereby declared to be 
the State flower of Texas. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing resolution passed 
the Senate, no vote given ; and passed the House of Representatives, no 
vote given.] 

Approved March 7, 1901. 



AUTHORIZING RECONVEYANCE TO RUFUS HARDY OF 
LAND CONVEYED BY HIM TO THE STATE. 

H. C. R. No. 20.1 Concurrent Resolution. 

-" • 

Whereas, the Twenty-sixth Legislature authorized and empowered the 
trustees of the State Orphan Home at Corsicana to purchase for said 
Home, in the name of the State, certain lands contiguous to said Home, 
38.6 acres of which belonged to Rufus Hardy, a citizen of Navarro 
county; 

And whereas, by mistake a deed to this 38.6 acres of land was exe- 
cuted by said Rufus Hardy to the State of Texas and placed of record 
before certain objections raised by the Attorney General of Texas to the 
title had been cured, and by reason of which objections the State of 
Texas refused to accept said land, and declined to pay therefor, and 
never accepted or consented to accept title thereto and therefore acquired 
no title to said land ; 

And whereas the execution and record of said deed from Rufus Hardy 
to the State of Texas creates a cloud upon the title of said 38.6 acres, 
hereafter described, which the State of Texas is unwilling to permit to 
remain ; 

Therefore be it resolved by the House of Representatives, the Senate 
concurring, that the Governor of this State, the Hon. Joseph D. Sayers, 
or his successor in office, be and he is hereby empowered and instructed 
for and in the name of the State of Texas, for the purpose of removing 
said cloud to said title, to execute immediately to said Rufus Hardy a 
quit-claim deed to the following described tract of land towit : 

All that certain tract or parcel of land situated in the county of 
Navarro and State of Texas, and being a part of the John W. Williams 
survey, described as follows towit: 

Beginning at a stake at the southeast corner of a one hundred acre 
tract known formerly as James Kerr, Sr., tract, thence N. 30 W. 484 vrs. 
to a stake. Thence S. 60 W. 76 vrs. to a stake; thence N. 30 W. 139.4 
vrs. to a stake. Thence S. 60 W. 290.7 vrs. to a stake. Thence S. 30 E. 
623.4 vrs. to a rock. Thence N. 60 E. 366.7 vrs. to the place of begin- 
ning, containing thirty-eight a,nd 60/100 acres of land more or less. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing resolution passed 
the House of Representatives, no vote given ; and passed the Senate, no 
vote given.] 

Approved March 12, 1901. 
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AUTHORIZING THE COMPTROLLER TO REFUSE TO 
DELIVER PENSION WARRANTS TO AGENTS. ' 

H. C. R. No. 16.] Concurrent 'Resolution. 

Whereas, it is known that so-called claim agents have induced about 
one thousand Confederate soldiers, or their widows, who are entitled to 
pensions under the laws of this State, to pay them a fee for collecting 
their quarterly pensions, and, 

Whereas, the originators of the amendments to the Constitution, under 
which these pensions are granted, never contemplated that the benefici- 
aries should be forced to pay a fee for collecting the small amount which 
is granted them, and. 

Whereas, the system adopted by the Comptroller of Public Accounts, 
for the distribution of pensions every quarter, is so simple that the pay- 
ment of a fee to collect the same is an unnecessary waste of money for 
which the pensioner receives neither value nor advantage. 

And, whereas, the honorable Comptroller of Public Accounts is 
endeavoring to avoid the payment of these pensions through claim agents, 
therefore, be it resolved by the House of Representatives, the Senate con- 
curring, that the efforts of the Comptroller in this matter are endorsed, 
and that he be and is hereby instructed to refuse to deliver any pension 
or warrant for same to any person other than the original pensioner. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing resolution passed 
the House of Representatives, no vote given; and passed the Senate, no 
vote given.] 

Approved March 13, 1901. 



AUTHORIZING SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC GROUNDS TO 
LEASE SOUTH HALF OF BLOCK FIFTY-NINE. 

H. C. R. No. 21.] Concurrent Resolution. 

Authorizing the Superintendent of Public Buildings and Grounds to 
lease the south one-half of Block 59, Division E; bounded on the east 
by Neches street, and on the west by Trinity street, and on the south by 
Fifth street; known as Market Square; and other property situated in 
the city of Austin, Travis county, Texas; and to repeal all laws in con- 
flict therewith. 

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives, the Senate concurring : 
That the Superintendent of Public Buildings and Grounds is hereby 
authorized and empowered to lease the south half of Block 59, Division 
E; bounded on the east by Neches street, and on the west by Trinity 
street, and on the south by Fifth street; known as Market Square, and 
situated in the city of Austin, Travis county, Texas, to the persons offer- 
ing the highest amount therefor for a term of ten years, to begin at the 
expiration of the lease now held by A. Basnet of the city of Austin. Said 
amount agreed upon to be paid in advance, in quarterly installments of 
one-fourth the annual rental, and in case of the refusal or failure of said 



326 GENERAL LAWS OF TEXAS. \21th Leg. 

lessee to pay said rent as above set out, the Superintendent of Public 
Buildings and Grounds is hereby authorized to take possession of the 
above described premises, and to declare the lease contract null and void; 
the rental, when so collected, shall be paid to the State Treasurer, and 
entered to the credit of the available school fund. 

All laws and parts of laws in conflict with the provisions of this act be 
and the same are hereby repealed. 

The Superintendent of Public Buildings and Grounds is also author- 
ized to lease for the same period and on the best terms obtainable other 
property in Austin, under his control and belonging to the State, not now 
held under lease or donation acts, subject to the approval of the Governor. 

[XoTE. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing resolution passed 
the House of Representatives, no vote given; and passed the Senate, no 
vote given.] 

Approved April 15, 1901. 



INVITING THE PRESIDENT TO VISIT AUSTIN. 

H. C. R. No. 24.] Co2^"CURiiENT Resolution. 

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives, the Senate concurring, 
that we extend an invitation to his Excellency, the President, Wm. 
McKinley, to visit the city of Austin during his contemplated tour of the 
Western States, and that the Secretary of the Senate and the Chief Clerk 
of the House of Representatives be instructed to forward a copy of this 
resolution to his Excellency, the said President McKinley. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing resolution passed 
the House of Representatives, no vote given; and passed the Senate, no 
vote given.] 

Approved March 20, 1901. 



FIXING TIME OF ADJOURNMENT. 

S. C. R. No. 11.] Senate Concurrent Resolution. 

Be it resolved by the Senate of Texas, the House of Representatives 
concurring : That the regular session of the Twenty-seventh Legislature 
of Texas stand adjourned, sine die, April 9, 1901, at 12 o^clock m. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing resolution passed 
the House of Representatives, no vote given; and passed the Senate, no 
vote given.] 

[Note. — The foregoing act was presented to the Governor of Texas 
for his approval on the 22nd day of March, A. D. 1901, but was not 
sigTied by him nor returned to the house in which it originated with his 
objections thereto within the time prescribed by the Constitution, and 
thereupon became a law without his signature. — John G. Tod, Secretary 
of State.] 
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INVITING THE PKESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF MEXICO 
TO MEET THE PRESIDENT OF THIS REPUB- 
LIC AT EL PASO. 

H. C. R. No. 26. 1 House Concurrent Resolution. 

Whereas, his Excellenc}^ President William McKinley, will visit Texas 
on the occasion of his Southern and Western tour of the United States, 
and whereas it is known that the citizens of El Paso, Texas, are desirous 
of arranging a meeting at said city between the Presidents of the Repub- 
lic of Mexico and the United States, and, whereas, the citizens of the 
State of Texas and of the United States are anxious to encourage and 
promote the most amicable relations between the sister Republics of the 
United States of Mexico and the United States of America, and whereas. 
President McKinley has signified his intention of stopping at said city 
of El Paso, and whereas said city of El Paso affords a convenient and 
accessible point where said meeting might occur should his Excellency 
President Perfirio Diaz of Mexico consider that his health and conven- 
ience would permit of such meeting on his part, now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the House of Representatives, the Senate concurring, that 
it is the earnest wish and desire of the Legislature of the State of Texas, 
for and on behalf of the people of this State, that his Excellency, Porfirio 
Diaz, President of the Republic of Mexico, and his Excellency, William 
McKinley, President of the United States, should meet at said city of 
Bl Paso on the occasion of President McKinley's visit to that city. 

Resolved, that said meeting would be regarded as expressive of and as 
emphasizing the cordial relationship which has existed between the said 
republics under the administration of the said executives. Resolved, 
that a copy of these resolutions be transmitted by wire to President 
Porfirio Diaz, and to President William McKinley by the secretaries of 
the House and Senate. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing resolution passed 
the House of Representatives, no vote given; and passed the Senate, no 
vote given.] 

Approved April 1, 1901. 



RELATING TO ELECTION OF UNITED STATES SENATORS. 
H. C. R. No. 22.] Concurrent Resolution. 

Whereas, under the present method of the election of United States 
Senators by the Legislatures of the several States protracted contests fre- 
quently result in no election at all, and in all cases interfering with 
needed State legislation ; and, 

Whereas, Oregon, in common with many of the other States, has asked 
Congress to adopt an amendment to the Constitution of the United States 
providing for the election of United States Senators by a direct vote of 
the people, and said amendment has passed the House of Representatives 
on several occasions, but the Senate of the United States has continually 
refused to adopt said amendments ; therefore. 
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Be it resolved by the House of Eepresentatives of the State of Texas, 
the Senate concurring : 

That the Congress of the United States is hereb}- asked and urgently 
requested to call a constitutional convention for proposing amendments 
to the Constitution of the United States, as provided in Article 5, of the 
said Constitution of the United States. 

Eesolved, that we hereby ask and urgently request that the Legislative 
Assembly of each of the other States in the Union unite with us in ask- 
ing and urgently requesting the Congress of the United States to call a 
constitutional convention for the purpose of proposing amendments to 
the Constitution of the United States. 

Eesolved, that the Secretary of State be and is hereby authorized and 
directed to send a certified copy of this concurrent resolution to the Pres- 
ident of the United States Senate, the Speaker of the House of Eepre- 
sentatives of the United States, and to the Legislative Assembly of each 
and every of the other States of the LTnion. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing resolution passed 
the House of Eepresentatives, no vote given; and passed the Senate, no 
vote given.] 

Approved April 17, 1901. 



H. C. E. No. 29.] CoNCURREXT Eesolution. 

Whereas, the report of the committee appointed to count the cash and 
bonds in the Treasurer's office shows that there is now on hand in said 
office counterfeit currency to the amount of $1,774.00, and 

Whereas, request has been made of him by the Federal authorities that 
said counterfeit money be forwarded to the United States government, 

Therefore, be it resolved by the House of Eepresentatives of the State 
of Texas, the Senate concurring, that the State Treasurer and Comp- 
troller be and they are hereby authorized and directed to forward said 
counterfeit money to the authorized agent of the United States govern- 
ment with the request that receipt be issued therefor in duplicate for so 
much as may be condemned, one to be sent to the Comptroller and one 
to the Treasurer, and that upon the return of sadi receipts each of said 
officers be and they are hereby authorized and directed to credit their 
books with said amount, or so much thereof as may be condemned, and 
the same be no longer carred upon their books. 

[Note. — The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing resolution passed 
the House of Eepresentatives, no vote given ; and passed the Senate, no 
vote given.] 

Approved April 17, 1901. 



AUTHOEIZING THE STATE PEIXTIXG BOAED TO EX- 
CHANGE CEETAlIsr BOOKS AND TO PEOVIDE FOR 
FEINTING LAWS AND COUET EEPOETS. 

S. C. E. No. 12.] Senate Concurrent Eesolution. 

Authorizing and instructing the Printing Board, with the approval of 
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the Governor to exchange certain, books, pamphlets, journals, reports, 
statutes and stereotype plates, belonging to the State in charge of the 
office of Secretary .of State for copies of the sessio nacts, genearl and spe- 
cial of the State of l^exas, and the laws of the Republic, bound in sheep ; 
and by said exchange to provide for the publishing the Supreme Reports, 
the reports of the Civil Court, and the reports of the Criminal Court 
reports of exas free to the State and to the public for a price not to 
exceed $2.00 a volume for a term of years. 

JSe it resolved hy the Legislature of the State of Texas : 

Section 1. That the Printing Board be and are hereby authorized to 
exchange the books, pamphlets, journals, reports, statutes bound or 
unbound, the stereotype or electrotype plates now stored away in the 
basement of the capitol and controlled by the Secretary of State, or so 
many of them as in their judgment is deemed for the best interest of the 
State for three hundred sets containing three thousand volumes of the 
session laws, general and special of the State of Texas and of the Repub- 
lic of Texas, bound in law sheep, and for such exchange to provide for 
the printing, binding and publication of the Supreme Court Reports, of 
the several Courts of Civil Appeals,* and of the Court of Criminal Appeals 
of Texas, to be furnished the State free of charge, for the State's use and 
free distribution as how provided or may be hereafter provided by law, 
not to exceed three hundred sets, and to provide for the sale of all such 
reports to the public for a price not exceeding $2.00 per volume for a 
term not to exceed twenty years ; and to further provide for the issuance 
of at least two thousand copies of such reports; and further provided, 
that when additional courts are created by the Legislature that said con- 
tractors shall furnish free to the State for such courts copies of all 
reports published or sold by him. 

A set of the session laws, general and special, shall be furnished by the 
State to each of the organized counties in the State free for the use of 
the several courts of said counties, the same to remain the property of 
the State of Texas. 

Sec. 2. Any and all contracts under this resolution shall be made 
with the residents of the State of Texas, and the work shall be done in 
Texas. 

Sec. 3. The stereotype or electrotype plates, after the expiration of 
the contract, as contemplated by Section 1 of this act shall be returned 
to the State in good condition, reasonable wear in usage excepted, and 
the State shall not part with any copyright to the several reports men- 
tioned in Section 1, or to the State's ownership in and to the stereotype 
or electrotype plates therein mentioned. 

Sec. 4. The Printing Board shall require a good and suj9Bcient bond 
in the sum of not less than $10,000, conditioned upon the faithful per- 
formance of this contract, said bond to be renewed as often as the 
Printing Board shall deem necessary. If any contractor shall fail or 
refuse to give a new bond when required to do so by the Printing Board 
then his contract shall be terminated without further notice. 

Sec. 5. Provided however that said contract shall be subject to the 
approval and ratification of the Governor. 

[Note. — ^The enrolled bill shows that the foregoing resolution passed 
the Senate, no vote given ; and was reported to the House of Representa- 
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tives where it was amended and passed, no vote given; and was again 
reported to the Senate where it was amended and passed, na vote given; 
House concurred in Senate amendments, no vote given.] 

Approved April 26, 1901. 



CERTIFICATE. 



THE STATE OF TEXAS, ) 
Department of State. ) 

I, John 6. Tod, Secretary of State of the State of Texas, do hereby 
certify that the foregoing laws and resolutions, passed at the regular ses- 
sion of the Twenty-seventh Legislature, have been carefully examined 
and compared by me with the original enrolled bills now on file in this 
department, and are true copies of said original enrolled bills. 

I do hereby further certify that the Twenty-rseventh Legislature con- 
vened in the city of Austin on the eighth day of January, A. D. 1901, and 
adjourned on the ninth day of April, A. D. 1901. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto subscribed my name, 
[seal.] and have hereto affixed the seal of the State of Texas, in the 
city of Austin, this eighth day of May, A. D. 1901. 

JOHN G. TOD, 
Secretary of State. 
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Times of holding, in Thirty-fourth Judicial District 55 124 

Times of holding, in Thirty-fifth Judicial District 64 134 

Times of holding, in Thirty-sixth Judicial District 60 128 

Times of holding, in Thirty-eighth Judicial District 60 128 

Times of holding, in Fortieth Judicial District 63 132 

Times of holding, in Forty-first Judicial District 61 129 

Times of holding, in Fifty-fourth Judicial District 58 126 

COURTS OF CIVIL APPEALS— 

Required to file conclusions of fact and law in certain cases 52 121 

Regulating costs and mandates in 53 123 

Appropriation for, in different districts 85 233 

Deficiency appropriation for certain 85 235 
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Chap. Page 
COURTS OF CRIMINAL APPP:ALS— 

Appropriation for 85 233 

Deficiency appropriation for 85 235 

CRUELTY TO ANIMALS— 
Further defined 121 289 

CURRICULUM OF PUBLIC SCHOOLS— 

Amendment to law relating to 99 259 

!>• 

DALLAS COUNTY— 

Exempted from provisions of general* road law 114 280 

DAMAGES— 

Certain evidence, in libel, in mitigation of 26 30 

Venue of suits, for personal injuries, against railways, fixed 27 31 

DEAF AND DUMB ASYLUM— 

Deficiency appropriation for 14 17 

Appropriation for support of 85 241 

DEAF, DUMB AND BLIND ASYLUM FOR COLORED— 

Deficiency appropriation for 14 18 

Deficiency appropriation for 85 235 

Appropriation for support of 85 244 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, INSURANCE, STATISTICS 
AND HISTORY— 
Appropriation for support of 85 231 

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION— 

Appropriation for support of 85 231 

DEPUTY MARSHALS— 

Appointment of required to be approved by city council 122 290 

DICKENS COUNTY— 

Exempted from inspection of hides and animals 106 269 

DISINFECTION— 

Of vessels under quarantine proclamation 10 1 266 

DISCHARGED EMPLOYES— 

Protected against blacklisting 99 264 

DISTRICT ATTORNEYS— 

Election of, for Fifty-first Judicial District provided for 59 127 

Provided for in Forty-first Judicial District in El Paso county ... 61 130 

DISTRICT CLERKS— 

Regulating fees of, in civil cases 21 24 

Provided for district court in Forty-first Judicial District in El 
Paso county 61 130 

DISTRICT COURTS— 

Conforming jurisdiction of Angelina county 83 217 

Conforming jurisdiction of Coke county. . .' 37 48 

Conforming jurisdiction of Kimble county '. . 37 48 

Conforming jurisdiction of McCulloch countv 82 216 

Conforming jurisdiction of Stonewall county 7 6 

Conforming jurisdiction of Titus county 78 201 



INDEX. 343 

Chap. Page 

Extra terms of, in Smith county '. 20 23 

Fees of clerks of, in civil cases 21 24 

Time of terms in Fourth Judicial District 19 22 

Time of terms in Seventh Judicial District 19 22 

Time of terms in Twelfth Judicial District 56 125 

Time of terms in Twenty-third Judicial District 4 3 

Time of terms in Twenty-fourth Judicial District 62 131 

Time of terms in Twenty-seventh Judicial District 64 134 

Time of terms in Twenty-eighth Judicial District 3 2 

Time of terms in Thirty-second Judicial District 39 54 

Time of terms in Thirty-third Judicial District 64 134 

Time of terms in Thirty-fourth Judicial District 55 124 

Time of terms in Thirty-fifth Judicial District 64 134 

Time of terms in Thirty-sixth Judicial District 60 128 

Time of terms in Thirty-eighth Judicial District 60 128 

Time of terms in Fortieth Judicial District 63 132 

Time of terms in Forty-first Judicial District 61 129 

Time of terms in Fifty- fourth Judicial District 58 126 

DUVAL COUNTY— 

Transferred from Forty-ninth to Twenty-eighth Judicial District. 3 2 

E. 

EDWAEDS COUNTY— 

Transferred from Forty-first to Thirty-eighth Judicial District ... 60 129 

ELEEMOSYNARY INSTITUTIONS— 

Appropriation for support of 85 243 

Deficiency appropriation for certain 14 17 

Deficiency appropriations for certain 85 235 

Board of Managers of Southwest Texas Lunatic Asylum author- 
ized to sink artesian well 105 268 

EPILEPTIC ASYLUM— 

Former law relating to, amended 11 11 

ESTABLISHMENT— 

Of North Texas Normal College 10 10 

Of medical boards 12 12 

Of classical and scientific course at Prairie View Normal College . 30 35 

Of industrial college for white girls 132 306 

ERATH COUNTY— 

Road system. , 76 191 

EVIDENCE— 

Abstracts of title admitted as 35 45 

In libel suits certain, admitted, in mitigation of damages 26 30 

EXAMINATION QUESTIONS— 

Traffic in, prohibited 109 272 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT— 

Appropriation for support of 85 226 

EXEMPTED— 

Certain counties, from inspection of hides and animals 106 269 

Certain counties, from provisions of general road law^ 114 280 

EXPENSES— 

Contingent, for Twenty- seventh Legislature 2 I 



344 INDEX. 

Chap. Page 
KXTENDING— 

Time of payment of taxes in certain counties ninety days 5 4 

Time for construction of railway lines 23 27 

Time of payment for school lands in certain counties 94 260 

Time for filing claims for services rendered by Texas Volunteers 

in late war with Spain 115 282 

Time of payment of taxes for 1900 in certain counties 126 298 

F. 

FALLS COUNTY— 
Road system • 44 71 

FALSE WEIGHTS AND CERTIFICATES— 

Providing punishment for giving of, by public weighers f 257 

FANNIN COUNTY— 

Exempted from provisions of general road law 114 280 

FAYETTE COUNTY— 
Road system i . . . . ; 49 96 

FEES— 

Of district clerks in civil cases 21 24 

Of sheriffs and constables for certain duties 119 285 

FENCES— 

Lawful, further defined 123 291 

FISCAL YEAR— 
Termination of, changed 9 9 

FISH AND OYSTER COMMISSION— 
Appropriation for support of 85 246 

FISH AND OYSTER COMMISSIONER— 

To register fishing craft 130 304 

FISH IJ^W— 

Amended 18 21 

Further amended 130 302 

FORT BEND COUNTY— 

Authorized to have certain bonds canceled 33 40 

Extending time for payment of taxes in, ninety days 6 4 

Extending time for payment of school lands in 94 260 

Time of payment of taxes in, for 1900, extended 126 298 

FRATERNAL BEN;EFICIARY SOCIETIES— 
Law regulating amended 86 250 

FRIO COUNTY— 
Road system 49 96 

FRONTIER PROTECTION— 

Ranger force organized for 34 41 



G. 

Time of payment of taxes in, for 1900, extended 126 298 



GALVESTON COUNTY- 

Extending time of payment of taxes in, ninety days 6 4 



INDEX. 34:5 

Chap. Page 
GALVESTON CITY— 

Donated certain State taxes, for elevating purposes 127 298 

OAMING— 

At cards, except in private r^idences, prohibited 22 26 

Further defined and regulated 103 267 

OENERAL APPROPRIATIONS— 

Tor support of State government for six months ending August 

31, 1901 85 220 

OENERAL LAND OFFICE— 

Appropriation for purchase of stamps for 6 5 

Appropriation for support of 85 229 

GENERAL ROAD LAW— 

For State at large 114 277 

GONZALES COUNTY— 

Placed under law relating to road superintendents 134 311 

GOVERNOR— 

To appoint boards of medical examiners 12 13 

To appoint special county judges in condemnation proceedings . . 17 20 

To organize and control "Ranger Fjorce'* 34 41 

To appoint commission to erect vault for remains of Mier pris- 
oners 95 261 

To prescribe bond and fees of quarantine officers 101 266 

To act with board of managers of Southwest Texas Lunatic Asy- 
lum for purpose of sinking artesian well 105 268 

To appoint board of control for girls' industrial institute 132 306 

To appoint commission to select site for girls' industrial institute 132 308 

GRAYSON COUNTY— 

Road system 75 187 

Exempted from provisions of general road law 114 280 

GREGG COUNTY— 

Transferred from Seventh to Fourth Judicial District 19 22 

GRIMES COUNTY— 

Extending time of payment of taxes in, ninety days 5 4 

Time of payment of taxes in, for 1900, extended 126 298 

H. 

HARRIS COUNTY— 

Election for issuance of bonds in, validated 84 218 

Extending time for payment of school lands in 94 260 

Extending time of payment of taxes in, ninety days 5 4 

Road system 84 218 

HEMPHILL COUNTY— 

Exempted from inspection of hides and animals 106 269 

HIDAIXJO COUNTY— 

Exempted from inspection of hides and animals 106 269 

HIDES AND ANIMALS— 

Certain counties exempted from inspection of 106 269 

HILL COUNTY— 

Road system 44 71 



346 INDEX. 

Chap. Page 
HOOD COUNTY— 
Road system 38 411 

HOUSE OF CORRECTION AND REFORMATORY— 

Appropriation for support of. • 85 242 

HOUSTON COUNTY— 

Road system 50 108 

HUNT COUNTY— 

Exempted from provisions of general road law. 114 280 

Road system 44 71 

I. 

ILLEGAL DISPOSITION OF COTTON— 

Facilitating tracing of 98 264 

INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICTS— 

Authorized to levy taxes and issue bonds 42 66 

Authorized to embrace portions of two or more counties 113 276 

Board of Education and commissioners courts authorized to invest 

in bonds of 135 312 

Compensation of treasurer for, fixed. . . : Ill 273 

Providing for selection of assessor and collector of taxes in, and 

duties of defined Ill 273 

INDUSTRIAL INSTITUTE— 

Establishment of, for white girls 132 30G 

INSANE— EPILEPTIC— 

Act providing for, amended. 11 11 

INSPECTION OF HIDES AND ANIMALS— 

Certain counties exempted from 100 269 

J. 

JACKSON COUNTY— 

Exempted from provisions of general road law 114 280 

Extending time of payment of taxes in, ninety days 5 4 

Road system 44 71 

Time of payment of taxes in, for 1900, extended • 126 298 

JEFFERSON COUNTY— 
Road system 133 310 

JOHNSON GRASS— 

Prohibiting railroad and railway companies from growing John- 
son grass and Russian thistle on their right of way 117 283 

J OIN T RESOLUTION— 

Amending Art. 6, Sec. 2, of the Constitution 322 

JUDICIAL DISTRICTS— 

Duval county transferred from Twenty-ninth to Forty-eighth .... 3 2 
Election of district attorney for Fifty-first Judicial District pro- 
vided for 59 127 

Fixing time of courts in Fourth 19 22 

Fixing time of courts in Seventh 19 22 

Fixing time of courts in Twelfth 56 125 

Fixing time of courts in Twenty-third 4 3 
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Chap. Page 

Fixing time of courts in Twenty-fourth 62 131 

Fixing time of courts in Twenty-seventh 64 134 

Fixing time of courts in Twenty-eighth 3 2 

Fixing time of courts in Thirty-second 39 54 

Fixing time of courts in Thirty-third 64 134 

Fixing time of courts in Thirty-fourth 55 124 

Fixing time of courts in Thirty-fifth 64 134 

Fixing time of courts in Thirty-sixth 60 128 

Fixing time of courts in Thirty-eighth 60 128 

Fixing time of courts in Fortieth 63 132 

Fixing time of courts in Forty-j&rst 61 129 

Fixing time of courts in Fifty-fourth 58 126 

Gregg county transferred from Seventh to Fourth 19 22 

Ward county transferred from Thirty-fourth to Thirty-second .... 39 54 

JUDICIARY— 

Appropriation for 85 234 

JURISDICTION— 

Of Stonewall county ctourt restored 7 5 

Of district court of Stonewall county conformed 7 6 

Of Coke county court restored 37 47 

Of district court of Coke county conformed 37 48 

Of Kimble county court restored 37 47 

Of district court of Kimble county conformed * . . . 37 48 

Of Thirty-fourth and Forty-first district court concurrent in El 

Paso county 61 130 

Of Titus county court restored 78 201 

Of district court of Titus county conformed 78 201 

Of McCulloch county court restored 82 216 

Of district court of McCulloch county conformed 82 216 

K. 

KARNES COUNTY— 

Road system 72 173 

KERR COUNTY— 

Road system 80 206 

KIMBLE COUNTY— 

Jurisdiction of county court restored 37 47 

KING COUNTY— 

Created a separate land district 104 268 

L. 

LAMAR COUNTY— 

Exempted from provisions of general road law 114 280 

LAND COMMISSIONER— 

Duties of, defined, in relation to sale and lease of school and 

asylum lands 125 292 

Shall adopt regulations for sale of timber on timbered lands .... 125 296 

LAND OFFICE— 

Appropriation to buy stamps for 6 5 

Appropriation for support of 85 231 

LANDS— 

Board of Regents of University required and authorized to have 

mineral survey of, made 28 32 



348 INDEX. 

Chap. Page 

Board of Regents of University to have control of mineral 102 266 

Regulating sale and lease of school and asylum 125 292 

Relating U> sale of unsurveyed school 88 254 

LAWFUL FENCE— 

Further definition of 123 291 

LEASE— 

Of school and asylum lands regulated 125 292 

liEASE LINE— 

Changed and fixed 125 295 

LEGAL STANDARDS— 

Of weights of certain products 108 271 

LEGISLATURE— TWENTY-SEVENTH— 

Appropriation for mileage and per diem of 1 1 

Appropriation for contingent expenses of 2 1 

LEON COUNTY— 

Road system 40 56 

Time of holding district court in, changed 56 125 

LIBEI^ 
Civil, defined 26 30 

LIBERTY COUNTY— 
Road system 65 135 

LIQUOR DEALERS— 

Bonds of, further regulated * 136 314 

LIQUOR TRAFFIC— 

C. 0. D. shipments into local option precincts regulated 96 262 

LIVE STOCK SANITARY COMMISSION— 

Deficiency appropriation for 85 235 

Appropriation for support of 85 246 

LLANO COUNTY— 

Road system 60 140 

Exempted from inspection of hides and animals 106 269 

M. 

MADISON COUNTY— 

Time of holding district court in, changed 56 125 

Road system 73 J76 

MALICIOUS MISCHIEF— 

Further definition of 121 289 

MANSION AND GROUNDS— 
Appropriation for 85 226 

MARION COUNTY— 

Placed under law relating to road superintendents 134 311 

MATAGORDA COUNTY— 

Extending time of payment of taxes in, ninety days 6 4 

Extending time of payment of school lands in 94 260 

Road system 46 81 



INDEX. 34:9 

Chap. Page 

Mcculloch county— 

Jurisdiction of county court restored 82 216 

MEDICINE AND SURGERY— 

Practice of regulated 12 14 

MERCHANDISE CHECKS— ^ 

Issuance of, prohibited 112 275 

MIER PRISONERS— 

Appropriation for erection of vault for remains of 95 261 

MILAM COUNTY— 

Road system *. 77 196 

MILEAGE AND PER DIEM— 

Of members and oflBcers Twenty-seventh Legislature 1 1 

Of presidential electors 25 29 

MILLS COUNTY— 

Transferred from Twenty-seventh to Thirty-fifth Judicial District 64 134 

MINERAL LANDS— 

Board of Regents of University given control of 102 266 

MINERAL SURVEY— 

Board of Regents of University required to make, of public lands 28 32 

MISCELLANEOUS APPROPRIATIONS— 

For certain purposes 85 247 

MISDEMEANOR— 

Further definition of 109 272 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY— 

Extending time of payment of taxes in, ninety days 5 4 

Road system 45 76 

MOTLEY COUNTY— 

Exempted from inspection of hides and animals 106 269 

N. 

NACOGDOCHES COUNTY— 
Road system 67 145 

NORTH TEXAS INSANE ASYLUM— 

Deficiency appropriation for 14 17 

Appropriation for support of 85 238 

NORTH TEXAS NORMAL COLLEGE— 

Relating to maintenance of 10 10 

NORTHERN TEXAS TRACTION COMPANY— 

Authorized to build certain lines 51 119 

P. 

PANOLA COUNTY— 
Road system 60 140 

PENAL CODE AMENDED— 
Arts. 379 and 381, relating to gaming 22 26 
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Chap. Page 

Arts. 575 and 576, relating to punishment of public weighers.. 90 257 

Chap. 6, Title XI, relating to liquor law 96 262 

Art. 918a, relating to trade marks 120 288 

Art. 787, relating to cruelty to animals 121 289 

Art. 336, relating to affrays and disturbances of the peace 128 300 

By adding Art. 521a [430b J, relating to shooting water fowl at 

night in certain counties . . .^. 129 301 

By adding Arts. 529v and 529w, relating to fish and oysters 130 304 

Art. 472, relating to quarantine 131 305 

PENALTIES— 

For publishing names of or blacklisting discharged employes... 99 264 

For keeping certain gaming devices 103 267 

For trafficking in examination questions 109 272 

For issuing merchandise checks 112 275 

For failure or refusal to work roads. 114 280 

For growing Johnson grass and Russian thistle on right of way 

of railroads 117 283 

For turning loose stock in inclosed lands of another 125 296 

For diversion of taxes donated to Galveston 127 300 

For firing cannon crackers 128 300 

For shooting water fowl at night in certain counties 129 301 

For violation of fish and oyster law, increased 130 302 

For violating quarantine regulations, additional 131 305 

PENSIONS— 

Appropriation to pay 85 234 

PER DIEM AND MILEAGE— 

Of officers and members Twenty-seventh Legislature 1 1 

Of presidential electors 25 29 

PERMANENT SCHOOL FLT^D— 

Authorized to be invested in bonds of independent school districts. 135 312 

PERSONAL INJURIES— 

Fixing venue of suits for against railway corporations 27 31 

PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS— 

To be licensed by medical boards 12 13 

PRAIRIE VIEW NORMAL COLLEGE— 

Establishment of classical and scientific course in 30 35 

Deficiency appropriation for • 85 235 

Appropriation for support of 85 245 

PRESIDENTIAL ELECTORS— 

Mileage and per diem for, appropriated 25 29 

TRIOR RIGHT— 

Lessee on leased land shall have, to purchase 125 290 

PRIVILEGED COMMUNICATIONS— 

Certain newspaper reports so decided 26 30 

PRIVATE WAREHOUSES— 

Receipts of, prescribed 87 253 

PROHIBITING— 

Certain gaming devices 103 267 

Issuance of merchandise checks to employes '. 112 275 

Railway companies from growing Johnson grass and Russian 

thistles on right of way 117 283 

Shooting of Avater fowl at night in certain counties 129 301 

Traffic in examination questions used by Board of Education 109 272 



INDEX. 351 

Chap. Page 
I*UBLIC BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS— 

Appropriation for maintenance of 85 240 

PUBLIC DEBT— 

Appropriation for payment of interest on 85 235 

PLTBLIC PRINTING— 

All reports of heads of departments and institutions to be printed 

before assembling of Legislature 9 9 

Appropriation for " 85 246 

PUBLIC ROADS— • 

Bee county road system 44 71 

Bee county road system 133 310 

Brazoria county road system 74 181 

Brazos county road system 47 87 

Brown county road system 79 202 

Cherokee county road system 70 163 

Clay county road system 32 37 

Colorado county road system 81 211 

Coryell county road system 41 60 

Erath county road system 76 191 

Trails county road system 44 71 

Payette county road system 49 96 

Frio county road system 49 96 

General system of, for State 114 277 

Orayson county road system 75 187 

Harris county road system : 84 218 

Hill county road system 44 71 

Hood county road system 38 49 

Houston county road system 50 108 

Hunt county road system 44 71 

Jackson county road system 44 71 

Jefferson county road system 133 310 

Karnes county road system 72 173 

Kerr county road system 80 206 

Leon county road system 40 66 

Liberty county road system 65 1 35 

Llano county road system 66 140 

Madison coimty road system 73 176 

Matagorda county road system 46 81 

Milam county road system 77 196 

Montgomery county road system 45 76 

Nacogdoches county road system 67 145 

Panola county road system 66 140 

Rains county road system ' . . . . 48 95 

Red River county road system 69 159 

Rusk county road system 47 87 

Uvalde county road system 49 96 

Van Zandt county road system 71 169 

Wise county road system 68 157 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS— 

Curriculum for 93 259 

Independent districts authorized to maintain 42 6G 

Regulating school days and school months in 110 273 

PUBLIC WAREHOUSES AND WAREHOUSEMEN— 

Defining duties of 87 251 

Limitation of liability in receipts of, prohibited 87 252 

PUBLIC WAREHOUSE RECEIPTS— 

Regulating issuance of 87 251 



352 INDEX. 

Chap. Page 
PUBLIC WEIGHERS— 

Providing punishment of, for using false weights and balances ... 90 257 

Q. 

QUARANTINE— 

Amendment to law relating to 131 305 

Relating to disinfecting vessels held in 101 260 

QUARANTINE DEPARTMENT— 

Appropriation for support of 85 243 

QUARANTINE OFFICER— 

Duties of, defined in certain cases 101 2(}l) 

R. 

RAILROAD BONDS— 

Authorizing issuance of for constructing branch lines and ex- 
tensions 91 258 

RAILROAD COMMISSION— 

Appropriation for support of 85 231 

Authorized and required to regulate railways crossing each other . 89 255 
Empowered to authorize issuance of stocks and bonds for con- 
struction of branch lines and extensions of railways 91 258 

Northern Texas Traction Company placed under control of, in cer- 
tain matters 51 120 

Railway companies required to obey mandates of 100 265 

RAILWAYS— 

Authorized to construct branch lines and extensions 92 - 259 

Authorized to issue bonds for constructing branch lines and ex- 
tensions 91 258 

Fixing venue of suits against 27 31 

Northern Texas Traction Company authorized to extend its lines. 51 119 
Prohibited from allowing Johnson grass and Russian thistle to 

grow on their right of way 117 283 

Relief for those failing to construct their lines within time re- 
quired by law 23 27 

Required to obey mandates of Railroad Commission 100 265 

Required to place safety devices at crossings of each other 89 256 

Right of condemnation limited to two miles from right of way ... 30 46 

RAINS COUNTY— 
Road system 48 95 

RANGER FORCE-^ 

Organization of, provided for 34 41 

Powers and duties of members of 34 42 

RECEIPTS— 

Of public and private warehouses regulated and prescribed 87 253 

RED RIVER COUNTY— 
Road system 69 150 

REGULATING— 

Admission of students to North Texas Normal College 10 10 

Bonds .of liquor dealers 136 314 

C. 0. D. shipments of liquor into local option districts 96 262 

Practice of medicine 12 13 

School days and school months in public schools 110 273 
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Chap. Page 
RKLIEF— 

Of Brazoria county by donating taxes to road fund. 97 263 

Of certain counties by extending time for payment of taxes ninety 

days J 5 4 

Of certain counties by extending time for payment of taxes for 

year 1900 .' , 126 298 

Of Fort Bend county by cancellation of certain bonds 33 41 

Of purchasers of school lands in certain counties by extending 

time of payment 94 260 

Of railways who have failed to construct lines in time specified. . 23 27 

REPEALING— 

Act of First Called Session of Twenty-sixth Legislature, relating 

to epileptics 11 11 

Act of Twenty-sixth Legislature, relating to fish and oysters. ... 130 302 
Act of Twenty-sixth Legislature, relating to Nacogdoches county 

road law 67 145 

Act of Twenty-second Legislature, relating to special road law for 

Fayette and Frio counties 49 96 

Art. 902, K. S., relating to the issuance and r^istration of bonds. 13 16 

Title 82, R. S., relating to the practice of medicine 12 12 

REPORTS— 

To be transmitted to Secretary of State before Notember 1« of 

each year 9 9 

REORGANIZATION— 

Of Fourth Judicial District * 19 22 

Of Twelfth Judicial District , 56 125 

Of Twenty-third Judicial District 4 3 

Of Twenty-seventh Judicial District 64 134 

Of Twenty-eighth Judicial District 3 2 

Of Thirty-second Judicial District 39 64 

Of Thirty-third Judicial District 64 134 

Of Thirtv-fourth Judicial District 55 124 

Of Thirty-fifth Judicial District 64 134 

Of Thirty-sixth Judicial District 60 128 

Of Thirty-eighth Judicial District 60 128 

Of Fortieth Judicial District 63 132 

Of Forty-first Judicial District 61 129 

Of Fifty-fourth Judicial District * 68 126 

RESTORED— 

Jurisdiction of county court in Angelina county 83 216 

Jurisdijction of county court in Coke county 37 47 

Jurisdiction of county court in Kimble county 37 47 

Jurisdiction of county court in McCulloch county 82 216 

Jurisdiction of county court in Stonewall county 7 5 

Jurisdiction of county court in Titus county. 78 201 

RESOLUTIONS— 

Adopting a State flower, concurrent 324 

Amending Art. 6, Sec. 2, of the Constitution, joint 322 

Authorizing lease of certain land in city of Austin, concurrent. . . 325 

Election of United States Senator, concurrent 317 

Fixing date of adjournment', concurrent , 326 

Granting further powers to storm district investigating commit- 
tee, concurrent .• . 321 

Granting leave of absence to Hon. Wells Thompson, concurrent ... 322 
TnstructJng Comptroller to refuse pension warrants to agents, 

concurrent 325 

Inviting President Diaz to meet President McKinley, concurrent . . 327 

Inviting President McKinley to visit Austin, concurrent 326 

Of gratitude to contributors to storm relief fund, concurrent. ... 321 
23-G. L. 
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Chap. Page 
SLOT MACHINES— 

Keeping of, for gaining, prohibited 103 267 

SMITH COUNTY— 

Extra terms of district court for 20 23 

SOUTHWESTERN INSANE ASYLUM— 

Deficiency appropriation for 14 17 

Appropriation for support of 85 237 

Bo^rd of managers of, authorized to sink artesian well 105 268 

SOUTHWEST TEXAS NORMAL SCHOOL— 

Providing for the operation and organization of 29 33 

Appropriation for preservation of buildings and grounds of '. . 85 244 

SPECIAL JUDGES— 

For counties in condemnation proceedings 17 20 

SPECIAL ROAD LAWS— 

For Bee county 44 71 

For Bee county 133 310 

For Brazoria county 74 181 

For Brazos county 47 87 

For Brown county 79 202 

For Cherokee county 70 163 

For Clay county ». . 32 37 

For Colorado county 81 211 

For Coryell county 41 60 

For Erath county 76 191 

For Falls county 44 71 

For Fayette county 49 96 

For Frio county 49 96 

For Grayson county 75 187 

For Harris county 84 218 

For Hill county 44 71 

For Hood county 38 49 

For Houston county 50 108 

For Hunt county 44 71 

For Jackson county 44 71 

For Jefferson county 133 310 

For Karn§s county 72 173 

For Kerr county • 80 206 

For Leon county 40 56 

For Liberty county 65 135 

For Llano county 66 140 

For Madison county 73 176 

For Matagorda county 46 81 

• For Milam county 77 196 

For Montgomery county 45 76 

For Nacogdoches county 67 145 

For Panola county v 66 140 

For Rains county.' 48 95 

For Red River county '. 69 159 

For Rusk county 47 87 

For State, general 114 277 

For Uvalde county 49 96 

For Van Zandt county 71 169 

For Wise county 68 157 

STANDARD WEIGHTS— 

Of certain products 108 271 

STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION— 

Southwest Texas Normal School placed under control of 29 34 
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Chap. Page 
Authorized to invest permanent fund in bonds of independent 
school districts 135 312 

STATE DEPARTMENT— 

Appropriation for support of .* 85 226 

iSTATE ENTOMOLOGIST— 

Appropriation for salary of 85 246 

STATE GOVERNMENT--r 

Appropriation for support of 86 226 

Kegulating fiscal year 9 9 

STATE LUNATIC ASYLUM— 

Appropriation for support of 85 236 

Denciency appropriation for 14 17 

Deficiency appropriation for 85 235 

STATE ORPHAN HOME— 

Appropriation for sujjport of 85 235 

Deficiency appropriation for 14 18 

STATE PENITENTIARIES— 

AppropriatiQn for 85 244 

STATE TURCHASING AGENT— 

Appropriation for 85 246 

STATE TREASURER— 

Authorized to refund money to counties under certain conditions. 16 19 

Authorized to return deposit to bond investment companies when 

they cease to do business in State 116 282 

STOCK LAW— 

Amending Act of Twenty-sixth Legislature relating to 8 7 

Amending Act of Twenty-sixth Legislature relating to 24 28 

Amending R. S. relating to ' 123 291 

Certain counties placed under provisions of 24 28 

STOCKS AND BONDS— 

Railroads to issue, for construction of branch lines and extensions. 91 258 

STOLEN COTTON— 

Providing for tracing of 98 264 

STONEWALL COUNTY— 

Conferring jurisdiction of district court in 7 5 

Restoring jurisdiction of county court in 7 5 

SUBURBAN AND BELT RAILWAYS— 

Included in act extending time for constructing lines 23 27 

SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS— 
Authorized to act with commission on erection of vault for re- 
mains of Mier prisoners 95 261 

SUPPRESSION OF LAWLESSNESS— 

Ranger force organized for 31 34 

SUPREME COURT— 

Appropriation for ^ 85 232 

Regulating costs and mandates in 54 123 

Relating to action of, in writs of error 53 122 
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Chap. Page 
SYSTEMS— 

Koad, for Bee county 44 71 

Road, for Bee county -. 133 310 

Road, for Brazoria county • 74 181 

Road, for Brazos county 47 87 

Road, for Brown county 79 202 

Road, for Cherokee county 70 163 

Road, for Clay county 32 37 

Road, for Colorado county 81 211 

Road, for Coryell county 41 60 

Road, for Erath county ". 76 191 

Road, for Falls county 44 71 

Road, for Fayette county 49 96 

Road, for Frio county . .' 49 96 

Road, for Grayson county 75 187 

Road, for Harris county , 84 218 

Road, for Hill county 44 71 

Road, for Hood county 38 49 

Road, for Houston county 50 108 

Road, for Hunt county 44 71 

Road, for Jackson county 44 . 71 

Road, for JeflFerson county 133 310 

Road, for Karnes county 72 173 

Road, for Kerr county 80 206 

Road, for Ijcon county 40. 56 

Road, for Liberty county , 65 135 

Road, for Llano county 66 140 

Road, for Madison county 73 176 

Road, for Matagorda county 46 81 

Road, for Milam county 77 196 

Road, for Montgomery county 45 76 

Road, for Nacogdoches county -. 67 145 

Road, for Panola county ....:: 66 140 

Road, for Rains county 48 95 

Road, for Red River county 69 159 

Road, for Rusk county 47 87 

Road, for Stat«, general .' 114 277 

Road, for Uvalde county 49 96 

Road, for Van Zandt county : 71 169 

Road, for Wise county 68 157 

T. 

TAXES— 

Certain State, donated to city of Galveston 127 298 

Extending time of payment of, in certain counties, ninety days ... 5 4 

Extending time of payment of, for 1900, in certain counties 126 298 

Independent school districts authorized to levy 42 ^66 

TEN-PIN ALLEY— 

Use of prohibited, when for the purpose of gaming 103 267 

TERMS OF COURT— 

In Fourth Judicial District 19 22 

In Seventh Judicial District 19 22 

In Twelfth Judicial District 56 125 

In Twenty-third Judicial District *4 3 

In Twenty-fourth Judicial District 62 131 

In Twenty-seventh Judicial District 64 134 

In Twenty-eighth Judicial District 3 2 

In Thirtv-secbnd Judicial District 39 54 

In Thirty-third Judicial District 64 134 

In Thirty-fourth Judicial District 55 124 

In Thirty-fifth Judicial District 64 134 



INDEX. 359 

In Thirty-sixth Judicial District 60 128 

In Thirtv-eia^hth Judicial District 60 128 

In Fortieth Judicial District 63 132 

In Forty-first Judicial District 61 130 

In Fifty-fourth Judicial District : 58 126 

TEXAS VOLUNTEEKS— 

Time for filing claims for services rendered extended 115 282 

TITUS COUNTY— " 

Conferring jurisdiction of district court in 78 201 

Restoring jurisdiction of county court in 78 201 

TOWNS AND VILLAGES— * 

May include in their territory portions of two or more counties 

when incorporated for free school purposes 113 276 

TRADE MARKS— 

Altering of, penalized 120 288 

TREASURER— * 

Compensation of, in independent school districts, fixed Ill 273 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT— 

Appropriation for support of 86 227 

TWENTY'-FIFTH LEGISLATURE— 

Act of, relating to abstracts as evidence, amended 36 44 

Act of, relating to bond investment comuanies, amended 116 282 

Act of, relating to corporations, amendea 16 18 

Act of, relating to corporations, amended 43 70 

Act of, relating to fish and oysters, amended 130 304 

Act of, relating to organization of independent school districts, 

V amended 113 276 

Act of. First Called Session, relating to sheriffs' fee bill, amended 119 285 

Act of, relating to special road law for Milam county, amended. 77 196 

Act of, relating to special road law for Wise county, amended. . . 68 157 

TWENTY-SIXTH LEGISLATURE— 

Act of, relating to compensation of county commissioners when 

acting as road commissioners, amended 118 284 

Act of, relating to epileptics, amentied ^ 11 11 

Act of, First Called Session, relating to epileptics, repealed 11 14 

Act of, relating to fraternal beneficiary societies, amended 86 250 

Act of. First Called Session, relating to independent school dis- 
tricts, amended Ill 273 

Act of, relating to fish and oysters, amended , 130 302 

Act of. First Called Session, relating to sale of unsurveyed school 

land, amended 88 254 

Act of, relating to payment of Texas Volunteers in late war 

with Spain, amended 115 281 

Act of, relating to special road law for Calhoun and Victoria 

counties, amended 133 310 

Act of, relating to investment of permanent school fund, amended 135 312 
Act of, relating to special road law for Coke county, amended ... 31 36 
Act of, relating to special road law for certain counties, amended 44 71 
Act of, relating to special road law for Nacogdoches county, re- 
pealed * 67 145 

Act of, relating to special road law for Red River county, 

amended 69 169 

Act of, relating to stock law, amended 8 7 

Act of, relating to stock law, amended 24 28 

Act of, relating to taking of fish, amended 18 21 
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Chap. Page 
TWENTY-SEVENTH LEGISLATURE— 

Appropriation for contingent expenses of 2 1 

Appropriation for mileage and per diem of officers and members of 1 1 

u. 

UNIVERSITY LANDS— 

Board of Regents given control of mineral 102 266 

UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS— 

Appropriation for maintenance of 86 232 

Board of Regents of, authorized to have mineral survey made of 

public lands.. 28 32 

Board of Regents of, given control of mineral lands belonging to . . 102 266 
Board of Regents of, required to collect and distribute statistics, 

etc 28 32 

Board of Regents of, required to make assays and analyses 28 32 

Board of Regents of, required to publish information relating to 

mineral survey 28 32 

UNSURVEYED SCHOOL LANDS— 
Relating to sale of 88 254 

UVALDE COUNTY— 
Road system 49 96 

V. 

VALIDATING— 
Amendments to railroad charters authorizing construction of 

branch lines and extensions 92 259 

Election for issuance of certain bonds in Harris county 84 218 

Incorporation of independent school districts which include por- 
tions of two or more counties 113 276 

Returns of writs and proceeuB from Fourth Judicial District 19 22 

Returns of writs and process from Twelfth Judicial District 56 125 

Returns of writs and process from Twenty-third Judicial District.. 4 3 

Returns of writs and process from Twenty-fourth Judicial District. 62 131 

Returns of writs and process from Twenty-seventh Judicial District 64 134 

Returns of writs and process from Thirty-second Judicial District. . 39 55 

Returns of writs and process from Thirty-third Judicial District. . . 64 134 

Returns of writs and process from Thirty-fourth Judicial District.. 61 130 

Returns of writs and process from Thirty-fifth Judicial District 64 lt54 

Returns of writs and process from Thirty-sixth Judicial District. . . 60 1*Z8 

Returns of writs and process from Thirty-eighth Judicial District. . 60 128 

Returns of writs and process from Fortieth Judicial District 63 133 

Returns of writs and process from Forty-first Judicial District. ... 61 130 

£eturns of writs and process from Fifty-fourth Judicial District. . . 58 126 

VAN ZANDT COUNTY— 
Road system 71 169 

w. 

WALLER COUNTY— 

Extending time of payment of taxes in, ninety days 5 4 

Extending time of payment of taxes in, for 1900 126 298 

Extending time of payment of school lands in 94 260 

WALKER COUNTY— 

Time of holding district court in, changed 56 125 
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Chap. Page 
WARD COUNTY— 

Transferred from Thirty-fourth to Thirty-second Judicial District "39 54 

WAREHOUSES AND WAREHOUSEMEN— 

Regulating the business of public 87 251 

WASHINGTON COUNTY— 

Extending time of payment of taxes in, for ninety days 5 4 

WATER FOWL— 

Shooting of, at night, prohibited in certain counties .v 129 301 

WEIGHTS AND BALANCES— 

Punishment of public weighers for giving false 90 257 

WEIGHTS AND MEASURES— 
Standards for 108 271 

WHARTON COUTSTTY— 

Extending time of payment of taxes in, ninety days 5 4 

Extending time of payment of taxes in, for 1900 126 298 

WISE COUNTY— 
Road system 68 157 

Wool growing interests— 

Certain counties placed under operation of law relating to. 107 270 

WRITS OF ERROR— 

Prescribing proceedings for, in Courts of Civil Appeals 52 121 

Relating to petitions for, in Supreme Court 53 122 

z. 

ZAVALA COLT^TY— 

Transferred from Thirty-sixth to Thirty-eighth Judicial District.. 60 128 
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